
How can anyone put his faith in Christ if he’s never even 
heard about Him?  How can he hear about Him if no one 
tells?
Romans 10:14 (Clear Word)
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As an Adventist church organisation, are we missional?

If being missional involves making available to those around us the blessings 
the Lord has seen fit to give us, such as our health message and our education 
system, then yes we are.  

If living our daily lives focusing on Jesus and making ourselves available for 
Him to use to touch the lives of others is being missional, yes we are.  

And if, as we live with and make friends with our neighbours and co-workers, 
openly sharing with them our Christ-centred priorities is missional, then once 
again, yes we are.

After all, why shouldn’t we be?  

Christ gave us a mandate just before He returned to the heavens and imparted 
the Holy Spirit; to share with everyone the good news of what He had 
accomplished for mankind. 

Who are you most comfortable actively sharing Jesus’ love with?  Fellow 
Christians?  Those who claim the name, but have not yet found a living faith?  
Those who deny God’s existence, or just plain don’t know?  How about some of 
the other great religions of the world?  With Hindu’s, Jews or perhaps Muslims?  

Or at this point, do you think ‘what is the use?’   After all, what do we have 
in common with  non-Christian religions?  How could we include them in our 
lives, befriending them, sharing with them?  Would they even be interested?

Recently I was talking with a family who had been on a holiday in Fiji.  The 
mother recalled how, while the children were enjoying the water sports, 
she was chatting to the attendant.  Suddenly he leaned over and whispered 
conspiratorially to her “See that man and his daughter over there?  He is a 
Muslim...  Scary people.”  And he was deadly serious.

In our current world climate, there are many who harbour such fear and 
prejudice, engendered by the media, circulating e-mails, ignorance.

We have chosen to dedicate this issue to Adventist Muslim relations; to 
take a moment to focus on our common ground so that we can build 
bridges across our differences, be friends and enjoy each other’s company, 
so that through these bonds, the love God, whom many know as ‘Allah’, 
may flow.

Pr Wayne Stanley

From the Editor...
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Devotional
A Story like Tory!

While spending some extra time at the Melbourne airport recently, Pr David Edgren met a lovely four-year-
old girl named Tory.  Tory was with her parents and older brother.  She was talkative, playful and very happy 
and absolutely radiated self-confidence and a love for life.  Tory made a lasting impact on Pr Dave.  Here is 
her story.

I spent quite awhile talking to Tory, 
her brother and parents 
and I watched the way 
the parents treated their 
children.  It wasn’t hard 
to notice this couple 
really enjoyed their kids.  
Tory’s parents didn’t treat 
her any differently than 
they treated her brother.  
The kids interacted freely 
in our conversation and 
laughed at our banter.  
They were just normal kids. 
But, to everyone who 
walked by, Tory was the 
centre of attention.  She 
was anything but ‘normal’.  
People stared and smiled.  
Some people stopped and 

talked - to Tory, or about 
Tory to her parents. 

Finally, as we boarded the plane to 
Las Angles, I noticed Tory and her parents were boarding 
with us - in the cattle cars - long after the first class, 
business class, premium economy and so on had boarded.
They could have boarded first - when the announcer 
always calls, “Any parents with young children or those 
in need of assistance or extra time to board, please come 
forward first.”  But no, they didn’t. 
Tory’s parents are telling her a powerful story about 
herself.  They are teaching Tory that she is just like 
everyone else.  Yes, she is a dwarf.  Yes, she moves slower 
and is a lot smaller than everyone else.  And yes, she is 
cute beyond belief.  
But, Tory’s parents treat her just like a normal kid.  And, 
having spent a few hours observing her, she is just that - a 
super awesome normal kid!
The story we live in front of our children and the children 
around us tells them the truth of our lives and theirs.  If 
we see and say the positive stories in life, our kids will see 
the world as a positive place where they can interact and 

make a difference.
If, on the other hand, we constantly comment on 
the negative state of the world, the problem with the 
neighbours, the unfair hand we’ve been dealt - our 
children will learn to be critical and afraid. 
This is a great way to ensure our children grow up with 
a judgmental and self-loathing personality.  They will see 
others as dangerous and suspicious rather than unique 
and beautiful.  In our words, our actions and our attitudes 
toward others – whether they are different in faith, culture 
or lifestyle – our children are watching us and they are 
becoming like us.
As family-centred leaders, we need to send positive 
messages to parents and kids.  Tell stories that empower 
rather than impede.  There are so many positive messages 
in life and in the Bible that raise people up.  In our 
mentoring of teachers, parents and kids we should be seen 
to be encouraging positive action rather than discouraging 
negative action.
Teaching kids to be judgmental of others, or at least wary, 
strengthens the attitude of “us and them”.  We need to be 
drawing all men, women and children toward Love.  This 
“drawing toward” comes from the same core leadership 
desire as “drawing away” but looks, sounds and feels very 
different. And it most definitely creates different kinds of 
children and thus a different kind of church.
We are all like Tory - we are all beautifully unique.  
And we need to tell ourselves that.  And tell our 
children that. The stories we tell, both verbally 
and with our lives, will either empower 
the next generation or limit them. Don’t 
repeat bad news.  Tell the Good News.  
Live with joy and passion.  Smile.
Keep changing the world - one story at 
a time.

Pr David Edgren
Childrens’ Ministry and Sabbath Schools 

Director and Author

Featuring
Muslims in Melbourne
Did you know that the majority of Australia’s Muslims call either Melbourne 
or Sydney home?  How do you relate to them – as an individual and as an 
Adventist Christian?  Have you ever even given this a thought?  
Pastor Peter Roennfeldt, now retired in Melbourne, has spent many years supporting 
new faith groups inside Muslim communities – and continues to equip and coach teams 
working and planting in these postmodern societies.  In this article he shares with us a little of the demographics of the 
Muslim community here in Melbourne and hints at how much we actually have in common with them and how to use this 
commonality to build bonds of friendship.

In the course of everyday life most of us come into contact 
with Muslims.  They are our neighbours, doctors, working 
place colleagues, our builders or maintenance people, our 
children’s friends at playschool, our friends at the mothers’ 
club and our fellow students at school or university.  We 
visit their restaurants or cafes, and seek their services, 
and more often than not, we are completely unaware that 
they are Muslim.  Most do not dress differently, and many 
do not speak differently.  And, even if they did, they are 
Australian, just as much as Adventists are!
Where have australia’s MusliMs coMe froM?  
According to the 2006 census 128,904 were born right here 
– in Australia.  But, like all non-indigenous races, many 
have migrated here. Some of Australia’s earliest visitors 
may have been Muslims from Indonesia – coming to our 
shores before Christian explorers from Europe.  But the 
first significant numbers were the Afghan camel drivers 
– vital to inland exploration in the late 1800s, including 
the rail-link from Port Augusta to Darwin known as the 
Ghan.  Australia’s first mosques date from those years.
After World War II Australia’s Muslim population grew 
rapidly, mostly through the arrival of European Muslims 
– Turks in the 1950s and 60s, and Bosnian and Kosovar 
Muslims in the 1960s, many involved in constructing the 
Snowy Mountain Scheme. 
Today, Australian Muslims are diverse.  The largest 
numbers trace their family heritage to Lebanon, Turkey, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Iraq, Indonesia and 

Bosnia-Herzegovina.  In recent years refugee 
migration has brought large numbers of 

Muslims from Africa, including Somalis 
and Sudanese.  Many are now coming to 

Melbourne from India, 
the world’s second 

largest Muslim 
country.

tWo 

things We knoW!  First, Australian Muslims are 
incredibly diverse – coming from more than 60 countries.  
Some are progressive, others are conservative, most are 
young, some are very fervent, some utterly secular, some are 
suspicious of integration and some embrace it.  They are not 
a homogeneous group – we must not make that assumption.  
Second, they are Australian.  Abdullah Saeed, author of 
Islam in Australia and Melbourne University Arab and 
Islamic studies professor, believes Muslims are adopting 
the norms, practices and institutions of Australian society.  
While gender equality, our system of law, the ‘acceptance 
of pluralism and diversity’ may not be the norm in the 
countries they come from, Saeed observes, ‘Muslims who are 
born here or grow up here, or spend a long time here, are 
adopting an understanding of Islam which is comfortable 
with these fundamental values.’ They are Australian!
sharing With MusliMs…  Because most Muslims 
see western Christianity as synonymous with western 
civilization, they think of it as morally degenerate.  So when 
it comes up in your friendship with them, describe yourself 
as a follower of Jesus.  While Muslims worship the God of 
Abraham (Allah is the name for God used by all Christians 
in the Middle East), how we perceive of Him differs.  But we 
do share common ground.  
This is found in a Muslim’s hospitality, spirituality and 
desire to pray.  Both the Qur’an (or Koran) and Bible 
emphasise these priorities of family life, holy living and 
prayer.  Eat and share life together (remember Luke 10:8 
and 9).  And, as with any friendship, questions may arise 
about Jesus - always a good time to explore what your 
friend believes, and with your Muslim friend, you may 
be surprised at what you hear.  The Qur’an teaches that 
Isa (Arabic for Jesus) the Messiah is Holy, has power over 
death, knows the way to heaven and is ‘The Way’.  Explore 
with them what the Injeel (Gospels) teach.  You don’t need 
to have the answers.  Just be humble and dependent upon 
the Holy Spirit.
Muslims are very perceptive in detecting whether a person 
knows Allah as Abraham did...  After all, that is what they 
seek!

Pr Peter Roennfeldt 
Sources: listed on page 30
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Adventist Identity 
Communicating with Muslim Friends

Pr Petras Bahadur is one of the guest speakers at the AUC training program 
in February.  As the Associate Director of the General Conference Adventist 
Muslim Relations (AMR) and Director for AMR for the South England 
Conference, he believes that in a day and age when Islam is a major issue in 
the world scene and many people view Muslims negatively, it is important to 
extend our hand of friendship and share the love of Jesus.  

Muslims seem to have a problem with Western Christianity as they see it, and Petras believes  that it is important to project 
our identity as People of the Book, who keep the commandments of God.  His department is chiefly concerned with aiding 
Adventists to build bridges of understanding with their Muslim neighbours, establishing common ground.  We asked him 
to tell us a little about what he will be presenting at the conference.

a BiBlical PersPective
We have a Biblical mandate found in Matthew 28:19; it is 
a mandate to reach all people of the world, including our 
Muslim friends.
When you hear the term ‘children of Abraham’, of whom 
do you think?  Do Isaac and his descendants first come 
to mind?  Then, there is the family line through Ishmael.  
But many overlook Genesis 25:1, which tells us that after 
Sarah died, Abraham married Keturah and together they 
had six sons.
Look at Isaiah 60 verses 6-7.   ‘Herds of camels will cover 
your land, young camels of Midian and Ephah, and all 
from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and 
proclaiming the praise of the Lord.  All Kedar’s flocks will 
be gathered to you, the rams of Nebaioth will serve you; 
they will be accepted as offerings on my altar, and I will 
adorn my glorious temple’ (NIV).  
In this passage, God is referring to Abraham’s children 
through his other wives.  Isaiah prophesied that 
descendants of Keturah (Midian, Ephah and Sheba) would 
come into the land of Israel, with gifts of gold and incense, 
proclaiming the praises of God. 

This prophecy was fulfilled when wise men from the 
eastern countries came to Jerusalem.  We know they 
bought gifts of incense and gold and declared they had 
come to worship the King of the Jews (Matthew 2 verses 
1-2, 11).  At the first coming of Jesus, Abraham’s children 
through Keturah did indeed come.  
Isaiah also prophesied that descendants of Hagar (Kedar 
and Nebaioth) would come into the house of God.  If these 
descendants of Hagar through her son, Ishmael, are to 
come into the house of God, who are they?
Today, Muslims consider themselves the descendants of 
Ishmael, as it was through his line that the Prophet of 
Islam, Muhammed (pbuh) came to Arabia.
To date, Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world.  
But this verse states clearly that children of Ishmael, who 
symbolically or genealogically are the Muslims arising out 
of Arabia, will worship God in the House of God.
If, as I believe, this prophecy claims that today’s Muslims 
will come into the House of God before the history of this 
earth closes, then as Adventists, we have an important 
part to play. 

Adventist Muslim Relations
Melbourne, February 17 – 20, 2012

Few would argue the point that if one were to list the most influential books 
ever written, the Qur’an would be among the top few.  Islam is a religion that 
has been around for 1400 years, that has had eminent scholars consider deeply 
the same serious questions about God, human life, nature of man, sin, eternity 
and eternal purposes, as has Christianity.  And, like genuine ‘of the Book’ 
Christianity, Islam is more than a religion, it is a way of life.

While Christianity in general is declining, secularism and the other world religions have made great gains.  Given this 
picture and the imperative to share the Gospel, we need to explore ways to make the Gospel meaningful and relevant to 
followers of these world religions and secular philosophies.  We cannot continue to ignore their presence in our communities, 
nor afford to be ignorant concerning their values and beliefs, if we truly wish to fulfil our commission. 

More recently Operation World has estimated that there are now 537,685 Muslims in Australia with at least 32% or 160,000 
living in the urban areas of Victoria.       

To begin addressing this growing need for understanding, leaders from the General Conference Adventist Muslim Relations 
Study Centre will be in Melbourne to run a training program on February 17 – 20, 2012.  The aim of this program is 
to equip church leaders and lay people to both understand and communicate with our Muslim neighbours and to lay a 
foundation for a ministry to Muslims that is in harmony with our Adventist identity, message, and mission.  

                                                                                                                                                          Dr Brad Kemp      
                                                                                                                              Associate General Secretary, South Pacific Division   

                                                                                                                                                          

Continued on page 8

When Jesus gave His church its commission to take the Gospel to the entire world, 
it was all inclusive; there were no exclusions.  And this challenge for the church is 
as complex today, as it has ever been.  
Australian census figures for religion reveal the following:

 Religion  % of Population  % Increase 2001-2006  
 Christian         63.9%         -0.6%  
 No Religion         18.7%         21.6%  
 Buddhism         2.1%         14.6%  
 Hinduism         0.7%         35.5%  
 Islam          1.7%                   17.3%  
 Judaism           0.4%           5.4%

“All power in heaven and 
earth has been given to me.  
So go and tell people of all 
nations the good news and 
baptise them in the name 
of the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Spirit.  Teach them 
everything I’ve taught you.  

I’ll always be with you, even 
until the end of the world.”                                                                                            

Matthew 28:18-20

TheRehn - stock.xchng photo

   6 // IntraVic IntraVic // 7

November 2011



the ProPhetic role of adventists
According to Revelation 14, before Christ can return a 
final message needs to be speedily delivered across the 
world; a message that revolves around true worship of 
God our Creator, and involves reinstituting the Sabbath 
as it was meant to be.  Seventh-day Adventism is about 
resurrecting the true worship of the Day of the Lord 
(Seventh-day Sabbath) and proclaiming of the coming of 
the Day of the Lord (Judgement).  It is from here we draw 
our prophetic and God given role and mandate.   Are we 
reluctant to share this beautiful truth with our Muslim 
friends?  And if so, why?            
The Adventist framework makes sense to Muslims as, 
according to Islam, Christianity has been corrupted.  
How so?  Islam sees Christians defend the right to eat 
pork and drink alcohol.  It sees Christians bow down to 
images and statues of all kinds of Saints.  These are just 
two examples which, from the perspective of Islam, show 
how Christianity has been corrupted.  True followers of 
Jesus, true People of the Book, do not do such things.  
Thus, as Adventists, we come to Muslims from an 
Adventist framework rather than a Christian framework 
because we do not subscribe to these ‘corruptions’ that 
confuse identity.

PersPectives of the Qur’an
The Qur’an refers to ‘People of the Book’ as those who 
follow the Old and the New Testament.   In chapter 3.110 
and 113, the Qur’an clearly states that ‘not all of the People 
of the Book are the same’.  
Whilst some are faithful, many have gone astray from the 
Truth.   We can stand behind that statement, as many in 
Christianity have gone astray, but there are still true and 
faithful ones who have always been submissive to God, 
throughout the ages.
The Qur’an is positive and affirming regarding teachings 
found in the Bible (Torah, Psalms and Gospel).  In fact, 
in Qur’an 5.44 it states that ‘Torah is guidance and light,’ 
and in Qur’an 2.87 that God gave Moses the Book, then 
Jesus the Gospel.   Qur’an 4.163 says that He ‘gave Zaboor 
(Psalms) and inspired all Prophets (Old Testament)’ and 
Qur’an 29.46   advises ‘dispute ye not with the People of 
the Book.’  And finally in Qur’an 10:94 Allah commands 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) ‘if in doubt, ask those who 
are reading the Book from before …’ 

According to the Qur’an, it is clear 
the Bible is the Word of God 

and is for guidance to 
mankind, but that 

certain People of the 
Book do not live 
up to its guidance, 

but rather, lift it out of context, like listening to lies and 
interpreting it inaccurately (4.46 and 2,75, 5.13, 5.41).
What is haPPening in the West?
For almost 1400 years Islam was a ‘far away’ religion 
with little impact on the West, however with migration 
to the west, the situation is far different today. According 
to Wikipedia “As of 2011, it is predicted that the world’s 
Muslim population will grow twice as fast as non-Muslims 
over the next 20 years.” i

The population of Muslims in Europe has more than 
doubled in the past 30 years and will have doubled again 
by 2015.  In Brussels, it was recently recorded that the 
top seven names for boys were Mohammed, Adam, Rayan, 
Ayoub, Mehdi, Amine and Hamza.” ii

Today Islam has been intertwined in the very fabric of 
Western Society.  A Statistical Portrait of 18 December 
2008 reported “Native Muslim Americans are well 
integrated into American society, while many newcomers 
are just beginning to adapt to American life.” iii

So Islam is no longer a religion far away in the Arab world, 
but very much a part of western society.  A report from 
Swansea University in the UK shows that the number of 
people converting to Islam has risen from about 60,000 
in 2001 to about 100,000 in 2010.iv  Successful white 
women have been converting to Islam.  A recent article in 
Guardian newspaper reporting the conversion of former 
Prime Minister Tony Blair’s sister-in-law to Islam describes 
that the “journalist and broadcaster Lauren Booth, 43 – 
Cherie Blair’s sister – now wears a hijab whenever she 
leaves her home.” v

conclusion
When the truth is presented in the Adventist framework 
and we are identified as being among the People of the 
Book who have always held to the Truth, even to the point 
of death, it is easier for our Muslim friends to understand 
that true People of the Book (Bible believing followers 
of Christ) do exist, even today.  Adventism has held on 
to the Sabbath (the Day of the Lord) and is waiting for 
the Coming of the Day of Lord (judgement), which many 
Christians shrink from proclaiming.  Adventism also lives 
up to the lifestyle of a true believer by abstaining from 
that which is unclean (Haram) and eating only that which is 
clean (Halal).  This framework is one which Muslims have no 
problem in understanding and can accept.  
When we try to project Christianity rather than Christ and 
defend Christianity rather than the Bible… then we are creating 
misunderstanding in the minds of our Muslim friends.
Our lifestyle, our adherence to the truths of the Bible and 
presenting God to every kindred, nation, tribe and people, 
including Muslims, gives us a specific identity.

Adventist Identity  
continued from page 7

Pr Petras Bahadur
References listed on page 30

Also presenting at the training program is Dr Lester Merklin, from the US.  He has served as a pastor and 
seminary professor in the United States, Central America, Pakistan, and the Philippines, as well as the head 
of the Church’s institute of World Mission, which offers training for Cross-cultural workers.  He now serves  
as the head of the Adventist Church’s Global Centre for Adventist-Muslim Relations, one of five similar 
operations established to build bridges of understanding between the Adventist Church and major world 
religions.  In this article, Lester shares some tips on how we can build bridges with our Muslim brothers and 
sisters.
Adventist ministry in the Muslim context is based on the 
understanding that it is God who has made every nation 
and appointed to them their time and place in the world, 

so that they would 
search for Him and 
find Him. 

Thus all the 
different people 
groups of the world 
(including the 
Athenians whom 
Paul is addressing) 
with their 
different cultures 
and perceptions 
would have the 
opportunity to find 
God who is indeed 
not far from any 

of us.  Read Isaiah 60 and note how in the end of time 
the descendants of Ishmael will come to the gathering 
of the nations to worship God, bringing what has been 
apportioned to them in their hands.  It is these “sons of 
Ishmael,” the Muslims, that are attracted to Jesus through 
believers like you.  

It is only as we develop personal friendships with those 
around us, regardless of race or religion, that the Lord can 
use us to draw others to Him; it is Jesus’ way, taking time 
to cultivate relationships.  
Here are some general suggestions for building friendships 
with the Muslims within your social circle.  Get to know 
them and love them and let God do the rest.
• Be aware of cultural expectations.  For example, never 

expose the bottom of your feet directly towards a Muslim.  
Avoid being alone with a Muslim of the opposite sex. 
Spiritual matters are best discussed one on one – men 
with men and women with women.  
•  Participate in family occasions and celebrations.
•  Avoid argument – love is always more persuasive than 
argument.
•  Don’t criticize Islam or use terms such as Crusade, 
heathen, lost or false prophet, which to a Muslim would 
be insulting.
•  Remember, the majority of Muslims are concerned 
about the same things you are – preserving family values, 
daily strength to meet the challenges of a changing and 
secularizing world and preserving community values.
•  Be prepared to admit the mistakes of Christians in the 
past.
•  Be positive – provide a positive, loving, spiritual 
influence.
•  Live as a “believer”  including such things as modesty 
of dress.  
•  Understand that the 
Qur’an differentiates 
between a faithful “People 
of the Book” and those 
who have rejected faith.  
Identify yourself as one of 
those “faithful believers” 
who believe in Allah and 
in the Last Day, who forbid 
what God has forbidden, 
are earnest in prayer, and 
diligent in works of service. 

“The Lord is... 
not willing that any 

should perish...” 2 Peter 3:9Sharing the         
   Love of God

From one man He made all the 
nations, that they should inhabit 
the whole earth; and He marked 

out their appointed times in 
history and the boundaries of 

their lands.  God did this so that 
they would seek Him and perhaps 
reach out for Him and find Him, 

though He is not far from any one 
of us.  Acts 17:26,27

Continued on page 9

stock.xchng photo

November 2011

   8 // IntraVic IntraVic // 9



•  Rather than defending “Christianity”, describe your faith as it relates to being one of God’s last day people, a “believer” 
preparing for Jesus’ coming.  
•  Focus on the concerns of importance for the person at his or her position of spiritual understanding, listening carefully 
for spiritual concerns they express.
•  Tell Bible stories which illustrate faith building principles – let the Holy Spirit impress them with the application.
•  Don’t act as if you have the truth and want to convince them of it.  Be content to talk of one small aspect of your faith at 
a time (using Muslim terms).
•  Engage in a personal prayer ministry with and for Muslims.

As you become better acquainted with the Muslims, or anyone else for that matter, as you experience their culture and show 
interest in the traditions that are so important to them, consistently live your faith.  Let them see for themselves that you 
have a living and vital connection with God.  Relax, enjoy them for who they are and be yourself - God will guide you in 
when to share more fully your faith in Jesus.

There are a number of beliefs we as Adventists have in common with Muslims.  Here are some suggestions of 
how these commonalities can be used to bridge our differences, forming lasting relationships.
Muslims believe...
…in One God, the Almighty, All-
knowing, loving God.

Affirm your belief in the One Creator God, the God of Abraham.  Describe 
yourself as one striving to follow the true faith of the God of Abraham.

…in a final judgment, an “end of all 
things” as we know it and an eternal 
paradise for believers.

Adventist beliefs in the nearness of the end of time, the day of judgment and 
the coming of Jesus are perhaps the strongest topics upon which to build a 
spiritual relationship.  

…in the resurrection of the righteous 
dead at end of time.

It is helpful to point out that we share this hope in the resurrection with our 
Muslim friends.

… in prayer being more than just 
ritual.  It is a means of keeping 
focused on God and spiritual things 
throughout the day and of placing 
before God special requests.

Engage in a prayer ministry with and for Muslims.  Pray with them about their 
concerns.  Ask them to pray for you and your concerns.  When praying for the 
sick, note that Jesus is the prophet that God gave special power to for healing 
all kinds of sickness.

… alcohol, gambling and eating pork 
is forbidden.

Affirm that these are not a part of our lifestyle either, as we try to live our lives 
according to God’s ideal.

…in a battle between good and evil. Affirm God’s promises to provide us His very presence and strength in our 
personal struggles with evil.

…in living generously towards others, 
sharing of the things that God has 
given to us.

Exemplify in your life the love and caring ministry for others, including your 
Muslims friends and neighbours.

Adapted from, “Sharing God’s Love with Muslims, 2011 edition,” 
Global Centre for Adventist-Muslim Relations (GCAMR), Lester Merklin, Director

Sharing the Love of God  continued from page 9

Visit www.pobpublications.com for more information and resources
People of the Book Publications is an interfaith organisation with the 
specific goal of creating an atmosphere of peace through clarifying 

misunderstandings between Christianity and Islam.
Rodney MacCallum, an Australian now working in the Michigan 

Conference, has worked with POB Publications to produce these resources.  
Through interaction with our Muslim brothers and sisters, sharing 

the distinct points of Adventist faith, he has come to realise how much 
misunderstanding exists, the importance of being able to see the world 
through another’s perspective and the necessity to be able to speak each 

other’s language.

Baptising Them…
Werribee Karen adventist ChurCh

On the Sabbath of October 22, 
Myanmar Adventists from all over 
Melbourne converged at Werribee for 
the occasion of the baptism of eight 
young people from different suburbs 
of the city.
The baptismal candidates were 
Nehemiah Bay, Si Si Shwe, Kaplon 
Moo Bay from Noble Park and 
Springvale, whose families attend 
Springvale Adventist Church; Taw 
Taw Soe Wai, Rody Win Maw Roe, 

Hser Klee Moo Kunoo and Yoon 
Yoon Thwel from Werribee and 
Hoppers Crossing, whose families 
attend Werribee Church; and Nay 
Kler Paw from Geelong, whose family 
attends Norlane Adventist Church.
Pr Ainsley Wagner of Ascot Vale 
Church delivered a powerful sermon 
that day and Pr Hensley Gungadoo 
graciously performed the baptismal 
rites. 
Nan Myat Kyaw, who pastors 
Werribee Karen Adventist Church, 
gave Bible studies to the five young 
people from Werribee and Geelong, 
while her husband, Mervin studied 
with the three from Noble Park and  
Springvale.
It was a wonderful privilege for 
these young people to be baptised 
in a pool decorated beautifully with 

different kinds of flowers.  The pool 
was kindly prepared by members 
of Werribee English Church, who 
share the church with the Karen 
congregation, worshiping on Sabbath 
mornings so the Karen members can 
use the premises in the afternoon. 
In retrospect, Eh Paung, the Karen 
Bible Worker in Bendigo, studied the 
Bible with six young people there, 
who were then baptised by Pr Peter 
Watts, joining the Bendigo Church.  
This day of celebration took place in 
August.

Mervin Myat Kyaw

Her Grandfather’s Words
spotsWood ChurCh

Maylin Larrain, married and 
with three children, was baptised 
on September 10.  Although not 
connected to a church as she was 
growing up, her parents, who 
had become Adventists, and her 
grandfather, also an Adventist, still 
had a great influence on her.
Her grandfather had taught her and 
her siblings lessons from Scripture at 
a very young age, and these teachings, 

although they didn’t make much 
sense to her at the time, remained 
with Maylin throughout the years, 
long after he had passed away.
It was when Bob, Maylin’s brother 
was baptised in July last year, that 
those teachings began to make sense.  
Bob invited her to attend the youth 
Friday night meetings and she began 
experiencing Christ’s love through 
the care shown by this group and 
its leader, Shane Myat Kyaw.  At a 
baptism in July, Maylin responded 
to an appeal to commit to God.  
Together we studied the Bible, often 
with her non-Adventist husband 
sitting in.
  Here , in Maylin’s own words,  as 
she texted them to me, is what this 
group taught her during that time: 
“...understanding God’s word, being 
there for others, it taught me to love 

others around me though I didn’t 
know them personally, it taught me 
to be more caring, it taught me how 
to treat others with respect and to be 
true to myself and the people around 
me...God always lead us into the right 
direction...I have been blessed with 
caring and loving people around 
me, guiding me, supporting me, 
being there for me, praying for me...
it was truly a wonderful blessing.   I 
never doubted my heart, I knew one 
day I was going to be baptised and 
thank God that I was able to share 
that special day with my family and 
dearest friends...”  

 Pr Tini Rimoni
Maylin with soMe of the youth Group which has 
been so influential in her journey
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Baptism in the Yarra
nunaWading ChurCh

Friends, family and church members 
joined with Adam Doncevic to share 
in the joy of his baptism recently, on 

the banks of the Yarra River.  He 
spoke briefly of the conflict he’d had, 
wanting to live both in the church 
and in the world, before deciding 
that God truly did deserve his full 
commitment.
When Adam and Pr Denis 
Hankinson, who had studied with 
him, entered the river it had begun 
to rain.  But this did not dampen 
anyone’s spirit, and afterward Adam’s 
joy simply radiated from him, 
warming everyone’s hearts as he 
hugged and spoke with them on the 
riverbank.                 Sherrie Courtney

University Students Make a Difference
gateWay east Congregation

Amogelang Saulo (Amo for short), 
was baptised on September 17 this 
year.  She is from Botswana, and 
grew up in a Christian family with 
five sisters and four brothers.  
When Amo succeeded in obtaining 
a prestigious government scholarship 
to study medicine in Australia, 
she thought she was going to enjoy 
her new freedom.  But she was not 
expecting the secular culture that she 
found herself in. 
“I thought I had left my God in 
Africa,” she said.   Amo felt homesick, 
and longed for a group of friends 
with whom she could have fun, 
without being intoxicated.  So when 
Gateway members knocked on Amo’s 
door during a regular doorknocking 
outreach in 2010, inviting her to 
the Friday evening CARE Group 
meetings at Monash University, she 
was more than happy to attend.  
Amo enjoyed attending CARE Group 
and church, but was only mildly 
curious about why her new friends 
met on Saturdays instead of Sundays, 
and too polite to ask questions.  
But she received the answers at the 
iDiscover seminar series where she 
learned about the “change” of the 
Sabbath.  This, and other revelations 
from Bible prophecy about world 

events, gave her a new thirst to know 
the Bible. 
Amo began to study the Bible and 
at the Gateway church Easter Camp 
made the decision to be baptised.  
Praise God for His faithful work in 
Amo’s life, and His blessing to us in 
bringing Amo to Gateway. 

Vincent Lin was also baptised that 
day, and  ASOC (Adventist Students 
on Campus) was privileged to play a 
part in bringing him to Christ. 
Vincent came to Australia from 
China a few years before we met 
him in 2010.  It had not been part 
of his plan, however his elder brother 
missed out on coming to Australia, 
so he did instead.
Vincent’s first ASOC activity was 
the 2010 iDiscover Seminar.  ASOC 
member, Daryl Cheng left advertising  
in Vincent’s letterbox for  the 
“Monkey Business; Did We Really 
Evolve From Monkeys?” session, and 
he came out of curiosity – and has 
been coming ever since!  
From the beginning, he experienced 
the love of God at the ASOC regular 
social meetings; particularly through 
the big smiles and genuine friendship 
of those around him.  Through the 
CARE group he experienced and 

appreciated the healthy food and the 
singing.  He felt a strong sense of 
belonging, and began to wonder why 
everybody was so happy and full of 
purpose.  Although from an atheistic 
background, Vincent quickly began 
to read the Bible.  He had always felt 
empty and as he began to change 
inside, he realised that with Jesus in 
his heart, he could be loving to other 
people and enjoy his life more.
Vincent officially joined ASOC at 
Monash University in March 2011, 
becoming a committee member and 
helping reach other students on 
campus with the Gospel.  ASOC has 
helped Vincent to find happiness in 
Jesus, and now his joy is a blessing 
to everyone who meets him. The 
workers are truly in the harvest, but 
please pray for more workers to bring 
in the abundant harvests ripe in the 
fields like the universities of Monash, 
Melbourne and Victoria.

Amo and Vincent both gave rousing 
testimonies at their baptism, helping 
others respond to the call to baptism 
at the end of the service.  If you 
would like to hear their testimonies, 
visit www.beyondpatmos.org.  

For more about ASOC, or be a part 
of God’s work on campus please call 
0425 708 289, email us at asoc@
monashclubs.org or find us on 
Facebook; Adventist Students On 
Campus (ASOC) Monash University.

Daniel Maher and Vincent Lin
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Seventh for the Year
Melton ChurCh

On the 24th of September, Edward 
was baptised, marking the seventh 
baptism this year for the church.
Each one of these baptisms was 
made special by candidates’ personal 
testimonies.
In Edward’s case, his story told of 
a family from Fiji, the wife with a 
Methodist background, the husband 
a Mormon one, arriving in Australia 
to live and finally arriving in God’s 
caring arms and into His church 
family.
Although brought up in a strong 
Mormon family, active in ministry 
and church, Edward got caught up 
in a worldly lifestyle.  Soon after 
marring Eva and being blessed with 
a son, Edward heard the Seventh-day 

Adventist message for the first time, 
during an evangelistic campaign ten 
years ago, and seeds were planted in 
his heart.
Early in 2011, Edward’s wife and 
son, William, accepted the message 
and professed their commitment by 
being baptised and joining Melton 
Church.  For Edward the journey 
now became his own.  He was no 
longer dependent on his family to 
encourage or make excuses for his 
commitment.  God continued to lead 
him, encouraging him to make the 
commitment to accept Jesus and the 
Truth - for himself and, with his own 
regular Bible Studies with layman 
Rhouel Caballes and personal 
devotions, Edward was soon seeking 
and believing for himself.  
His decision was not without 
conflict – his was a struggle between 
excitement over attending the 
upcoming 2011 Rugby World Cup 
and being baptised.  But the seeds 
planted many years ago in Fiji were 
no longer seeds, but had grown into a 
‘mustard tree’.
Within a few short months Edward’s 
love for Christ blossomed and at an 

emotional Bible study, he broke down 
in tears and confessed his longing to 
be baptised, no longer able to contain 
his love and passion for his Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus.
The Sabbath day of his baptism was 
all church event, with many travelling 
from afar to attend this special day. 
Pastor Zoran Gajic had the honour of 
baptising Edward into the water and 
all rejoiced as a soul was won God’s 
Kingdom.                    

Rhouel Caballes
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Cause for Celebration
Melbourne asian ChurCh

Church members have had reason 
to celebrate recently as seekers have 
declared their decision to follow their 
Lord.
In July, Anna Hao was baptised.  She 
and her family migrated to Australia 
from Xian, China.  Knowing very 
little about God, and going through 
the challenging time of adjusting to 
a new country, her friend introduced 
her to Melbourne Asian Church 
and she soon discovered the joy of 
attending church.  She began Bible 
studies with our Bible Worker and 
her husband and family members 
have witnessed the transformation in 
her life since accepting Christ as her 
personal Saviour.  She has become 

more patient, positive, and jovial 
after her conversion.  Her children 
are now attending church and care 
group and her husband has recently 
started his own Bible studies. 
On the same day, Margaret Chan was 
also baptised.  She comes from Hong 
Kong and although she attended 
Christian schools, had not developed 
a personal relationship with Christ.  
Margaret met our church member, 
Sara Tian, and they have become 
good friends.  Sara invited her to 
the church and she began to attend 
regularly.  After studying the Bible 
with our Bible Worker, Margaret 
finds that God’s Word and attending 
church has given her peace and 
strength to cope with the pressures of 
life.  Her husband has also witnessed 
her change after she started to attend 
church. 
In September, church members 
witnessed two more baptisms.  
Rhonda Kwan is the youngest 
daughter of William and Rhonda, 
who came here from Hong Kong.  
Although growing up in an 
Adventist family where becoming 

an Adventist was to be expected, 
she still suffered many struggles in 
her spiritual journey to get to know 
Christ personally; learning to trust 
God through the ups and downs of 
growing up.  Rhonda finally made up 
her mind to have Christ walk with 
her through the rest of her life.
Joash migrated with his Adventist 
parents from Singapore to this new 
country.  He started attending our 
church with his parents and became 
an integral part of our church family! 
Our youth Bible teachers, Jimmy 
Lam, Darrell Chang and Eric Choo 
studied the Bible with him, and the 
efforts of these youth have impacted 
him in his relationship with Christ.  
And now Joash has started to witness 
to his friends at school. 

Pr Isaac Foo

Extension Complete!
Wantirna adventist ChurCh

Church members  held a special 
worship service on November 5 
to dedicate the recently completed 
extension and refurbishment of their 
church building. 
The project took about six months 
and added three new Sabbath school 
rooms (designed to convert to a large 
meeting room), a pastor’s office, store 
room, disabled toilet /baby change room 
and complete upgrade of the kitchen. 
Pastor Darren Croft, Conference 
General Secretary, was present for 
the worship service and offered the 
dedicatory prayer, before senior pastor 

David Erickson preached 
a sermon on the church 
as the body of Christ, a 
place where individuals can 
employ their spiritual gifts 
for the benefit of the whole 
body.  He also mentioned 
that he and associate pastor 
Justin Bone “love their new 
office.” 
As part of the fundraising effort 
to pay off the extension, Wantirna 
church held a fundraising evening 
in September: an International Food 
Night.  Cuisines from twelve different 
countries (from Romania to China 

to Mauritius) were presented for a 
Saturday evening meal.  A hall full 
of food lovers enjoyed all that was 
on offer and helped to raise funds of 
over $1,400 in the process.

Jamie Hegarty 

An Active Kids Club
Cranbourne CoMpany

Cranbourne Children’s Ministry 
department, under the Supervision 
of Pastor Peter Hughes and careful 
Leadership of Cameron Samuel 
and Angela Makiru, together with 
Sabbath School teachers, parents 
and helpers, have endeavoured to 
provide a loving and encouraging 
environment for children to grow 
and develop into confident young 
ambassadors for Jesus Christ. 
Children are encouraged to 
participate during the Main Service 
on Sabbath – Praise & Worship, 
Announcing and collection of the 
offering, Prayer for the Offering 
and the Scripture Reading.   On 8th 
October Isamaela Willie, only eleven 
years of age, preached his first sermon 
in front of a full congregation.   
Isamaela concluded his service with 
his younger brother Calvin and 
Tyran Wong-Tung, and together the 
trio gave a powerful message in song 
with their a cappello rendition of the 
hymn ‘I’d Rather Have Jesus’. 
Every second Sabbath the team from 
Cranbourne Kids Club plans either 
an afternoon program at church for 
the children, a craft activity or a 
visitation to a local Nursing Home.  
On one of these visits the children 
presented greeting cards they’d made 

in one of the craft sessions.  This was 
a wonderful touching experience for 
both residents and children.
On the third Sunday of the month, 
a craft activity, workshop (fitness, 
learning about stick insects and 
monarch butterflies, or learning how 
to tie knots) or a cooking program 
(taught  by Rangi Beniaminia-Katu 
and Angela Makiru) is held.
In September the Kids Club hosted 
a banquet for 80 – 100 guests at 
the Balla Balla Community Centre.   
The children played an active role in 
planning, setting up and executing 
the event.   The evening consisted 
of live cooking demonstrations and 
musical performances, all presented 
by the children.   The program 
concluded with the children being 
presented with Aprons (with a logo 
printed on them) and Certificates 
acknowledging their Participation.

Future Plans for Cranbourne Kids 
Club?  Well, we would love to 
participate in local charity groups 
and develop and prepare the children 
to plan an evangelism event in the 
community and then go on a special 
mission service trip overseas, either 
Africa or Asia.

Angela Makiru 

It’s Happening Now!
Melbourne City ChurCh projeCt

Pastor Rod Anderson and his team 
commenced their evangelistic 
series “Its  Happening Now!” in 
Melbourne’s CBD on August 24, 
running six sessions per week 
through until mid-December.  
The response from the attendees 
has been very enthusiastic, as they 
are challenged by Bible Prophecy, 
the doctrines of the Bible, and most 
importantly the grace extended to 
each of us through Jesus’s sacrificial 

act on the cross.  
Practicing Christians who have 
been taught by their church 
priests and ministers that the Ten 
Commandments finished at the 
cross, or those that adhere to the 
Ten Commandments but believe 
they are saved by works, are hearing 
something entirely different, based on 
the clear Word of God.  As a result, 
for the first time they are beginning 
to understand what it really means to 

be saved by grace.  Three midweek 
Bible Study groups have already 
been formed led by people Pastor 
Anderson trained during the lead up 
to the series.  
“Please pray for this work, it is 
progressing well but there is a long, 
long way to go.”

Pr Rod Anderson
interested in knowinG More, perhaps 
undertakinG traininG?  see notice on paGe 31.
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“Before I Condemn the Building…”
Ferntree gully ChurCh
Earlier this year it became apparent 
that something needed to be done 
about a sagging beam in the A-frame 
roof of the Ferntree Gully Church.
 Similar issues had been investigated a 
few years earlier so following dialogue 
with the Victorian Conference 
and South Pacific Division Risk 
Management Service, an inspection 
took place by a qualified engineer.  
You can imagine the surprise of the 
local church leaders upon hearing 
the engineer say, “Before I condemn 
the building, we need to seek further 
advice from a specialist engineer 
who works with wood, and you must 
not use the main church sanctuary 
until this issue is resolved, effective 
immediately.” 
Fortunately, the church has suitable 
accommodation in the adjacent hall 
that enabled regular church activities 
to continue, however, the events from 
this point on have led to a miraculous 
outcome for the members.
The name of Mr James MacGregor, an 

active member of a Pentecostal church 
in Brisbane, was recommended as a 
suitably qualified engineer.  It turned 
out James MacGregor is the man 
who has written all the engineering 
tables for working with wood.  After 
considering the church’s situation he 
called Pastor Trevor Rowe and said 
that he felt the Lord had impressed 
him to assist the church without 
charge.  He subsequently came 
to Melbourne, stayed for two and 
half days working alongside local 
church member and expert builder, 
Frank Ratcliffe and his son Daniel, 
as they lifted the beam following 
the construction of huge scaffolding 
inside the church.
The diagnosis?  The old  milk-based 
casein glue holding the outside 
cladding to the beam became wet 
from a leaking roof repaired years 
ago.  Bacteria ate the wet glue, so the 
beam and the roof sagged.  
The beam was lifted and re-clad 
using new glue and stayed in its 

proper place once the lifting support 
was removed.  Mr MacGregor’s time 
and expertise was worth thousands 
of dollars.  What a privilege it was 
to work with a man so open to the 
leading of God. 
The Ferntree Gully congregation met in 
the adjacent hall for almost three months, 
after which they finally returned to their 
chapel amidst much praise and thanks to 
God for His goodness.      Pr Trevor Rowe

Greenvale Chip®

greenvale ChurCh

A graduation ceremony was held at 
Greenvale Church on Sunday the 4th 
September 2011, for the 26 graduates 
of the recent CHIP program.
The four week four nights per week 
program was supported strongly 
by the Church members and Pastor 
Georges Latchman, under the 
direction of the local Church CHIP 
Director, Mrs Eva Griffiths.
Since the program, many friends of 
the participants have asked to be a 
part of the next CHIP program, so 
another one is planned for 2012.

Barney Williams

A New Company of New Believers
Mornington CoMpany
On October 15 there was much 
celebration as Victorian President 
Pastor Wayne Stanley and General 
Secretary Pastor Darren Croft 
officiated at the dedication of the 
New Life Christian Community 
as a Company of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.  
The company began when one 
couple answered God’s call, and, 
armed with “The Search” videos, 
determined to take the Gospel to 
Victoria’s Mornington Peninsula.  
Ken & Heather Raymond accepted 
all Peninsula responses from the 
TV advertising for Geoff Youlden’s 
“Search” video series and, averaging 
160 km weekly, travelled the 
Peninsula, exchanging videos and 
building friendships. In 2005 they 
received 35 responses and 43 the 
following year. A number of other 

responses continued to come 
from the Internet. Over 50 of 
their contacts received new 
Bibles and “Try Jesus” Bible 
studies.  Then a ‘Dinner 
with Geoff’ was held in 
the Raymond’s home and 
Geoff showed a preview of a 
Prophecy Seminar, asking if anyone 
wanted to study prophecy.
Not having run a Prophecy Seminar 
before, the Raymond’s were placed 
somewhat out of their comfort zone, 
however they took up the challenge.  
The following Sabbath seven gathered 
around the kitchen table to begin the 
seminar, followed by lunch together. 
The group soon bonded and has 
continued to grow steadily. 
Ken and Heather offer thanks as 
they have witnessed the Holy Spirit 
working right before their eyes. There 

have been seven baptisms and two 
professions of faith since the company 
(possibly the first to have formed with 
new members) began in 2007. 
Now, trained disciples each share the 
Gospel with family and friends and, 
rejoicing in their Saviour, are ready to 
take their place as “couriers” for the 
upcoming “Beyond Search” series, 
when TV advertising commences. 
In the words of Robert Louie 
Stevenson, “Don’t judge each day 
by the harvest you reap... but by the 
seeds you sow.”          Heather Raymond

“Gracias”
Mildura ChurCh

Occasionally it happens, that you get 
a genuine, fair dinkum new, young 
pastor assigned to your church, a 
man who oozes the love of Jesus, who 
seems to have the ability to transfer 
burning coals from the fire within his 
belly to the teens and young people 
– making a tangible connection and 
catalysing within them awareness 
and a relationship with Jesus that 
parents thought would never be 
possible...
But sadly and all too often we older 
people tend to take our new young 
enthusiastic pastors energy for 
granted, or we think ‘they’re new, 
they’re young, they will soon settle 
down,’  or ‘that’s their job, it’s what 
they get paid for,’ or even ‘they are 

still learning they have a long ways 
to go!’  …Sound familiar?
My family are from Mildura and 
I would just like to pay tribute to 
such a young pastor who has been 
with us over the past three years – 
Pastor Luis Bermudez.  His love for 
the Lord is welcomed amongst the 
Teen’s at Henderson College and the 
Mildura Church.  His love for young 
people is unconditional and he and 
his wife have opened their hearts and 
home to so many during their time 
here.  There have been over 20 young 
people study and take to the waters 
of baptism because of his contagious 
personality and love for Jesus; 20 
young people that could have very 
well chosen to go down other paths 
leading to nowhere.  Instead they are 
sticking with Jesus, learning what 
it is like to be a Christian and how 
to walk and grow within the church 
family. 
Many of Pastor Luis’ baptisms 
have been at the North West Bush 
Camp.  This year we were pleasantly 
surprised when Pastor Stanley 
remembered by name our little 
family and our son, Caleb, whom 

Pastor Luis baptised last year at the 
Bush Camp.  It was in the Darling 
River, which was in flood at the time, 
the milky water extremely cold.
Caleb was the only candidate that 
day, so Pastor Luis gathered some 
of his best mates, whom Luis had 
baptised previously, his dad, Glen 
Hardy, Stephen Monson and Pr 
Stanley to support him and be by his 
side, both in and out of the water.  
It made for a beautiful Sabbath 
afternoon.  
Gracias, Pastor Luis.  Thank you so 
much, for being you and sharing your 
genuine, fair dinkum love of Jesus 
with our young people at Mildura 
Church.

Ray and Tina de Groot
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The Chang Mai Project
nunaWading ChurCh
A group of sixteen people from the 
Nunawading Church flew to Chiang 
Mai, Thailand to follow up the work 
begun just twelve months ago to 
establish a new evangelism centre. 
The focus of this year’s trip was to 
attend the centre’s opening ceremony 
and run a one-week program for girls 
from ADRA’S Keep Girls Safe shelter. 
Together with a team of local workers, 
Dr Korravich Tangyudamrongkul, a 
dentist with a passion for evangelism, 
has been working flat out on the 
building for the past twelve months.  
In addition to providing the land 
and donated much of the building 
costs, Dr Korravich has also been 
very hands on, often working on 
site in dental mask and gloves, then 
running back to his tolerant patients 
waiting in the chair!  
Many miracles have been witnessed 
during the establishment of this centre, 
clearly showing God’s intervention to 
make this dream a reality.
With just two weeks to go before the 
arrival of the girls, it was doubtful 
that the building would be ready in 
time.   However, the group completed 
tiling, painting, doors, windows, air-
conditioning, the main stairwell, 
plumbing, dining room and kitchen! 
Toilets and hand basins were fitted 
and beds, mattresses, tables and 
chairs were delivered the same day 
that the girls arrived.  On arrival the 
girls, in their best clothes, pitched in 
to load bamboo scaffolding onto a 
truck to clear the site, and so began a 
wonderful week together.

The week’s program included 
worships, English and cooking 
classes, vocational presentations and 
workplace visits, counselling support, 
dental care, and many exciting 
excursions. The change in the girls 
in just one week was amazing.  Some 
were solemn and withdrawn at the 
beginning but by the end, we had all 
formed an incredible bond. 
But meeting these kids changed us 
too; their inner beauty despite their 
circumstances and the love they 
showed us had a big impact. It was 
hard to leave – There were many 
tears and hugs, and plans were made 
to return soon.
A partnership has been formed with 
the only Mien speaking Seventh-
day Adventist pastor in the world 
and Alejandro Cardeinte, and they 
are producing short DVD’s for 
reaching the Mien speaking people 
of northern Thailand.  Great material 
is being produced with just a cheap 
video camera.  The sound recording 
of the video camera is ineffective so 
they have to add sound and dialogue 
afterwards, which makes editing 
difficult. Their end products can be 
viewed on mienmovieministry.com, 
where you can donate toward a good 
camera with microphone input, if you 
feel impressed to help in their mission 
to reach out to the billion Buddhists 
around the world.
The top floor of the building is to be a 
media centre, and we want to partner 
with them in this bold project.  
Second and third floors contain 
classrooms and accommodation for 

training Bible workers, who also need 
sponsorship. We are in the process 
of registering the Acts of Kindness 
Ministries Foundation in Thailand  
and a local Christian member of 
parliament is assisting us.  It’s not too 
late to become involved in this lay 
evangelism project – all volunteers 
will be welcomed.                                            
  So give it a try, it will change your life!                                                                                                                                         
         Steve Pitt
         actsofkindnessministries@gmail.com

The Blessings of ADRA Appeal
bairnsdale adventist ChurCh

Bairnsdale is one of those places that 
has not only embraced the newer 
ADRA Appeal mode of the traffic 
lights collection but still has some 
members who go door to door, thus 
renewing contact with people in their 
neighbourhood. The benefits of this 
“older” way are still enormous, not 
only in terms of money collected but 
also because often we know we are in 
just the place Jesus wants us to be at 
that particular moment.  Let me tell 
you of such an instance this year.
First house.  A lovely mum with 
toddler, new in the area, and a 
generous donation gratefully received.
As I walked up to the next place I 
heard the sound of deep and heartfelt 
sobbing.  The door was ajar, but I 
stopped on the spot and said “Oh, 
you sound so distressed!  Is there 
anything I can do to help?”  I’m not 
sure quite why I did it; it might have 
sounded intrusive.
But anyway, the door was pushed 
open and I saw a lady, mid to late 
30’s, looking pleadingly at me, tears 
running down her face.  
“May I come closer?” I asked.  She 
nodded.
Well, to cut a long story short, she 
told me of her childhood, marred 

by sexual abuse.  She was distraught 
because, as she said, “I thought I had 
dealt with it, but it keeps coming 
back!”  
I dared to ask would she mind if I 
hugged her.  She nodded, so I held 
this sobbing sister and prayed out 
loud for Christ to comfort her with 
His presence and understanding.  
Gradually she quietened; we sat and 
talked.
Long ago when I was seventeen I 
experienced a sexual attack and I 
have worked as a  psychiatric nurse, 
so God used those experiences to 
enable me  to offer empathy and help.  
I had told her why I was there, 
though only briefly, and she gave me 
a donation, asking me to write my 
name, address and phone number on 
the back of the receipt.  I offered to 
be a friend, a “listening ear” if she 
ever wanted one.
The following day I took some baking 
around as I wanted to be sure she was 
ok.  She was much more settled.  
We have continued to pray for her as 
a church group also.
I have two other memorable door 
knocking encounters from this 
year.  One lady gave her donation 
then asked where she could send 

the 20 rugs she had crocheted, “to 
keep the arthritis in my hands at 
bay...  Overseas please, to people who 
don’t have as much as so many of us 
Aussies.”
She wants to pay all costs to do this.  
Naturally she now knows about 
Asian Aid and ICC.  She also gave us 
rubber plants to sell in our op shop 
plant nursery.
Then there was the mother with a 
yeo week old new baby who is now 
getting the “Welcome Baby” monthly 
leaflets - and a chance to learn that 
Adventists do care about people in 
many ways.
The blessings of ADRA appeal are 
certainly abundant.

Judy Walker
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Outreach at the Stringybark Environmental Festival
Ferntree gully ChurCh
Over many years, church members 
Andrew and Lorraine Wegener 
have been invited to present their 
Wildlife and Reptile display at the 
Stringybark Environmental Festival 
sponsored by the Knox City Council.  
This year’s program was held over the 
weekend October 15 and 16, with an 
attendance of approximately 20,000 
visitors. 
The church sponsored  the display, 
which was housed in a prominent 
position on the seating tiers along the 

side of a full basketball court.  
Ferntree Gully members assisted 
Andrew and Lorraine to staff 
the display, spending their time 
mingling with the crowds, helping 
adults and children to touch and 
observe the live reptiles, and sharing 
promotional information including 
Signs magazines and flyers for two 
forthcoming Sabbath afternoon 
events in the Ferntree Gully Church 
and flyers for the Road to Bethlehem 
project. Proceeds of $2000 from the 

display were donated to the church’s 
ADRA Appeal.  

           Pr Trevor Rowe
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Gratitude and Good Health
Being gracious and respectful are 
qualities we admire among our peers. 
The words “thank you” are uttered 
many times during every day.  We 
thank the bus driver, the supermarket 
cashier, the bank teller, the person 
who let us ‘in’ during heavy traffic.  

Yet how often are we thankful for 
the greatest gifts in life?  How often 
are we thankful to God and for our 
family, friends and other deeply 
intrinsic values? 

Scientific studies have tracked 
individuals who kept ‘gratitude 
diaries’ for extended periods of time 
and the effect these diaries had on 
their mental wellbeing. 

The results supported the idea that 
making a conscious effort daily to 

be grateful for things in your life can 
reduce depression.  It is easy to feel 
overwhelmed and judge situations in 
isolation, as they occur. In stressful 
or sad times, it is easy to view 
everything around us from a more 
negative perspective. 

Keeping a gratitude diary ensures 
that we never lose sight of what is 
truly important in our lives.  Write 
down three things, each day, that you 
are grateful for.  It allows the rest of 

your life to be placed in perspective 
and helps to maintain a healthy mind 
and through this, a healthier body 
too.                       Jessica Evans

       Health...
          Mind & Body  

Brought to you by

Forgiveness… the core of recovery
I have always been amazed at how 
completely God forgives us. It seemed 
to me that no matter what I had to 
work through, no matter how ugly 
the addiction … He forgave me, then 
showed me how to heal, how to view 
myself differently, and He changed 
my desires; the things that I loved 
(drugs, drama, and partying) I now 
hated and the things I hated (being 
sober, responsible and in bed by 10) I 
now loved.  

When the Holy Spirit impressed on 
me the need to forgive my Father, I 
wanted to scream!  My only memories 
of him were abusive… I couldn’t 
forgive him; he didn’t deserve it and 
God shouldn’t have asked it of me.  
But the thought kept coming back.

One of the clearest ways to 
understand forgiveness is to study 
how God chooses to forgive us. Our 

sin stands in the way and without 
God’s forgiveness we would be 
eternally condemned.  God verbally 
shares His desire to forgive us – He 
chooses to focus on that, rather than 
on our failures (Rom 3:23, Jer 31:34, 
Isa 55:7, Isa 43:25, Ps 103:12).

My struggle to forgive my father 
continued, until one day I saw a baby 
shoe, and the thought came to mind 
– he had once been a baby… not 
hurting anyone… somehow perhaps 
being hurt himself… The Holy Spirit 
suggested that I could forgive him as 
a baby.  That took hold, and I broke, 
finally forgiving my dad.

A huge weight lifted from my 
shoulders and my heart.  What 
freedom I experienced as I 
acknowledged the debt my dad owed 
me and forgave him, giving it to Jesus 
to carry.  Biblical forgiveness finally 

made sense.  

Recovery is blocked when we carry 
bitterness, anger, and unforgiveness. 

I now see the way the devil used my 
bitterness: the years of not trusting; 
the addictions; rejecting love…

But God has turned it 
around.  I surrender these 
things to Him and He 
heals.  Beyond what I 
hope for or imagine.  
Forgiveness is 
one of the most 
important things 
for us to get …and 
then give!

Cheri Peters
TrueSteps.org

The Rear Vision Mirror
the general seCretary

Blink!  That’s how the year feels now 
that it has almost slipped away.  So 
what does 2011 look like in my rear 
vision mirror? 
For fifteen years my knowledge of the 
local church was formed as a local 
church pastor, where the majority of 
your time and effort is necessarily 
focused on your church.  Now based 
at ‘the Conference’ as I have been 
for the last two years, I have visited 
many (though far from all) of our 
churches in Victoria.  It gives a new 
perspective on what makes church 
tick.  
There is much that is good that has 
happened in 2011.
New churches – The Oasis became a 
fully-fledged Church in 2011.  
New Companies – Mornington New 
Life & West Melbourne Samoan 
became recognised companies.  A 
number of Church plants are also 
underway, including the Melbourne 
City plant.
New Buildings/Facilities – I recently 
attended the opening of Wantirna’s 
extension.  While the Church is 
composed of people and buildings 
are merely a tool, extensions and new 
buildings are often a sign of an intent 
to grow, to do more ministry, or 
cater for more people.  In addition to 
Wantirna Church, Ascot Vale church 
also completed additions.  Berwick 
Church moved to Pakenham.  Other 
Churches with work in the pipeline 
include Springvale, St Albans and 

Seddon Church.  
Youth Pastoral Workers – 
The Youth Pastoral Worker 
program has now extended 
across eighteen churches in Victoria, 
where our young people are working 
and being trained in Ministry.  These 
‘YPW’s are making a difference, 
participating in hands on training, 
being mentored by pastors and key 
leaders in their churches.  Many of 
them will be the ministers and active 
lay leaders in a church near you soon!
Evangelism – Many pastors and 
churches were involved in a wide 
variety of outreach efforts.  From 
Community days to Revelation 
Seminars, Kids Clubs to Group 
Socials, as many seek to actively live 
out their faith through old and new 
ways of reaching out.  On a personal 
note the opportunity to work with 
a local Church in their outreach 
program was a personal highlight for 
my year.
There are also some needs – here I 
list just a few… 
Prayer – We can always pray more 
for each other
People – Disciples make disciples.  
While much good is happening across 
our church the population growth in 
Victoria is greater than our church 
growth – a challenge for us all.
Priorities – I was going to say I need 
more time – but then thought again.  
We all battle to accomplish what we 

want in the time we have available.  
In whatever role we find ourselves 
perhaps the greater need is to have 
wisdom in our priorities rather than 
more time! 
Places – there are still places that 
need an Adventist presence in 
Victoria, and the need to find places 
for people to worship.
So as I look in the rear vision mirror, 
having travelled this road in the 
role of General Secretary for two 
years, I am more optimistic about 
the local church.  I still miss being 
a local church pastor.  It is still the 
local church where the church will 
ultimately live or die.  
Visiting around the churches I see 
many who are quietly fulfilling the 
mission to which God has called 
them – people sharing their faith, 
time, resources and passion – in order 
to grow God’s kingdom.  We know 
the church is not perfect.  However I 
take courage in a chaotic world from 
a statement first made 118 years ago.  
“The church, enfeebled and defective, 
needing to be reproved, warned, and 
counselled, is the only object upon 
earth upon which Christ bestows 
His supreme regard.”  Testimonies to 
Ministers and Gospel Workers, 49.

Pr Darren Croft

Computer Lab Up and Running
edinburgh adventist priMary sChool

Have you seen our new computer lab?
Term Four has seen the addition of an amazing new computer 
lab at the school.  EAPS now has 26 brand new Apple Mac 
desktop computers for their students to use.   For some this is 
their first time on an Apple computer and all the students are 
busily learning about this new technology and exploring what 
applications and programs they have to offer.
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On Sabbath, November 12, 2011 at the Dallas Brooks Centre, with General Conference President Pr Ted 
Wilson present, along with many church members from all over Melbourne and country Victoria, we were 
able to celebrate the commissioning of Danijela Trajkov and the ordination of Cristian Copaceanu and Iutini 
Rimoni.  It was indeed, a joyous occasion.

We share with you here a little of their stories.

Danijela Trajkov
My four siblings and I were raised 
third generation Adventist in the 
strongly communist country of 
Croatia.  We were a big, happy 
family, where singing and 
playing instruments together for 
family worship every day was a 
big part of our lives.  
I was only six when, deep in 
my heart, I first felt God’s call 
to follow Him and minister for 
Him when I grew up.  By the 
age of eleven, I had systematically 
read my Bible from cover to cover, 
four times.
At that time, atheistic communist 
countries had six day working weeks, 
with Sundays being a ‘day for rest’.  
Because none of his children attended 
school on Saturday, my father’s salary 
was penalized for each absence.  We 
were bullied and abused by students 
and teachers alike, and I felt I had no 
rights – my only hope was Jesus, who 
loved me so much, and strengthened 
my faith more and more each day.  
My parents and I prayed for my 
education to continue and a miracle 
happened the year I finished Primary.  
In that strongly communist country, 
God opened a door for the Church to 
operate an Adventist High School and 
later the Theology Faculty opened for 
girls and, still with that strong sense 
of calling, I enrolled.  It was at the 
school that I met my husband, Nick, also a Theology student, and we graduated 
together in 1977.  I completed two years of my internship before we were married, 
and even after we started a family, I continued in some form of ministry.  
Over the years, it has been a privilege to learn and grow in God’s service. We 
worked in Bosnia but when war broke out in 1993 were forced to flee, leaving 
everything behind.  Through God’s providence, the Victorian Conference invited 
us to come and plant a Macedonian speaking church in Melbourne.  I then became 
involved in Women’s Ministries, appointed as Director of the department.  In 2004 
I accepted another call as an associate minister at Northpoint church and two years 
later Nick and I said ‘yes’ to pastoring five country churches.  In addition, I have 
just concluded my Master in Ministry. 
Each day that passes increases my belief that I am where God has called me to be – 
in His full time ministry.

Cristian Copaceanu
I was born to a loving, mission-minded Adventist family in communist Romania.  As far back as I 
can remember, I had a strong sense of God’s calling to mission service - something which my parents 
encouraged and prayed for.  
However after migrating and growing up in Australia, I drifted - lust of the flesh and the pride of life 
overpowered the call of God - and I thought I could find fulfilment and success apart from Him.  
I pursued studies and a career in business; my long term plan including making money, retiring early, and living 
the Aussie dream. 
But Jesus had other plans; He didn’t forsake me, but with the warm love of a Father and gentle care of a 
Shepherd, He persistently walked with me and opened my eyes to understand that without Him all is vanity. 
He graciously reiterated the call to follow Him and I did.  I left my business degree, completed ministerial training at 
Avondale College and, together with my lovely newly-wed bride, Erika, began ministry in the Victorian Conference in 2006.
Over the years, we have been blessed and privileged to learn, grow and serve with Jesus and His saints in this end-time 
movement.  We commenced at Northpoint Church for twelve months where we learnt from Pr Loren Pratt the value of 
individual, persistent and tireless effort in reaching out to the lost.  We spent the next three years as part of the family of Moe 
and Traralgon Churches, where we had the opportunity to support the development of various media evangelistic initiatives.  
Our final two years have been a blessing at Gateway where we have experienced the joy of serving side by side with a team of 
committed young people reaching out to Melbourne’s city dwellers and university students.   
Our time here in Victoria is drawing to a close now as we have sensed the Lord guiding us to continue serving in the North 
New South Wales Conference.  However as we reflect on the last six year, the lessons we have learnt and friendships made, 
the people we have served, we can truly proclaim “God is good... all the time.” 

I believe I heard my calling to full-time ministry very early in life.  I 
remember people asking me when I was about five, “what I wanted to be 
when I grew up”  and I would answer “A pastor.”  No doubt, having parents 
who were in full time ministry influenced my early desire to become a 
pastor.  I thoroughly enjoyed the adventure of going from church to church 
each Sabbath with my parents and three siblings.  Moving from place to 
place was a part of our young lives too; we lived in both American and 
Western Samoa, as well as Fiji.
At the age of twelve, I was baptised, and the next year, along with my 
older brother, we were sent to New Zealand to study, staying with relatives.  
I remained there until finishing my Bachelor of Science.  My focus has 
shifted during this time and I no longer wanted to be a pastor.
Retiring from ministry in Samoa, my parents resettled in Brisbane, so when 
my studies were complete I moved there and found a job in the hospitality 
industry.  
The Lord was still calling me, as I began to become active in my local 
church again.  However it was not until some years later, after working 
in Japan as an English teacher and trainer and travelling through some of 
the countries of Asia - after seeing many of these people’s great need for 
Jesus more clearly than ever – that I wanted to share God’s ‘Good News’ 
in such places.  It seemed that the best way to do this was by 
studying ministry and through a number of Divine acts 
of providence, the Lord led me to Avondale College.
God has not led me back to Asia, but rather, after 
graduating in 2005, He guided me to Melbourne, 
where I met my wife, Jemilyn, whom He uses as my 
greatest personal human support in ministry, and 
to full time ministry at Preston, North Fitzroy (07-
09) and Spotswood Churches.  There are people 
needing Jesus everywhere, and with a group of 
Preston members, we are establishing a church 
plant in the northern suburb of Epping, sharing 
God’s ‘Good News’.

Iutini Rimoni
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Where Can I get a Bible?
WoMen’s Ministries

When Cheri Peters was in Australia earlier this year, 
she presented her ‘Celebrating Recovery’ program at 
Warrnambool, where over 60 people from the community 
attended.  On her last evening, she happened to mention 
that she would also be presenting at a Women’s Conference 
at Phillip Island.  Two young girls who had only attended 
that night for the first time, were very excited, wanting to 
hear more from Cheri.  So they searched the internet to 
find out about the conference.
Upon finding what they were looking for, they were 
disappointed to see that bookings were closed.  They called 
the Conference Office, hoping for a place still, but received 
the same answer.  
Not to be easily deterred, they called again, two weeks 
before the Women’s Conference.  So I said I would try 
and fit them in.  I was a little concerned about how they 
would feel among us – they had never even read the Bible, 
let alone attended a church.  However they shared a room 
with two other young girls, and talked about God most of 
the time.
Saturday afternoon, they approached me to thank me for 
letting them come.  As we chatted, they told me what an 
amazing experience it was for them: the organisation, the 
vegetarian food, so many kind, godly women – young 
and old – all worshiping together…. 
On their way home on Sunday, they talked over what they 
had experienced that weekend, and what they felt they 
needed to do for their lives to be healed completely.  They 
decided they would learn more about God and prepare for 
His return.  When getting home, they put their photos 
on Facebook, and received comments such as “Why didn’t 
you tell me about it?” and “Wish you had invited me – I 
would have loved to go.”
 The very next day after the conference, one of the girls 
called me, asking me to visit so we could talk.  “We want 
to know more about God.”   When I arrived, they excitedly 
showed me a Bible.  

“I take my son to a playgroup at the Salvation Army,” one 
of the girls said.  “I told the other mums where I was last 
weekend, and asked them where I could buy a Bible.  Next 
thing, one of the ladies from the Salvation Army gave me 
a brand new one!”  She was so excited, and they asked me 
to give them Bible studies each Wednesday.
The next week, not only were the girls eagerly waiting for 
me, but they had invited a friend to join us.  They said 
that only God could help them get rid of their past, as He 
had for Cheri!  
I praise God for these wonderful girls.  We are studying 
His word each week, praying together and sharing our 
concerns and burdens.  And they are working on their 
friends, sharing their exciting news and encouraging them 
to come to our Bible study group.
Was all the work we put into the Women’s Conference 
worth it?  Even if it were only these girls who had been 
touched, I would have to say it most definitely was and 
I thank God for the opportunity to run this annual 
conference.  
This year over 500 ladies attended, some from other 
denominations, many of whom were searching for a better 
understanding of God’s love and grace.  He used Cheri’s 
humble testimony to touch our hearts, encouraging us to 
lay our burdens in His hands, and be free, and I truly 
believe that many who left the venue on Sunday afternoon 
were touched by God’s loving hand, spiritually refreshed 
and a little more healed.  Praise God.         

Pr Danijela Trajkov

Congratulations! 
edinburgh adventist 
priMary sChool
This year, in the National Excellence 
in Teaching Awards (NEiTA) 2011, 
1401 nominations were received, 
and EAPS teacher, Renee Hall was 
selected as one of the 568 finalists, 
of which 62 are from Victoria, for 
the Inspirational Teacher’s Awards.  
Congratulations, Renee.

Safe Places Safe People
In television dramas, Hollywood 
movies and popular pulp fiction the 
legal process follows a typical formula.  
Police (or a private detective) investigate, 
an arrest is made, the defendant is put 
on trial, there’s an unforeseen twist (or 
two), the jury deliberates and the truth 
ultimately prevails.  Justice is seen to be 
done – the guilty are convicted and the 
innocent walk free.  
In reality, the legal system is much more 
mundane and much more complex.  
There is rarely any Hollywood style 
drama.  A criminal trial may run for 
weeks.  Witnesses give evidence and are 
cross-examined without the dramatic 
flourish.  A forensic examination of the 
evidence takes place and the ultimate 
arbiter of fact must decide whether the 
prosecution has proved its case.  If not, 
the defendant walks free.  
However, a finding of “not guilty” is not 
the same as being found innocent.  
The prosecution of sexual offences is 
notoriously difficult and even more so 
when the offences relate to child sexual 
abuse.  Further, the issue of whether 
an alleged offender should be allowed 
to continue working with children 
cannot be resolved on the simple basis 
of whether or not there is a conviction.
As a Family Lawyer it’s a concept I’m 
only too familiar with having acted 
for parents who have made allegations 
of child abuse against their former 
partners and also having acted for 
parents who have been the subject of 
abuse allegations.
Establishing and maintaining child-safe 
environments is the cornerstone of our 
church’s child-safe policy.  If a child 
makes a disclose which raises protective 
concerns, we each share a moral duty to 
come forward with the information.  
And it is the ultimate responsibility 
of the Safe Places Committee, 
not individual members, 
to make appropriate 
recommendations or 
directives to best manage 
protective concerns.
Jason Walker
Family Lawyer

vic.adventist.org.au and 
follow link to Safe Places for 

full article

Beyond Excitement
personal Ministries

Beyond the Search presenters, 
Pastor Geoff Youlden, Dannielle 
Synot and Peter Watts, have been 
visiting church groups across 
Victoria, enjoying a dinner and 
preview of the pilot episode entitled 
Beyond Lost. 
The dinners, initiated by Pastor 
Loren Pratt, personal ministries 
director for the Victorian Conference, 
engage and prepare local churches 
to use Beyond as a powerful tool in 
frontline evangelism.
“These dinners have been a 
tremendous way of getting the 
leadership of the Church to promote 
and support the Beyond series 
in each local congregation,” said 
Pastor Wayne Stanley, Victorian 

Conference president.
The idea for preview dinners came 
from the highly successful Search 
series, hosted by Pastor Youlden, 
where contacts from the series were 
invited to Dinner with Geoff as part 
of local church evangelism.
“People love to eat and socialise, 
which is a great way to come 
together in a relaxed manner and 
then they are much more open to 
the Gospel,” Pastor Youlden said. 
The official launch of Beyond the 
Search coincided with the General 
Conference President, Pr Ted 
Wilson’s visit to Australia, while 
television advertising on Prime 
here in Victoria, began in early 
November.                Dannielle Synot
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‘Gli insegnanti di benvenuto’ 
heritage College

Recently, fifteen hardworking and enthusiastic students 
each invited a staff member, as a guest, to enjoy a three course 
lunch in the dining room.  The room was transformed into 
a little restaurant, draped in bright green, red and white 
decorations, revealing the hues of the proud Italian flag.
The Three Tenors and Italian cafe music added to the 
ambience of this amazing experience, that took the Year 
9/10 Food Tech class an entire term to plan and fine tune, 
as part of their major assignment for second Semester.
Each student dressed professionally as they were assessed 
on their table etiquette as well as the delicious Italian 

food.  Their manners were impeccable as each staff member 
was shown to their seats and offered light refreshments.



Help Jeremiah and Obie find  their morning surprise

Find the words in the grid - when done, the unused 
letters from left to right, top to bottom will spell out 
a hidden message.  Words go across, up, down and in 
diagonals.  

Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in the grid will spell out a 
hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go across, 
up, down and in three diagonals.
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N r h l e l e h e n m , t h e c t p i t

y f i e o f D a v i g d o n k e y l d .

m v s f f f k n q m r H e r o d q e g n

www.WordSearchMaker.com

Angels
Bethlehem

David
Egypt
Herod

Nazareth
baby
bright
donkey

frankincense

gifts
glory
gold
grass
happy
honour
hope
joy
king
love

myrrh
night
palace
peace
people
praise
priests
sheep

shepherd
sky

soldiers
stable
stars
straw
temple
trees
village

wisemen
worship

Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in the grid will spell out a 
hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go across, 
up, down and in three diagonals.
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Angels
Bethlehem

David
Egypt
Herod

Nazareth
baby
bright
donkey

frankincense

gifts
glory
gold
grass
happy
honour
hope
joy
king
love

myrrh
night
palace
peace
people
praise
priests
sheep

shepherd
sky

soldiers
stable
stars
straw
temple
trees
village

wisemen
worship

Find the words in the grid. When you are done, the unused letters in the grid will spell out a 
hidden message. Pick them out from left to right, top line to bottom line. Words can go across, 
up, down and in three diagonals.
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Just for the Kids...

Jeremiah’s ‘Venture
Little Jeremiah had been running back and forth all 

day, carrying things and taking messages for the 
guests.

“It’s coz o’ the census,” he explained 
to his bouncy pup, Obadiah, as 
they were sitting under the 
tree having a break.  “Our inn’s 

gunna be full to over flow!  
’n mum says I’s gotta big 
important job to do seein’s 
I gotta big name.  An I’m 

guessin’ that means you 
too, hey Obie, coz you’s 
gotta a big name too!”  
Obie jumped up and 

licked Jeremiah on the 
chin, making him laugh.

“Well c’mon then – we’s betta 
get back ta work.”

By the end of the day, both boy 
and pup were exhausted, but excited 
too.  Mum had just told Jeremiah he 

could sleep on the roof, 
as a guest had taken 

his bed indoors.     
Jeremiah loved 

sleeping on the roof.  
“This’s a ‘venture!” he whispered to Obie.  “We’s don’t 
get to do this often, on account of us bein’ so small.”  
Obie wagged his tail in agreement.  For a while, the two 
of them sat so they could see over the edge, watching 
the hustle and bustle in the courtyard, and listening to 
the noises from further out in the lane.
“C’mon Jeremiah!” one of his sisters called.  “Better lie 
down and catch some sleep.  We are going to be as busy 
as, come tomorrow.”
“Yeh, soon.  We’s just watching all the kerfuffle coz of 
the census,” he called back.  “Sure’s keeping the whole 
town up,” he told Obie.  Bit by bit the noise from the 
lane died down, and slowly the lights in the courtyard 
flickered and went out, leaving just the fire pit.
Suddenly Obie’s ears pricked up.
“ ’tis it boy?”  Jeremiah peered down into the courtyard.  
Soon they heard a sharp knock on the gate, and a deep 
voice call out.  
Seeing his dad walking across the courtyard, Jeremiah 
turned to his f luffy companion.  “Wanna sneak down 
’n see what’s goin’ on?” he whispered.  Obie, always up 
for anything Jeremiah suggested, gave a soft ‘whuff ’ and 
the two crept down the outside stairs, keeping to the 
darkest places.
“…I am so sorry sir,” the inn keeper was saying.  “There 
just simply aren’t any rooms left.  Even my family is 
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Down

8 What did the woman sit on while they 
travelled? 

6 Who was the man who came to the inn 
after it was full? 

5 After Jeremiah had gone to sleep, who 
sang a beautiful song?

2 Who heard the song?

1 Who was the woman on the donkey?  

Across

3 Where did Jeremiah have to sleep?

4 What did the woman have next morning?

7 Jeremiah’s puppy’s full name was...

9 Why was the town so crowded?

10 Name an animal that may have used 
the stable-cave.

on the roof this evening.”   The voice from 
the street was muffled and the two spies crept 
closer.  “I wish I could think of something... I 
imagine every inn is the same…”  Jeremiah 
could hear his dad was unhappy.  This was bad.  
He wondered what he could do to help.  
“…As you can see…” the inn keeper shrugged 
helplessly and gestured behind toward the fire 
pit where people were gathered, “…there are 
even guests sleeping here in the courtyard.  I’ve 
nothing that would suite your wi…”  He caught 
sight of Jeremiah and Obie.  “Here, son, come.  
You’ve been running around all day, can you 
think of anywhere this traveller and his weary 
wife could bed down for the night?”  
Jeremiah hurried to his father’s side, Obie 
bouncing around his feet.  He glanced out the 
gate at the man, and then beyond, to his young 
wife, slumped wearily on the back of a small donkey.  
Ahh, she needed somewhere nice.  But where.  “Where, 
Obie?” he whispered.  Where had they been that day 
that could possibly….  “Umm,  Dad, we’s did go out 
back t’ the cave, this mornin’.  Took some food to Amos 
on account of he’s keeping the sheep on the hill side 
tonight - but…” he looked doubtfully at the woman on 
the donkey,  “… well…  it’s kinda stinky in there!” he 
finished, in an embarrassed rush.
“We’ll take it!” exclaimed the desperate traveller.  “It’ll 
have to be better than sleeping on the side of the road.”  
The woman groaned quietly, and the inn keeper looked 
thoughtfully at her.  After a moment he nodded.
“Yes, good thought Jeremiah.  You two grab a lantern 
and lead these people out back, and I’ll rustle up some 
bedding.”
“Thank you,” whispered the woman.
It was some time before Jeremiah and Obie made it back 
to the roof of the inn.  In the dark, he stumbled over 
his oldest sister.  She rolled over – where ya been?” she 
murmured.

“Sorry – you ok?  We’s just helping out downstairs.”
“Well, get some sleep now.”
But Jeremiah just couldn’t.  He had a funny feeling 
about this.  About the census, and the full inn... and 
about the travellers in the stable-cave.  Sure, he and 
Dad had made it nicer for them, with the bedding and 
all, but the poor lady seemed to be hurting, or sad or 
something.  
So he lay there gazing up at the night sky.  Obie seemed 
troubled too.  He whimpered and belly-crawled as close 
to Jeremiah’s pillow as he could get.  But then, Jeremiah 
smiled, Obie would use any excuse! 
No, this feeling he had – it wasn’t bad, he decided.  It 
was excitement.  And it was all linked somehow to the 
woman on the donkey.
Closing his eyes and rolling on his side to snuggle into 
Obie, Jeremiah determined that he was going to check 
on the travellers at first light.  He had a good feeling in 
his tummy.  
“Father, t’ you this night I’s gives my spirit,” he 
murmured his night time prayer, “... ’n watch over the 
lady... ’n I can’t... wait ‘til... mo.r..n...i.....”

Puzzles by CrossWordWeaver, Maze Creator and WordSearchMaker
Pictures from stock.xchng, iStock and Office 
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Holiday Season Conference Office and ABC Hours
The Conference Office will be closed between Christmas and New Year, closing on Thursday December 
22 at 5pm and reopening Tuesday January 3 at 9am.
We wish you all the best for the holiday season, and may the Lord bless you with safety 
and a sense of His presence and love.
The Adventist Book Centre will also be closed during these dates.
During Road To Bethlehem, the ABC will be open from 10:30 – 5, and again from 6-10pm.

Congratulations

On Friday October 28, Pr Cristian Copaceanu and his wife Erika were 
blessed with the safe arrival of little Kaytlin Grace.

May the Lord bless you and keep you as you care for this precious little 
one, and as you settle into your new life in North New South Wales.

From the Treasurer
Generally, people pay their tithe 
through their local church treasury, 
they receive a receipt and have some 
form of closure; their gift has been 
received and acknowledged.  However 
there are a number of people who 
choose, for varying reasons, to 
pay their tithe anonymously.  This 
month, I would like to acknowledge 
and thank these people for their 

faithfulness.  Yes, paying tithe is 
simply returning to the Lord a portion 
of what He has given us.  But it does 
require a humble and generous spirit.  
Thus far, for 2011,  the treasury has 
received over $140,000 in anonymous 
tithe.  So to those of you who have not 
received acknowledgment, thank you.
I would like to add, that tithing is still 
going exceptionally well this year and 

we are now 8.6% ahead of 
budget.
May the Lord be with 
you all, and keep you 
safe over the year 
end holiday season.
Until next year then,

Peter Lynch

Short Mission Trips 
Really Do Change 
Lives 
gilson College

Over the last few years the Gilson 
College community has been involved 
in aiding a number of humanitarian 
projects in south-east Asia.  These 
projects have included supporting 
two orphanages, helping to rebuild 
villages, building wells, constructing 
water tanks as well as funding local 
teachers.  As part of this ongoing 
project students and teachers from 
Gilson College have volunteered to 
take part in annual mission trips 
into Asia since 2007.  At Gilson these 
trips have become known as the 
my*mission tours. 

The purpose of the my*mission 
trips is to provide students with the 
opportunity to become immersed in 
a different culture and for them to be 
able to give something of themselves 
to help others.  They work in pairs 
or groups of three and spend time 
teaching English in local schools 
and assisting in two orphanages.  
Students become the classroom 
teacher, helping the local students 
develop their English speaking 
skills through use of action songs, 
storybooks and games.  They may 
find themselves teaching any age 
group from Prep right through to 
Year 12.  Some of the classes had as 
many as 40 students in them.

Over thirty people from the Gilson 

College community have been 
involved in my*mission trips since 
they began.  On the 24th of October 
a reunion dinner was held at the 
College to reunite them and the room 
was filled with the buzz of animated 
conversation as the attendees reflected 
on how their particular mission 
experience had impacted upon their 
lives.  From the many conversations 
it was obvious that everyone involved 
had been deeply affected by what they 
had experienced.  The generosity, 
patience, spirituality and humbleness 
of the local people were aspects of the 
trip that were remembered the most.  
All of the Gilson students returned 
with a greater appreciation for how 
much they have and how the people 
they met may have so little but can 
be truly content. 

Tharushi Kiriella who was part of 
the most recent my*mission trip 
in September explained how it 
affected her.   “The journey that I 
accomplished these holidays was 
an amazing experience that I will 

always remember.  To be given the 
opportunity to meet new people and 
to get to know the people in my team 
was something that I enjoyed.  I will 
be going back again. “ 

Jennifer Orwa, an English teacher at 
Gilson College, also travelled with 
the 2011 group.  “The my*mission 
trip was a fabulous experience that 
gave me back more than I gave.  The 
students showed amazing enthusiasm 
with everything they did, singing, 
playing and even laughing.  Both 
students and teachers did so much 
with so little and I found myself 
reflecting on my abundance with 
an even greater appreciation for how 
blessed we are over here, especially 
when I noted their class sizes and the 
space they had for the BIG classes.  I 
would definitely love to go back some 
time soon.  I am very thankful for the 
experience because I know God does 
not take us through any experiences 
without a plan to give us a future and 
a hope.” 

 Adele Bergmann

adayah frizzell, Michelle tran, jayneen orwa, ali rhodes, sheldon warner, toby robinson & bella horlins
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A Kitchen Garden
henderson College

The College sent in a submission 
earlier this year for a Government 
grant of up to $60 000 to help set 
up a kitchen garden, through the 
Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 
Program, which began in 2001 and 
has thus far rolled out in 260 primary 
schools across Australia. The purpose 
behind the program is to bring 
pleasurable food education to the 
school and its community, building 
a knowledge base and understanding 
of the integral role food plays in 
physical and social wellbeing, feeding 
the minds, bodies and futures of each 
student.
Having made the submission, the 
school then waited many months 

before hearing that they were 
successful.   To receive the full 
$60,000, the garden must be up and 
running within six months and the 
kitchen by nine.  
Henderson is in a more fortunate 
position than many of the other 
schools in the program, as it already 
has a commercial kitchen which only 
needs to be upgraded to a homestyle 
kitchen, and there is plenty of space 
available for the garden. 
“At present the garden area is lawn,” 
says Cherie Reid, the program 
coordinator, “but the changes will 
be happening soon as we clear the 
grass away and start marking out 
our garden design.   The community 

has been approached and so far we 
have been promised assistance from 
Bunnings, Neutrog, Global Water, 
Mildura Church members, TAFE 
and university students studying 
horticulture, garden design and 
building.
“It a very exciting program and the 
benefits will be far reaching.”

Cherie Reid

Conference News

Pastoral Staffing 
Changes
It is with sadness we announce 
that Mariusz and Karin Wieczorek 
are returning to Europe.  Karin 
has accepted a position as Youth 
Pastor at Stanborough Park Church 
in England and Mariusz will be 
returning to study for a time.  They 
will be greatly missed at Dandenong 
Polish Church and we wish them all 
the best.
Pr Murray Thackham has recently 
done some volunteer work here in 
Victoria, and has now accepted a call 
to pastor Yarra Valley Church, and 
be the senior Pastor for Warburton 
Church.
Pr Bruce Manners has accepted a 
call to Lilydale church, where he will 
replace Pr Mike Faber.
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Sources from article by Pr Roennfeldt on page 5
Islam in Australia (Allen and Unwin, 2003)

http://www.dfat.gov.au/facts/muslims_in_australia.html

http://www.abdullahsaeed.org/home

http://www.theage.com.au/news/national/inside-muslim-melbour
ne/2005/08/26/1124563027173.html

http://www.newchurchlife.com - the Camel Method for Sharing Isa

References from article on ADVENTIST IDENTITY pg 8
i Muslim Population Growth, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Muslim_
population_growth
ii THE GROWING MUSLIM POPULATION IN EUROPE, AUGUST 
08, 2009 http://ztruth.typepad.com/ztruth/2009/08/the-growing-muslim-
population-in-europe.html
iii Muslims in America – A Statistical Portrait, 18 December 2008 http://
www.america.gov/st/peopleplace-english/2008/December/20081222090246j
mnamdeirf0.4547083.html
iv Boom in UK Converts to Islam, Al Jazeerah, 05 January 2011, http://
english.aljazeera.net/news/europe/2011/01/201115141940879721.html
v  Guardian, Sunday 24 October 2010 14.25 BST, http://www.guardian.
co.uk/politics/2010/oct/24/lauren-booth-converts-to-islam

Sunset times 
Bairnsdale time is 10 minutes EARLIER &  at Hamilton the time is 
12 minutes LATER                                                      

ads and notiCes

sabbath		   opening	 Closing
November 26     20:21

December 2,3         20:27   20:28

December 9,10        20:33   20:34

December 16,17      20:39   20:39

December 23,24     20:43   20:43

December 30,31     20:45             20:45

January 6,7         20:46   20:46

January 13,14          20:45   20:44

January 20,21          20:42   20:42

January 27,28          20:38   20::37

offeriNg  scheDule  - December  &  JaNuary
dec 3 -  local Church budget

dec 10 - Conference new Church buildings

dec 17 - education/Camping Ministry

dec 24 - Mission extension

dec 31 - local Church budget

jan 7 - local Church budget

jan 14 - Conference evangelism

jan 21 - local Church budget

jan 28 - education/camping 

Feb 2 south pacific record

POSITION AVAILABLE 
– Youth Pastoral worker – Expressions 
of interest are being sought for the 
position of Youth Pastoral Worker for 
the Rowville-Lysterfield Church.  The 
position would commence January 
2012 for 12 months, paid for 10 hours 
per week.  Contact Pr Peter Rollo for 

more information.  0423 217 741.

GIANT BOOK SALE 
– Sunday February 26 2012 – 
Nunawading Church Hall from 11am 
– 3pm… not to be missed!  Hundreds 
of quality used books available with 
average price being $3.  Religion, 
theology, children’s books, EG White 
books, Christian novels, biographies 

and more… 
Proceeds going towards Nunawading 

Church building fund.

ACCOMMODATION 
AVAILABLE

• One Bedroom for rent, furnished, 
reasonable price.  Close to Lilydale 
Adventist Academy, shopping and 
public transport (inc. rail).  Perfect for 
student.  Please contact Elizabeth on    

03 9727 1491
•  Single bedroom for rent in new 
4BR home.  Fully furnished (inc. 
new double bed and internet access).  
Suitable for student or working 
male or female.  Located in Altona 
Meadows, 6 minute walk to station, 
8 minute walk to shops and 20 min 
walk to Altona Beach.  (free use of 
bicycle if desired)  $110 + share gas 

and electricity bills.  
Call Migi on 0403 508 860.

AYC 2012 PREPARE MY 
HEART

January 26-29
Our greatest need is a revival that 
can only be bought about by the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
Just as Ezra prepared his heart to seek 
the law of the Lord, to do and to teach 

it, we do likewise.
If you have a desire to serve the Lord 
and are serious about being equipped 
to be trained in practical ways to 
witness, evangelise and teach God’s 

Word, register to attend AYC 2012.
Visit adventistyouthforchrist.org for 

more information and to register.

melbourNe ciTy church 
(age is no Barrier) 

– commencing february 6, 2012 – 
Training Program with Pr rod anderson.  

Visit vic.adventist.org.au and download the information and 
application form.  

information can also be obtained from the conference office during 
work hours, or you can contact rod direct on randerson1844@yahoo.

com.au or 0439 615 250.
be a part of this exciting new church planting venture with the                

melbourne cbD.

 

AdventistBookCentre
While usually open 9-5 Mon – Thurs 
& 9-12 on Friday, during the week of 
Road To Bethlehem (Dec 12-15), the 

Book Centre will be open 10:30 – 
5, and again from 6-10pm

It will be closed for the Christmas 
break, from 5pm Dec 22 until 9am 

Jan 3, 2012.
So come and visit at the ABC.  There is a 

wide range of gift ideas, with a fresh range 
of gift books having just been unpacked.  

Yearly devotionals make a great gift too.  Or if 
you just can’t decide, buy a gift voucher!

And of course, there is a full range of Sanitarium products, as well other meat 
substitutes and the Blackburn Creek label of Christmas drinks.

DECEMBER 12 - 15, 2011
Bookings can be made on 9264 7770 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm until Dec 9

WE NEED YOUR HELP IN PREPARATION AND PACK-UP ONCE 
AGAIN.  MANY HELPING HANDS MAKE THE TASK LIGHTER!

Gift Bag Packing: Sabbath Dec 10
3pm at Nunawading Church Hall

Set Up Half-Day: Sunday Dec 4
9am-1pm at Campground

Set Up Day: Sunday Dec 11
9am-4pm at Campground (lunch provided)

Night Pack Up: Thursday night Dec 15
after RTB concludes

Main Pack Up: Friday Dec 16
9am-4pm at Campground (lunch provided)

Final Pack Up: Sunday Dec 18
9am until finished at Campground (lunch provided)

BABIES FOR THE MANGER SCENE:  There is always a need for little babies to be a part of the manger scene. If you have or 
know of anyone willing to do this please contact Shelley Fairall on 0407 543 815
For further inquires or to offer help in specific areas please contact Anthony Henriques on 0439 615 250  THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!

November 2011
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30 – 31 March 2012
Avondale College
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Manifest is an annual event 

celebrating creative arts for 

ministry

� Workshops

� Showcases

� Exhibitions

� Competitions (cash prizes) 

Entries close 16 March 2012 

� Awards Night  
Saturday 31 March at 7 pm

!!!!!!"#!$%&!#'(!)#*+!#*!(#!+%(+*!,#'*!-'.)/--/#%!0#!(#

www.artsmanifest.info

Writin
g

Film
 Making

Song Composing

Fine Arts

Further information: phone 02 9847 2296 
<leedunstan@adventistmedia.org.au>

To order direct: phone 1800 035 542 
<subscriptions@signsofthetimes.org.au>

Packs of 100 1  2-9 10+

$ AUD 22 | NZ 28 AUD 20 | NZ 25 AUD 18 | NZ 22

Signs Ministry has another goodwill  
brochure for sharing. “Money Meltdown” looks at the 
current financial crisis from a biblical perspective, 
based on Revelation 18. 

To view content and order (stock limited): 
<www.signsofthetimes.org.au/meltdown> 

The Editor reserves the right to edit and include or exclude any article from publication.  Articles not included due to lack of space may be included in a future issue or placed on the 
Church website.  The Editor also reserves the right to exclude Ads or Notices after just one issue.

 Please note, commercial advertising is not published in Intravic.  Only accommodation notices, if accompanied with a reference from Local Pastor.  
Photographs of minors must be accompanied by permission to use the photographs in print and on the web, signed by parent/guardian.

Bible verses are from various versions which may include NIV, JJV, NJJV & Clear Word.                     
NOTE: neither the editor, nor the Seventh-day Adventist Church  is responsible for the quality of goods or services advertised.  Publication does not indicate endorsement of a product 

or service.


