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A Note from the Editor...

As I think back over my life, I have many fond memories of Big Camp.
I am sure that you do as well. I can remember the smell of the dust
and the canvas tents, the taste of the pre cooked meals from the camp
kitchen and the sound of precious old hymns, as well as happy children’s
songs coming from the various pavilions. As I reflect, however, there
are two other strong recollections I have of Big Camp.

The first is that Big Camp always reminds me that we are one family - God’s
family. As people come together from the far ends of the Conference, we are
reminded that we share a common purpose and that we love being together. At
camp we come together to renew old acquaintances. We come together to meet
and welcome new members. We come together to experience reunion; of our
family and of God’s family. I pray that at this camp you can experience the rich
joy and warm fellowship of being together as God’s family.
On the other hand, Camp is often a time when family members separate and
go their different ways. Children go to their different divisions, adults and youth
head off in their respective directions. Parents complain because they never
see their children, but are quietly happy to know they are well looked after and
enjoying a church event.
The second recollection I have of big camp, is that it is a time of meaningful
spiritual enrichment. It is a time when we learn more of Him, a time when we
see Him from new perspectives, a time when we are led to stand in front of
Him and experience awe once again.
It is also a time when we hear His call, a time when we sense an inner longing
to be truly His, a time when we decide that we will seek Him with greater
intensity, a time when we will make commitments to serve Him – our God
and Saviour - with all our might and strength.
This year, there is a great line up of speakers to lead and challenge us. We
have invited some of the best Biblical story tellers, Biblical scholars, and
some of the best thinkers and the best evangelists. These speakers will
challenge us and it is my prayer that they will help to strengthen your
personal relationship with your heavenly Father.
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Pr Brad Thorp

creative, get lower grades and often develop addictive personalities and a value system opposed to Biblical Christianity.

President, Hope Channel

“By beholding we become changed,” and so much of what is on TV today is of a character to change us in the wrong
direction. So it is my view that unless programs or websites are very carefully selected, television, as well as Internet
and Social Media, is dangerous for anyone – child, adolescent, teenager, adult, or senior citizen! Everyone! It can be
explosively destructive to spirituality.
But, IF you are going to have TV in your home, you should have Hope Channel! Christian TV can be a huge blessing!
It can fill us with hope; educate our minds with the things of heaven; inspire us to greater service; lead us to authentic
Christian discipleship; connect us with fellow believers; break down walls of prejudice; go
where no missionary can go and do a work in evangelism that only heaven can measure. The
Christian TV
digital media available today opens huge doors of opportunity to share the Gospel, and we
can be a huge
need to take every advantage of it we can - digital media is the way the world communicates
and it is vitally important we communicate through this media. Therefore Hope Channel is
blessing
critically important for mission and discipleship.

Pastor Brad Thorp originally comes from Canada. He did his best to avoid
becoming a pastor but God put him into the ministry!
Raised in a Seventh-day Adventist family, he was strongly attracted to the
commercial business world and in college planned for a career as a lawyer.
While coming back to Newbold College from a hitch-hiking trip on the European
continent, he met another student on the English Channel ferry who challenged
his belief in Christianity. The discussion left him convinced there was something
profoundly valid about Jesus Christ.
Later he was impressed to begin reading a biography of Jesus Christ, entitled
“Desire of Ages”, and Jesus changed his life. Encouraged to become a pastor, he
began, but then quit the ministry after six months of internship. However three
months later a supernatural “voice” emphatically told him to get back to it! It
was clear... God was not going to let him off the hook!

After years
as a Bible
Instructor,
singing
evangelist, pastor, evangelist, teacher, and nine years of
teaching and preaching in Europe, Brad was called in 1993
to coordinate NET 95. This was the beginning of what
is now Hope Channel and the Thorps currently serve as
the President and Vice President of Hope Channel – the
official ‘television voice’ of the World Adventist Church.
Brad also serves as a Field Secretary of the World Adventist

The real problem with typical secular TV is that the ideas so powerfully, attractively and
persuasively presented are based on an atheistic, evolutionary, naturalistic worldview.

Church.
Kandus is an accomplished pianist and serves as Vice
President of Production and International Development
for Hope Channel. She is host of the popular “My Story,
My Song” musical program on Hope Channel, featuring
outstanding musical talent in the Adventist church. She
has trained hundreds of people around the world in
television production including “Project Hope – Australia”
in 2008.
Brad and Kandus will celebrate 29 happy years of marriage
while at the Victoria Conference Camp meeting.

Our Hope Channel, and some other Christian TV channels, are based on “In the beginning, God created …” Diametrically
opposed, these two different worldviews compete for the heart loyalty of viewers, and imperceptibly we are changed
into either the image of “survival of the fittest”, or the image of the gracious Saviour from Galilee! The Apostle Paul’s
encouragement, “Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold” (Romans 12:1; Philips) is more appropriate today than it
ever was.
We need to stay in touch with society. We need to be “in the world, but not of the world.” We need to help our children and
youth properly evaluate and interpret what they see and hear all around them. We are not raising Adventist hermits! Nor
are we to be Adventist “Ostriches” hiding our heads and not pro actively and boldly witnessing
for Jesus. And who better to interpret the world than Adventist parents,
pastors and teachers? We are not called to back away from intellectually
examining and searching for truth wherever God’s revelation leads.
But at the end of the day, let’s never forget we are being led in
either one of two directions according to the worldview we accept.
Both worldviews necessitate acceptance by faith.

I Don’t Recommend TV
							but…

I choose to put my faith in the worldview based on the
gracious Creator and Saviour of Eden and Gethsemane!

My sermon series at Victoria Conference Big Camp will focus
on the big worldviews that are competing for our loyalty. It
is my prayer that throughout this weekned, your heart will
be warmed and you will be encouraged to walk closer to our
gracious God!
Oh, and by the way – if you have TV, thanks for
watching Hope Channel!

As the leader of Hope Channel and the exploding evangelistic ministry that these eleven, soon
to be thirteen, separate channels represent, I am often asked about television and how we can
use TV media most effectively.

Ironic as it may be, my wife Kandus and I never had a television in our home until we began our
ministry with what is now Hope Channel. Generally speaking, we strongly believe TV is not a
good influence in any home – particularly for small children. Raising three sons, it was important
to us to ensure our home would be a place where they were surrounded with the best influences
we could provide. We thank God today, that all three are deeply
committed Christians, preparing for service as medical doctors.
By beholding
There are exceptions of course but typically, TV is full of violence,
we become
blasphemy, vulgarity, immorality and messages that directly
changed
contradict Biblical Christianity.
Extensive studies have revealed that children exposed to the
mental, emotional and spiritual diet offered by TV, are less
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My answer is clearly… “I don’t recommend TV, but…”
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Dr Bryan Ball
Originally from the UK, Dr Bryan Ball is now an Aussie, living in the Lake
Macquarie region with his wife, Dawn. He is a retired academic, church
administrator and author. In the UK, Bryan’s ministry began in South
England, where he worked as a pastor evangelist before heading north.
He served in Conference administration before taking on the chairman’s
role for the Religion Department at Newbold College. He later moved to
the European Adventist Seminary, then to the General Conference before
coming to Australia as the principal for Avondale College. He is perhaps
more widely known here, though, for his time as the SWouth Pacific
Division President, in the 1990’s.
In his spare time he enjoys photography, golf, mineralogy and music.

God’s Word for Today

This year, 2011, is a very significant year for those who believe in the Bible. It marks the 400th anniversary of the King
James or Authorised Version of the Bible, first published in 1611. While today many are more comfortable with the
contemporary language of more modern versions, most of us owe more than we realise to the KJV, the only Bible
in the English language for three hundred years, and the Bible that led our fathers and mothers to a knowledge of
God’s plans and purposes.

Throughout 2011 hundreds of special events will be held in many countries around the world to celebrate the 400th
anniversary of the KJV. A special website dedicated to this anniversary lists these events – including conferences, lectures,
sculpture, drama, film, books, and the publication of a special 400th anniversary edition of the KJV by the Bible Society in
the UK, which includes a foreword by the Prince of Wales.
This foreword emphasises a number of important points, and reminds us that the AV or KJV “became a benchmark of
civilisation … part of the very architecture of our culture.” And that is no overstatement - the KJV influenced
the entire English-speaking world for the best part of four centuries, and in many more aspects
of life than matters of faith and religious belief.
It’s almost impossible to exaggerate the influence of the Bible,
especially the KJV, throughout history. It has shaped our
language, literature, art, music, political ideology, social
reform and legal processes as well as the religious beliefs
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and aspirations of countless millions in all English-speaking countries around the world.

No other book has
influenced so many
people in so many parts
of the world for so long.
It has been, indeed,
a ‘benchmark’’ of our
culture

But more than that, it became the basis of Western civilisation. Until relatively recently
most people in the Western world believed in the Bible and lived by its teachings and
values. But things have changed – dramatically. It’s hard to believe that our culture,
Western civilisation, might one day disappear. Yet that is what many are now telling us is
already happening. Since Oswald Spengler’s famous book The Decline of The West in 1926
there has been a steady stream of voices telling us that our civilisation is doomed. A more
recent title tells it as The Wreck of Western Culture.
So how has this frightening situation come about? The decline of our culture largely parallels the change in attitude to the
Bible in the Western world, which has been slowly and insidiously growing over the past two centuries. The author of The
Wreck of Western Culture tells us that as atheism and humanism have replaced the older biblical beliefs so there has been
a corresponding decline in our civilisation. Another writer says that Western civilisation is in
“peril in ways not previously seen”. He believes it may already be too late to change direction.
The decline of our
In the foreword to the 400th Anniversary edition of the KJV Prince Charles points out that
culture largely
“the survival of civilised values” depends on “the corresponding survival in our hearts, of the
parallels the change
sacred,” in this instance the influence of the Bible, especially the KJV as the foundation of that
in attitude to the
civilisation. He rightly emphasises that the “Bible preserves a tradition which we ignore at our
Bible in the Western
peril.” The stark truth is that at a time when that civilisation is under threat more than at any
World
other time over the past 400 years, people are still willing to turn their backs on the one book
that virtually brought the culture into existence.
One of the fundamental truths concerning the Bible is in Psalm 119:130; “The entrance of Your word gives light” (NKJV). Most
of us can testify personally to the truth of this text – moments of illumination when something we have read in the Bible has
suddenly dispelled the darkness, answered a question, calmed a fear, shredded a doubt, clarified a misunderstanding, shown the
way or given new hope. This has been true, not only of individuals, but of families, societies and whole nations. It is still true
today, and is perhaps the greatest argument that the Bible is no ordinary book.
Those of us who believe that the Bible is God’s Word, in whatever version or language it may come to us, have an inescapable
responsibility to defend it and promote it in whatever ways we can. Only as we share the reasons for our faith in the
Bible with others in our communities can we ever hope to stem the flowing tide of unbelief and the accelerating decline
of those values we hold dear. God’s Word does give light, but only when it gains entrance to the minds and hearts of
individuals, families and
communities. It has to be shared, defended, explained and lived.
This year, perhaps more than any other in recent memory, we have a wonderful opportunity
to share the truth about the Bible, about its unequalled influence throughout history,
and about the influences that have contributed to disbelief in the Bible and the sad
state of our culture today. There is possibly no more urgent task before the
church at this critical time in human history than to reaffirm the Bible as God’s
enlightening and saving Word to our world. As the darkness about us grows
deeper, let us rise to this occasion by sharing God’s Word in whatever ways
we can.
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Dr Grenville Kent
Grenville Kent is a besotted husband and the proud father of
five young children. His main hobbies are sports with his family,
films and cooking with too much garlic, while one of his favourite
bible texts – one no atheist can argue with – is “And the man
whose hair is fallen off his head, he is bald.” (Leviticus 13:40)

Realising, at 19, that he was not hurtling through cold, empty space
on a ball of mud with no designer, no purpose beyond pleasure and
no future beyond death, his passion has been sharing with others the
reasons to believe there is a loving God, best revealed through the life
and death of a Jew named Jesus of Nazareth.
Grenville has worked as an evangelical speaker in over 25 countries.
He is a research-active Old Testament scholar and editor and, with an
MA in Film, is currently the presenter of a new apologetic film series
called Big Questions, produced by the Australian Union Conference.
He also lectures in Old Testament and Arts at Wesley Institute in
Sydney.

“I Guess Your’e Going to
Condemn Us, Then?”
It’s not every day that an atheist and an agnostic ask a Christian pastor to pray at their wedding. When my
friend Marcus asked me, he must have heard too much enthusiasm in my reply, because he added, ‘Don’t think
I’ve become a believer. This is just in case you’re right.’

And so, standing in front of a crowd of secular people in one of the richest and least religious post codes of Sydney, I
prayed for a gorgeous couple who probably wondered if I was talking to an empty sky. In the first place, I thanked God for
inventing love and sex, I thanked Him for showing us His love and ultimate giving, on a cross, and asked Him to bring joy
to Marcus and Elle. A few people said ‘Amen’, probably remembering from school that this was polite.
We were looking forward to meeting people at the reception, remembering that Jesus’ first public ministry happened on an
occasion like this. My wife Carla and I found our assigned table and were saying hello to people who were already there.
Most were gay couples, plus a trans-gendered person who turned out to be a fascinating conversationalist and a brilliant
academic. Marcus had seated his Christian friends with his gay friends, probably his idea of a conversation starter! At that
table, we were the minority group, the happy little hetero-Christians, probably seeming like a quaint museum piece from
the 1950s.
We had not even sat down when one woman spoke her mind: “I guess you’re going to condemn us, then?”
The entire table stopped and listened. Into the deep end we go…

“Hadn’t planned on it,”I smiled. “We’re hoping to get to know the friends of our friends.”
“Oh, good,” she replied, quite matter-of-fact. “…most of the Christians I know condemn us!”
“Do they?” I questioned.
“Yup. And that’s ironic, seeing it was a priest who abused me and probably turned me off men in the first place.”
As I thought of all the suffering behind those few words, I could find no words myself, and tears rolled down my cheeks.
Carla’s eyes were quietly shining too. After a long moment of silence, I managed to say, “I’m so sorry. That may not mean
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anything at all to you, but I just feel like saying it.”
Her replied ‘Thanks’ was quietly said, her face soft.
Everyone breathed again and someone said, “So, how do you know the bride?” Ordinary conversation flowed, but ten
minutes later she spoke up, out of the blue, “You know, I miss Jesus.”
“Do you?” I replied, surprised. “What do you miss?”
“Well, out of all the characters of fiction or history, I think He’s the… nicest. Not nicest in a weak way.
You know, I
The warmest, the kindest...”
miss Jesus,
she said...
I nodded. “What do you like best?”
“The way that He could understand and be friends with screwed-up people.” Then she laughed. “Like
us!”
Her partner, a lawyer, wasn’t having that. “But don’t you find Him condemning?” And she fired a
question at me. “Come on, Rev, doesn’t the Bible condemn the gay lifestyle?” She started quoting the
King James Bible in a voice like a Southern TV preacher: “The Epistle to the Romans says, God gave them up unto vile
affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature.”
Her performance made me laugh, but her question was dynamite. It left me the option of offending an entire
table of people - now listening intently - or denying clear Biblical texts. She wasn’t a lawyer for nothing.

“Yes,” I said, “Just like it condemns spiritual arrogance, judgmentalism, malicious gossip, ignoring poor people, selfishness,
not caring for nature... Anyone who really reads the Bible starts feeling a bit screwed up rather than smug.
“But I find most people know deep down that we’re screwed-up in some ways anyway. Some religious people deny that and
pretend, and some even think religion is a cloak to abuse people, but Jesus nails them: whoever offends one of these children
who believe in me, it would better for him to have a millstone hanged around his neck and be
drowned in the deepest sea.’’
Most people
People were listening politely, and there was a silence after those heavy words, so I added, “I just
know, deep
find God treats us screwed-up people with understanding and grace. He likes us.”
down, they are
Some faces had half-smiles, some puzzled looks and some were already
screwed-up in
some way
switched off as I tried to convey the most important idea I know.
The lawyer stood up and said, “Aw… God… it’s all too hard for
me… I just drink.” She left for the bar and did just that.
But our new friend was on a roll. “Didn’t they call Him the ‘friend of sinners’?”
“Yeah, He said He didn’t come to condemn the world, but so the world could
be saved,” I answered and we just sat there and swapped Jesus stories and
quotes for about 15 minutes: “Don’t you love the one where He…? What
did He mean when He said…? What would He say to us today…?”
Some people listened for a while, some drifted off into other
conversations.
I asked “Do you still read about him?”
“Occasionally. I still have a Bible in my bedside cabinet. But it’s
hard. I feel guilty.”
“Junk guilt that forgiveness can handle, or guilt that is showing
you something better?”
“Hmm… Bit of both.”
“Do you talk to Him?”
“Sometimes. Not enough.”
“Does anyone support you?”
“Not really.”
Eventually the conversation changed topics, but not until we
had talked about the most important thing in the world: the
love of Jesus for sinners like us. That simple and profound
idea can get into a human mind and work away secretly and
patiently for years, eventually transforming lives.
Jesus said to go into all the world - not just to the
church or “people like us” - and tell them that gospel.
Could there possibly be anything more important that
we, personally, could do?
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Dr John Hammond
John has recently retired from being National Director of Adventist
Schools Australia. His career spanned 41 years as a teacher at
primary, secondary and tertiary levels and many years in educational
administration for the church.

John still travels extensively, although now it is a popular guest speaker
rather than as the National Director. He is fun loving, enjoys a practical joke
and has the uncanny ability to tell creative stories that teach and instruct but
also move the heart. John enjoys communicating with youth of all ages and
has a passion for making the Bible interesting by stripping away the clichéd
impressions of events that took place so long ago and making them come
alive again.
He is personally acquainted with God and it is this intimate knowledge that inspires
him in his teaching and preaching ministries. He is married to Sue and together they enjoy caring for their growing family that includes
highly favoured grandchildren.
A warm man with a strong love for people, a vision for what needs to be done and courage, grit and faith, you can never
mistake John’s direction, personal power, caring nature and spirit.

Can You Recall
Last Week’s Sermon?

How did Jesus present His messages,
that young and old alike, could forget
to eat while listening to Him...
that the stories are still told today?

We are always trying to find a better way to communicate. Our world today is ablaze with iphones,
texting and PowerPoint presentations that should enhance our ability to recall.
But how long do you remember messages, either for a few minutes or forever?

Let’s be specific and translate this to a church setting...
How many of us remember what was the context or content of last week’s sermon. Most of us would
be lucky to be able to recall the main points of the average sermon by the time we serve the preacher
up for dissection as part of the Sabbath lunch menu!
How then did Jesus present His messages in a way that children and adults both understood and
remembered for the rest of their lives and that we still retell after 2000 years? Quite simply, He was
the ultimate story teller who effortlessly linked the mundane to the sublime. Some of His presentations
lasted for days but yet He managed to hold their attention to the point that they didn’t even think of eating
while He was talking. Mind you this was achieved without the modern devices that we tend to use – no
microphones, no amplifier, no puppetry, no special items, no teleprompter, no nothing!
We have grown away
from the traditional

Pitcutres from The Bible Story Vol 8
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importance attached to the role of a story teller. This was the way in
which histories, traditions and genealogies were preserved in societies that
didn’t always have means of writing to record history. Even today, some
societies place great importance on the role of the story teller. Samoa is
a prime example where the ‘Tusitala’ plays a significant role within the
culture. Robert Louis Stevenson, perhaps one of the greatest storytellers who
ever lived, died and was buried there, having been given the title of Tusitala
because the Samoans recognised his unique abilities.
Sadly the art of the narrative is often overlooked as the most effective way of
presenting a lasting message. Why is it that we can often become animated when
telling a story to a friend, yet become wooden and dull when faced with an
audience? In particular we seem to be able to
kill a Bible story with consummate ease and here
When you encounter a
are some reasons why.
story from the Bible the
I can almost guarantee that when you encounter
images that come to
a story from the Bible the images that spring to
mind will be those you
your mind are almost exactly those that cemented
first saw when you were
themselves in your cerebral cortex when you first
four
heard the story at the age of four! Let’s take a couple
of examples. In the story of the Good Samaritan, my mind
flicks back to the same dry and dreary ravine with the same characters almost wearing a groove
in the road. In fact, in my mind they still amble from left to right in a series of picture frames that
have remained unaltered for many years. As I look closer and push my mind a bit, even the facial expressions on the poor
victim’s face has never changed. Did you, like me, grow up with that set of books known as ‘The Bible Story’? They did so
much to cement Biblical images in my mind. The late and great artist, Harry Anderson has a lot to answer for! A brilliant
artist, he presented Christ on occasions as a blue-eyed Aryan. In the story of the Prodigal Son, I can still see the father
standing on the same spot on his veranda, looking out for his prodigal son, even my image of the architecture of his pigsty
has remained unaltered! In fact, many of us may not even be sure what a ‘prodigal’ is. It simply means ‘extravagantly
generous’ doesn’t it?
So, how can we rejuvenate the old stories from the Bible? Here are some suggestions.
•Read the story again and attempt a ‘clean slate’ approach to your mental images.
•Read the commentaries written by scholars and historians who have spent a lifetime studying everyday life in ancient times.
•Writers like Josephus and Heroditus lived much closer to those times and provide insights to the political and social climate of the day.
•“Google” is now a recognised tool and if you want to research an event from the Bible, let others do the hard work.
•Biblical novels can stimulate your imagination but be careful to ensure that someone’s colourful imagination doesn’t
cloud the real facts in a story... I have read some extraordinary tales that have a very tenuous
connection with the real event.
•The “Conflict of the Ages” series by Ellen White enables a greater understanding of
lives and events than can be achieved in any other way. Her account of the lives
of the Patriarchs and Prophets were the first writings that drew me to Christ.
•Contemplate and meditate on the stories in the Bible to try and
visualise and bring them to life. Let you imagination run a bit,
but at the same time retain the authenticity of the original story.
It is possible to know what the season was like, the political
situation and social traditions that are not included in the
account.

Finally, having done all of this, tell the story as if you were there as
a witness. Get involved as if you are telling someone or a group,
a story that you have ‘seen’ and it will come to life and your
story will be a blessing.
All the stories of the Bible, when put together, constitute
the greatest narrative of all time telling the greatest
story ever – the story of our Salvation. The telling of
stories is an art that needs to be revived.
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Pr Ryan Bell
Having been an active pastor for 16 years, Ryan Bell is now the
senior pastor at Hollywood Adventist Church, moving there with
his wife and daughters in 2005. He has pastured in a wide variety
of contexts and has travelled both nationally and internationally as
a speaker and teacher on topics of ministry in a postmodern urban
context.

He has strong interests in faith-based community organisation, leading
congregational change and Christianity and evangelism in a postmodern
world.
Ryan has also cofounded a media production company as well as a
non-profit organisation dedicated to building healthy communities in
Hollywood and beyond.
He has a Master of Divinity degree from Andrews University and holds a
Doctor of Ministry from Fuller Theolociasl Seminary.

...now go
Most Christians are quite familiar with the command found at the very end of Matthew’s gospel:
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Matthew
28:18-20)

These words have driven us to give Bible studies, hold evangelistic meetings, build schools to educate children and youth
and go on short- and long-term mission trips. These words of Jesus are literally our instructions - our calling - as Christians.
In keeping with this long tradition, the theme for the Youth Tent this year is, “… go!”
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The question I want to ask is, “How?”
In what way are we to go about God’s mission in the world? How we go means just as much as the going itself or the
content of our message. How we go can make all the difference in the success or failure of God’s mission.
John, at the end of his gospel, also has words of sending for us, though they are less popular than Matthew’s. As John tells
the story…
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said
to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.” (John 20:19-22)
In what way are
In this account Jesus says, as I have been sent by my Father, in the same way I am sending you.
we to go about
God’s mission in
So how do we go? We go in the way of Jesus.
the world?
Which leads us to the next question.

How did God send Jesus into the world? Think about the Christmas story. And the story of Jesus
childhood, ministry and His eventual murder at the hands of powerful politicians. Think about
Jesus priorities, His most important teachings and the people He spent time with and ask yourself, how did God sent Christ
into the world?
Now think about how the church has gone into the world. Just from your experience. What has
been our way of going? Think of the best example of going on mission for God. Think of the most
It is out of the
embarrassing thing you done, or seen done. The “how” of going is important… Isn’t it?
Easter Story we
Our time together at Big Camp in Elmore is during Easter. The Easter story is what you might
learn not only
call the founding story of the Christian church. It is the story that makes us Christians. And it is
that we are sent,
out of this story, more than any other, that we learn not only that we are sent, but how we are sent.
but how
Basically, we are sent as little Jesuses. Fortunately for us, that doesn’t mean we have to
die… Or does it?

We can’t – and don’t need to – repeat Jesus’ sacrifice for us and we shouldn’t try. But in another sense, we are called to be
Jesus’ body in our ordinary, everyday lives, right where we are.
We’ll be spending the weekend at Easter Camp here at Elmore, unpacking this question: how are we sent?
We might even find that we have already been sent, right where we are... that staying is the new going...
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The pathfinders Working Hard

Not Forgotten

Nunawading Pathfinders

Having experienced a little of the effects of flooding, the
young people of Nunawading Pathfinder Club wanted
to do something for those affected more closely.

Upon making their way home safely, the club members
were catching up with each other on Facebook. As they
chatted they came up with an idea of somehow raising
money for Queensland flood victims. Not sure how to
go about it, they asked a junior counsellor to help them,
and approached the club director to see if they could do
something. He was more than happy to support their
endeavours, and so, on the evening of March 19, the
planning efforts of these young people came to fruition.
Friends and families from Nunawading, Burwood, Glen
Huntly, the Asian and Ringwood churches supported their
enthusiastic pathfinders, filling the Nunawading Church
hall.
The evening began with a brief video from the Camporee
and photos of the family from Glenvale Church in
Toowoomba, whose whole house was washed away by the
devastating flood on January 10, that the club was raising
money for. The evening included special items performed
Robinvale Church

What a wonderful day ( March 19th) when Anna Fox
made a stand for Christ and was baptised before a full
church of warm & loving Christians.

This was the result when a Literature Evangelist sold Anna
a beautiful family Bible during an LE outreach last year.
He included an invitation for Bible studies to go with the
Search DVDs that Anna could watch. Pastor Peter Ansell
followed up with the studies. Anna spoke at her baptism
of the old life that she had and now she has a new life in
Christ. We all praise the Lord with Anna for His love.
Eric Hoare

February 5 was a joyous occasion for Pr Tony Knight,
Youth Director for the Australian Union Conference,
after the pressures of the inclement weather at the
Toowoomba Camporee.

It was the day he had the pleasure of baptising both of his
daughters, Natasha and Ellesha. Braving the cold, the girls entered
the waters with their father, at Mills Beach, Mornington. They
were subsequently welcomed into membership at Lilydale Church,
which has seen eight or nine new members join, declaring their
love for the Lord through baptism, throughout this summer.
14 // IntraVic

Wantirna Church

The Wantirna Adventist Youth recently returned from their
summer camp to Lorne.

I had heard a lot about this coastal town - it seems quite a few church
members have sites at the caravan park - but when we arrived Friday
afternoon there was no sign of the sun; rain clouds had settled in to
stay. But, undaunted, the youth came anyway and the grey couldn’t
dampen the enthusiasm of a Friday night Agape Feast.
The theme for the weekend was ‘Relationships’ – something the
youth were keenly interested in. Across the weekend we talked
about relationships with family, with the opposite sex, and with God.
Sabbath service was held in the caravan park picnic area and we sang
to the caravan park for nearly an hour. In the afternoon some toured
the local scenery and others walked up to a nearby waterfall, but the
highlight of Sabbath was when we were joined by Pastor Dave in the
afternoon, and Sean Page was baptised in the bracing waters of the
ocean. What an exciting and emotional moment… and hugs were distributed liberally afterwards.
That night we headed up into the hills and had a bonfire where we again sang praises to God, this time as the flames and
smoke swirled up into the dark shadows above.
After a sleep-in Sunday morning followed by breakfast, everyone headed out, some straight home, some to cruise up and
down the coast, and others to the Avalon Air Show.
What we were all struck by though, was the incredible blessing the Holy Spirit poured out over the weekend. From Friday
night’s footwashing to Sunday morning’s breakfast, the presence of God was around us, and the weekend became a time of
healing, reflection and peace. A time when our fellowship was deepened and our connection to God strengthened.
I thought, as I drove home in the clear bright sunshine, after two days of grey – “I can’t wait till the next one!”

The Difference

Justin Bone

Wantirna Church

Nic Bolto from Wantirna Church is responsible for the publication of The Difference, a magazine that helps Australia’s
richest make a difference to the lives of our nation’s most disadvantaged.

The magazine identifies ten key indicators of poverty
and provides an investment pathway to support specific
projects that will help make a difference to each
indicator and ultimately the lives of many Australians.
The Difference was launched in March by Simon McKeon,
2011 Australian of the Year. The magazine has already
received quite a bit of media coverage, which The Difference’s
team hopes will help get the magazine into the hands of
people who can do something about poverty in Australia.
The Difference has been a success so far, due to the
support and work of a number of Wantirna’s very own
church community. Bryan Roberts was the photographer
at the launch, Jason Bradshaw is the website designer,
Wendy Jakupec is the Project Manager, Dianne
Cotter is the Investment Manager and Ivan Lesic is
a Chapter Seven (publisher) board member. Along
with this is also the support from church members
that have so kindly encouraged them along the way.
If you have any questions about the publication or if you’re

interested in taking a look (or spreading the word), call
Dianne on 0425 751 476 or check out the website at
www.urthedifference.net.au
Nic Bolto with Simon McKeon

Lilydale church

Tony Knight and his Daughters

Sun Shines after Rain

Peter Ansell and AnnaFox at her Baptism

LE Contact Baptised

by some past pathfinders and their friends and an evening
worship by Karen Horsley. Pizza, cake and drink were
available for purchase and Scott Wegener and Susan
Jackson hosted a game show, while the younger children
were entertained by Veggie Tales. The evening came to a
conclusion with a cake auction, and over $2600 was raised
that night.
However, as more donations came in over the following
week and some of the pathfinders manned the car wash
for the cause at Nunawading Christian College’s Sunday
Funday, a total of $3000 was raised by the pathfinders,
who, under their own initiative, wanted to show people in
Toowoomba that they were not forgotten.

Meeting with God in a Caravan
Park
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BIBLE story for KIDS
With
Pastor Daron
Children’s
Ministries
Director, NNSW

The Miracle
								
Bible

When I was six, turning seven, I began to nag Mum and Dad for a present.
Please! Please! Please! Can I have a Bible?
I used to see all the adults in church with their Bibles, leather bound… with a ribbon and red edging… well marked... I
wanted one just like they had. So I pleaded with Mum and Dad. Well on my birthday I got one.
It was awesome. It had the births, deaths and marriages in the front and maps in the back. It even had pictures of the Bible
lands in it so when the preacher got a bit boring I could look at the pictures! What I really liked was that the direct words
of Jesus were in red so that I knew exactly when He was talking.
I loved that Bible. It made me feel like a real grown up... I would take it to church and as the preacher said the text, Mum
would help me look it up. I did Bible marking courses and proudly underlined the key texts. When I went home I would
place the Bible in the pride of place in the middle of my desk under the window of the room I shared with my brothers. I
had my big yellow teddy bear on one side of my desk and my blue monkey on the other side and my school work right next
to my Bible.
The day dawned as one of the real hot ones in Mildura. It was reaching into the 40 degrees very quickly and so our family
went to the beach at Apex Park. We had fun swimming and playing cricket until mid afternoon when red dust clouds
began to roll in. A huge dust storm was coming. Mildura was known for its amazing dust storms and this was a big one!
Suddenly Mum remembered that washing was still on the line and all the windows in the house were open, so we piled into
the car and hurried home. About half way there, the storm hit. Thunder, lightning, wind and it began to rain red mud. At
about that moment, I too, was hit – by a thought striking me… My Bible!
It was on my desk, under the open window. I wondered if God would listen to a seven year-old’s prayer but I decided there
was no harm in trying and I prayed a short prayer.
“Dear Jesus please look after my Bible, amen.”
Well, when we arrived home, Dad’s white shirts on the line were now red shirts and everywhere was thick red mud.
Wanting to check on one thing and one thing only, I raced into the house and found the lounge room a mess. The wind
had blown water and mud everywhere, along with any piece of paper not weighed down! I rushed down the hallway and
opened the door to my room.
What a mess!
Like the lounge room, there was rain and mud and things blown everywhere. And my desk? Well Yellow Ted was
now Red Ted and Blue Monkey was now Red Monkey and my homework was
soggy and muddy... at least I had a good excuse for the teacher!
But about my Bible? It lay there, in the middle of my desk... with
not a speck of water or dust on it! In fact, there was a dry ring
right around my Bible. In front of it was wet. Behind it was
wet. Beside it was wet. But my Bible was untouched by
anything!
And I just knew for sure that God does listen to seven
year olds. I said a prayer of thanks right there,
thanking God for protecting my Bible.
This miracle had a huge effect on my life. I
understood then and there, that this was no ordinary
book. It was God’s word to us, and so I promised
God that I would do what it said. It was there at
that moment that I gave my life to Him and asked
Him to lead me.
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Operating from 12:30 until 5pm on Monday, near the main entrance to the property, there will be activites
and rides galore! This is a wonderful opportunity to indulge the child that resides in us all.
The cafe’s will also be open for those who need a chance to recover from the excitement of...

Mega Funday Monday!

Golf
Tournament
1:30 T-off
see pg19

Camp Site Layout

Symbol indicates
bus stop
Bus route - running
30 minutes before
scheduled meetings,
for 40 minutes, and
for 15 minutes after
meetings finish
Bus route - carpark
to main venues Saturday only
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Camp Program
Thursday

Meridian
Venue

8:00 - 9:30 pm Worship with
Brad Thorp
9:30 - 10:30 pm Village Cafe

saturday

Meridian
Venue

Youth Tent

Highschoolers
Tent

The Junior
Shed

Ryan Bell

Nick@Nite

Live Cafe

Live Cafe

7:30-9:00

Youth Tent

Highschoolers
Tent

The Junior
Shed

Upper
Primary

Lower
Primary

Children’s
Divisions

7:45 - 8:15 am
8:30 - 9:30 am
9:30 am
Upper
Primary

Lower
Primary

Children’s
Divisions

6:45 - 7:30 am
Active 4 Life...
Meet at VILLAGE GRE
7:45 - 8:15 am
Family Worship @ Meridian with John Hammond
8:30 - 9:30am
Breakfast at Live Cafe (gold coin donation) Breakfast
T-Man & the
Sabbath School
9:30
Wanted - Eagle-Air Deep Sea
Amazing
Challenge
Meridian
Team
Kids after Flight 4031 Adventure
10:00
God’s own
&
10:30
Nick@Lite
Worship with
Captain Dazz & the
heart
Little Miracles
Ryan Bell
Invincibles
Church Service
11:00
(until 11:30)
& Co.
Brad Thorp
~ 12:30
12:30 - 2:30 pm
Lunch
2:30
Sabbath Action
Hunt for Life
2:30
4:00
3:00
Festival of Praise Sabbath Exploration!
With VicYouth
Children’s Mission
3:30
Offering (at 4pm)
~ 5:30
5:30
5:45

ABC Book
7:00
Hour
7:30
Steve Piez Live
8:00
concert
8:30
9:00
9:30 - 11:00 pm Cafe&MinistryExpo

Monday

Meridian
Venue

6:45 - 7:30 am
7:45 - 8:15 am
8:30 - 9:30 am
Plenary Session
9:30 am
Bryan Ball
10:00am
10:30 am
Plenary Session
11:15 am
Grenville Kent
12:30 - 5pm
7:30 - 9:00 pm Worship with
Bryan Ball
9:00 - 10:30 pm

Worship
with Ryan Bell
Cafe Live

Youth Tent

Nick@Nite
Farewelling the Sabbath Hours at the Campsite
Dinner break
The Zone
Games Night
Bendigo
Blitz with T-Man
Back by 11:30pm & the Invincibles

Highschoolers Tent

The Junior
Shed

friday

Arnie’s Shack
@ Lower Primary Tent

Upper
Primary

Lower
Primary

Active 4 Life...
Meet at VILLAGE GREEN
Family Worship @ Meridian with John Hammond
Breakfast at Live Cafe (gold coin donation) Breakfast
T-Man & the
Devotional Nick Kross
Wanted Eagle-Air
Amazing Challenge Kids after Flight 4031
God’s own
Open Dialog
tba
heart
Ryan Bell &
Nathan Brown
Lunch Break & Mega Monday, Village square & golf Tournament
Dinner break
Worship with
Nick@Nite
Finale with Pr
Ryan Bell
Daron
Cafe Live
Please note, Campers are encouraged to conduct their own opening
and closing Sabbath devotionals at their individual camp sites.

Children’s
Divisions

10:30 am
11:15 am

Meridian
Venue

Plenary Session
Bryan Ball
Plenary Session
Grenville Kent

12:30 - 2:30 pm
2:30 - 4:00pm

Youth Tent

Highschoolers
Tent

The Junior
Shed

Upper
Primary

Active 4 Life...
Meet at VILLAGE GREEN 6:45 - 7:30 am
Family Worship @ Meridian with John Hammond
Breakfast at Live Cafe... (gold coin donation) Breakfast
T-Man & the
Devotional
Wanted Amazing Challenge
Mark Baines
Kids after
God’s own
heart
...go
“Mission
Activities @
with Nathan Brown
High Schoolers
Bendigo”
grounds (near tent) includes bowling

Lower
Primary

Children’s
Divisions

Eagle-Air
Flight 4031

Deep Sea
Adventure
&
Little
Miracles
(until 11:30)

Eagle-Air
Flight 4031

Deep Sea
Adventure

Lunch
VILLAGE
SQUARE
& Cafe

5:30pm

“Chill Active”

“Thanks”
Love on Elmore
Elmore Community
near High
Leaving from Youth Schoolers Tent
Tent

...returning
at 4:30 pm

Wanted
Kids after
God’s own
Heart

Welcoming in the Sabbath at the Campsite

7:30 - 9:00 pm
9:00 - 10:30 pm

Worship with
Brad Thorp
Village Cafe

Worship with
Ryan Bell

sunday

Meridian
Venue

Youth Tent

Dinner Break
Nick@Nite

Captain Dazz & the
Invincibles

Cafe Live
Highschoolers
Tent

The Junior
Shed

Upper
Primary

Lower
Primary

Children’s
Divisions

6:45 - 7:30 am
Active 4 Life...
Meet at VILLAGE GREEN
7:45 - 8:15 am
Family Worship @ Meridian with John Hammond
8:30 - 9:30 am
Breakfast at Live Cafe (gold coin donation) Breakfast
Plenary Session
9:30 am
Devotional - Nathan Brown
Wanted Eagle-Air
Deep Sea
Bryan Ball
Kids after Flight 4031 Adventure
10:00 am
&
Super Team God’s own
10:30am
heart
Little
Sports
11:15am
...go
Activities in
Plenary Session
Miracles
Bendigo
Grenville Kent with Nick Kross
(until 11:30)
10:30 - 5:30
12:30 pm
1:30 pm
2:30 - 4:00pm Sunday Sharing

Lunch

Adventure
Arvo

The Haps

Wanted -

Eagle-Air
Flight 4031

Deep Sea
Adventure

4:00 - 5:30 pm Village Square
& Cafe

Deep Sea
Adventure
&
Little Miracles
(until 11:30)

7:30 - 9:00 pm Worship with
Brad Thorp
Cafe
at Village
9:00 - 10:30 pm

Dinner break

Worship with
Nick@Nite
Ryan Bell
Cafe Live

Captain Dazz & the
Invincibles

ANYONE FOR GOLF?
The fun of Mega Monday has been extended to include a Golf Tournament for those who would
enjoy that more. So if Golf is more your ‘cup of tee’, join the group at Elmore Golf Club, Hunter
Road Elmore. Greens fee is $10 for 18 holes or less. The course is flat (for easy strolling!) with
sand greens.
Hit off is at 1:30pm so meet before then, in the car park at the Golf Club.
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Camp mission offering

WELCOME TO the

Isolated Medical outposts

VILLAGE SQUARE

Going beyond adopt-a-clinic

In response to the success of the Adopt-a-Clinic program, many requests have been made for
medical outposts in isolated areas such as the provinces of Papua New Guinea, where Pr Piuki Tasa, President of the
Morobe Mission, for example, is pleading for Adventist clinics in his area. “I am pleased that clinics across PNG and
the Pacific are being improved, but what about my Morobe District?” he asks. “We have a big population and remote
areas with huge health needs.
“I recently visited a remote district, drove for hours, then walked for days. When I returned I had with me a letter from
the local council, requesting an Adventist clinic be established in their difficult to access valley.”
And Pr Tasa is not the only one. Requests are coming in from other remote areas
of PNG and across the South Pacific. Even Tokelau, a country previously
unentered by our church work, is showing
interest.
“There is no doubt our health work
continues to be a strategic entering wedge
for spreading the gospel in the South
Pacific,” says Pr Kevin Price, Adventist
Health Director for the South Pacific
Division. “As you support these communities
with your mission offering, think about the
difference you will be making to so many
Completed
Adopt-a-Clinics Projects
lives. May we continue to use what God has
blessed us with to bless others.
“Please help - the need is great.”

An exciting Australian children’s production by Abide Family Ministries,
seen on Foxtel’s Australian Christian channel & in over 170 countries
through TBN’s Smile of a Child and other satelite networks.

Steve Piez Live
&
with

Damien
Woodward

Daniel
Faber

“You ... were fantastic! It was great working
with you! Let’s do it again.” – Rolf Harris
Steve Piez plays a unique blend of guitar-based acoustic
blues and folk music. He has played in a number of bands
and has supported artists such as Don Burrows, Reg
Lindsay, Rolf Harris, Status Quo, and Silverchair.

Saturday night at Meridian

Come, relax and have some snacks and drinks from our café...
Sit down with friends and fellowship around the tables while
listening to live music on the stage.
Your small children will enjoy the toys in the kid’s playtent,
while you can relax in peace!
And then, why not take a stroll around the many interesting
booths, or look at the books the ABC is displaying.
All this is available at the Village Square, open
every evening after the meetings are concluded. There will
also be some afternoon times during the weekend.
Village Square

Booths

Come, wander around the exhibition
booths and make the most of this
opportunity to have an informal chat with
the attendants...

Education - Information about Adventist Schools Victoria, Encounter, and Ministry of Teaching

will be displayed (see pg 24)

Avondale College - Find your Inspiration at Avondale in a career you love!

Visit the Education
booth to discover programs in Education, Nursing, Arts, Business, Science, Theology and Outdoor
Recreation.

Signs - Signs of the Times magazine can reach someone you may never Otherwise reach.

Drop by to discover some ministry ideas that will help in you outreach efforts and for a
special invitation to a supporter’s afternoon tea.
Adventist Employment - Are you looking for a job that makes a difference in this world?
Adventist Employment exists to connect you with church-related employment, so that you
can use what you have to serve others. Talk with Mark Baines at the AE booth about paid
AND volunteer opportunities.
Women’s Ministries - an expo of WM material, a place to pray for women in need, a place
to talk about women’s issues. Come and receive a WM bag and find out about upcoming
events.
Refresh Your Soul - are you troubled and needing to speak to someone? This tent is
available for ‘counselling seekers’.
Prayer Tent - a secluded spot for special prayer.
Adventist Singles Ministries - find out what is happening in Victoria. Resources to
help support and connect Adventist Singles.
Personal Ministries - learn about the Experiential Learning Centre, and how to develop
healthy churches through discipleship.
Health - Literature Evangelists - Trust Services - Children’s Ministry Display
& Kids Play Tent - see promotions on pages 22-25

International Children’s Care Australia - - Asian Aid - - ADRA Australia
These booths and more...

be sure to spend some time at the

Village Square

8:00pm - 9:30pm

0423 371 841
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Women’s Ministries Booth
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The village square

Cafe

Open for your enjoyment between meetings .
Come, relax and enjoy a hot cuppa and snack
with your friends., or indulge your sweet tooth.
Cold drinks also available.

Pr Dave at the
Children’s Ministry display
and Play tent
Parents with young children are invited to enjoy the Meridian meetings
on the Village Square’s large video screen while your children play with
toys, games and more in the PlayTent. The PlayTent is open during all
adult meetings and when the Village Square is open.
Children cannot be left unattended at any time in the PlayTent. You must
remain and mind your children.
On display are the latest resources for Children’s Ministry and you can
chat with Victoria’s Children’s Ministry and Sabbath School Director
David Edgren.
Find the inspiration you need to take your Sabbath School or Children’s Ministry to the next level!

books, bibles, study guides, children’s range, music & dvd’s,
sanitarium products (granola is back!), blackburn creek range
of juice (inc 2l flagons)

Open from Thursday evening and will remain open
most of the time except the Sabbath hours

LITERATURE EVANGELISTS
– Sowing seeds for God.
Come and see our stand at
camp.
Learn more on how to be a
seed sower.
Be led by the Holy Spirit
- Baptisms, Prayers, Bible
studies, etc
See Eric 0407 961 706.
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Would you like to know more about what
ADRA is doing with the recent disasters and
projects both at home and overseas? Or
are you interested in finding out how your
church may become more involved in helping
the disadvantaged in your local community?
Come and meet Rebecca Auriant, Victorian
Conference Director for ADRA at the ADRA
booth.
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Learning for Living ~ Character for Life.
If you would like to
know more about our
schools why not visit the
Education Booth located
in the tents around the
Village Square

Life is rapidly changing for this generation and more than ever our children and
young people need to have a compass that points them in the right direction. It is
important that the school they attend not only caters for their academic needs but also
develops in their lives purpose, meaning and a hope for the future.
Adventist Schools Victoria is committed to delivering a quality teaching and learning
program, which incorporates Christian values integrated into service focused
opportunities. This commitment extends to support the Biblical values taught and
upheld by Adventist families and the Adventist Church community.

~

Are you looking to do something
significant with your life, something
that brings satisfaction and makes
a difference in the world? Why not add a career in
teaching to your list of options? As a teacher you will be
able to make a significant contribution to the lives of your students by encouraging
them to realise their mental, physical, emotional and spiritual potential. But teaching is more than just a career – it’s a ministry.
Christian teachers have the opportunity to change the lives of their students in a positive way through the example and
influence of a Christ-centred life.
Is God calling you to the Ministry of Teaching? Teach and make a difference!
Come to the Education tent and speak with a teacher about a career in teaching.

~

Health Department
Come and visit with Sibilla, or one of her
trainers, in the Health Booth.
Find out more about the training programs or the public
food and health programs the Health Department at
the Conference can offer. Participate in the Health Age
testing, or chat with them about the new DVD series just
released.
CHEP training and
updates
Creative
Vegetarian
Cooking

Trust
Services

...a specialised
ministry of the
Adventist Church
Pastor Steve Whitson
will be in Trust Services
booth and is keen to talk to anyone interested
in finding out how Trust Services can help them
with their estate planning.
Call Steve on 0423 784 000 or stop by the booth
to make a time.

Healthy Eating,
Healthy Living
Lifestyle
Connection in
Reducing the Risk of Disease

Encounter takes our students
on a journey. From the small
children in Kindy, through to
Avondale – College of Higher
the independent, free-thinking
Education
Find Your Inspiration – visit
teenagers,
it
takes
each
A new Bible Curriculum for Adventist Schools ~ to
the Education Tent or speak
individual on an expedition
find out more about the program and for examples
with
a rep at the Youth ‘ Live
with
God.
of the Encounter program visit the Education tent.
Café’ on Saturday night.
Jesus commissioned His
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disciples’ (Matt. 28:19) and
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this is the primary purpose of the Adventist Encounter Curriculum.
The Adventist Encounter Curriculum is a seamless curriculum that is intentional about exploring big-picture, experiential
spiritual concepts with the goal of making a difference for eternity.
This curriculum uses the four walls of the classroom to help build a life-long relationship with Jesus Christ. Through
rigorous pedagogical practice, it explores and develops personal spiritual experience and reasons for faith, lifestyle
choices, and ethical decision-making from an Adventist worldview, all the
noWhere:
ilivaP naidireThe
M eh
T
:ePavilion
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while nurturing interpersonal relationships (the essence of a faith-building
Meridian
environment) and service to others. In short, it seeks to develop these
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disciples of the great commission.
Transformation is the goal of the Adventist Encounter Curriculum. Using
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oC - niitsearP
Julie
- tiCorporate
Communications Manager
Maxson’s Spiritual Formation Model, and Cobbin’s Transformational
Planning Framework, the Adventist Encounter Curriculum supports
teachers in sharing a series of learning experiences with their students
where they encounter God through Biblical stories and themes, are
provided with the opportunity to develop a relationship with Him,
and are able to put their beliefs into practice in their own lives.
Ultimately, Encounter seeks to obey the Three Angel’s Message
camp Office hours: Thursday 10:30am-10:00pm ; Friday to Monday 9:00am-9:00pm.
Camp notices
of Revelation 14 - a call for people to stand in these last days in
Meal tickets: collected at the Camp Office.
a real relationship with God, to be aroused from their apathy
First Aid: located near Camp Office.
and worship our Creator alone.
FEES for DAILY ACTIVITIES: if not prepaid, will be collected at ‘sign-in’ on the first attendance at the children’s meeting tents.

Encounter seeks to build for eternity
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PHOTOGRAPHS: we ask that all campers and day visitors be aware there are photographers on the premises, and photos taken may be used
in print or on the web.
Car Parking: in designated parking areas only. Limited access only by permission of camp staff/security
Valuables: please ensure valuables are cared for properly and not left in tents/caravans unattended.
NOISE: levels to be kept at minimum between 10:30pm & 6:00am. At other times use discretion.
BEHAVIOUR: should remain appropriate for a Christian convention. Loud offensive behaviour, drugs or alcohol will not be tolerated. Ball games and other
such activity should be played in a safe way to avoid damage and injury.
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Highschoolers
- The IT Crowd
The notion of raising up a generation of youth who will step up to the plate
and make a difference for Christ by serving, sharing, networking, worshiping,
and living the life of Christ is the basis of what I will be talking about. I’ll deal
with issues like identity, lifestyle, community and mission with youth today,
looking at various models of ‘church’ as ways of being real and getting out
into the unchurched world to make an impact. The big picture is to get our
young people involved in the mission of building the Kingdom.
Friday

Our youth are constantly being bombarded by inflf l uences that diminish
God’s leading in their lives. It’s only as we engage with God and His word that
our true identity emerges and we are able to see our world through His eyes.

9:30-12:30 & 2:30-4:00

Sabbath 9:30-12:30
Arnie’s Shack Concert - 7:30-9:00pm - parental supervision required - $5 per child

The messages I will be presenting will attempt to address some of these
issues and encourage our youth to become centred in Christ and begin the
amazing journey of living God’s dream for each and every one of them.”

Sunday 9:30-12:30 & 2:30-4:00
Come along and experience worship and songs with your precious little miracle!

Ages: 0 up to 3 years – No cost
Program Time: 9:30am – 10:30am
Playgroup Time: 10:30am – 11:30am

Monday 9:30-12:30

Morning Tea

Nick

Provided

Parents welcome to stay and join in the fun!

This year the High School Division is set to rock the known world under the
banner of the IT Crowd (INSPIRATIONAL TEENS)
As well as an amazing program called Nick at Nite (featuring our Division youth director NICK KROSS) ...obviously at night
- we are going to have a fantastic day program. After breakfast and worship with the youth in the cafe we are going
OUT. Friday we are going to go to Elmore and bless the town with our gifts and some chocolate, Saturday Night we are going
to go to THE ZONE for an evening of roller skating, mini golf plus... Sunday we are going to Bendigo for Water fun and the
Easter parade and then, of course, there is the MEGA Monday. There will be night activities after the program every night
with prizes and fun, including our Friday night Fire Up With Jesus. We need to cover our costs but we have negotiated a
fantastic deal and High skoolers can be involved in everything for $35 which includes Bus travel.

Upper primary
8-9 years

Can’t wait to see you,
The IT Crowd

jUNIORS
After sharing some of his fabulous stores and balloon skills up at
Summer camp, Daron Pratt is back to share with the juniors again!

We will be learning some of the awesome things God can do in
our lives as we walk with Him. Our god is truly invincible.

daron
To suit ages 10-12, there will be crafts, a treasure hunt, a service project

Cost for activities $20
Daily program
runs from 9:30am to 12:30pm
2:30pm-4pm GAMES (Fri & Sun)
7:30pm-9pm Movies (Fri & Sun)

Arnies Shack Concert Saturday
7:30pm-9pm, cost $5
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and bowling, a games night and the all new Adventure Arvo Challenge.
Come and join in the fun in the junior tent this year. The weekend’s
activities will cost each participant $25.

Come and join us for a great weekend
The junior team
IntraVic // 27
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From the General Secretary….
This issue may be dedicated to Big Camp but while this takes a large slice of attention for
a few weeks there are other matters that continue to progress. Below are the highlights
from the Executive Committee and Board of Directors (BOD) for this year.
Camp Howqua

The Camp Howqua Report for 2010 was accepted by the
BOD. The report indicates that Camp Howqua continues
to be well managed while making a solid contribution to
the ministry and work of the church in Victoria. Howqua
continues to be the base for VicYouth’s summer camps
and other church related events. Recently 2 vehicles were
upgraded, a new freezer for the kitchen and the renewal of
the 2 waters slides were amongst the latest upgrades. The
operating surplus for 2010 was approximately $128,000
which will be reinvested into Camp Howqua for the
future.
Health & Wellbeing

As a Church we have long held a commitment to holistic
health and wellbeing. Recently the BOD decided to
implement a Health and Wellbeing program, “Cultivate”
by Sanitarium, amongst pastors and office staff. This will
be rolled shortly and will continue over a 12 month period.
Pastoral Staffing

Because the old ‘call season’ in September and October
is no longer in operation Pastoral Staffing now requires
a greater amount of flexibility. Given some changes that
occurred in the new year, it is pleasing to see that current

pastoral staffing needs
around the conference are all
now cared for – at least until
the next call occurs!
Berwick Church

In an exciting development
for many at the church,
Berwick Church has purchased
a relatively new, former ‘factory’ in Pakenham currently
composed of two warehouse type buildings. This site is where
Berwick Church is planning for a permanent meeting place to
replace the rented facilities they have been using at Heritage
School’s Narre Warren Campus. The Church is now working
to ensure all approvals are completed and everything is in
place for the future.

Jesus Hands

Children’s Ministries

Pastor Dave visited Burwood Adventist Church in April, to worship with the
children there, for their own special Kids Church. He is happy to come to your
church too, as Children’s Ministries Director, to help make the experience of
church a special one for your children.

The program was certainly one the children will not forget
at Burwood. The youth participated, singing and acting
out “...wanna be Your hands, hands, hands,... wanna be
Your feet, feet, feet...” A captivating drama took the story
of the Good Samaritan to a new level, and the children
got to make their own crowns to wear and royal sceptres
to eat! Pr Dave spoke of the Kingdom of Heaven, not

just the one the kids
look forward to in
the future, but also
the one that can exist
within us right now, as we look out for those around us,
as we be...
Jesus Hands

So contact Pr David Edgren to arrange for him to bring his Kindom of Heaven message to your church, on 03 9264 7777

New Life at Mornington

For some time a group have been meeting in the Raymond’s
home on the Mornington Peninsula. The Executive
Committee is encouraged to see the growth of this group
that will soon official become our newest company in
Victoria. Arrangements are currently being finalised for an
official start date for the New Life Christian Community of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church - Mornington.

EISM Swimming Championships
Nunawading Christian college

Recently, secondary students from the Nunawading Christian College swim squad represented our school at the
EISM Swimming Championships held at the Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre.

Only swimmers who have placed first or second at
EISM carnivals go on to the championships. Our
students competed against swimmers from some of the
top independent schools in the Eastern region, many of
whom have close to 1000 students. We are so proud of our
students to have made it through to the championships
and were thrilled when three of our students took to the
winner’s podium.
Daniel Te took out first place in the 50m, under 13
breaststroke, and second place in both the 50m backstroke
and 50m butterfly. Corey Wilson came second in the

open 50m butterfly and Lauren Speirs brought home a
third place ribbon in the 50m, under 13 breaststroke.
Well done to all of our students who represented their
school. A big thank you also
to all of the students, parents
and staff who cheered our
swimmers so enthusiastically.
If there was a gold medal
for the most supportive
spectators I’m sure we would
have won!

Literature Evangelists Sow Seeds at Swan Hill.

Five Literature Evangelists stayed at the Swan Hill Church during March, for the purpose of being led by the Holy
Spirit to find people interested in Bible study for Pastor Peter Ansell to follow up.

They got more than they bargained for, however, because
their visit coincided with a mouse plague happing in the
town and the Church mice were many! The ladies braved

Marie Roberts

Rita, Graham, Lolita, Suzanne, Paster Peter, Rosemary & Eric.
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the week although the occasional shriek was heard now
and then, particularly when Lolita saw a mouse entering
her room.
During the week there were wonderful experiences and
over 20 people accepted a Christian DVD to watch with
many also accepting the Bible study guides. One such
contact was an Assembly of God Pastor’s wife who told
Suzanne that she would like to watch the DVD.
We pray that there will be a harvest of the seed sown by
the Literature Evangelists, under God’s leading, and that
he will bless Peter as he continues the work.
The redeemed will meet and recognize those whose
attention they have directed to the uplifted Saviour. What
blessed converse they have with these souls! “I was a
sinner,” it will be said, “without God and without hope in
the world, and you came to me, and drew my attention to
the precious Saviour.” (The Publishing Ministry p402,403)

Eric Hoare
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Congratulations

Victorian Conference
Women’s Ministries
Po Box 215 Nunawading
3131
(T) 03 9264 7777
(M) 0423 371 841

AdventCare Bendigo

Pamala Kerr-Bayley has worked at AdventCare Bendigo for nearly 25 years,
doing what she loves – cooking.

“I have seen lots of changes,” she says, of her years at Allawara (now Adventcare
Bendigo). “Residents have come and gone, and I have catered for many events
related to the centre and our local church.”
Earlier this month, Pamela graduated from Bendigo TAFE with a Diploma of
Hospitality and her Chefs certificate. A widow, she found juggling school, work and
the sole care of her 10 year-old daughter tough, but rewarding.
“I loved it at school and remember making scones and getting 10/10 when no one
else could!” she said. “My graduation ceremony was a bittersweet evening... I lost
my husband and my father seven days apart, in 2008, and I know how proud they
would have been if they had been there.
“I look forward to when we are reunited with our loved ones,” she concluded. “Come Lord Jesus, come.”
Congratulations Pamela, and may the Lord continue to bless your efforts as you
use your talent for Him.

Meet the Principal

Women’s Ministries
Calendar 2011
Sabbath 5 March (Local Church WM)

WM International Day of Prayer
Sabbath & Sunday 5 & 6 March

WM Leadership Training Program - Lvl 2
Sabbath 10 June (Local Church WM)

WM Emphasis Day

Henderson college

Working as a teacher and now principal at Henderson College in Mildura, has
been rewarding and satisfying. The longer I work within education the more
passionately I believe in the necessity of Christ centred Adventist schools that
are connected to and supported by their local church/es. I am privileged to work
alongside a dedicated teaching staff and chaplain team and to have a vibrant and
questioning group of children enrolled at the College. The greatest reward is to
witness God and the Holy Spirit at work in changing children’s hearts through the
various spiritual events and life of the school. It’s very moving to see one of your
student’s baptised and witness the growing passion they display for God. To be a
part of making a difference in a person’s life is gratifying.
Working alongside passionate, energetic and creative students to develop their
competency across the four key learning areas; academics, spiritual, physical and
social, drives and motivates my decisions and actions each day. To enable my students to mature and move into the
community to make a positive difference for the kingdom of God is my vision for each one of them.
I believe Henderson College plays a vital role in the Sunraysia community by offering a quality Christian education program
that equips it’s students to meet the demands of the twenty-first century with a Christian mindset.
My name is Aaron and this is my second year at Henderson College. I
started Year 7 at this school in 2010 and since then, I could not think of a
better school than this one.
It didn’t take me long to fit into the school because everyone was always
happy and kind. I think having smaller classes is great because everyone
gets a chance to get along with each other. I really enjoy the respect
that everyone shows to each other and the teachers make classes,
excursions and camps fun.
At Henderson College they teach you things that you need to know in
daily life such as finding the right career path for me and also making
Maths real by using real life situations to relate to. All the teachers treat
and teach you well. I will never leave this school.
Henderson College is a great school!

32 // IntraVic

vic.adventist.org.au/women-sministries

Friday, Sabbath & Sunday July 29 - 31

Women’s Spiritual Retreat

Sabbath 27 August (Local Church WM)

May 14, 2011
There are many challenges facing our
young women in the church today.

Self-esteem, identity and body image are just some
of the issues that confront them.
To explore these issues, a Conference for young
women aged 15-25 will be presented by the
Women’s Ministry Department. Entitled “Facebook
Connections” the conference will be held on
Sabbath, 14th May at the Nunawading Christian
College School Hall, commencing at 5.00pm.
Our speaker will be Sharon Witt, author of the
popular “Teen Talk” series. As well as writing,
Sharon is a secondary school teacher and public
speaker and is passionate about equipping young
women with the necessary skills to face today’s
challenges.
The cost to attend the seminar is $30.00 and this
includes dinner. To make a booking, please phone
Marie Roberts on 9877 3555 or mobile 0403 350 667.

Abuse Prevention Awareness
Sabbath & Sunday 15 & 16 October

WM Leadership Training Program - Lvl 2
(Repeat of Program in March)

Sabbath 14 May - Nunawading Christian College

WM Conference for Young Women
(16-30 yrs)

Be a woman
God can use

~Restore My Spirit~
Women’s Conference 2011

July 29-31
Speaker - Cherie Peters
Venue - Phillip
Island Adventure
Resort

To find out more, visit the Women’s
Ministries Booth in the Village
Square

Five Years Accreditation for Health Department programs
Sibilla Johnson recently spent time with an accreditation panel at the Conference Office, for the final assessment for
reaccreditation of the Community Health Education Presenters course, and for accreditation of a new Diploma of
Community Health Education.

“The Panel actually showed a great interest in the aims and objectives of our training course,” said Sibilla.
The concluding comment was “…there are very few meetings where we are completely satisfied with the structure and
development of the course. Your course is one of them – we cannot find any areas of concern and are happy to grant you
five years accreditation for both the Certificate IV and for the Diploma level.”
“I thank our wonderful heavenly Father for His leading and guidance with the whole project,” Sibilla concludes.
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2011 Series Starts with a Bang
East Prahan

Grenville Kent brought the time of Solomon to life on April 2 when he spoke at East
Prahran. Introduced by Handel’s Entry of the Queen of Sheba, played by Romney
King, lotus flowers and the smell of spices of lunch drifting through the church as
Grenville described the wealth, wisdom and downfall of Solomon, and Christ, the
one who did not fall, as the one greater than Solomon.
Dr Peter McGowan will speak on May 7 and he has an intriguing subject – Christ
in the Song of Songs – with a unexpected twist. You might better know it by the
title Song of Solomon. The Geneva Bible of 1560 calls it a parable of the relationship
of Christ to His Church, an idea which originated in the 2nd Century. Jewish
Rabbis call it the ‘Holy of Holies’. Others have used the text as a licence for licentiousness. How can we see the Gospel of
Jesus in the song without inventing fables about it? Dr McGowan will show you how. He is a highly qualified mechanical
and materials engineer who works with Orica Australia as Senior Engineering Consultant. Among his many and varied
activities he often lectures at Melbourne University and preaches around the Conference.
The Church service will start at 11 am, preceded at 10 am by Pastor Merv Sparrowhawk who will take a combined Sabbath
School Class. Then of course, there will be a fellowship lunch for everyone. All visitors will be most welcome.
The series on Christ in the Old Testament continues on June 4 and the guest speaker will be Pastor David Reilly and the
combined Sabbath School will be taken by Peter Derrick.

Signs of the Times has produced a flyer to help churches to share
with those seeking an explanation for the spate of tragedies
we’ve experienced over the past months.

According to Lee Dunstan, editor of Signs of the Times, the idea for
the flyer came as a result of watching an interview with a journalist
on TV one morning.
“She mentioned that as journalists, their job was to report on the who,
what, where, when and how,” he says. “They were doing a good job
of reporting on the disasters, but were having trouble with answering
‘why?’
“I recognised in her admission the seed for a Signs of the Times article
that would explain what she—and the secular world in its entirety—
can’t. That’s because the answer is not to be found in geology, plate
tectonics or global warming, but in the Bible—its history and its
predictions.
The article has been extracted into a flyer entitled “Why?” and sensitively puts the tears of loss into perspective, and gives
hope.
“It is the hope of Signs Ministry that every home in the country receive this message, helping to answer people’s questions and direct to
their only hope in these troubled times, even as a more grim future unfolds,” says Mr Dunstan. More @ www.signsofthetimes.org.au/why

Mongolia Project

100 Blood Glucose Monitors with Blood testing strips are needed for Mongolia.

Dr Harold Waldrip has been asked to go to Mongolia on July 29 for seven days, to help the establishment of Diabetes
Education programs for the Mongolian Mission. In addition he has been asked, if at all possible, to provide Blood Glucose
monitors, with supplies of strips, to hospital clinics there. One year’s supply of strips and a monitor
is approximately $300.
If you are willing to help please place your donation in an envelope and hand it to your church
treasurer. Donations need to reach Dr Waldrip by July 16. Make your donation out to the Yarra
Valley Church.
“If you would to know more about this project, please call me on 03 5967 1272.”
Harold Waldrip

Bilingual Pastoral
worker needed

The Mont Albert church is seeking
a bilingual pastoral worker to assist
the evangelistic work of the pastoral
team to the local Chinese community.
This position includes working for 10
hours per week and being involved in:
friendship evangelism, in particular
to a Chinese group bible studies To
find out more about this opportunity
contact church pastor, Jody Eddy on
0412 381 515 or jodyeddy@adventist.org.au

Day of Fellowship
Organised by African Adventists-Singing, Fellowship, Discussions,
Divine Service, also featuring special
programs for children, youth and
adults in the afternoon.
When: May 14, 2010 starting at 9am
Where: Gymnasium, Gilson College,
Taylors Hill, Victoria 3037 (Public
Transport, Sydenham train to Keilor
Plains and then bus 418 towards
Caroline Springs).
Who: Anyone interested in building
a closer connection with and
commitment to God.
What to bring: Food enough for
your family and to share (there will
be limited facilities to warm up
your food but please do not bring
anything to cook).

accomodation needed
27yo female moving to Melbourne
from Sydney, would like shared house
with other Adventists. Outer Eastern
suburbs, near Lilydale trainline
preferable. Call Jennis on 0431 686 134.
Each Saturday – Begins May 7
Visitors Month is Coming at Warburton
Everyone Welcome
More Info – 5966 5392
Church – Begins May 7

“Two roads diverged in the middle of my life,
I heard a wise man say
I took the road less travelled by
and that’s made the difference every night and every day.”
Larry Norman

Signs of the Times answers Why?
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Correction!!
Giant Book Sale for May has been
deferred. Wipe it from your calendar
and add October 16 instead. There
will be no sale on May 22.
TALL Timbers
The Garden of Tall Timbers is part of the
Australian Open Garden Scheme 2011.
The Garden will be open for Visitors
on Sunday May 1 and Monday May
2 from 10 am to 4 pm.
Morning and Afternoon Teas/Coffees
will be available and light Lunches
will be available on Sunday only.
Entry will be by $6 Donation, all
proceeds will go to an Adventist
Charity.
Location is at 3560 Yarra JunctionNoojee Road PIEDMONT. (near
Noojee).

Topic: Necessary Journey: Finding power points for life
We are pleased to invite you to join us in a journey of discovery.
Have you ever considered some of life’s most compelling questions:
Necessary Journey
Why do we suffer? Are we mere spectators or active participants in
Exploring the most difficult questions of life and suffering
the struggles of life? When darkness seems to prevail and we don’t
see the light at the end of the tunnel, where is God? At the end of
the day, what are the power points for life so we can anchor our soul to find rest? Are there other forces at play in the great controversy
of life?
“I hope you can join us as we engage in a search for answers to explain our tragic experiences and the realities of life, and how there
seems to be a fine line between good and evil within the boundaries of the human heart.”
Richard Araya-Bishop
For more information or request a brochure please call (03) 5966 5392

Sunset times

Bairnsdale time is 10 minutes EARLIER & at Hamilton the time is
12 minutes Later
Sabbath	
opening	 closing
April 29,30
5.36
5.35
May 6,7

5.28

5.27

May 13,14

5.21

5.21

May 20,21

5.16

5.15

May 27,28

5.12

5.11

offering schedule - may
April 30 - Local Church Budget
May 7 - Health
May 14 - Education/
Camping Ministry
May 21 - ADRA Disaster
& Famine Relief
May 28 - Local Church
Budget

Bible Workers Course
Commencing May 2011

Melbourne City Church
(Age is no barrier!)

Do you have a personal and loving relationship
with your Creator and Saviour? Do you desire to
share your faith with those around you? Would
you be interested in joining the Melbourne City
Church Plant team as it seeks to gain a presence
in the Central Business District of Melbourne?
Melbourne City Church Plant is looking for people
of all ages to be trained at no cost...
...A great opportunity to work for the Lord.
For more information contact Pastor Rod
Anderson (0439 615250), download the application
form from the Victorian Conference website

vic.adventist.org.au

or collect one from the reception desk at the
Conference Office.
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Student Connect
Career Advice<<

>>Scholarships

>>Internships

Work Experience<<

>>Graduate Programs

Employment Connect<<

Stand out from the crowd...

Weekly job updates from
>>Weekly

,

and

>>Career information.
>>Informative and resourceful newsletter.
>>Adventist Church Employers can search your proﬁle.

adventist employment
>>To ﬁnd out more, have a chat with Mark Baines
at the Adventist Employment Booth<<

adventistemployment.org.au

adventistemployment.org.au

Make sure you don’t miss the coolest
cuddliest Kids Church ever!

The Editor reserves the right to edit and include or exclude any article from publication. Articles not included due to lack of space may be included in a future issue or placed on the
Church website. The Editor also reserves the right to exclude Ads or Notices after just one issue.
Please note, commercial advertising is not published in Intravic. Only accommodation notices, if accompanied with a reference from Local Pastor.
Photographs of minors must be accompanied by permission to use the photographs in print and on the web, signed by parent/guardian.
Bible verses are from various versions which may include NIV, JJV, NJJV & Clear Word.
NOTE: neither the editor, nor the Seventh-day Adventist Church is responsible for the quality of goods or services advertised. Publication does not indicate endorsement of a product
or service.

