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DEVOTIONAL

The Lord

Live for

We do not know the impact
our lives may have on
future generations...

In this devotional, one of our church members
shares a story from her family’s past; just
one example of when the Lord rewarded a
mother for faithfully living her faith...
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To Give We Must Have. As a preparation for teaching His precepts, God commands that they be hidden in the hearts of the
parents... In order to interest our children in the Bible, we ourselves must be interested in it. To awaken in them a love for its
study, we must love it. Our instruction to them will have only the weight of influence given it by our own example and spirit.
(Education 187)
I read my Bible because I enjoy reading it. I love the encouragement
it provides me and the on-going discovery of real gems tucked in
the pages just waiting to be found.
My Bible links me to the days of ancient God-fearing men and
women. One of my most favourite Bible characters is Abraham - a
true Bible hero. God knew his heart, He knew the strength of his
character. As He looked down, He knew Abraham’s thoughts and

“Make sure you don’t forget the things your
eyes have seen and your ears have heard. Don’t
let them slip from your hearts or you’ll lose
your love for the Lord and your appreciation for
what He has done for you. Teach these things to
your children and grandchildren and share your
experiences with them so they, too, will love the
Lord.”
Deuteronomy 4:9

motives were those of a good man and that his heart was open to
His leading.
Abraham was a wonderful role model for his extended family and
servants. He did not hide his ‘light’ under any bushel. Yes, he
made mistakes – he was human. But still, he was a good man.
I am not living in Bible times – yet I can link my 21st century
lifetime all the way back to Abraham because of the heart and love
for God of my own precious grandmother, Sarah May. She has been
at rest waiting for the voice of Jesus to call her name for almost 70
years, yet her influence lives on.
Sarah May had a very special heart for the things of God. She
came from a Wesleyan Methodist family and with her mother found
much joy in worshipping God, and respecting His Word. When
Sarah May married and gave birth to her first three sons she felt
the responsibility of bringing up children in the wicked world of

1915. She decided to dedicate herself to the Lord, asking for grace,
wisdom and strength to bring her boys up to keep Sunday properly.
A wonderful peace swept over her, and she just wanted to share the
experience with someone.
On Tuesday at the weekly market she met up with a lady who she
felt was spiritually minded, so she shared her experience and was
taken aback when the lady said there was only one thing wrong!
Somewhat shocked Sarah May asked “What do you mean?”
And for the first time, she heard that nowhere in the Bible were
blessings pronounced on Sunday keeping. Yes, there were many
blessings for Sabbath keeping, but that was Saturday, the 7th day of
the week.
So Sarah May went home and studied what the Bible taught about
the Sabbath. The following Friday she said to herself, “You didn’t
know that before, but you know it now, and you know what you
have to do.” And she did. She kept the very next Sabbath. Yes,
her friend was a Seventh-day Adventist, and my grandmother
diligently studied her Bible and became a beautiful Seventh-day
Adventist Christian.
Sarah May’s family grew – she gave birth to eight fine sons and
two beautiful daughters. She was a wonderful wife and mother,
an excellent cook and dressmaker and was known far and wide, for
her warm hospitality. She was also a great story teller and could
make the Bible stories come alive for her children. Being solely
responsible for the spiritual growth of her family, she sincerely
committed her little ones to the protection and help of The Lord
every morning and evening, and lived her love for The Lord. Prayer
sustained her through many traumatic experiences.
One day Sarah May asked her four year old son, Tom to go and
get the bread from the neighbours cream cans, where it had been
delivered. Tom thought it would be more fun to take his shoes off
and go through the bush where the soil was soft and sandy – much
better than having to walk on the hard gravel road. As he walked
along, enjoying dragging his little toes in the soft soil, he saw a
patch that was freshly dug. Eagerly he
stepped into the soft cool soil and
SNAP. A steel trap set for a fox, held
him tight. The pain was terrible and
he cried and called out, unable to
open the strong teeth of the trap and
was too small to pull the pin out of the
ground that held the trap in place.
At this very time Grandfather was at
work at a timber mill and suddenly felt
very ill – so ill the boss of the mill told
him he should get on his horse and go
home to rest. As he rode home he
heard a strange noise and thought
perhaps a hare had been caught in
one of the traps that had been set.
Imagine his shock when he found
little Tom caught in the fox trap!
When they got home, Sarah May was
amazed to hear the story – a story

“Listen... The Lord our god is one God. So love
the Lord your God with all your heart, your
soul, your mind and your strength. Remember
these commands of the Lord as long as you
live. Keep them because you love your God.
Teach your children to love the Lord by obeying
Him. Talk to them about Him whether you’re
at home or travelling with them, in the morning
and in the evening. Do whatever you need to
do so as not to forget what the Lord has said...”
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9
that showed her so clearly that God does indeed hear our prayers.
Her heart was singing in gratitude to a loving and caring Father
in Heaven who had sent her husband (who happened to be feeling
better again) to rescue her small son.
This story happened in my family 93 years ago. Sarah May’s
children all grew up to love and respect the Lord and to pass it on
to their children. Three of her sons became pastors and all her
children gave many years of faithful service to the churches where
they worshipped. I believe Sarah May will surely hear the words
“Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of your
Lord.”
As parents and grandparents, as uncles and aunts, as friends to the
children and youth of our church, as friends to each other and to the
‘stranger at our gate’ – let us lovingly live our love for The Lord.
The God of Abraham be praised!
Rosalie (Judd) Bennetts
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A BLAST
from the

The 1970’s were a unique time - with distinctive
fashions, decor and idealogy. It was a time of
questioning and change.

JMV’s
(Junior
Missionary
Volunteers) still operated and
gave youth opportunity to lead
and experiment safely, but
society was changing and the era
of the regular Sabbath afternoon
meeting was drawing to a close.
Mission remained at the forefront
of thinking, but it continued to be

What brought about this change is
more complex than what follows
but some of these factors no
doubt impacted our church and
where it is now.

As you read, think back on that era, if you remember it. Remind yourself of your
beliefs and way of life. Look back, from today’s perspective. You may just be
surprised.
It was the 1970’s... An era of flared pants, brown striped couches, Vietnam protests and economic stagnation. There was the
original oil crisis which sent petrol prices soaring and economies crashing. The global arms race, with the USA and Soviet Union
facing off with thousands of nuclear weapons and armies fighting proxy wars in places like Vietnam, South & Central America,
Africa and Afghanistan. It was before the computer age where advanced cars meant radial tuned suspension on Holden’s while
anti-lock brakes were yet to move beyond the experimental vehicles at Mercedes Benz. It was the era of fuel with lead in it! There
were no mobile phones or microwaves, and colour TV was still a maturing technology, videos were new and all the rage and music
was played on tape decks, record and cartridge players.

Change of Family.
With the
Sexual
revolution of the 1960’s and the introduction of no
fault divorce, the 1970’s saw dramatic changes to social values
and family structures. A change which has not stopped since. No
longer could the church afford to ostracize those whose marriages
failed. But how to cope with it was not easily understood – and
not always easily done. Living together before marriage began to
increase. Both parents went looking for work outside the home –
either by choice or by economic necessity and so organizations and
churches began to change as the demographics of the ready pool
of people with the energy and willingness to contribute to welfare
societies altered.

And from the beginning of the decade the growth of the Adventist
Church in Australia slowed to the point that since then we have
merely kept pace with population growth – better than many, but
not what we had hoped for.

Reluctantly and gradually the ‘church’ changed as recognition
dawned that the time was coming when the nuclear family of ‘Mum
Dad & the kids’ might cease to be the norm.

Working women were yet to become the norm within church circles and Dorcas societies flourished. Youth song books included songs such as
I’ve Got a Mansion, Pass It On and other simple songs.

Change of Material Focus. People came to expect more. In 1910
10% of people’s income was spent on luxuries – by 1980 that
had expanded to 30%. The growth of entertainment options was
explosive as television continued to change the world. In the
early 1970’s sport was still largely a recreational pursuit but with
television audiences this changed dramatically as bucket-loads
of money transformed sport – football, cricket, basketball, golf,
tennis, you name it - into a thriving commercial business.

Missionaries who returned home during the 1970’s found a country in the midst of
dramatic and continuing change – both within
and without the church.
Timeless

relevance can hold
on to that which
is true and good
from the past
or the future

Worship innovation and change rode the coat-tails of the
70’s. Adventist distinctives that had been largely adhered to came to be scorned
by some and ignored by others – and perhaps in some circles rightly so where the
reason for adherence had become a matter of legalistic righteousness rather than
a joyful response to the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Music saw the rise of the musical ‘super group’ with Kiss, ABBA, and the
Beatles all part of this era. However within the church, music largely stuck
to the tried and true hymns, but with the occasional guitar ‘intruding’ into
worship services along with its accompanying controversies.

society. There was also a growing mistrust of those in authority,
as exemplified by tumultuous change as the government of Gough
Whitlam fell and President Richard Nixon was impeached for
corruption.
This mistrust of state authority overflowed into the Church. Perhaps
expectations of those in authority had been too high and the checks
and balances too little, but change swept through, regardless.
Autocratic and authoritarian leadership was increasingly resisted
and within the Church such leaders were increasingly ignored, or at
the centre of conflict.

Television also played its role as leisure hours previously spent in
family and community pursuits were spent before the ‘box’.

Church was much more homogenized than what we find today. In Adventist churches the three hymns, prayer and sermon sandwich were
standard fare which you could even find preprinted on little note pads in every church back room where you prepared for the worship service.
And several elders would sit up the front with the preacher throughout the service, and that was that!
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Breaking upon the Church was the tidal wave of change in attitudes
that came in the wake of the 1960’s era of free love and mistrust of
all authority.

Change Factors from the 1970’s

In this Article, Pr Darren Croft takes a look
at where our church was at in the 1970’s and
what, if anything, we can learn from ‘back
then’.

Within there was theological conflict that
culminated in the hurt and pain of the early
1980’s. For those in this era, ‘Ford’ was neither
a motor vehicle nor a river crossing, but rather a
byword for division and pain.

considered, by and large, as something in a foreign country.

Several years ago an extreme example occurred when a soccer
player was introduced to his new Spanish soccer team and 80,000
people turned up, not to see him play – just to see him! It cost the
club $166 million to gain his services.
In the cricket world it saw the shaking of its foundations as radical
changes were bank rolled by Kerry Packer with the entertainment
spectacle of one day cricket.
Today sport is big business and for many it is followed with a
religious fervour and commitment we long to see in the Church.

Change of the place of Church. The Church was no longer
considered by everyone to be a respected and pivotal part of

IntraVic // 7

News from our Churches

OCTOBER 2012

Past...

ABLAST
from the

continued

Yet curiously, at this same time, the rise of religion laid foundations for the world as we see it
today: an Iranian revolution launched a theocratic state; Israel cemented her place in the world
after conflict; and born again Christian, Jimmy Carter became president of the United States.

Change of our own perception of the place of our Church. Were we in fact, a mainstream church
or a counter-culture movement seeking to change people and places?
In the 1980’s this became even more of an issue as the Lindy Chamberlain case brought into
clear focus the ignorance of this country regarding who Seventh-day Adventists were.

now to the mansions that Jesus is preparing for us. Nothing in

relevance can hold on to that which is true and good from the past

this life is certain and our ‘stuff’ can be here

or the future, whether or not society sees it as relevant. Everything

today and gone tomorrow; and if we

has its day. As a church we were timeless in opposing smoking,

don’t have Jesus then what do we

then we were fashionable and relevant in opposing it, now we’re

have?

just common place. But the message is, was and will be timeless.

When the Jews in Nehemiah’s time

It’s time to reclaim a focus on eternity. Not only have we lost

became focused on their fancy

sight of heaven we have lost sight of eternity.

While we must
speak the language
of those we seek
to reach we should
seek to live a
timeless message

houses instead of God’s house, God

perspective of eternity that persecution, peculiarity and difference

rebuked them because it indicated a

makes sense. In the eternal perspective commitment to Christ and

shift in focus from the things of God

his cause and character makes sense. It takes the single ‘drop’ of

So, hand in hand with the rise and eventual triumph of marketing over substance, new logo’s
were adopted and replaced, and many were no longer content to be seen as a ‘peculiar’ people;
an identification that had previously been a badge of honour and identity had become, for some, a mark of
embarrassment and shame. We still see this tug of war today, between those who would seek to remove things
that build barriers between us and the culture in which we live, as opposed to those who would
seek to maintain those very things which separate us from our culture and identify us as unique.
This conflict worked its way though many levels of distinctiveness; appearance, diet and
behaviour to name a few.

to material possessions. Material goods and nice houses offer the

this life and places it in the context of the ocean of eternity from

feeling of security but nothing could be further from the truth.

which this single drop has been extracted. It’s why we seek to

Witness the latest round of natural disasters to see the uncertainty

share this message of the good news of Jesus – the three Angels’

of this world.

messages - with the whole world.

Where reverence had been the highest value in church meetings and people met in silence, now
Jesus our friend took prominence as did the value of fellowship and friendliness in worship
services. As people talked more and fellowshipped more, those that were used to being silent
in the sanctuary struggled to understand or appreciate this change. Clothing began to change
too – where church had been about wearing your best, this was symptomatic, for some, of
hypocrisy – wearing your ‘Sabbath best’ to church and then ‘taking it off’ (along with your
Christian attitude) for the rest of the week. For others it came down to making church a more
visitor friendly place and dressing in such a way that the unchurched would feel comfortable
attending. It became more important to ‘come as you are’ than to look on the externals.
Being physically comfortable at Church became more important too, as pews were padded
and heating and air-conditioning were introduced or improved.
Women began to wear pants and jewellery, once largely avoided, appeared in our midst.
For some it was a statement of independence because they had felt stifled, yet for others
it revolved around God’s instruction to look on the heart – not on externals. And when
some went looking for prohibition of jewellery they instead found principles of modesty and good stewardship but little more.
But for many, used to the old ways, it was all too much and indicated a church that was in terminal spiritual decline. With this came the
emergence of the ‘CB’s’ – the Concerned Brethren. This movement was largely led by old men for whom the old ways were the only way. And
with old time authority and the desire to give the trumpet call a distinctive sound they scolded, admonished and rebuked. Yet change continued
– even within those that sought to separate and condemn the ‘worldliness’ the Church was adopting.

Consider the parable of Jesus about the man with

many possessions wanting to build more barns when that very night

It’s time to regain confidence in who we are in Christ. This is not

his time would be up. Life is too precious to lose it on things that

to be arrogant or proud but to be confident in the message He has

are here today but gone tomorrow.

given us to take to the whole world. We need to know afresh that

It’s time to be gloriously irrelevant! The 1970’s introduced an era

Jesus is the very core of everything we do, believe and are. It is

where we increasingly aimed for relevance! Yet one generation’s

Jesus who shines from the words of Scripture. It is the teaching of

relevance is the next’s irrelevance. Every so often I clean out my

Jesus on which we hang our lives, decisions and values. We love

bookshelves. Some books stand the test of time. Those books that

Jesus and He loves us. Because of that love, we seek to obey Him

were often considered the most relevant at the time are the first to

as His beloved sons and daughters.

hit the recycle bin a few years down the track. Those that stand

It’s time to recover our prophetic heritage. In a world that is falling

the test of time often don’t seek cutting edge relevance. Stories,

apart we have a message of radical hope. It is a message that gives

Commentaries, books that work from principle, these are timeless.

a context to those things that happen in the world. We know there

While we must speak the language of those we seek to reach we

is a battle raging, a great controversy between Christ and Satan.

should seek to live a timeless message, above the latest fads and

We know that there will be a final end to suffering, pain, sin and

fashions that date and become irrelevant so quickly. Timeless

death.

Conclusion
“We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall forget
the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our past history.”
—Ellen G. White, Life Sketches, 196
So look at the past, and determine what was of value, what

For those who ceased attending during this time but have since come back, the church they left is often dramatically different from the one they
have rejoined. It is a church that is more accepting of people and where they are at, more accepting of their differences, more open to seeing things
from other points of view, more diverse and more aware that we live in a society with a variety of world views.

is worth hanging onto. Reassess it from where we are at

But has all the change been good? Or is it also a church that is perhaps less focused on mission, less able to deliver on its commitment to
spreading the gospel, more innately suspicious of leaders (religious & secular) and less confident of its own beliefs and place in the world?

It’s about perspective - things we clung to in the past, when

A Blast from the Past

may be incredibly relevant. It all depends on our perspective,

today. And if it stands the test, unashamedly grasp it and
don’t let it go, even if it is from the past.

viewed to day may not be so important, and things discarded
on whom we are focusing.

All this makes for interesting reflection. Gough Whitlam came to
power in the 1970’s on the slogan of ‘It’s time…’

Is it possible that our vision of the mansion over the hilltop has
paled because many now live in mansions on a hilltop?

What is it time for in the church today?

Zacchaeus had a mansion; but for what? It brought him no joy,
it gave him no friends and left him hollow and unfulfilled. That
day he met Jesus his life changed forever as his focus shifted from
himself and his things to those around him.

challenging and trying times. And in days ahead, as

As a church we must shift our focus from our mansions here and

leave you or forsake you.”

It’s time to again find that mansion just over the hilltop. In the
1970’s we all had one - we looked for it and yearned for what God
had in store for us.
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It is only with the

The God of this world has carried our church through
challenges continue to face us we have nothing to
fear. The God of the 70’s is still the God of this
century: the God who promised, “Never will I
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HARVEST OF FAITH - The Testimony of Lena Bosic
Seddon Church
Lena Bosic
gave her

Testimony
at Seddon
Church.
She was

“As a small child I listened to my mum’s stories about her experiences
with God. I did not know who He was but the way everyone talked about
him I knew God must be very big and very important...” began Lena, as
she gave her testimony in mid-September at Seddon Church.

baptised in

After praying, we went back
to the house and sat down for
lunch. Grandmother scoffed
at what mum had said, but
as lunch ended it suddenly
began to pour down buckets
of rain!
My grandma blamed mum
and grandpa started cursing.
My uncle got so angry he broke the glass
in the door, cutting a large vein in his arm,
and grandma hurled a chair at mum, not
seeming to care if it killed her. Frightened,
we ran to the next room, jamming the door
shut.

September

“Early one Sabbath morning my mother
was preparing to go to church. Grandma
didn’t want her going to church on
Saturday, so she asked mum to stay and
help bring in the hay. In the discussion
that followed, my mum told her that God
was powerful enough to bring rain to spoil
the harvest, just so she would believe in
Him.
At lunchtime, my grandpa and uncle
returned to the house seeking an extra pair
of hands. I followed my mother to find her
on her knees by the plum trees praying for
rain. The day was sunny, but I decided to
join her - perhaps God would hear us if we
both prayed together.

It was two hours before we came out to
complete silence. Grandmother had been
crying.
“There must be a God,” she said, “because
a neighbour drove past at just the right
moment to take your uncle to hospital.
But you better pray he lives, because if he
doesn’t you’ll join him.”
After my uncle returned home, nobody

Lawrence shared his testimony
with the church the day he
was baptised by

spoke much about that day. But something
had changed - Grandmother started
believing in God.
This amazing experienced showed me
that there truly is a war going on: a war
between good and evil. I knew that day
that evil was real, so I decided to start
going to church with my mum. I was only
five.
Later on in life, evil got the better of me
and I travelled along the wrong paths. But
once again God reached out to me, rescuing
me from a near death experience in an
accident that could have ended my life.
Today it is my prayer that we all remain in
the light and that you too decide to commit
to God and put a distance between yourself
and evil.”
Lena Bosic surrendered her life to God
through baptism at Seddon church on
the 8th of September, 2012. As a church
family we share her joy and wish her
an abundance of God’s blessings as she
embarks on her journey of faith.
Boriss Soldat

who worked hard to make
the program a success

Beyond Utopia – Revelation & Reassurance for End Times
Mildura Adventist Church
The month of September saw Pr Geoff Youlden visiting the Mildura area in North-west Victoria to present the Beyond Utopia
evangelistic series.
These programs were the culmination of
twelve months of strategic planning, with
numerous evangelistic endeavours, such as
Bible based seminars, children’s ministries
events, a variety of health programs,
Literature Evangelist outreach, expanding
small groups and weekly sporting events.

weeks. Initially there were 100 attendees
at the evening sessions, but as time
progressed this increased to around 130,
with the weekday lunchtime sessions
seeing around 25. And of the attendees
there was an average of 25 people from the
community in coming every day.

In a gentle and gradual manner, the
presentations revealed the Bible truths
about Jesus, including topics on life after
death, the Sabbath and the Antichrist.
With every attendee receiving a Bible to
use throughout the series, they were able
to individually navigate the verses studied
during the presentation, holding the Word
of God in their own hands. Pr Youlden’s
constant reference to the Bible and to it
being its own interpreter left little room for
doubt as to the truth of his messages.

“The series was wonderful”, commented
Anya McLarty who came to every session.
“It was very interesting, very clear and
easy to understand… it is a great series to
invite your friends too”.

One text in particular drove home the
overriding message that forms the basis
of Christian life - a text that gives clear
direction as to the expectation Christ
places on His followers at the end of time.
And if there ever was a text that captures
the essence of who we are as an Adventist
movement, this is it: “Here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus.” Revelation 14:12 (KJV).
A dedicated team of church members,
including some currently studying for
baptism, supported the program which
unfolded as eleven sessions over two
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Pr Youlden

Some of the Utopia team

Many copies of the Life After Life DVD
series (the studio recorded version of
the Beyond Utopia seminars) were sold
at the event and community members
who attended regularly received a
complimentary set of the recently released
Beyond the Search DVD’s, and thus the
message of hope that we shared with
attendees was taken back to the homes of
their family and friends.
Pr Youlden gave a double presentation
at Mildura church to conclude the series.
The final topic was Baptism and during
the service Lawrence Williams’ baptism
gave public testimony of his commitment
to God Pr Youlden then made an appeal
to which 28 people responded, requesting
baptism.
The baptismal service was followed by a
vegetarian buffet banquet and fruit filled
dessert, celebrating the health message we

share and that Pr Youlden had endorsed
repeatedly throughout the seminars.
While the presentations were evangelistic
in intent, the Beyond Utopia series was
a blessing not only for the community of
Sunraysia but also for the members of the
Mildura and Dareton Adventist Churches
as no Adventist could sit through them
and not feel the weight of the message for
themselves, deep within. Pr Youlden’s
presentations revealed in an easily
understandable fashion how the beliefs we
hold as a Seventh-day Adventist Church
movement are solidly biblical, reassuring
us of the truthful basis of our own faith.
It reinforced that what the Lord has
revealed to us is still relevant today and
should be shared with the world. Just as
Martin Luther was the man for his time
to preach the truth of salvation by faith,
now we are the people to present the Three
Angels Messages of the truth that Jesus
IS coming soon! This program is a ‘must
see’ presentation for preparing to present
the hope that we have to the world in these
troubled times, a hope the world is hungry
to hear.
A follow up Prophecy Seminar has now
commenced with 60 people registered. We
pray that God will continue to bless those
who are seeking a closer relationship with
Him.
Pr David Butcher & Di Obst
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News from Henderson College
Going Green – With the onset of
spring, wonderful progress was made in
the school’s Stephanie Alexander Garden.
Over 20 fruit trees were planted, the
irrigation system extended and the chicken
house was built (thanks to acting principal,
Greg Hinze. With the warmer weather, the
plants are beginning to grow rapidly which

further enthuses our student gardeners. A
major project is the school vines. With the
skill and time of a faithful few who are
tending these vines, they have become a
significant fundraiser for the school, with
income generated being used to purchase
extra equipment and classroom items, as
well as other essential things such as 300

chairs for the stadium.
On Air - The college has recently been
running two television advertisements,
increasing exposure and enrolments for the
school. Visit Henderson.adventist.edu.au
to view these commercials.

Some Highlights of Term Three at Gilson College
Year 2 Excursion - The Year
2 students at Gilson College were very
excited when the double-decker bus arrived
at school and were thrilled to be able to sit
at the top of the bus as they travelled to the
city. The purpose of the excursion was to
look at different types of bridges and they
had an amazing view of the Westgate,
Bolte, Sandridge Rail and Princess
bridges as they travelled. As part of the
excursion the students stopped to explore
the Flagstaff Gardens and walk around
parts of the city. Discussion included the

different types of bridges, their main parts
and what they are constructed of.
Year 11 Trip – At the beginning
of September on of the Year 11 classes
flew to the Gold Coast to begin their tenday trip. The following day the second
class travelled to Sydney and the third to
Avondale.
At the Gold Coast, students took surfing
lessons, spent a day at Currumbin Wildlife
Sanctuary learning about Australia’s
flora and fauna and had a fun filled day at
Dream World.

In Sydney the group toured the Blue
Mountains, visited the Sydney Adventist
Hospital and travelled by ferry to Darling
Harbour and Manly.
At Avondale College, students learnt about
courses offered there, attended the college
church and experienced what it would be
like to be a student there and many of the
students recommitted their lives to God as
a result of the worship programs conducted
throughout the trip.
Adele Bergmann

After School Support
Program for Our
Sudanese Families
Heritage College
After several months of planning the program is up and
running, with fifteen enthusiastic students staying behind
after school. The aim of the club is to improve academic
achievement and offer holistic support to enhance the
students physical, social and emotional wellbeing, and
help them understand, connect and contribute to their
community.
The Australian Government’s National Partnerships
program has provided assistance to get the program
going. Five volunteer Education students from Monash
University are helping under the coordination of one of
the parents.
The students are involved in learning through games,
music, homework activities and activities where
communication is necessary to solve problems.
The parents of our Sudanese students are also part of the
program with specially designed sessions
to assist them with language and assimilation into
Australian culture.

Did You
Know...
The 2011 Census revealed
some good news for our
church here in Australia.
There has been a 14% increase
in people (7,747) identifying with us, since the
last census. We have not seen growth like this for many decades (in 2006,
the increase was 2.6%) and is second only to the Oriental Christian Church.
And the big news for Christianity as a whole in Australia is that, contrary
to the media reports, Christianity IS growing, with an increase of 3.7% of
Australians identifying themselves as Christian.
The good news from the Census raises a number of questions. Where has the
growth come from? What significant changes have occurred in our churches
or outside of them over the last five or so years to produce such a result?
Census Year
1981
1986 		
1991 		
1996 		
2001 		
2006 		
2011 		

Seventh-day Adventists

% Of Population

47,474 			
47,984 			
48,341 			
52,655 			
53,844 		
55,255 			
63,002 		

0.33
0.31
0.29
0.30
0.29
0.28
0.291

A large part of our growth, 5221 has come from immigrants. The rest, 2526
came from youth and conversions. In looking at these figures you need to
keep in mind that transfer in and conversion will be higher than these figures
as these figures are the net difference between the increase and loss. Philip
Hughes, from Christian Research Association, also suggests that “there is
evidence of some conversions among younger people.”2.
The Census doesn’t tell us how many people are in church on Sabbath but it
does give us a very important indicator of trends of religious identification.
It is very encouraging even when you allow for immigration that the trend is
positive unlike most denominations.
Even though the Census result are positive they do provide a challenge, if you
compare how many Adventists are in our churches each Sabbath, versus how
many identify with us. If we were to reengage with former attendees who still
ally themselves with our church how much healthier our churches would be!
Can you
think of someone you used to see regularly, but have not
heard from for ages? Or maybe you are working with a
new Australian who may have been connected to the
church in their past. Take time to find out their story
and find ways to engage with them. With Christmas
approaching it is an ideal time to open the door of
friendship.
Rob Steed
Ministerial Association Secretary
Notes
1. Table 1 Source Australian Census
courtesy Christian R esearch Association
2. Seventh-day Adventists: Report based
on the National Population and Housing
Census Rev Dr Philip Hughes Christian
Research Association September 2011
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“All to Jesus I surrender all
to Him I freely give…”

Singles Weekend
at Phillip Island

Elders & Personal Ministries
GROW Conference

VicYouth

Elders and personal ministries representatives from across Victoria were truly
blessed as they gathered at Camp Howqua for a weekend of inspirational and
challenging messages from our dedicated leaders.
President of the South Pacific Division,
Pr Barry Oliver led the charge,
reminding everyone that no matter what
the challenge, surrender it to Christ. He
shared messages of encouragement from
men and women in the Bible, challenging
us further on the great commission of
preparing souls for the Kingdom.
Our leaders, Pastors Rob Steed and
Loren Pratt, organised interesting and
challenging programmes involving the
presentation of five case studies from
churches experiencing rapid growth,
sharing how the Lord was leading
through the lives of committed men and
women in Victoria. This triggered group
discussion, stimulating reflection on how
we as leaders could arm ourselves with
growth strategies to take back to our
churches. General consensus was that
Sabbath school plays a pivotal role in our
churches, and people need to experience
friendship, affirmation and hospitality.
In the afternoon, a range of sessions were
available, including conducting a Bible
study, preparing convicting sermons,
role of an effective elder, and relational
evangelism and participants attended the
training session of their choice, where
they received resources and outlines to

support their roles and responsibilities as
“...ambassadors, organising workers to
hunt for souls needing help”.
Later in the evening Barry Oliver
presented an encouraging report on
the outstanding areas of growth and
development throughout the South
Pacific Division, which gave us insight
into the global expansion within our
church. We were fascinated by the
project developments and how the Lord
continues to bless the church throughout
the South Pacific Division.
Finally, on Sunday we gathered to reflect
on the highlights of the weekend and key
aspects the Conference leaders wanted
emphasised. Many commented on how
valuable the training sessions were in
learning new leadership strategies.
The elders are looking forward to
the next training session 2013. Our
Conference leaders are to be commended
for their vision and insight into the needs
of our region. Those who attended were
greatly inspired and will be encouraging
others not to miss out on these
important opportunities for professional
development.

On the first weekend of September we spent the several days at
Phillip Island for a time of networking and spiritual enrichment. All
those attending had a blessed time and are looking forward to having more
weekends like these in the future. Here are some thoughts and reflections by a couple of
people who were there for the weekend.
Moe Ioane Stiles
Twenty-five members of the Adventist Adult Singles Ministry
braved the wind and rain to arrive at the beautiful Phillip Island
Adventure Centre for a weekend of worship, fellowship and
challenging adventure activities.
The venue was excellent and despite the inclement weather central
heating and well equipped quarters made for a very comfortable
stay, and whether it was breakfast, lunch or tea, we were given a
sumptuous spread.
Moe Stiles and Phillip Hyland from VicYouth were our hosts for
the weekend, and they emphasized the importance of developing
strong and meaningful connections with our God, with our families
and with our friends.
Sabbath afternoon was memorable as we witnessed a demonstration
of the awesome power of nature, viewed from the relative comfort
of the Visitor Centre at the Nobbies, where a magnificent scenic

panorama was provided by the
frothing, turbulent, waves.
Saturday night found us enjoying
some old fashioned games that
we remember from the days of church social and saw the braver
members of the group enjoying the challenge of the flying fox and
the giant swing. (For those who are wondering, Moe excelled at the
giant swing!)
The most memorable and satisfying feature of this weekend
however, was not the wonderful activities, food or environment,
but the great fellowship we each had as we got to know each other.
Our sincere thanks to the staff of the centre who went out of their
way to make us feel welcome, to VicYouth staff who gave us their
weekend, And Judy and her team who organised it all.
Ray Lucas and Rod Ferris

Mrs Jessie Fuamatu
Western Samoan Church

Welcome to Our Conference
Vikram Panchal joined the Victorian Conference as an intern pastor in June this
year, and has been working with Gateway Adventist Church.
Originating from Mumbai in India,
Vikram came to Australia to pursue his
undergraduate studies in Commerce and
IT at Melbourne University in 1998.
After working for a major logistics
firm in Melbourne he came in contact
with the Seventh-day Adventist church,
where studying Bible prophecy changed
his life and made him commit to serving
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God in full-time ministry.
Since then Vikram has served two
years as a Bible worker at Gateway
and recently completed his Masters of
Divinity at the Seventh-Day Adventist
Theological Seminary in Andrews
University, Michigan. Vikram, welcome
back to Victoria and to our Conference.
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Ads & Notices

Coordinator and Educators Needed

Nunawading Christian College Primary is seeking the services of an educational coordinator and educators for
the growing after-school care service. Appropriate qualifications are required, either a Diploma in Children’s
Services or be currently enrolled education (primary or secondary) student.
For more information please contact Peter Michalski on 03 3878 9927 or pmichalski@ncc.adventist.edu.au

Sunset
times

Bairnsdale time
is 10 minutes
EARLIER &
at Hamilton
the time is 12
minutes Later

SafePlacesSafePeople

Nov 2012

Position Vacant
Manager
ADRA Sunraysia are specialists in New and Used Office
Furniture, established since 1993. Profits go to support local
youth and community projects.
services
an experienced
and mature
motivated
We We
seekseek
the the
services
of aofmotivated
professional
for our
Mildura
professional
for our Mildura
warehouse.
Preferred
age is 30warehouse.
– 50 years. The
Thesuccessful
successful
applicantmust
mustbe
beable
ableto
todirect
direct staff,
staff, handle
handle sales, coordinate
applicant
coordinate
deliveriesand
andliaise
liaisewith
with suppliers,
suppliers, carriers
carriers and
and clients.
deliveries,
clients.

Applicants must demonstrate a commitment to the ethos of ADRA
Australia and the beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Opening Closing

vic.adventist.org.au and follow link to Safe Places

ADVENTIST SINGLES NETWORK
A group for sharing with and supporting single adults. Are you single? Have you experienced
divorce of the death of a spouse? Are you a single person looking for support and to share time and
fellowship with others in a supportive group?
Meeting once a month for varied programs: dinners, boat cruises, picnics & retreats. If you would like to be
kept up to date with what’s happening for the singles of Victoria, including details regarding future event
please fill in the following:
Name:___________________________________________________________D.O.B ___/___/____
Address: __________________________________________________________________________
Suburb:_____________________ Postcode:_______ State:_______ Church:___________________
Contact No:_____________________________ Email:_____________________________________
Future event ideas/suggestions:_______________________________________________________
I consent to release all photos and videos for Connect: Adventist Singles Network promotion and use.

Completed forms can be handed back or sent to:
Seventh-day Adventist Church (Victorian Conference)
PO Box 215
Nunawading, Vic 3131
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If you see this as your opportunity to escape to the country
please contact Darcy Malycha on 0418 596 240 or email
adrasunraysia@ncable.com.au.
Resumes can be emailed or posted to PO Box 5072, Mildura,
VIC, 3502.

Applications close August 31 2012
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December 10-13
Phone line for tickets open from
November 26
03 9264 7770
www.roadtobethlehem.org
Volunteers needed. Contact
Anthony Henriques on 41408920455
to register your interest.

Nov 30-Dec 2, 2012

Counsels on Health, p. 544

The new Australian chapter of the Adventist Medical
Evangelism Network (AMEN) invites you to partner
with us in learning to share the gospel in day-to-day
medical practice and health evangelism. The parent
AMEN organisation is also a member of ASI
(Adventist-laymen’s Services & Industries), and as
such, our goal is to work in cooperation with the
Seventh-day Adventist Church and Adventist Health
in achieving this end.	
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Nov 2,3; 7.56
Nov 9,10; 8.04
Nov16,17; 8.11
Nov 23,24; 8.19
Nov 30; 8.26
Dec 1;

The Mildura Adventist Church has a regular attendance of
approximately 200, an active youth group, Adventurers Club and
Sabbath School classes for all ages. The associated school, Henderson
College, caters for Prep to Yr10, with around 140 students.

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

LOCATION

University College
The University of Melbourne
40 College Crescent
Parkville VIC 3052
For information and registration:
Web: www.amensda.org/events
Email: amensda.au@gmail.com
Ph: 0438 059 018

November
3 - Local Church
Budget
10 - World Mission
Budget - unusual
opportunities
17 - Education/
Camping
Ministry
24 - Local
Church Budget

December
1- Mission Extension
8 - Conference - new
church buildings
15 - Education/
Camping ministry
22,29 - Local Church
Budget

Giant Book Sale
Quality used books. 70% at $3. A must for SS teachers, laypreachers, church librarians, readers... Religion, EG White,
Bibles (incl children’s editions), Christian novels and music
books.
Proceeds go to Nunawading Church Building Fund.
11-3 Sunday October 27 at Nunawading Church Hall, Central
Rd Nunawading.
Apprentice Chef required
Wanted - enthusiastic hard working employee with a passion
for food, including vegetarian cooking. Alstonville Adventist
Retirement Village in NNSW is a 51 bed low care facility
located in a subtropical climate on the Alstonville plateau, 15
minutes from terrific beaches.
An understanding of the Adventist church and its beliefs is
essential, as is a desire to learn and produce high quality meals
for the residents.
Commencement date negotiable.
Applications to Hotel Services Manager, 77 Pearces Creek Road,
Alstonville, NSW 2477. Enquiries b_wegener@aacnnsw.com.au
or phone 02 6628 1944. Applications close November 12, 2012.
Volunteers Needed
Pr Wolfgang Jenke and his wife Lyn Joy, supported by their
churches in Farleigh and Walkerston, QLD, are taking a flyn-build team to the Philippines to construct teachers cottages
at the Negros Oriental Adventist Academy. They are in need
of blocklayers, a plumber, electrician and carpenters. Two
departure dates - November 17 and 24, through to December
9. For details contact Wolfgang on 0423 031 818 or wljenke@
gmail.com.
Depression Recovery Program
This well established, medically and spiritually based program has
been run successfully in many countries.
Far more than just touching on depression recovery, the
ultimate goal is to optimise brain function - something we all
need regardless of age! This program provides an excellent
opportunity to bring your friends to learn how to overcome some
of the difficulties life throws at us.
An eight week series, this program commenced October 22, is
run each Monday evening at 7pm, through until December 10,
and can be joined any time until the third session.
Dandenong Polish Church, 100 James Street, DDN
Contact Marie on 03 9793 4007 for more info. (Sessions will be
run in English)

AdventistBookCentre
elease
New R

$14.95

THIS COMPELLING AND
AUTHORITATIVE REBUTTAL OF
EVOLUTION IS A MUST READ FOR
TODAY’S STUDENTS.
The more people understand about the theory of evolution, the more
they will understand how it does NOT make sense.
Author, Dr John Ashton, systematically and in an easily readable fashion,
works through twelve reasons why evolution cannot explain the presence
of life on earth.
Dr Ashton is Adjunct Professor of Biomedical Sciences at Victoria University,
and Adjunct Professor of Applied Sciences at RMIT. He holds a BsC
(Honours) with prize in chemistry and PhD in a branch of philosophy dealing
with the limits of knowledge( epistermology), also with
prize, from the University of Newcastle, and an MSc
from the University of Tasmania. He is a Chartered
Fellow of the Royal Australian Chemical Institute and a
former Honorary Associate in the School of Molecular
&Microbial Biosciences at the University of Sydney.

Also by Dr Ashton, and available at the ABC, is
Six Days; Why 50 Scientists Choose to Believe in
Creation ($21.95).
141 Central Road Nunawading,
Hours: 9-5 Mon - Thurs & 9-12 Fri 03 9264 7766
vicabc@adventist.org.au
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