
How can anyone put his faith in Christ 
if he’s never even heard about Him? 
How can he hear about Him if no one 
tells?

Romans 10:14
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A note from the Editor’s Office

I had the privilege of being at Camp Howqua for Sabbath 
at Junior Camp.  I chatted to a number of the staff and 
campers.  Mariah Reed is a young,  experienced staff 
member who is studying to be a teacher.  She sent me her 
‘recap’ of her experience at this year’s summer camps.  
Enjoy!

Here is that recap I’d promised about some of the great things I 
witnessed this year at Summer Camp.  What a blessed three weeks! 

In junior camp I had the honour of being counsellor to five girls - for 
three of whom this was their first experience of Jesus or Christianity. 

Right from the get-go these girls were so excited and happy to be there.  
Although a lot of what we did was new and strange, they didn’t hesitate 
to take part and get involved.  Before coming to camp, the word “God” 
was just a curse word, and they didn’t know what prayer was.  It was 
an incredible journey and an absolute privilege to be a part of what God 
was doing in these girls’ lives. 

Each evening we would have worship with the whole camp.  My 
girls loved every minute of it.  Every day I would ask them what their 
favourite part of camp was and every day they would reply “worship” (or 
‘workship’ as one of them called it).  

But I think the most special moments occurred each night during cabin 
worship.  We would all sit down in a circle on the floor and discuss the 
messages we’d just heard.  Everything was new.   Classic Bible stories 
I’ve heard since before I could talk were unheard of for these girls.  
They loved hearing from the Bible, and one night in particular we read 
a whole chunk of Genesis.  They had many questions, like “Why did 
they have to hurt Jesus?”  That question in particular started a whole 
conversation about Adam and Eve, the first sin, and how the penalty of 
sin is death, but that Jesus took that penalty for us. 

Although hesitant at first about prayer, by the end of camp you couldn’t 
have kept them quiet if you tried! 

I gave my Bible to one of the girls on the last night of worship - and you 
should have seen her face light up. That whole 
night she was clutching it close and didn’t put it 
down once. It was so special to see!

All three weeks were such a blessing and it was 
an honour to witness some of the amazing things 
God did this year. 

Have a fantastic Sabbath,

Mariah Reed
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a bond with them.  They came from a 
diversity of backgrounds; some have 
grown up in Adventist homes and 
attend our schools while others had 
never heard the name of Jesus before.  
But regardless of background, some 
truly encountered Christ for the first 
time, there at Summer Camp.

It was a privilege to co-present the 
Word with my good friend Gerrard.  
Our messages included: What is a 
Lifesaver; Why do we need a Lifesaver; 
Lifesaving through Prayer; Jesus as 
our Personal Lifesaver; and Lifesaving 
Through Service.  Our goal was to 
demonstrate that Jesus is our Ultimate 
Lifesaver.  He saved us from the gulf 
between God and humanity, caused 
by sin: the Infinite exhausted His 
resources to purchase humanity; this 
gift defies computation. 

Although it is hard to pick which part 
of camp was my favourite, I remember 
one young girl coming up to me after 
I had shared a message on prayer the 
previous night.  She tapped me on 
the shoulder and said “I haven’t been 
sleeping at all the past two nights.  But 
last night I prayed to Jesus that I would 
sleep well... and guess what - I didn’t 
wake up at all last night!” 

It was humbling to know that God was 
using Gerrard, the staff members 
and myself to reach out to the kids.  
Not only were they listening to the 
messages, but they were also applying 
them practically.  Kids are far smarter 
than we give them credit for and we 
should not be afraid to dig deep.  One 
of the other young girls who came 
from a non-Christian background 
and had never been to church before, 
told us that from all the activities she 
participated in over the course of the 
week, her favourite part of the day 

wasn’t the horse riding or the water 
sports, but it was the worship time!

The big take-home message for me 
has been the value of service.  Jesus 
was a ‘servolutionary’.  In Mark 10:45 
we see Jesus revolutionising the world 
through his example of service: the 
greatest leader who ever lived was the 
one who served.  

When we give our time, efforts, talents 
or resources in service, we will find that 
as we benefit others, we too receive the 
blessing that we impart.  

Through their early mornings, tiresome 
days and late nights, the staff members 
did a tremendous job serving the 
kids at all times and while possibly 
exhausted themselves at the end, most 
would agree their experience was life 
changing.

If you have never been to a VicYouth 
summer camp, you’re missing out 
on an incredible blessing!  The 
friendships, the bonding, the growth 
and learning that happen at summer 
camps are unparalleled.  And whether 
you are a camper there for just one 
week, or a staff member for one 
camp… or all three... being there, 
worshipping and serving God in so 
many different ways, it is truly a 
‘blessing-beyond-measure’ experience.  

Rosemary Andrykanus

Blessed...
   Beyond measure

When we give of ourselves to benefit others, 
it comes back to us.  As Proverbs 11:25 says…                                                                              
He who waters, will himself be watered.

This year, for the first time ever, Rosie 
attended summer camp – as a presenter.  
Here she shares her experience, and while 
strictly not a devotional, as you read, immerse 
yourself in her story, place yourself in the 
picture, imagine experiencing summer camp 
yourself for the first time as Rosie was… and 
ask yourself - and your Lord - how can YOU 
receive the blessing of service?

Written by Rosemary Andrykanus
Summer Camp preSenter and theology Student at avondale College

Every January is a special time for the 
VicYouth team because of the annual 
summer camps, which are held in the 
picturesque landscape of Howqua, 
at the foothills of Victoria’s high 
country.  With no phone reception, no 
connectivity with the outside world and 
surrounded by the quietude of nature, 
it is the perfect setting to connect with 
God.  

The theme for 2016, over all three 
camps, was ‘Lifesaver.’  I had never 
been to a summer camp before, let 
alone speak at one, and didn’t really 
know what to expect.  I was asked to 
co-present the nightly message at 
the Junior camp and after being there 
for the week I can truly say what a 
wonderful blessing it was.

Every morning the staff would meet 
together for worship, before returning 

to their respective cabins for cabin 
worship, followed by breakfast.  They 
would then take their cabin groups out 
for a full day’s worth of activities that 
ranged from cooking, horse riding, 
high-ropes to water sports and even 
a (very muddy) survivor challenge.  At 
the end of the day, the campers and 
staff would return to the main lodge for 
our nightly worship service.  The staff 
members were dedicated; they were 
the first to rise in the morning and the 
last to go to sleep at night. 

What amazed me about this whole 
experience was realising what a 
mission field these camps really are.  In 
the midst of all the jam-packed activity, 
worship remained a core theme.  
Over the course of the week, it was 
incredible to see how the kids opened 
up to us, trusted us and wanted to tell 
us about their lives as we developed 

Blessed
   ...beyond measure

Jesus was a servolutionary...the 
greatest leader who ever lived 

was one who served
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As happens at the start of every year we 
hit the ground running (some would say, 
sprinting) at VicYouth.  This year has been no 
exception with three weeks of Summer Camps 
already behind us and by the time this edition 
of IntraVic reaches you our Australia-wide 
youth congress, CONVERGE, will have also 
come and gone and we will be in the middle 
of our youth leadership training weekend at 
Camp Howqua.

I can tell you all about it, but the only 
way to really get the full Summer Camp 
experience… is to BE THERE. 

I am sooo blessed.

TRANSFORMING LOVE

We have chosen as our theme for this 
year CHARIS.  CHARIS is from the 
Greek meaning grace, favour, kindness 
or gift and we have added a tag line 
‘Love Transforms’ demonstrating that 
God doesn’t leave us where He finds 
us but through His indwelling Spirit 
continues to transform us into His 
image and likeness.  It builds on the 
back of last year’s theme which was 
RECLAIM – Love Wins.

1 Cor 15:10 has been chosen as our key 
scripture, linking to our theme.  “I am 
who I am because of God’s grace…”

And where better to go for a more 
complete understanding of grace than 
to Jesus himself.  As John says in 
his gospel, “The Voice took on flesh 
and became human and chose to live 
alongside us… the one true Son of 
the Father—evidenced in the perfect 
balance of grace and truth.”  

MISSION

This leads us to two of our key two foci 
for mission and outreach in 2016 – 
which are how CHARIS: Transforming 
Love will influence mission and grow 
healthy families more effectively. 

These foci are the Give Them The Keys 
initiative and Global Youth Day.

Ellen White said it well: “It is the 
privilege of every soul to be a living 
channel through which God can 
communicate to the world the 
treasures of His grace…  There is 
nothing that the world needs so much 
as the manifestation through humanity 
of the Saviour’s love.”  COL 419

GIVE THEM THE KEYS

There was a real buzz in many local 
church youth groups across Victoria 
early February, as they received news 
of funding coming their way.  Last year 
the General Conference allocated a 
special offering at the 2015 General 
Conference Session as part of their 
focus on youth ministry world-wide.  
Thus the idea of Give Them The Keys 
was birthed – empowering our youth 

to explore creative ways of sharing the 
Gospel through engaging with their 
communities in mission and service.

Our goal was twenty-five proposals 
for Victoria with $75,000 in funding.  
In the end we received twenty seven 
applications with requests amounting 
to just over $116,000!  As the initiative 
was way over subscribed, we received 
an allocation of just on $60,000 but 
praise God for our youth in Victoria as 
they achieved the second highest result 
for the whole of Australia.

GLOBAL YOUTH DAY 

Plans for GYD 2016 are again well 
under way.  This is the third year we 
will be hosting a live broadcast from 
Melbourne on March 19.  Dream big as 
to what your youth group can do to be 
the sermon for the day.  Come together 
to pray as to how your youth might be 
the hands and feet of Jesus to your 
neighbour and your community. 

We look forward to hearing the stories 
and receiving reports and photos of 
both outreach initiatives to share in 
future editions of IntraVic.

NEW LOGO

Inspired by changes to logos across our 
Division last year, we finally decided to 
look at re-branding of our VicYouth logo 
to something that was cleaner, simpler 
and with a fresh new appeal.  The new 
logo had to have functionality across 
all mediums – websites, calendars, 
posters, t-shirts, lanyards etc.  At the 

same time this was an opportunity 
to ask who we are and where are we 
going.  

One major change is that we have 
added two arrows to the VicYouth logo. 

The arrows are a reminder we are 
a movement and that we do have 
a destiny.  They emphasize the 
importance of having a focus and 
balance in both ministry and mission.

The two-pronged focus of our global 
Youth Department mission statement is 
symbolised in the two arrows too:

• To lead young people into a saving 
relationship with Jesus and

• Help them embrace His call to 
discipleship

KEEPING FAITH

Finally, I did say in the last issue 
of IntraVic for 2015,  that we would 
look at addressing the topic of faith 
development in our children and young 
people this year and the relationship to 
family and youth ministry.

Sam Halverson states in his book, 
One Body,  “We can connect youth to a 
youth minister, get them involved in a 
small group led by a dynamic Christian 
adult leader and make sure our teens 
are at church every Sunday listening 
to the sermon.  But the parental 
relationship will still be the most 
significant one in the life of a teen.”

Therefore, youth ministry is at its best 
and most effective when it ministers 
together with parents and families: 
with the families of our Pathfinders, 
of our Adventurers, of our Summer 
Campers and of our youth; to empower, 
equip and disciple our youth and youth 
leaders, for both ministry and mission, 
in the context of family.

This, I believe, is where youth ministry 
belongs.

Philip Hyland

Written by Philip Hyland
VicYouth Director

   Today I am who 
I am because of 

God’s grace… but 
I realize it is not 
me—it is God’s 
grace with me 

that has made the 
difference.

- 1 Cor 15:10

SUMMER CAMPS

We have been running two Summer 
Camps – Junior and Teen - each year 
for many years now. However we 
decided to trial a new camp this year 
called GAP Camp for the 16-18 year old 
age group.  You can read more about 
this in the next article.

2016’s Summer Camps have again 
changed many of our campers lives 
as they were challenged and impacted 
by the Holy Spirit who faithfully did His 
gentle work, both among the campers 
and staff.  But this year it seemed to 
go to a whole new level, with even a 
number of our speakers commenting 
on how their lives and ministry had 
been transformed and influenced by 
their experience at Howqua this year. 

6 | IntraVic IntraVic | 7



All I can say is- well done to 
you guys for putting on this 

GAP camp for those kids in this 
age group. Like I say, if it saves 
just one life, it is worth it hey?! 

And we NEVER know what 
kids are going through or what 
impact a camp, or even just one 
session may have on their life. 

- Sharon Witt
Teacher author and  

motivational speaker

wind and sky around Camp Howqua, 
discovering how the Bible uses 
these things in creation to help us to 
understand God, and praying together 
as a group.

And on the Sabbath of GAP Camp, one 
of our campers, Olivia, joined by friends 
and family, was baptised by Pastor Paul 
Kotanko in the Howqua River.  It was a 
warm and sunny afternoon - a lovely 
environment for a public commitment 
to love and trust God completely in her 
life.  Congratulations, Olivia!

On behalf of the VicYouth team, I’d 
like to thank each volunteer who was 
involved in making this year’s Summer 
Camps such a success for God.  In 
serving our young people, you’ve 
served Jesus, and surely made Him 
proud.

Trent Martin

Lifesaver
   2016 Summer Camps

What a month VicYouth 
has just had.  

Another successful 
round of Summer 
Camps.   

Campers and staff alike 
return home exhausted 
but enthusiastic – on 
fire for what they have 
just experienced, on fire 
for God, and with a fire 
burning deep that drives 
them to return, year after 
year...  

Written by Phil Hyland & Trent Martin 
VicYouth Director & AssistAnt Director

COMMITMENTS
Juniors - 68% indicated they 

wanted baptism
Teens -  50% indicated they 

wanted baptism.

Questions asked of Gap Campers 
were somewhat different.  Here is 

a summary of their answers…

I choose to believe:

That through Him, I am worthy, I 
am not alone, I can do anything 

because He holds me in His 
hands.  

I will apply this by:

Focusing more on God, putting 
Him first, spending time with Him, 
trusting Him and, stepping out in 

faith, living a changed life…

How can YOU help these young 
people in your church?  Seek 

them out, encourage them in their 
walk and in their decision to be 

baptised.  
Summer camps may 

provide the spark, but it 
is the home church that 

provides the fuel to keep 
the fire burning…

More about GAP 
Now, you may be wondering what the 
aforementioned ‘third camp’ is all 
about.  This year, we experimented with 
a concept we named “GAP Camp.”  The 
idea was to have a separate camp for 
our older teens (16-18 years), which 
acknowledges that these young women 
and men are ready to step up to the 
next level, in preparing for adulthood.  

We did things differently for this 
group, addressing them as adults, 
and talking about realities we believe 
they’re more than ready to discuss.  
On Sabbath afternoon, we invited 
teen specialist Sharon Witt to lead 
discussions on whatever the teens 
wanted to talk about, and we were 
impressed with the maturity which 
was shown by the campers.  We heard 
back from a number of the teens that 
Sharon shared a refreshingly biblical 
perspective on topics like sex and 
relationships.  

Each night, Fraser Catton and Jody 
Eddy led us in worship, and opened the 
Word in a way that was very genuine 
and super relevant to us all - thanks 
guys! 

In seeing the fruit of our first GAP 
Camp, we hope to continue to provide 
this opportunity to our young people in 
Victoria.

Phil Hyland

Across our three Camps this 
year – that’s right, three now – 
we served young people from 
ages 10-18, bringing them in 
contact with some awesome 
mentors who are hand-picked 
just for this role.  Our Summer 
Camp ‘cabin counsellors’ 
spend pretty much the entirety 
of their days hanging out with 
the ‘campers’; leading them in 
group worships, joining them 
on activities, and worshipping 
beside them each evening.  
They are the backbone of this 
ministry, and do a fantastic 
job at reflecting Christ to 
our young people and taking 
Paul’s words in Romans 12:11 
to heart - “Never be lazy, but 
work hard and serve the Lord 
enthusiastically.”

Looking back now, my favourite 
night of each camp is always 
the last one.  After the final 
worship, we encouraged each 
cabin group to get together in 
a circle and spend some solid 
time in sharing whatever was 
on their heart and praying 
for each other.  As I would 
look around the room, I’d 
see groups of young people 

who, having only spent a few 
days together, had bonded in 
such a profound way.  I saw 
a group of boys in a huddle, 
praying for their mates in their 
struggle with sin.  I saw one of 
our female cabin counsellors 
sharing her experience with 
a captive audience of curious 
Juniors.  I saw tears of struggle 
and of joy coming from the 
eyes of both boys and girls 
alike.  And I saw young people, 
responding to the call of God in 
their lives, to stop trying to do 
life on their own, and to trust 
God with their worries, their 
addictions, and their futures.

Sabbaths are always a highlight 
of our Summer Camps.  The 
junior campers had had three 
full-on days of activities by 
Sabbath, and everyone was 
tired!  Many of them had been 
challenged by the Holy Spirit 
in their hearts and undergone 
significant change spiritually. 
During the afternoon, they were 
given time to reflect on the 
week’s journey as each cabin 
group reflected and prayed as 
they walked through nature.  
They took in the rocks, water, 
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GAP camp was amazing in 
all aspects of the camp and 
brought a whole new level 

to summer camps!  The 
messages were relevant yet 

real and uplifting while full of 
truth.  Highly recommend to 

anyone looking for the perfect 
start to the year!  Bring on GAP 
camp 2017!  (And my baptism!!)

- Georgie Durban

So that is what the GAP camp was 
about, from a VicYouth perspective.  
Let’s hear about it from the campers 
themselves, many of whom then stayed 
on to become cabin counsellors and 
mentors for younger campers…

Nobody really knew what to expect 
when they arrived at GAP Camp but 
God knew exactly what He had in 
mind for the camp, and that was an 
awesome, Spirit-filled time where 
many would be influenced to lead a life 
with Christ at the centre. 

Gap Camp 2016 was a step up 
from previous summer camp 

experiences.
The activities run were more 

challenging and exiting 
than ever before; inspiring 
us to deeper explore our 
relationships with God. 
Jodie and Fraser, our 

inspirational guest speakers, 
were able to convey their 

messages in a more personal, 
meaningful way that targeted 

our age group. 
Gap camp 2016 was a fabulous 
experience and I cannot wait 

for what Gap camp 2017 has in 
store for us. 

- Eden Ascroft

GAP camp has been the best 
experience for me spiritually, 

along with all the fun of 
meeting and getting to know 

people my age :)

- Josh Williams

Campers and staff were treated to 
a weekend of talks on the lies that 
the devil tells us and, of course, the 
truths that we can use in our lives to 
combat those lies.  This, I found, was 
an amazing opportunity for us to test 
our faith and figure out where Jesus 
could help us overcome these lies in 
our own lives.  Morning worships with 
the whole group gave the campers 
more opportunity to learn about Christ 
from the more experienced people at 
the camp, which was a very valuable 
addition to the camp schedule (and let 
everyone have a sleep in!) This camp also introduced never-

before seen activities to the Summer 
Camp experience, such as the River 
Walk: a day-long trek through canyon 
gorges that proved to be a challenging 
experience to some, but rewarding 
and fun for all.  Sunday afternoon also 
saw half the camp venture down to the 
local Paintball facility, which was my 
personal favourite activity of the camp, 
but everyone will agree that nothing 
beats the tried-and-tested water 
sports!

As with all VicYouth Summer Camps, 
new friendships were forged, old 
ones strengthened and mentoring 
relationships developed further.  But 
there was something extra special 
about this camp: the fact that a group 
of 16-18 year old teenagers, who could 
have been anywhere else on their 
summer holidays doing whatever they 
wanted, came together to spend this 
time with God and choose to learn 
more about Him.  Awe inspiring. 

Luke Hassan

10 | IntraVic

Lifesaver 2016 Summer Camps... continued

VICTORIAN CHURCHES PASTORAL STAFFING 2016

May this first GAP 
camp be the start of 

something special - and 
a great kickstart to the 
year for the older teens 
in our Church for years 

to come!

- Luke Hassan
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God’s Grace
We would like to share a story with you – a story of a non-Adventist family, living 
just outside Ballarat, who is blown away that a church family on the coast of NSW 
would care enough to help…

Terry, Samantha and their five 
daughters were about to move into 
their renovated home in December, 
when arsonists, believed to be partying 
teenagers, set fire to the home and 
burnt it to the ground.  Expecting 
another baby, a boy this time, the family 
faces years of debt with no home and 
many hurdles. 

While Samantha is at great risk 
with this pregnancy and there is a 
significant chance they will lose their 
son, they have already named him 
Tobias – God is Good. 

Terry commutes over three hours each 
day, as a chef, so he can be home in 
time to collect the girls from care and 
be there on weekends.  Samantha 
works with abused children and 

troubled and dangerous teens.  She 
does not leave her job behind when she 
comes home and is constantly working 
to help these children, even after they 
are no longer in her care. 

Now they need help.  They need 
prayer.  Prayer has worked in the past.  
Samantha’s eldest daughter was born 
with swine flu, no functioning lungs, on 
life support.  With prayer & mother’s 
love she is a beautiful six year old.  Her 
sister was born deaf.  With prayer, she 
started school this year and yes, she 
hears. 

The Forster/Tuncurry Church, where 
Samantha’s mother attends, is getting 
behind them with a fundraising evening 
and auction on March 19, and Samantha 
and Terry cannot believe that people 
who don’t know them care enough to 
help. They are overwhelmed that the 
Church would do this for them. 

God is touching the heart of this family.  
Please pray for them. 

 Gwenda Duncan

If you would like more information of what 
is up for silent bidding, or would like to help 
these Victorians in some other financial way, 
contact gwenda@diamondyoga.com.au or ph 
0481 100 072.

Anita and Delrae prepared amazing meals

Church NewsRoad To Bethlehem
Where to from here?

Undeniably, Road to Bethlehem is a ministry that resonates with both our church 
and our community.  It has touched the lives of close to 200,000 people as it 
continues to grow and franchise into other states, territories and countries.  As 
God is the author, director and visionary of this program, we can only marvel at 
His leading and the amazing growth of this ministry over the past 21 years.  In the 
book of Mark 16:15-16, we are commissioned by God to preach the Gospel to all of 
creation.  We as a church are honouring this directive by supporting the growth of 
the RtB ministry.

In Melbourne alone, December 9-12 
2015 saw 16,000 people attend RtB.  
Many came from local suburbs, 
country Victoria and interstate, whilst 
other visitors attended from South 
Africa, Indonesia and the UK.  As 
word continues to spread, we see 
more and more first time attendees 
alongside those families who return 
faithfully each year to experience the 
true story of Christmas.  The sharing 
of testimonies has been vital in 
understanding even in part how RtB 
is transforming the lives of people 
within our church and community.  We 
know of families being reunited at the 
cross scene, of people joining their 
local church and attending church 
programs.  We know of young and old 
who have given their lives to Jesus 
because of RtB.  This year we saw 
more families than ever before seeking 
information and enrolling their children 
in Adventist schools.  

Equally important is what RtB brings to 
our church community.  This ministry 
unites churches from all over Victoria 
with over 400 volunteers willingly 
working hand in hand for one purpose.  
Fundamentally RtB is pivotal in sharing 
our beliefs as a church with the wider 
community and bringing them closer to 
a relationship with Jesus.

On January 23rd, 2016 a meeting 
was held to determine the future 
of RtB Melbourne as it has become 
increasingly evident that this program 
cannot continue without more support 
from our church community.  A small 

and exhausted committee have 
continued to be the backbone of the 
ministry and with the conference 
grounds no longer available from 2016 
due to up and coming projects and 
development; the future of this ministry 
seems uncertain.  If you are passionate 
about Road to Bethlehem continuing, 
we need you to be committed.  Not 
just once a year, we need new steering 
committee members and we need sub- 
committee leaders.  We also require 
creative and construction teams willing 
and able to assist in the redevelopment 
and building of new sets; and most 
importantly we need to find a new 
location.  

If you are interested in being a part of 
any of these teams please contact Dan 
Carey on 0416308791 or email Simone 
Mifsud at rtbvic@gmail.com.  

And please attend our next meeting 
to which all parties interested in 
supporting the future of RtB are invited.  
It is scheduled for  TODAY - Saturday, 
February 27th, at Nunawading Christian 
College hall, commencing at 3pm.

Pr Dave Erickson baptising Fred Etheridge 
late last year at Lilydale Church

A 43-Yr journey
Lilydale Church

It took Fred Etheridge 43 years to 
make up his mind to become an 
Adventist. 

In 1972, his wife, Alice, was 

baptised.  Fred wanted none 

of it.  In fact, at his baptism on 

December 5 at Lilydale church, he 

publicly apologised to Alice for the 

hard time he had given her for her 

first five years as an Adventist. 

Only occasionally would he 

attend church with her and their 

daughters.  But then, eleven years 

ago, the turning point came – there 

was a special occasion, and he 

attended Lilydale church.  The 

following Sabbath when Alice was 

preparing for church he told her he 

was coming too.

He has been attending ever 

since.  But for years he would not 

commit to baptism.  Finally, at 

a Grey Nomads camp last year 

at Jindabyne, NSW, a pastor he 

knew told him, “You’d better do 

something about it.”  It was time, 

and he made his decision.

Fred says that the friendship of 

people at Lilydale Church kept 

him coming.  And he believes the 

secret of keeping people like him 

coming is to simply befriend and 

encourage them.

Continual Witness
Ballarat Church

The Ballarat Church is a witnessing 
church.  To support their active and 
vibrant work in the community, Pr Mike 
Collum invited a team of Literature 
Evangelists to partner with them in 
furthering the gospel.  Seven LEs worked 
for three days last year, knocking on 
Ballarat doors and God was certainly 
with them.  

After 153 hours of house-to-house 
visiting with people, besides our many 
book orders, we gave away 1,215 
pieces of literature (Steps To Christ, 
Great Controversy included), prayed 
in 35 homes and 67 people accepted 
the Beyond the Search DVDs.  These 
contacts were diligently followed up by 
the local church members.

Just recently, I received a message from 
Delrae Lanigan, who is part of the follow-
up team at Ballarat.  She texted “61 
contacts going well still.”  What fantastic 
news.  Thank you Ballarat Church, for 
your faithful follow-up.  Thank you God 
for making all this possible.  Please 
continue to pray for the many people that 
are being visited.  There will be many in 
Heaven as a result. 

Joe Paola

Visit vic.adventist.org.au for more stories from 
our Literature Evangelists

The LE Team with the church members

Amid the ruins – Terry and Samantha’s father

A Busy Year
Yarra Valley Church

Yarra Valley church had a full schedule in 2015 with many 
outreach activities. 

A Diabetes Seminar was held in February, with weekly 
follow-up health programs featuring professional 
speakers, cooking demonstrations and vegetarian meals.  
These went on for another month, with attendance 
numbers growing each week, perhaps drawn by the 
friendship and welcoming atmosphere.  The church 
members felt blessed to be able to lead people to a healthier lifestyle. 

In June and July, Pastor David Maxwell ran a “Secrets of Prophecy” seminar series 
with 19 attending from the community. This was followed by a vegetarian meal, 
which was well received.  A number of Bible studies are now ongoing, with the 
prospect of baptisms to follow.  

God’s presence has been evident throughout the year, in bringing people to the 
meetings, and in uniting the church to work together in running these programs.  
We praise Him for His wonderful guidance in these soul-winning ventures. 

Nola Robins

David Maxwell 
presented Secrets of 
Prophecy
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Friendship & Fun 
Wantirna Church
“Oh Santa!  You have gained so much 
weight since last Christmas!” remarked 
many Wantirna’s Friendship Group 
members as they witnessed Chris 
Stanley’s bulging and pillow-stuffed 
jacket.

Preceding the visit of ‘The Man in Red’ 
members partook of delicious Christmas 
fare, served with all the trimmings on 
beautifully decorated tables.  Happiness 
and fun prevailed that December 
morning, as it does every Thursday at 
Wantirna Church.

If you are a Senior wanting to add some 
more pleasure into your life and would 
like to join the Friendship Group, you 
would be very warmly welcomed.  A rich 
variety of interesting and interactive 
programs have been planned for the new 
year.

Contact Marlene 9877 1174 or Julie 9878 
0206 for more information

Julie Millett

Go Peter, Go!
Echuca Church

IntraVic has shared stories about Peter Tripovich in the past.  10 years ago he 
made news when at the age of 80 he was starting a walk around Australia to raise 
funds and awareness of International Children’s Care Australia.  Due to personal 
reasons, Peter put a halt to his walk after thirteen months, during which time he 
had covered 13,000km.  Last year we shared how a chance encounter with Peter 
in Deniliquin soon after stopping the walk has had an unforeseen long-term 
outcome.

Well… turning 90 this year, Peter is at it 
again.  With renewed passion, he now 
plans to finish his round Australia journey 
that many could only dream of doing.

With his trustworthy support driver, 
Damien, Peter farewelled his hometown 
of Echuca on the 17th of January.  
From there, he and Damien travelled 
to Pemberton in Western Australia 
where Peter re-commenced his walk on 
Australia Day (26th January 2016).

 You too can join Peter, Damien and 
Luke Shepherd from ICC Australia 
on this “once-in-a-lifetime” journey, 
by following his progress at blog.
iccaustralia.org.au.  Through the 
beauty of technology, Luke is able 
to provide you with updates, videos 
and tracking progress so we can all 
champion Peter on this journey.  You 
will be able to experience the highs, 
lows and everything in between from 
your home.

 Peter’s motivation and passion is 
to raise awareness for the work ICC 
Australia does in developing countries 
and he is especially passionate about 
the Child Protection program.

 “I am feeling good, all clear from the 

doctors.  I’m very confident and excited 
about this upcoming walk,” Peter 
shared with Luke as they talked about 
what had begun as a dream many 
years ago and is now only months away 
from becoming a reality.  

And he told the Weekly Times he would 
most likely be celebrating his 90th 
birthday somewhere near the Black 
Stump, late February.

Happy Birthday Peter, we wish you 
God’s blessing as you walk for Him.

 If you would like to support Peter 
please call Luke on 0412 826 174 or 
email him at lshepherd@iccaustralia.
org.au and see how you can make every 
single dollar go toward Peter’s cause 
as he reaches for $200K. 

IntraVic with Luke Shepherd

A Joint Effort
Eastern Churches

Last December saw the 13th consecutive sit-down Christmas dinner take place at 
the Croydon Soup Kitchen, where members of several churches joined with locals 
to celebrate God’s love to humanity.

Thanks to the generous donations 
of food from various businesses in 
Melbourne and the musical talent 
and dedication of young people to 
hospitality, not to mention the great 
food and the gifts, the soup kitchen 
participants voted this year’s as 
excellent!

Many of the participants are regular 
attenders though out the year and keep 
the date free each year for the party.  

There was much activity in the two 
weeks leading up, from cooking 
and crumbing the gluten steaks to 
steaming the Christmas puddings to 
collecting the food and gifts.  

And then on the day there was the 
flurry of transporting and setting up 
tables, gift wrapping and frying the 
popular crispy potatoes and gluten 
steaks. Men and young people from 
Burwood set up the dining room and 
wrapped presents while women from 
Burwood and Ringwood, and even a 
co-worker of one of the team, who has 
been helping for five years, prepared 
the broth, salads and other Christmas 
treats to contribute to the more than 
a dozen items served on each plate.  
The music carols and items had some 

of the team stop their preparation in 
the kitchen to stand at the doorway 
and enjoy the clear, soprano voices 
of the Ringwood ladies and discover 
another talent of Pr. Chester Stanley!  
The Christmas message from Ken 
Mullholland was well received by the 
recipients.  

Thanks, as always, to  all the soup 
kitchen members who faithfully, 
month after month and year after year, 
facilitate this celebration of God’s Love 
to reconnect humanity to Himself. 

Del Groves with IntraVic

Gone Astray?
Shepparton Church

No church minister likes to think that 
their “flock” has gone astray... but the 
Shepparton Church flock seemingly 
went seriously astray for a few hours 
one Sabbath back in November.  The 
fact that people arriving in the church 
foyer were being given ear plugs was a 
little suspicious.  And everybody was at 
church - seated - early!! (Some of our 
members travel for hours - not minutes 
- to get here)

Pastor Russell Bryan is a proud 
Scotsman - transplanted to the Victorian 
countryside for the last decade.  So he 
was surprised (to put it mildly) to hear 
the sounds of pipes and drums making 
their way into the church.  Everybody 
knew...except him!

Now it was very convenient that it 
happened to be his birthday - but it 
was also our opportunity as a church 
congregation to show our appreciation 
for the guidance, support and vision of 
our pastor and his family. 

Some months ago, Jim and Edweena 
Eddy had an idea, and got the rest of us 
on board.... so it was that the Goulburn 
Valley Pipes and Drums played several 
items for the first 30 minutes of the 
worship service, to the delight of the 
whole congregation.  It was then that 
Russell understood why ear plugs were 
made available...  and it let him enjoy the 
sounds of “home” before getting up to 
preach - to his rather contented flock.

A church luncheon afterwards was 
complemented by a cake, decorated 
with a tartan ribbon and a shepherd 
with his sheep.  It was a wonderful day, 
enjoyed by all - and all the little “flock” 
at Shepparton have returned to their 
normal activities once again....

Church Elders

Pr Chester Stanley joined with Ringwood 
members to share the Christmas story 
through song.

Adam, from Nunawading Church, undertakes to fry the potatoes each year, Del is busy 
with the ‘steaks’ and Irene, a lovely Catholic lady who joins us each year was hard at work 

devilling eggs, and cleaning up

Celebrations
Karen Church

Our Karen community recently had 
reason to celebrate when Htoo May and 
her eldest son Lu Moo Taw travelled to 
Melbourne from Brisbane, to be baptised 
by Pr Saw Keh from the Myanmar Union 
Mission.

Htoo May and her son had studied the Bible with Werribee’s Karen pastor, Nan 
Myat Kyaw via Skype for many months and it was wonderful for them to be able 
to join with other baptismal candidates and be baptised by  Pr Saw Keh who had 
been invited to Australia to hold mini-evangelistic programs in Perth, Canberra, 
Bendigo, Ringwood and Werribee.  It was a joyous occasion for everyone.

Mervin Myat Kyaw

Baptism candidates including Htoo May 
(second from the left)

For Christ
Greenvale Church
Church membership experienced a high 
day at Greenvale early in December, 
with the baptism of Ros Amosa.  And by 
profession of faith, Rob Myors, previously 
a Presbyterian minister, also joined the 
Seventh-day Adventist family.   

During the appeal at the conclusion of the 
service,  hands were raised for baptism in 
the future by Joshua Williams, Marc Mills, 
Emmanual Okai and  Joel Lomas.  

Pr Rod Anderson

Pr Rod Anderson with Ros Amosa, Rob 
Myors and the young men who responded 

to Pr Anderson’s appeal
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Kids Spot

Answers for 

  Quiz Time

   1-F; 2-T; 3-T;

 4-T; 5-F; 6-F; 7-T

Quiz Time
True or False:

1. Moses was born an Egyptian.

2. The bush that Moses heard God speak-

ing from was on fire, but never burned up.

3. The first commandment is to have no 

other gods.

4. After he let the Israelites go, Pharaoh 

changed his mind and went after them.

5. God told Moses to remove his shoes 

because his feet are holy.

6. Some of the Israelites did not make it 

all the way across the Red Sea.

7. When the Israelites were thirsty, Moses 

struck a rock and water poured from it.

The abandoned birds

House wrens build their nests in the strangest places.  It’s not usual for them to build 

in an old hat hanging on the garage wall, or even in an old shoe.  This is a story about 

a wren that built her next in a little toolbox just outside the back door of Cassie and 

Arial’s house in the Georgia mountains.  

Day after day the little wren sat patiently on her eggs as the people walked back and 

forth across the porch.  She would sit dead still, hoping they wouldn’t notice her 

as they passed her little nest on the way to their house.  Arial and Cassie looked 

at her when they passed, but they never bothered the little mother.  Finally, four 

tiny baby wrens hatched.  As the days passed, the mother fed them lots of bugs 

and other things that wrens eat.  The babies grew and developed fluffy little 

feathers.  It’s called fledging out.

Then something very bad happened.  The family went to church one day, and 

when they came back home, the mother wren had disappeared.  They waited 

and waited for her to show up, but she never came back.  Something terrible 

must have happened to her.  The baby birds began to starve.  One day passed, and 

then two days, and still the mother didn’t show up.  Cassie and Arial’s parents tried to find 

someone to tell them what to feed the hungry birds, but no one they asked knew what to do.  

No matter what they tried feeding them, they wouldn’t eat.  Everyone felt so helpless watch-

ing the little birds die.  Finally, mother and father gave up and decided to take the next out into 

the woods and let the birds die quietly.  There was nothing anyone could do for the birds.  

However, before they put the birds in the woods, Cassie and Arial asked if they could pray 

for the birds in their evening prayers.  They prayed earnestly for God to help save the 

little birds.  They went to bed in the faith that they would be happy with whatever God 

decided to do. 

The next morning a miracle happened! The back porch looked like a busy airport, 

with birds flying everywhere.  The birds were waiting in line to feed the chicks.  

It was wonderful! Birds that were not even related to wrens lined up to feed 

the babies.  A bright yellow-and-black goldfish seemed to be the leader.  

Arial and Cassie’s dad said when he went onto the porch that he was even 

fussed at by the birds waiting their turn to feed the chicks! Cassie and 

Arial’s mum and dad checked the next every night and found no adult 

bird staying wit the babies.  They stayed alone every night and kept 

warm by squeezing up to one another.  However, during the day 

their foster parents fed them faithfully.  The birds continued to 

feed them for two more weeks until the baby wrens finally got 

all their feathers and flew off on their own.

Jesus said: “Do not be afraid: you are worth much more 

than many sparrows!” (Matt. 10:31).  Arial and Cassie 

will tell you that Jesus answers prayers, and they 

know that if Jesus will care for four starving house 

wrens, He will also care for you!

Just like God loves us and takes care of us, we can show others that we love 

them by taking care if them too.   What ways can you show people or animals 

that you care for them this week?

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Julie Catton
Director of          Childrens Ministries 03 9264 7777
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..........................................................................................

            ..................................................................

set a timer for                  
   2 minutes and      

write down as        
many ways you can 

think of to show God cares for you

Answers are in the verses below:After they left the wilderness, the children camped and there was no __________ to drink.
The people were thirsty and complained against ________________.Moses cried to God, saying the people were ready to ____________ him.
The Lord told Moses to take his rod and ______________ the rock.Water came from the rock for the people to ___________.

Exodus 17:1

Exodus 17:3

Exodus 
   17:4 Exodus 

 17:5-6

Exodus 17:6

BIBLE STUDY
The Israelites were hot, tired and thirsty, with no water anywhere.  God provided 
water for them - but they needed to learn to trust HE was with them and would take 
care of them.

Story Time
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Welcome to the 
Conference
Ministerial

Hannah Andrykanus has joined our Conference staff as an intern and we welcome 
her to the team.

Her mission statement is this “Ministry 
is not what God has called us to do but 

a way He has called us to live.”  

And her thoughts on joining us here in 
Victoria?

“Graduating from Avondale last year 
was the beginning of a new adventure 
as I received an unexpected call from 
the Victorian Conference, informing 
me of a Ministerial Intern/Chaplaincy  
position opening at Gilson College.  I’m 
excited to be part of the pastoral team 
in Victoria and look forward to what 
God has in store for the new year and 
beyond. 

 Intravic

Conference News

India - a Christian protest of church 
attack in Delhi

Hannah Andrykanus with her mother and 
sister, Rosemary on  her graduation 

A New take on Revelation
Victorian Adventist Communications

Did you know… that many of the Conference events are filmed and made 
available for subsequent viewing online at VictorianAdventist.TV?  Or that audio 
recordings are available as podcasts through iTunes?

Our most recent addition is Thoughts 
on the Book of Revelation.  This is 
a series of 18 easy to digest short 
presentations introducing this 
fascinating book.  They are presented 
by Pr David Riley in a contemporary 
way, and will ultimately form part of a 
bigger series, exploring Revelation in 
depth.  This is a great resource, as it 
will enable smaller churches to study 
Revelation more easily, or even be 
useful as personal study guides.  So 
why not visit our TV website and check 
them out.

Victorian Adventist Communications 
also produces an email version of 
IntraVic so if you would like to receive 
your copy digitally, visit vic.adventist.
org.au and sign up under the News 
and Announcements tab.  Or you 
could subscribe to an rss feed at our 
IntraVic site to receive latest news and 
announcements

AND we are always looking for 
volunteers who would like to help with 
photography, filming and video editing.  
In fact, there is a job up for offer at this 
year’s Big Camp.  We are looking for 
someone willing to give an hour or so 
each afternoon burning the previous 
days presentations onto DVD’s for sale 
at the ABC.  If you would be willing to 
help in this (or any other) way, please 
contact SherrieCourtney@adventist.
org.au

IntraVic

World Watch
Departmental

Did you know that for the fourteenth 
consecutive year in a row, North Korea 
ranks at number one?

Number one what… and why should 
you care?  It is number one on the 
recently released yearly World Watch 
list of 50 countries where persecution of 
Christians is the worse, 

Although North Korea tops the list, the 
major source of persecution identified 
in 36 of the 50 countries on the list is 
Islamic Extremism.  Number two is 
Iraq.  Since the late 1990’s the Christian 
population in Iraq has shrunk from over 
1.5 million to less than 220,000.  Islamic 
State is the main reason for this and 
still hold swathes of territory in both 
Iraq and neighbouring Syria.  Number 
three on the World Watch List is Eritrea.  
Labelled by many as ‘the North Korea of 
Africa’ this small nation has a brutal and 
oppressive regime that imprisons anyone 
considered to be a dissenter.  Afghanistan 
appears at number four and has been 
battling a continued insurgency from the 
Taliban.  Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan, Iran 
and Libya round out the top ten.  

The full World Watch List of 50 countries 
is available on the Open Doors website 
www.opendoors.org.au.   Check it out.  
We SHOULD care. These people need 
our prayers.  We are blessed to be 
living in Australia, and perhaps we get 
complacent in our comfortable lives, or 
our own problems overwhelm us.  

Sometimes it is good to have a 
perspective check, and ask God to help 
us re prioritise and make a difference, 
where He leads.  Maybe this link will be 
your perspective check.

IntraVic with Open Doors

Message from the President
Staffing Changes
Since the last IntraVic of 2015 there 
have been a few changes within the 
ministerial team.  As a Conference 
we have said goodbye to Anthony 
MacPherson, Peter Ansell and Mike 
Collum who have accepted calls out of 
state, and we wish them all the best as 
they continue their calling elsewhere.  
And Murray Thackham has retired and 
is moving North.  

Hannah Andrykanus joins us an intern 
and Prs Andy Litchfield and Victor Acuna 
will be joining the team shortly.  At the 
administrative level, we welcome to the 
Conference office Pr David Butcher as 
our Personal Ministries and Sabbath 
School Director, and Pr Andrew Jasper 
as our Health Director, while Mrs Julie 
Catton is our new Children’s Ministries 
Director.  We also have the ordination of 
Kojo Akomeah and the commissioning 
of Jinha Kim on this year’s schedule 
and Quinten Liebrandt has obtained his 
ministerial license.  The latest list of 
pastoral staffing for 2016 you will have 
already found on pg 11.

Finances
At our last administrative meetings for 
2015 the financial reports indicated 
we are tracking in a positive direction 
and as always we give thanks for the 
faithfulness of our church members 
in consistently returning tithes and 
offerings.

Infrastructure
We received an Infrastructure update 
indicating that after a number of 
unforeseeable setbacks, Pakenham 
Church has purchased their property.  
Praise God.

AdventCare
Reports were received from the acting 
CEO of AdventCare and the Whitehorse 
facility manager,  The operation of the 
kitchen at Whitehorse has been an 
issue for at least two years and there 
have been many steps taken to try to 
make positive changes.  This has now 
resulted in the kitchen management 
being outsourced to a private catering 
company.  There was a lot of discussion 
to ensure that correct process was 
followed in making these changes and  
I have personally been in touch with a 
number of individuals who worked in 
the kitchen in the past, as well as some 
of their family members. We care about 

these people – yet we know the food 
service must be excellent as well! 

The Warburton Aged Care home 
also took our attention.  The current 
committee has inherited a lot of history 
with this story.  While we cannot change 
the history, we do need to find a way 
forward.  You’ll no doubt recall that at the 
2013 Conference Constituency meeting 
we were instructed to organise an 
independent review of AdventCare.  This 
has occurred, and we continue to follow 
the recommendations, many of which 
related to the Warburton facility.  In short, 
let me say that the operating losses in 
the valley have been significant.  We’ve 
met on a number of occasions with our 
leader team for the Warburton Church 
to try to find solutions and have engaged 
professionals to develop and evaluate 
plans for the site and to give an indication 
of the best way forward.  

We clearly remember the two focal points 
of the action at the 2013 constituency 
meeting: AdventCare must be mission 
focused, and it must be run in a financially 
viable manner.  Both are vital.  In this 
regard, it would be fair to say that both 
the Conference Committee and the 
AdventCare BOD has found the Warburton 
situation to be very challenging.  We 
continue to work on this and will share 
further information as we’re able.

Let me assure you, that while 
AdventCare did lose funds in 2013, and 
while there are still operational losses 
at Warburton, no tithe monies have 
been used to keep AdventCare afloat.  
The Conference has kept that boundary 
drawn very clearly and appropriately, as 
tithe is for the support of ministry and 
evangelism, as per the council we’ve 
been given through inspiration. 

A significant step forward has been taken 
by the AdventCare Board of Directors 
re clarifying the mission of AdventCare.  
Study is being given to the Ellen White 
book, The Retirement Years and this is 
none too soon.  While mission has not 
been ignored, there has been a lot of 
focus, of necessity, on financial viability 
over recent years and months and good 
progress has been made.  The focus on 
Mission is now increasing.

As I look forward to 2016, I again thank 
you for your prayers and support as 
together we work to fulfil the Mission 
Christ gave us.

World day of Prayer
Church

On Friday 4th March 2016 more than 3 
million people over 170 countries and 
Islands around the world will be praying 
together during a global annual day 
of prayer. This year the focus of those 
prayers will be the island nation of Cuba.

A nation of rich contrasts, described by 
the Lonely Planet Guide as a “prince in 
a poor man’s coat”, this nation of stark 
contrasts is facing the challenge of rising 
domestic violence. 

In part, domestic violence crosses 
all races, social and economic 
backgrounds, cultures, religions and 
relationship types.   Worsening economic 
conditions, combined with deep rooted 
cultural issues are contributing to an 
environment where domestic violence 
is on the increase and under reported. 
The effects of violence within the home 
are far reaching and devastating, 
particularly to families and children. A 
recent survey reported that when asked 
to name something that they did not 
like about their family 52% of children 
aged between 7 and 14 mentioned some 
manifestation of family violence. 

The Christian churches of Cuba, in 
partnership with the United Bible 
Societies and the International World Day 
of Prayer committee, have decided that 
we can and must do something to help. 

On Friday 4th March, World Day of 
Prayer services will be held in Christian 
churches in every community across 
Australia - and the world.  We invite you 
to join us as we pray for the people of 
Cuba. 

Further information and resources 
are available on our website at www.
worlddayofprayeraustralia.org.
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Our Schools
Edinburgh Adventist College

Edinburgh Early Learning Centre 
Phone: 03 9761 9991

Primary Campus
Phone: 03 9728 8833

Secondary Campus
Phone: 03 9728 2211 

edinburghcollege.vic.edu.au 

Gilson College
Taylors Hill Campus 
Phone: 03 9365 9365

Mernda Campus 
Phone: 03 9717 7300 

www.gilsoncollege.com

Henderson College 
Phone: 03 5024 5192 

henderson.adventist.edu.au

Heritage College
Narre Warren South Campus 

Phone: 03 9796 0100

Officer Campus 
Phone: 03 5943 2900 

www.heritagecollege.com.au

Nunawading Christian College
Primary Campus 

Phone: 03 9878 9927

Secondary Campus 
Phone: 03 9877 3555 

ncc2.vic.edu.au

Congratulations Classes of 2015
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man - 
Luke 2:52

At the end of 2015, ASV schools 
witnessed another group of young 
men and women complete their 
school journey.  It is amazing to see 
the physical, spiritual, academic and 
emotional growth in students who pass 
through our schools.  In 2015 many 
students achieved excellent results in 
the annual VCE testing, a testament to 
the strong foundations of learning and 
teaching over their schooling years. 

Over 25% of ASV students achieved an 
ATAR above 80.  The highest overall 

achiever was Cindy from Gilson 
College, who achieved a 99.60.  Other 
very high achievers were Henry (NCC), 
Grace (Edinburgh), Matthew (Gilson), 
Laure (Gilson), Cianan (NCC) and Kairui 
(Edinburgh). 

Congratulations to all of the class 
of 2015 on your fantastic academic 
achievements and your growth in 
becoming who God made you to be.  
ASV wishes you all the best for your 
very bright futures.

ASV Team Changes

The ASV team has recently added two new members to their group.  Cameron 
Arnold, who commenced work last October and is working part-time as the 
Marketing Coordinator for ASV (and also at NCC), and Ashley Bailey who was 
appointed to the position of IT Manager in December.  Ashley has transferred from 

his teaching role at Edinburgh 
College. 

The team also farewelled Ben 
Thomas from the role of WH&S 
Officer after three years in the 
office.  Ben is returning to full-
time teaching at NCC.

New Leadership at 
Heritage

Joining Naomi Moss (Primary 
Principal) on the leadership team at 
Heritage College is  Rhonda Belson 
(Principal) who has been with us 
for some time and Darren Martin 
(Secondary Deputy Principal) and 
Sonny Aiono (Primary Deputy Principal) 
who have both come to us from 
Western Australia.  

Edinburgh College News

We are pleased to announce that the 
amalgamation of Edinburgh College 
Secondary and Edinburgh College 
Primary into one school has now 
been officially granted by the Victorian 
Registration & Qualifications Authority 
(VRQA). Effective 18 January 2016, 
Edinburgh College is now unified as a 
Prep-Year 12 school.

ASVAC 2016
The annual Adventist Schools Victoria Annual Conference 
is held each January for all our ASV teaching staff.  This 
year’s was ‘Worth It’ as we believe each person in our 
school community is worth it - to God - and through Christ’s 
sacrifice we have hope both for now and the future.  With 
its brand new ASVAC website up and running, over 270 
attendees registered for the event.  
Guest speaker Eddie Hypolite 
described his life’s journey from 
a childhood criminal who wanted 
nothing from education to becoming 
a Pastor, due to the influence of four 
teachers in his life.  He vividly spoke 
on the powerful influence teachers 
have on their students and the role 
they can play in shaping the lives of 
the children in their care.

Adam Voigt (Real Schools) outlined 
his passion for empowering as many 
dedicated leaders and educators 
with the tools, skills and attitudes 
necessary to build meaningful, 
productive relationships to redefine 
school culture and improve learning 
outcomes.  He also demonstrated 
the powerful impact of restorative 
practice in managing student 
behaviour in schools.

The School-Wide Positive Behaviour 
Support (SWPBS) program was 
introduced by Shiralee Poed 
(University of Melbourne).  This 
program is designed to assist teachers 
to better manage their classroom for 
improved learning outcomes.  This 
program, which is being adopted 
in many countries (and now in a 
number of States in Australia) is 
being introduced into our schools 
this year as a pilot for the rest of the 
Seventh-day Adventist School System 
nationwide.

In what was a challenging 
presentation, Maree Crabbe (Risk 

& Reality), openly and honestly 
discussed how, through the internet, 
pornography is having a huge impact 
on society and on students in many 
schools.  Our schools will benefit from 
a specially developed curriculum to 
address this important and growing 
issue.

Liz Little, a former Child 
Commissioner, discussed the 
role of schools and teachers in 
dealing with child abuse.  This is 
particularly relevant with the recent 
Victorian Government’s adoption 
of all recommendations of the 
Parliamentary Inquiry into child 
abuse, and the subsequent release 
of the Childsafe Standards.  These 
Standards are now compulsory for all 
schools (and churches), with schools 
needing to be fully complaint by 
August, 2016.

With the exception of the 
presentation on pornography all 
other presentations can be viewed 
at VictorianAdventist.TV.  Although 
presented to teachers, they are no 
less relevant to the wider community.

It is wonderful to see our teachers 
continue to give generously to our 
ASVAC-promoted project to aid 
developing nations.  This year, more 
than $10,500 was raised to support 
the rebuilding of Adventist Schools 
in Vanuatu which were recently 
decimated by a cyclone.  Thank you 
teachers.

Building Project 
Heritage College Primary at Officer 
will commence construction on a five 
Classroom building in February.  The 
current building housing students 
in Years P-3 will be returned to its 
original purpose – an Early Learning 
Centre.

Teacher of the Year 
Awards 2015

NATALIE 
THOMAS

Excellence 
in Teaching 
2015

MELISSA 
HILL

Excellence in 
Early Career 

Teaching 
2015

SANDRA 
FERRY

Excellent 
Leadership 
in Learning 
& Teaching 
2015

A new category was introduced for 
2016 – Outstanding Contribution to 

Teaching – Innovation Award.

Cameron Arnold Ashley Bailey

New Teachers to 
Victoria

On 14 January 2016, 31 new teachers 
including eleven Avondale graduates 
and three graduates from state 
universities come together at the 
Victorian Conference office for a day 
of networking and orientation to the 
workplace..
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ADRA in Victoria 2016
Laos Connections Trip

In December 2015, a group of 27 dedicated volunteers put their lives on hold 
for fifteen days in order to further the work of ADRA in rural Laos.  Following 
months of preparation, the group was a buzz as we set off ready to serve.  Our 
plans however were put on ice six days into the trip as civil unrest unfolded in our 
project area.  We had raised $60,000 toward this project and it was heart breaking 
to be unable to enter the district and see it through to completion.  The project is, 
however, currently being completed by 
the local community, praise God.  

And amidst the adversity, ADRA 
Cambodia called and with much prayer, 
we answered in kind. 

Was it a coincidence that rural 
Cambodia had a need for the services 
we’d set out to deliver in Laos?  When 
we look back on the situation and 
reflect on God’s leading, we know 
that He was in control all along.  For 
the remainder of the trip, the team 
participated in the restoration of a local 
Adventist church, delivered workshops 
in the rural province of Pursat, 
moving from village to village covering 
topics on self-worth (empowering 
women), men’s health, relationships, 
community, sanitation and education.  
Our medical team also conducted 
health checks for community members 
while having the opportunity to 
contribute supplies kindly donated 
from sponsors to some of the poorest 
medical clinics in the area. 

Despite these acts of service, 
WE are the ones indebted to the 
communities of Laos and Cambodia 
for demonstrating what it truly means 
to be extraordinary people!  When was 
the last time you smiled when you were 
hungry, without a job, suffering from 
health issues, unsure of finances for 
tomorrow or the unknown future for 

your children?  Our communities didn’t 
have much but what we witnessed was 
life being lived: appreciative and giving 
of everything they have.  Their actions 
and attitudes didn’t speak of how life 
could be better but were a testimony of 
survival, resolve and community. 

Often we can make the mistake of 
assuming the responsibility of change 
in these developing countries and yet 
if we truly looked at ourselves we’d 
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volunteering her time to raise 
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Sarah also accepted a role to be 
the Settle Assist Manager (formerly 
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being an ambassador.  She developed 
the program and volunteer support 
to where we now can offer mentor 
driving for newly settled refugees, 
conversational English at NCC, 
excursions and visits to people who 
are seeking asylum at MITA.  She also 
established the first ever Futsal event 
in 2015 to support the project.  Thank 
you so much Sarah.

In 2016, Michaela Jones accepted the 
manager position for ADRA’s Settle 
Assist project.  Michaela has a strong 
passion for advocating on behalf of 
people who are refugees and seeking 
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mission for a better world. 
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Notices
Archaeological Diggings Tours for 
2016

There are three tours planned for this 
year: Ancient Empires; Ancient Wonders; 
and Amazing Discoveries.   All the tours 
are designed to help people realize the 
relevance of the Bible and its teachings. 
So plan to join us in 2016, and invite a 
non-Adventist friend to come with you.

Weet-Bix TRYathlon for kids

March 13 at the Catani Gdns St Kilda.  
Get your kids involved, fund-raise 
and volunteer – there are heaps of 
opportunities!

Wantirna Church March 5

A symposium on the book of Revelation 
and a seminar introducing playful 
worship to your church – definitely 
programs worth attending

Vacancy

A single unit is available at Fernleigh 
Flats in Ballarat

SCAW

Have you attended a Safe Church 
Awareness Workshop yet?  If you hold 
church office, you must…

Concert of Beautiful Music

March 5 at AdventCare – another 
afternoon of beautiful music is planned

C4 Homecoming on the Central 
Coast – March 19
First African SDA Day of Fellowship
for 2016, will be held on March 12, 
at Kingston Gardens, 12-16 Garden 
Boulevard, Dingley Village VIC 3172 from 
9:30 to 4:30. 

For these notices and more, scan the QR 
code or go to Vic.Adventist.org.au and 
click on the news and announcements 
tab

Consider signing up for an rss feed to 
have new postings delivered straight to 
you...

Our Vision

As we welcome 2016, I am excited to see 
our 19 projects, Op Shops, Connection 
Trips and an Emergency Relief network 
growing.  All praise to God for allowing 
growth and a team of humble, dedicated 
and amazing volunteers to lead His 
work.

The direction for this year will focus 
on three key areas (see below).  These 
areas not only represent ADRA’s core 
vision of community development, 
but are a ‘Jesus’ approach to creating 
community - with an emphasis on 
restoring relationships. 

With more adults and children 
experiencing the effects of broken 
homes or those currently homeless 
due to alcohol and other drug issues, 
family violence, mental health, financial 
stress and unemployment – a sense of 
community, family, support and love is 
essential.

Therefore, the 2016 vision will 
focus on the development of new 
community centres (one in each region) 
incorporating a social enterprise 
network (e.g. Op Shop/Food supply) to 
drive further growth.

If you are interested in starting any of 
these projects above, please email: 
rauriant@adra.org.au as grants will be 
available.

1. Restoring relationships 
so that people can thrive

2. Collaboration

3.  Facilitating 
transformational 

development

LAOS Connections Team 2015

Medical Clinic in Cambodia

Building work currently taking place 
in Laos

Sarah & Michaela

realise that change must start with 
our attitudes first.  Our role is not to 
‘takeover’ but to invest in relationships, 
networks and establish connections 
that empower communities to 
sustainable action. 

This has been our mission and it 
can be yours too.  To ADRA Laos, 
ADRA Cambodia, ADRA Australia, 
our supporters, major sponsors and 

donors, Thank You.  We could not have 
completed this chapter without your 
ongoing support and prayers.  We 
have shared in some disappointment, 
anxiety and tears but more importantly 
we have shared in an experience that 
has humbled us, restored our passion 
to serve and renewed our faith in God!

Will Tai Tin
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Elmore Family Camp

March 24-28

Have you Registered yet?  visit Vic.Adventist.org.au to do so

ABC will be at Big Camp
Stocking a selection of specials and new releases...  

Patritti and Robinvale drinks will be available
as well as a plentiful range of discounted Sanitarium 

canned products (sorry no refridgerated products)
For any questions or to place a special order 

for collection call 03 9264 7760 or email                          
vicabc@adventist.org.au

The Editor reserves the right to edit and include or exclude all articles submitted.  Those not included or heavily edited due to lack of space may be posted 
on Facebook and the Conference news website.  The Editor also reserves the right to restrict advertising – generally commercial advertising is not accepted 

and accommodation notices must be accompanied by a reference from the local Pastor.  If accepted, notices will appear on Facebook and the Conference 
website.  Neither the Editor nor the Seventh-day Adventist Church is responsible for the quality of the services advertised and posting of them does not 

indicate endorsement. Photographs of minors must be accompanied by parental/guardian permission to use the photos in print and on the web.
Bible verses are from various versions which may include NIV, NKJV and Clear Word.


