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BRINGING REVELATION SEMINARS
INTO THE 21ST CENTURY

     I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full. John 10:10 NIV
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BIG CAMP PLANS FOR 2009
ARE FORGING AHEAD.

Pr Ranco Stefanovic has been
invited to deliver the main 
presentations

Pr Karl Haffner 
will be 
presenting in 
the VicYouth 
tent

Lardner Park is again to be the  
location for Victoria’s Big Camp in 2009

Facilities have been extended with the addition of a second large 
shed, offering possibilities such as the children’s venues being more 

protected from inclement weather...

Pr Ranco Stefanovic is Professor 
of Religious and Biblical language at 
Andrews University and is a  sought 

after speaker around the world. 
He recently attended Minister’s 

meetings in New Zealand.  Here is 
what some former Victorians who 

heard him speak have to say...Ranco is a very down to 
earth man who has an 
extensive knowledge of 
the book of Revelation.                                
             Pr Craig Gillis            

He highlights the absolute relevance 
of Revelation for the times in which 
we live.                    Pr Greg Evans

He makes Revelation 
come alive:  the 
presentions are 
animated, they 

provoke thought and 
point you to Jesus, 
leaving you in no 

doubt as to the central 
theme of this amazing 

book.
       Pr Neil Thompson

A South Pacific Division 
initiative which resulted 
in the bringing together 
of the best of scholarly 
knowledge and  the best 
of evangelistic experience, 
will form the basis of the 

theme for Camp 2009.  
Pr Ranco Stefanovic and Dr 
Graeme Bradford will 
co-present day time sessions 
on the new Revelation 
Seminars.
For more on this initiative turn to page 
three.



Surely you are our God, our salvation, our hope.  We will trust you and not be afraid...

                                                     Being a grandparent is a new and interesting phase into which my wife and I have been
                                                     launched.  Three precious little ones have been added to our family, and it affirms what 

the Bible says, “Oh, how blessed are you parents, with your quivers full of children”. (Ps 
127:5).  Their faces adorn our walls and delight our hearts as once again jingly, bright-
coloured toys, a cot and hard-cover books fill the empty spaces in our rooms.
One little grand-daughter, Laura, lives close enough to use them often and grace our 
home with her sweet little smile, cute babblings and bright eyes.  As I play and laugh 
with her, I often look into her face and wonder what memories of me she is making.   
As I hold her and read her a hard-cover Bible book, I wonder what she will remember 
about the strong, mighty God of David, the brave shepherd boy.
Last Sabbath, I shared some time in worship with more of my family – my Cranbourne 
Church family.  It was communion Sabbath and I again engaged in thinking about 
memory making.  What a simply, yet powerful, ritualistic service for Jesus to initiate, 
loaded with symbolic significance for His people through the ages to come!

What is it Jesus wanted me to remember about Him that day? 
 As I took the towel, I was reminded that humble service is to pervade my life at home 

and work and in all my relationships with people of all walks of life: we all sin, we all need Jesus.
As I ate the bread, and drank the grape juice, Jesus’ mercy again touched my soul and flowed through my veins.  I 
was reminded that with His forgiveness, I am eternally secure and can live today with confidence, in peace and free 
of guilt.
In that service Jesus reminded us of something else He wants us to remember.  Verse 29 says, “I will not drink of this 
vine from now until that day when I drink it anew with you in my Father’s Kingdom.” 
 Yes, Jesus is looking forward to that day of heavenly reunion with each one of us, when the great storybook of 
God’s mercy, humility and justice will turn another page in victory.

So, ‘til that day, be of good courage!  Remember the words of Revelation 22, and may ‘the Grace of the Lord Jesus 
be with (you) God’s people.’ 
  Yes – He is coming soon....... 
      Amen.  Come Lord Jesus.
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            THE EDITOR...

NEWS FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE AND BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS
The agenda for the Special 
Session, to be held on 
the 24th of August, was 
just one of the matters 
that kept the Executive 
Committee busy at its last 
meeting on the 7th of July.  
It also needed to consider 
two major issues: the 

recommended Constitutional changes and the report 
on the Nunawading Estate.Members of the Executive 
Committee were happy to welcome Mrs Aloisia Haora 
to her first Executive Committee meeting.  Aloisia 
has been appointed as a replacement member to 
the committee.  She is a mother and a very active 
member of her local church in Warragul.  Her husband 
works as our Bi-Vocational Minister for the Warragul 
church as well as in the building industry. We are very 
happy to have people such as Aloisia on the Executive 
Committee, people who have a strong commitment to 
the work of the church. The committee members look 
forward to her contribution to the leadership of the 
Church on the Executive.
The Board of Directors for the church has wrestled with 

Pr Denis Hankinson
PRESIDENT

A note 
from

Pr Wayne Stanley
GENERAL SECRETARY

finding a suitable approach to developing a strategic 
plan for the Conference.  The directors are committed 
to ensuring that the resources, personnel and activities 
of the church are brought into closer alignment with 
the church’s core mission.  With this end in mind, the 
directors are moving forward with an “Evangelism 
Strategy: A Transformation and Growth Process”.  The 
process will involve resources from the Conference and 
will take place over a period of 6 to 12 months.
In 2009 another major outreach program is being 
planned for the Conference.  The outreach will be 
based on the book of Revelation.  The people of the 
Adventist church are a people who explain the book 
of Revelation well and teaching it.  Many members 
have joined the church as a result of their increased 
understanding of Revelation.  Training events, 
resources and programs are being planned and 
developed for this important initiative. This will build 
on the work conducted during the year 2007 which 
was a very important year for the Victorian Conference 
with the Mark Finley evangelistic programs.  Many 
decisions to join the church were made as a result of 
that program and church members themselves were 
deeply blessed through their involvement in it.  
At their meeting on the 7th of July, the directors also 
considered two important papers on Church Planting.  
One considered the Philosophy of Church Planting, the 
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 ...The Lord God is our strength and our Redeemer.  He is our song and our redemption...
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A NEW SERIES OF REVELATION SEMINAR.
For many years there has been a need for a fresh, updated seminar series 
based on the book of Revelation.
Four years ago the SPD took the initiative by asking Dr Jon Paulien of 
Andrews University, who is regarded by many as the finest scholar in 
Adventism in the area of the book of Revelation, to work with Dr Graeme 
Bradford, a senior lecturer at Avondale College,  co-authoring a new series 
of evangelistic seminar based on this wonderful book.   They have carried 
on this work for the last four years under the guidance of the SPD Biblical 
Research Committee.
The new series will feature fresh graphics and is to be printed by Signs 
Publishing Company.  It is expected the printing will take place in October 
2008.  Every effort is being made to make the new series user friendly in 
order that pastors and lay people alike will feel comfortable using it in a 
variety of ways as they present the Adventist prophetic message. 
Dr Ranko Stefanovic, who studied under Dr Paulien and teaches at Andrews University, authored  a commentary 
on Revelation entitled “The Revelation of Jesus Christ”, which is currently available in all ABCs.  Because this 
Commentary reflects much of the material incorporated into the new series, Dr Stefanovic has been asked to come 
to the SPD as a guest speaker, to share some of the fresh insights which make the Adventist prophetic message 
special. It is believed that as a result of the visit by Dr Stefanovic many will find fresh relevance regarding what 
Adventists have to share with the world. 
He is a scholar who presents with all the vigour and enthusiasm of an evangelist.
Earlier this year Dr Stefanovic spent time in New Zealand sharing with the pastors of the NZ Pacific Union 
Conference this exciting prophetic material.                                                                                                          Graeme Bradford

VICTORIAN CONFERENCE SPECIAL SESSION.
Notice is hereby given that the 

Special Session of the Victorian Conference 
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church  

will be convened at the
 Seddon Seventh-day Adventist Church Hall
21 Hotham Street, Seddon, on Sunday August 24, 2008.

The session will commence with a Conference Prayer at 
10:00am on Sunday August 24, 2008 

and will conclude at 4 p.m. approximately.

The Agenda of the Special Session will be to consider 
the recommendation of the Executive Committee to:

Accept the Model Constitution as outlined by the South Pacific Division policy.1. 
Consider the report on the Nunawading Estate.2. 

For further information please feel free to contact the General Secretary of the Victorian Conference by writing, email or telephone.

News from Executive and BOD - continued
other considered a funding model that could be used 
for Church Planting in Victoria. Further work is to be 
done on these two documents. The directors are keen 
to develop a planning and funding framework that will 
contribute to the growth of the church through Church 
Planting.
Approval was given to a structure for the placement 
of Senior District Pastors within the Victorian 

Conference.  This structure is to be put in place to assist 
Administration with the increasing numbers of Pastoral 
Workers, Groups and Companies.  It is envisioned that 
the work of the Senior District Pastors will increase 
the quality of communication between the Churches, 
Companies, Groups and Pastoral Workers and the 
Victorian Conference. It is also planned that this new 
structure will assist the Conference in being more 
responsive to the needs of churches and workers.

Dr Graeme  Bradford



...With joy we will draw water from the wells of His salvation...
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other ways of support or would like more information, 
Pr Damir Posavac is the Radio Coordinator and can be 
contacted directly on 0405 147 274.
Pr Denis Hankinson has this to say about this new 
acquisition.
“The purchase of these licences offers some exciting 
new potential for evangelism.  I can see our radio 
ministry expanding - remote Victorian towns having 
access to ongoing outreach - it is a wonderful 
possibility for the future.”

SPIRITUAL PROGRAM ON LOW POWER FM 
STATIONS IN MELBOURNE 
The Victorian Conference recently purchased licences 
for two full time Radio programs on low powered FM 
stations, bringing to our church the opportunity to air 
spiritual programs on the western side of Melbourne.  
The station locations are in Sunbury and Melton.
One of the main components of the radio broadcast 
will be the 3ABN Radio Program, but local churches 
are invited to participate in other parts of the program.  
Already Gilson College principal, Mark Vodell, has 
shown an interest and offered to work with students so 
they could lead out in a segment.
Decisions are still being made regarding the final 
stages of preparation, and those involved would 
greatly appreciate your prayers on their behalf.  It 
has not yet been decided whether to have two small 
studios at the stations premises or to link the stations 
to a larger studio, possibly located at St Albans Church.
A budget has been allocated by the Conference Office 
and the project will be reviewed at the end of 2010. 
If anyone would like to support this radio ministry 
financially, this can be done through the Treasury at 
the Victorian Conference Office.  If you wish to discuss 

WERRIBEE COMPANY BECOMES A CHURCH
June 7 was a 
momentous 
occasion for 
the church 
at Werribee.  
The Company 
which 
meets there 
celebrated its 

change of status and will now be officially known 
as the Werribee Church.   Established after an 
evangelistic campaign by Pr Anthony Kent, the 
Company has experienced exponential growth in 
recent years.  Church members have been actively 
sharing their faith and the Lord has blessed their 
efforts. 
Interestingly, the congregation has become 
very much like those of the New Testament – 
multicultural.  Nineteen different countries are 
represented in their congregation, so it was 
fitting that the 
church honour 
its change of 
status with a 
multicultural 
celebration.
 It was a 
wonderful 
day of praise, 

worship and fellowship and the members are 
looking forward to their continued growth as they 
work for the Lord.
BURMESE GROUP IS GROWING
The Burmese Group share premises with the 
Werribee Church, meeting there on Sabbath 
afternoons.  June 7 was a day of celebration for 
them as well: for the first time in Australia, nine 
people from the Burmese community were 
baptized 
and joined 
our church.  
This is an 
exciting time 
of growth 
for them too 
and plans are 
underway for 
considering their enlargement to a Company 
in the near future.  
Their volunteer minister, Mr Mervin Myat Kyaw, 
and his wife, Nan Shwe, were recently honoured 
by the Minister assisting the Premier on 
Multicultural Affairs, when he awarded them with 
a Burmese Interpreter Scholarship.  The decision 
to apply for the scholarship was fuelled by their 
desire to help newly arrived immigrants
“It is for our community,” said Mr Myat Kyaw.  “The 
scholarship will help us take care of them and 
help them.”A day of smiles and celebration

The baptismal candidates
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...When that happens, God’s people will sing “Give thanks to the Lord!”...
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Moe’s Memoirs: Expedition 2008
…the excitement (not) of being in 
the cow paddock, with tents pitched 
and bonfire wood piled… the sound 
of… well, of nothing – that is until the 
pathfinder clubs started rolling in one 
after another …the eager anticipation 
(or otherwise) of a shower free 
weekend…the pancake mix that was 
feared would never come out of the 
upholstery in the new Rav…

....praise God for an Awesome time.  
Bring on Expediton 2009!

presenting  RESCUE!

Most youth events consist of late nights and early mornings and 
Expedition Weekend with the Pathfinders was no exception.
This year saw around 270 Pathfinders in eleven clubs come together 
for a weekend of worship and adventure.  “It was a great weekend,” 
says Moe.  “From feedback we have received, it seems everyone 

enjoyed themselves.  We were 
especially blessed with the 
weather, which remained dry 
and sunny almost up until time 
to leave.”
The theme for the weekend was RESCUE! - so most of the activities during 
Sabbath and the hikes on the other days revolved around this theme.  “We 
were reminded of how God Himself has a rescue plan for each and every 
precious one of His creation,” Moe continues.  “God will continue rescuing us 
from this wretched sinful world and we can look forward to that awesome 
day when He will come in the clouds of heaven to rescue us once and for all, 
so that we can enjoy eternity with Him.”

VicYouth would like to 
acknowledge the great work 
that our Pathfinder District 
Directors did, in the preparing 
for and setting up of the 
Expedition Weekend.  A big 
thank you also goes to our Club 
Directors and their staff for their 
assistance and for a ‘job well 
done’ in preparing their clubs 
for this weekend.

FOOD FOR LIFE RECIPE CLUB (AND BEYOND....)
For the past twelve months, the Rowville-Lysterfield 
Church has been presenting healthy vegetarian recipes 
together with the church’s health message at meetings 
held on the first Wednesday of each month.  This 
began after an initial four week nutrition program 
which attracted 68 people.  At the end of the program, 
the Food for Life Recipe Club was established and 
approximately twenty people from the community still 
attend on a regular basis.  They ask about many things 
and some have started taking other videos home and  
even expressing an interest in attending church.
A recent survey was undertaken, asking “What do you 
like about Food for Life?” Responses included:  
 ”Food for Life Recipe Club is educational and 
interesting.”
 “Thank you everyone for your effort, time and 
commitment.”
 “Thanks for the emails and handouts. Having the group 
once a month is good.”

 “I like the great recipes, seeing the finished product 
and, most importantly, the taste testing.”
Five trained presenters share the responsibility for 
planning and running the monthly programs and 
on two special occasions they invited the men folk 
to demonstrate their favourite recipes!  Peter Rollo, 
church pastor, showed how to bake bread at one of 
the evenings. The ladies were encouraged to bring 
their husbands and friends to the special events and 
these nights proved to be highly successful.
In September, the church will be starting a craft 
afternoon once a month and several of the recipe club 
members have indicated that they plan on taking part 
in these activities as well.
The introduction of the recipe club has been a great 
success: it has been beneficial to our own church 
members as well as meeting a need in the community, 
but of equal importance, lasting friendships have 
been made.  Pictures from the Club can be viewed on the 
Conference web site <http://vic.adventist.org.au    Sibilla Johnson

Sabbath morning sunrise - on parade...                                                                         Needing rescuing                                                                                                    RESCUED!
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...and proclaim His name throughout the whole earth...
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ADVENTIST TEACHERS AWARDED FOR 
EXCELLENCE
At the Adventist Schools Victoria Annual Conference 
in May, inaugural awards 
were presented to teachers 
demonstrating excellence 
in their teaching practice. 
The award initiative was 
developed to recognize the 
exceptional efforts of two full 
time teachers in Adventist 
schools in Victoria.  One award 
is presented to a new teacher 
with less than two years 
teaching experience, who 
demonstrates a commitment 
to the philosophy of Adventist 
education, to student learning 
and best classroom practice, 
to developing positive relationships with all members 
of the school community, and to ongoing professional 
learning and development.  The second award is 

presented to a teacher with over five years teaching 
experience, who demonstrates skills similar to those of 
the graduate, but with further emphasis on command 

of subject matter, innovation 
and excellence in all areas of 
teaching and learning, and 
a heightened participation 
in professional development 
including research related to 
teaching.
The inaugural awards were 
presented to Mr John Minett, 
a second year teacher from 
Gilson College (Taylor’s Hill) - 
awarded the Graduate Teacher 
of the Year for 2007; and Mr 
Tony Robinson,  also of Gilson 
College - awarded the Teacher 
of the Year for 2007 for his 

exemplary professional approach to teaching, self-
development and sharing knowledge with colleagues. 
Congratulations to both gentlemen.

LIFE LONG LESSON PRACTICE FOR NUNAWADING CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
STUDENTS
The Grade 1 and 2 classes at Nunawading Christian College recently pushed 
aside the Maths books and readers and participated in practicing a lifelong 
lesson – Respect.  
To remember ANZAC Day, they made ANZAC biscuits, wrapped them 
decoratively into small bundles with an ANZAC message and shared their 
bundles of love with the elderly residents at Adventcare Whitehorse (Coronella).   
Nervously, but with happy smiles, they knocked on the doors and greeted each 
resident with their gifts and words of respect. 

As part of their studies on ‘Cultures At School’, they began by looking at the first 
culture of Australia – the Aboriginal culture.  This was enhanced by a visit from 
Pr Johnny Murison, an Aboriginal Adventist pastor from Sydney.  Dressed in 
traditional costume he showed the children various dances and demonstrated 
his skills on the didgeridoo.  He emphasized the need to show respect to all 
cultures and appreciate the differences.
Nunawading Christian College Grades 1 and 2 will certainly remember the fun 
they had in these lessons but most importantly they will remember to respect 
our past and respect people from all cultures.  What a life long lesson!!

HOW NOT TO COMPLAIN WHEN YOU HAVE TO DO DISHES:  STUDENTS HELP BLIND LAWN BOWLERS 
Lilydale Adventist Academy students were recently involved in a community service project feeding the players 
at the Victorian Blind Lawn Bowling Championship. The Lions Club of Mooroolbark invited the students to help 
prepare, serve and clean up dinner for the bowlers who had been bought in by bus  from all over Victoria to 
compete.  Students gained experience in working with people with disabilities and how that those who are blind 
need utensils placed in a certain order to be recognized. The students thoroughly enjoyed the experience as 
interacted with those they served. After clean up the students left for home happy in the knowledge that helping 
others is the best way to help yourself! 

‘KEYS PLEASE’ ANOTHER RESOUNDING SUCCESS IN DRIVER EDUCATION AT LAA 
A group of budding young drivers and their driving instructor parents recently enjoyed an informative evening in 
the Chapel under the guidance of a VicRoads instructor. Two hours of light-hearted and wise instruction was well 
received and appreciated by all who attended.

...You can always call on Him to help you.   Make known to the nations what He has done...

   A  PORTRAIT OF GUYS ON THE ROAD
What do you get when you blend a group of seemingly normal men 
with leather, helmets and motors?  These guys were not so rough – their 
occupations ranged from accountants, to air traffic controllers, from MICA 
paramedics to pastors – yet there was some kind of transformation: even 
their wives coined a new name for the group once it was blended:  the G.O.M. 
(Grumpy Old Men) Squad.  The men volunteering to undergo this process 
were Pr Rod Anderson, Andrew Davey, Chris Howard-Bath, Glenn Fairall and 
Dale Judd, all of Nunawading Church.

Transformation complete, the Bikers set off on their well planned journey earlier this year.  It was an eight day 
road trip, covering three states.  Highlights included: receiving an ‘inside tour’ into the art of leather craft by 
someone knighted by the Hells Angels; managing to drop their bikes, each at different times, and yet walking away 
unscathed (probably because the bikes 
were stationary when dropped); visiting the 
Birdwood Motor Museum; and momentarily 
bringing fear to the hearts of a country 
town congregation.
When asked to comment on how the small 
congregation of Mt Gambier SDA Church 
felt the day they were invaded by five, now 
unkempt, men in leathers, here is how the 
Head Elder, Denis Fletcher responded.
“You have evoked great memories by sending 
this request.  There is a whole story on its own, 
of how God has supported our struggling 
Mt.Gambier church through possibly its 
lowest ebb since inception, and the surprise 
visit of our brothers from Nunawading was one in a series of such events, which all served to uplift our tiny struggling 
congregation, and remind us that we had not been totally forgotten. 
We were engrossed in our Sabbath School lesson study when one of our members came in from the kitchen saying they 
had just heard all these bikes come around the back.  Figuring the bikers were just using the car park, we went back to 
our Scriptures.
Then in rolled these five guys and we had no idea who they were.  Were we intimidated? Yes, I think we were – they nearly 

doubled the number of people in the small room and their initial 
appearance was anything but reassuring.  No doubt in response 
to seeing our eyes and mouths wide open, they quickly began to 
explain who they were. On hearing they were SDA’s we exhaled 
audibly and began to relax...
The dynamics of the whole day changed to one of inspiration, 
as we invited Rod Anderson to take our service, still in his leather 
pants, and Dale led out in prayer for our church.  The psychological 
effect of that surprise visit was enormously uplifting and was 
rapidly transmitted to those who had not been there to experience 
it...”
There are so many clichés that go with a story like this: Don’t 
judge a book by its cover; Things are not always what they 
seem; Scratch beneath the surface...  
The Bikers, out on the road, did not expect the blessing they 
received when they stopped at the country church to worship.  
“We were impressed with the warmth and welcome given to us 

rough looking bikers.  It is great to be part of a Church that accepts you just as you are and welcomes you as family.”
The members of Mt Gambier did not expect any blessing when they first saw the intruders, indeed they would not 
have received any if they had not looked beyond the initial impression to see the love, humour and friendship in 
their faces, the respect and consideration in their stance.
As Denis concluded, “Not all people show their intentions as transparently as these men did, but there are some brilliant 
gems hidden under very ordinary looking hats, so make sure you take the opportunity to have a look.”
For more on this story, visit the Conference Website at  < http://vic.adventist.org.au>
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Dale, Andrew, Chris, Glenn, Rod and Kinglsey leaving Nunawading Church

  Snapshots on

CHURCH

HOSPITALITY

Pr Rod preaching at Mt Gambier Church



...Sing to the Lord, for He has done great and marvelous things...
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2008 COMMEMORATION OF AFRICA/WORLD 
REFUGEE DAY AND THE UNHCR
Since 1974 African countries have recognised the plight 
of refugees with an annual celebration.  More recently 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) nominated June 20 as Africa Refugee Day and 
together with the African Union, uses this day to draw 
the attention of the world  to the situation refugees and 
other displaced people find themselves in and to renew 
commitment to solving the problems they face.
This year the South Sudan Equatorials Association 
Inc, which involves Sudanese from different Christian 
backgrounds, gave a spiritual touch to the special 
occasion.  They suggested the theme “By God’s Power, 
Together We Can Build a Strong Community” and called 
it Thanksgiving Day.
The major event was celebrated at the Chandler 
Community Centre, Keysborough Secondary College, 
Victorian Conference was invited to present the key 
note address.  He challenged them with a message 
taken from Nehemiah’s story of the rebuilding of the 
wall of Jerusalem.  The prophet encouraged every tribe 
to rebuild the portion of the wall closest to their homes, 

thus giving them incentive to do their best, to build a 
wall they could be proud of.  Pr Stenio stressed that for 
the prophet’s plan to succeed, prayer was a priority.  He 
then drew out the practical application, conveying to 
those present that they should each prayerfully rebuild 
their own segment of the wall – their families, and 
together they would create the whole wall – a strong 
community.
The congregation took the challenge seriously.  
Perhaps there is a lesson in this for us all – not just 
refugees.

CORY’S RUN: ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Sunday morning May 18 was cold and grey.  But before it had even dawned, Cory Jansen (of New Life Adventist 
Church, Geelong) was on his way to Lorne for the Great Ocean Road Marathon.  It was a freezing cold start, but 
warm clothes were discarded and the participants stood shivering at the starting line.  With the race underway the 
runners had to contend against the elements as well, battling strong winds, rain and hail.  
“I asked myself at one point ’Why am I doing this?,” Cory recalls. “But I wanted to do the best I could, so I reminded 
myself I was doing it to help others and kept going.”   

Several weeks earlier Cory, along with other members of Geelong’s 
New Life Adventist Church, raised over $1200 for ADRA APPEAL 
through a tin rattle.  Afterwards, someone suggested to Cory that he 
get sponsors for his run to raise more money.
“I really couldn’t understand,” he says, “why anyone would be willing 
to sponsor me when I was going to do the run anyway!”  But sponsor 
him they did, and Cory raised a further $1030.
Toward the end of the race the sun came out and it was a beautiful 
blue sky under which the participants crossed the finishing line.  
During his training, Cory had set himself a goal of two hours but 
achieved a personal best, finishing the 23km half-marathon in 1hour, 
48 minutes.
“Do you know it was so funny” says Kim Jansen, Cory’s proud mum, 
“he arrived in Apollo Bay before Ray and I did, and we were driving!  
We had calculated it would take him a little over two hours, with the 
steep terrain but he did really well.”

Rebecca Auriant, Victoria’s ADRA coordinator has this to say about 
Cory’s effort.
“We may not all be able to run for miles like Cory, but finding different 
ways to fundraise is what it’s all about.  Cory has truly captured the 
vision of ADRA’s Youth Campaign - the iGeneration: that of being 
involved, making an impact and inspiring others to Make Poverty 
History.”

Supersportimages: registered photographers- used with permission
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...Let the whole world know what He has done.   Isa 12:2-5
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GOOD BYE TO MR WONG
Last month saw Mr Johnny SK Wong leave our shores for Malaysia, 
where he was to holiday briefly, before moving on to his new role as 
Chaplain at the Mission College in Thailand.  
Mission College is a Seventh-day Adventist tertiary college operated 
by the South-East Asia Union Mission and has a large population of 
non-SDA students.  We know the Lord has a great plan for Johnny’s 
calling as a gospel worker and will bless his campus ministry work. 
Johnny served here in Victoria for two years working with Gateway 
Church.  He has a passion for campus ministry and during this time 
we saw how God used him to bless this work in Melbourne.  He was a 
core member who started the Campus Care Group, which grew from 
five people to two groups of thirty.   Many of his Bible students have chosen baptism and are now serving the 
Lord.  
 “Johnny SK has a great attitude,” praised Pr Isaac Foo at the church farewell.   “He quickly puts into action new 
things he learns and his passion for campus ministry will be missed.” 

GET’N HIGH ON LIFE
The Mildura Youth Hot Air Balloon Club, a non denominational Christian based club, provides Mildura and its 
surrounding regions with accredited Adventure Therapy Training for at-risk 15-19 year old youth.  Its purpose is to 
build participant’s resilience and self-esteem while teaching them life skills and then encouraging them to move 
into further education, training or employment.
Operating since 2003, the club has come close to achieving its ten year funding goal within five years, thanks to 
sponsors such as ADRA Australia, Mildura Rural City Council, the ADRA Op Shop in Sunraysia and other donations, 
along with a Federal Government grant.
“We work with the recommended maximum of twelve at-risk youths in each program and the success with the 
funding now means the Club has the infrastructure to continue for the next seventeen years,” says Rowland 
Hughes of Mildura Church and one of the founding members of the Club.  “Of course it will still be an ongoing 
challenge to raise the funds needed to keep the programs operating and to continue to expand. “
The first “Get’n High on Life” project with the new infrastructure was held on the Queen’s Birthday weekend at the 
Riverland Balloon Fiesta and was very successful, with involvement from past participants, trainee leaders for the 
East End Project for the disadvantaged, sponsors and volunteers in training.
Part of the expansion of our club included in the funding application, was to purchase one of the largest “Pinnacle’s 

of Terror”  in Australia. This has become another arm of our Club enabling us to 
expand the number of youth we can work with each year.
If you would like to help the Club as they work to help others, they would 
appreciate your prayers and support.
For more information you can contact Rowland on 0419 277 044 or at
                                             <rhughes@sunitafe.edu.au>

Johnny SK Wong (third from the right) and 
students on campus

PR MAREK IGNASIAK RETIRES
The Polish Wantirna Church wished Pr Marek Ignasiak  and his wive Alina a  “Happy 
Retirement” on Sabbath, June 21.   After the service, a special fellowship was had with 
lunch in the church hall.  
Pr Marek worked in Poland from 1962 - 1981, before migrating to Australia with his 
family.  Employed by the Victorian Conference, he has pastored Oakleigh, Dandenong, 
Glenroy and Wantirna Polish Churches.  These congregations, along with the Victorian 
Conference wish Pr Marek and Alina many happy years of retired life.
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...I will strengthen you.  I will help you.  I will hold you up with the right hand of my righteousness.  Isa 41:10So don’t be afraid, I am with you.  Do not be dismayed, for I am your God...
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 RENOWNED MUSICIAN ‘COMES TO TOWN’
Earlier this year Bairnsdale Church invited the local community to 
attend a special concert featuring Paul Hamilton Glover, a church 
member from Ballarat.  
This was the second time Paul has performed in Bairnsdale and 
he was certainly kept busy.  He played for residents of a local 
nursing home Friday evening, preached at Bairnsdale Church 
Sabbath morning and then visited another nursing home, before 
performing Saturday night.
“I heard music, songs and hymns played as never before” reports 
Bairnsdale Church member, Joffre Gilchrist.  “The one I liked best 
was that beautiful hymn played by the band on the Titanic as the 
ship went down – ‘Nearer My God to Thee’…   
“Not only was the music superb, “ he adds, “ Paul has a way of telling stories, whether in a formal concert setting, or 
to a smaller audience, that just adds something special to his music programs.”

CROSSING THE SIMPSON
What would motivate a 21 year old to set off on a 400km hike, not only on his own, but pulling a 150kg cart behind 
him?  This is just what Tim Luszczak from the Dandenong Polish Adventist Church has done and, as if that wasn’t 
hard enough, he put the Simpson Desert, with its 1100 sand dunes ranging from ten to thirty metres in height, on 

his itinerary!  Why would he do this?
“My family migrated to Australia in the late 80’s.  The local 
community, in keeping with the Aussie spirit, helped us 
enormously, providing physical and emotional support, but 
most of all it offered us respect and acceptance.”  Here  was Tim’s 
motivation: “Others showed care and support for my family and I 
can never pay that back – but  I can make sure I pass it on.”
Tim’s epic journey was to raise awareness of growing needs in 
the community.  Through sponsorship and donation, he is raising  
funds towards the purchase of a mobile adventure unit and 
vehicle, similar to the Pinnacle of Terror, with which many of us are 
familiar, and plans to use this to bring God glory.
For more on Tim’s story, log onto <http://vic.adventist.org.au>

SWEET BLITZING THE COMMUNITY
On Australia’s National Day of Thanksgiving Northpoint Church let the service 
providers of their community know how much they are appreciated, by giving them 
free packages of lamingtons - no strings attached!
After church each of the Life Groups headed out to the Police, Fire Brigade, 
Ambulance and others in our community who make a difference, to say ‘Thank You’ 
for all they do.
Not satisfied with that however, the Church continued its Community Sweet Blitz 
with another campaign - delivering bundles of sweets to their friends, family and 
neighbours - creating opportunities for faith sharing.  The bundles included an 
assortment of lollies and mini bars along with a Connect Card to allow those receiving 
the sweets the opportunity to ask for assistance.   Visit <http://vic.adventist.org.au> to read more of this story.

PASTOR HAROLD JOSEPHS TURNS 90!
A large group of family and friends gathered recently to celebrate the 90th birthday of Pastor Harold Josephs. The 
celebration was hosted by his children Shirley Tarburton, Beverley Moss and Darrell Josephs.
Pastor Josephs has been an ordained Adventist pastor for 55 years and throughout his highly successful career 
has pastored 24 churches and companies, been involved in six major 
evangelistic campaigns and has even spent three years as the principal 
of an Adventist boarding school.  His calling took him to New South 
Wales, Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania as well as Ceylon (Sri 
Lanka) and India. Following his retirement he continued to preach 
most Sabbaths, sometimes travelling many kilometres to serve 
churches that were without a pastor.
Always an interesting and vibrant person, Pastor Josephs has many 
hobbies including travelling with his wife Olive, gardening, working 
on wood and metal lathes and a love of steam engines. After living 
the itinerant lifestyle of an Adventist pastor, the Josephs’ have settled 
in Forest Hill to be closer to family and they attend the Nunawading 
church. Harold and Olive are pictured here cutting the birthday cake.
                                – Bronwyn Rowe, Communication Leader, Nunawading

A MONTH NOT TO BE MISSED AT WARBURTON SDA CHURCH
During the month of August, Warburton Church will be hosting a special series as part of their Visitor’s Month.  
Presented by Pr Richard Araya-Bishop, the topic will be “Transmission Across Generations” covering five Christian 
principles definitely worth passing from one generation to the next.  The programs will run each Saturday morning 
of August, from 11am – 12:30pm at the Church.
As part of Visitor’s Month members of the church are being encouraged to invite local friends and former members 
to the programs and the invitation is being extended to you.  Feel free to join the church in worship and fellowship, 
during the month of August.
If you need more information phone Kerryn or Julie on 03 5966 5392, or email <contact@adcareplus.com.au>

ADRA LIGHTS UP VICTORIA
The annual ADRA Appeal is approaching and from 
August 25 - October 25 our church members will 
be involved in their various collection projects.  The 
Appeal is not just about fundraising: it also 
increases ADRA’s profile in the community. 
With LightFM on board this year as a major 
sponsor, mobile cruisers will join our 
intersection collectors on October 11 which 
will lead up to the iGeneration Concert on 
October 25. 
We all know how ADRA helps overseas: 
working with communities to teach 
agriculture techniques, building clean 
water supplies, responding to HIV and AIDS 
and providing literacy and schooling opportunities, as 
well as disaster assistance and relief.  Within Australia’s 
shores ADRA provides services such as counselling 
centres, women’s refuges and at-risk youth programs. 

But if you were asked while collecting, would you be 
able to tell the community how ADRA is active on a 
regular basis right here in Victoria?

Victorian community projects sponsored by 
ADRA include: Bendigo’s Life on Bay Street; 
Camp Howqua’s Blind Camp and Team 
Impact; Geelong’s Healthy Cooking and food 
parcels; Getting Connected (a school-based 
resilience program); At-Risk Youth programs 
such as Mildura’s Get’n High on Life and 
Pinnacle to Central Australia; and Recon. 
 Furthermore, in 2008 ADRA will be looking 
at strengthening other areas of activity such 
as Refugee Assistance projects, Transition 

Services and Women’s Refuges. 
For updates on the LightFM cruisers and ADRA Appeal 
info go to: <myspace.com/igenerationvic>

NUNAWADING CELEBRATES
Sabbath June 21 was a high day for the Nunawading church when five special people were baptised in the 
afternoon.  Pictured from left to right are Aroya Tasker, who studied with Pastor Rod Anderson; David O’Brien, who 
studied with Pastor Tony Campbell several years ago and then again with Pastor Trevor Rowe during 2007 and 
2008; sisters Jessica and Lauren O’Brien, who had studies with Crystal Taylor; and Lyndon McPaul, who prepared for 
baptism with Pastor Trevor Rowe during 2007 and 2008.
Aroya is the 12-year-old daughter of George and Mary Tasker 
from Nunawading church and is very active in her church life. The 
baptism was also a very special occasion for Helen O’Brien as she 
saw her husband David and daughters Lauren and Jessica baptised 
together. During his testimony Lyndon paid tribute to his parents for 
a good Christian childhood.  He chose another pathway in his teen 
years but now, more than 10 years later, has returned and is now an 
important member of the Nunawading church family. We wish all of 
these people much of God’s blessings as they live their lives for Him.



Your Heavenly Father knows your needs before you even ask.   Matt 6:8

bought to you by...

“Maybe you are sick of playing 
religion and want Christ without 
the clichés.  Or perhaps you’re 
a little bored and want to meet 
some new people minus the 
DJ who’s out to deafen you.  It 
could be you just want to chill 
out with a drink and some 
funky tunes before hitting the 
pillow... come check us  out”                                                                                                                      
-Moe
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Who says that people only 
come through front doors 
these days?  If you’ve been 

to

The Back Room 
Cafe

 you will know it certainly 
is no front door entry!  It is, 
however, a welcoming back door 
entrance into one of Melbourne’s 
soon to be “hot spots”.

“It’s not a Vespers, it’s not a Youth 
Rally, it’s not a Church.  In fact, it’s 
not anything I have ever been to!”
                                       -crew member                

The Café opens at 7:30 for an 8pm 
start @ North Fitzroy SDA Church, 
round the back. (27 Alfred Street, 
North Fitzroy, Mel Ref 30 B12)  
Wind up time is about 9pm and the 
back door closes at 10pm.

Stay in the ‘know’ : join the mailing 
list    < info@vicyouth.com >

NEWS FLASH...

July 4 saw The Back 
Room packed with lively 
young adults coming from 
all over Melbourne for a 
wonderful night.  Kathryn 
Piez hosted the evening 
which soon proved to be a 

great success.  The discussion topic 
was ‘MONEY – can money buy 
happiness?’ and it generated lively 
discussion.
Most people present agreed that 
money can only buy temporary 
happiness.  As for the importance 
of money, there was a consensus 
that it is important if it is used to 
help those in need.  Is it bad to be 
rich?  Not at all, just as long as the 
rich use their wealth with wisdom!  
Finally, addressing the purpose of 
money, it was agreed that money 
helps us here in this country to 
meet our basic needs and anything 
else is just a bonus.
The conclusion at the end of the 
evening?  If money and wealth 
is not used to serve God and the 
community around us, there’s 
really no lasting joy or fulfillment.

So what is  The Back Door Cafe ?  Occurring on the first Friday 
night of every month in the back room at North Fitzroy SDA church, each 
evening is different so no one can ever be quite sure what to expect.  
However you can be sure that there will be great food and drink (for free!), 
stimulating conversation, discussion topics which are both interesting 
and challenging and some truly hilarious moments with Lorinda and the 
Improv Team.  You will be invited to participate, not just observe: to think, 
not just learn.

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS
August 1 The Back Door Cafe
August 15-17  Winter camp
September 5 The Back Door Cafe  
September 13 ADRA basketball .
October 3 The Back Door Cafe 
October 25  Youth Rally with 
                               Dave Edgren 
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He will send His angels to protect you as you walk in His ways.  Psalm 91:11
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Held in May, the Week of Prayer was a successful 
occasion and concluded with three highlights.
Seven young children under two years of age were 
dedicated to the Lord.  Each child was appointed a 
volunteer elder, who committed to keeping contact 
with the parents, offering help as needed, and praying 
for the child and its family.
“We want each child in our church to have an adult, 
apart from their immediate family, who takes an 
interest in and watches over them,” Pr Eddie Erika 
explained.  “These are difficult times to grow up in, 
and we want the adult population of the church to be 
intentional in caring for our children.”
The second highlight of the day was the baptism of 

two young people:  Joute Sione, a delightful young 
lady who has grown up in an Adventist home, and 
Ruth Erika, Pr Eddie’s daughter-in-law.
“There were many tears of joy that Sabbath,” said Pr 
Eddie.  “Ruth had asked me questions about baptism, 
and after studying with me decided to be baptized, 
but she wanted to keep it a secret.  You should have 
seen my son’s face when I announced that we had a 
second candidate, and invited her to the font.”
The final highlight of the week of prayer took place 
the following weekend, with the official launch of the 
Recon soup van in Frankston.  Manned by the youth 
of Carrum Downs Samoan Church, it will operate on 
a trial of once per month, however they are already 
prepared to increase that to every fortnight.

YOUTH WEEK OF PRAYER @CARRUM DOWNS SAMOAN CHURCH

Zion Anthony Tusitala, with his family Pr Eddie, Joute and Ruth New friends made while operating  the Recon Van in Frankston

NUNAWADING WALK4BIBLES   
Saturday May 17, the coldest and wettest May day in 
Melbourne for 31 years, was the day set aside by the 
Bible League in Victoria for their annual Walk4Bibles.  
This event raised funds to purchase Bibles for 
persecuted Christians in desperate need of copies of 
the Scriptures and The Bible League selected China as 
its project this year, where it is estimated that of the 80 
million Christians in China, at least 50 million do not 
have a copy of the 
Bible.
The Nunawading 
Youth Group 
had made a 
commitment to 
the walk and had 
$700 worth of 
pledges but it was 
teeming with rain 
and really cold. 
The nineteen 

youth and leaders set out for the seven kilometre walk 
at Cape Schanck on the Mornington Peninsula, their 
determination to achieve their goal strengthened by 
fixing their focus firmly on the 250 million Christians 
worldwide who are persecuted for their faith.
“Although we were cold and drenched,” one of the 
youth commented later, “it is nothing compared to 
what some people in China have to put up with on a 
daily basis, especially those who are persecuted.”

Were the youth 
successful? 
You bet they were! 
They completed the 
walk, and the Lord 
blessed their efforts 
as they raised far 
more money than 
was pledged, with the 
final figure of $1,320 
being enough to 
supply 188 Bibles for 
the cause.  

WINTER YOUTH CAMP for those 18 and above
Date: August 15-17        Location: Camp Howqua
Theme: Moment of Truth – dealing with issues of life
Speaker: Pr Nick Kross, SPD Associate Youth Director
Come for a fun time with great spiritual highs, uplifting 
worships and informing workshops to choose from. 
There’s also the opportunity to go skiing on Sunday 
with youth from all over Victoria.

Visit <www.
vicyouth.com> 
to download 
the application 
form and details. 
Applications are 
due by Wednes-
day August 6.



Leave all your anxieties and worries with Him because He cares for you.  1Peter 5:7
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Recon Ministries is a VicYouth initiative.  Planning began in 2001 
with a dual purpose in mind: reaching out to the marginalised of 
the community and reaching out to the youth in our own church, 
giving them a sense of mission, keeping them engaged in church 
life and ministry in a Spirit-filled 
way.  ADRA became involved the 
following year as a major sponsor 
and with the purchase of the first 
street van in May, the project was 
underway.  
Since its inception Recon has 
recruited 147 volunteers mostly 
from Seventh-day Adventist 
churches across Victoria, to 
work with the street vans in both rural and metropolitan regions 

and provides them with initial and ongoing training programs.  These youth and their supporters are making a 
difference.  They offer immediate practical assistance, with the supply of food, drink, clothing and blankets.   They 
help the homeless, unemployed and people with drug and alcohol dependencies make contact with relevant 
community services.   They offer a listening ear.
Recon also played a significant role through advocacy and support with the ‘Unpacking the Suitcase’ Conference 
(helping refugees and new arrivals) and the First National Harm Prevention Conference.   Recon also ran a 

community house in Springvale, providing individual and group 
support for new Sudanese arrivals and  at-risk young people.   
Funding to operate Recon Ministries comes from its major sponsors: 
ADRA, Mitcham ADRA Op Shop and Sanitarium Health Foods.  
Assistance is also received from church and individual donations of 
goods and services, as well as money.  
Future projects for Recon Ministries include:  the establishment of 
a street van in the western suburbs; working with ‘Big Issue and the 
Street Socceroos’ in their upcoming street soccer for the homeless; 
and Conversational English classes at the Filipino-Australian Church 
in Dandenong.

If you would like to know 
more about Recon Ministries, 

please contact Rebecca 
Auriant on

 0411 865 790 or  
<ra@adventist.org.au> or you 

can visit the website at
 <www.vicyouth.com/recon >

MISSION STATEMENT
Going to great lengths, 

using positive means, to 
help at-risk young people 
towards a healthy life as 

God intended.

Reconnaissance
Searching out the needy of our community

Reconstruct
Encouraging restoration of broken rela-
tionships - particularly among families

Reconsider
Educating young people to say “no” to 
drugs and abusive lifestyles

Reconnect
Assisting at-risk young people to recon-
nect to life affirming lifestyles

Reconcile
Leading people to Jesus, enabling them to 
lead a healthy life as GodIntended; making 
our community a better place to live in.

These youth are making a 
difference....
On July 5 Recon’s Eastern Van team 
discovered a 42 year old man from 
Ballarat, sleeping under a makeshift 
tent in Box Hill Park, where he had 
been living for 5 nights.  The team 
were able to take him to a boarding 
house where he will be assigned a 
case worker...
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Trust in the Lord and take courage.  Wait for Him and He will strengthen your heart.  Wait, I say, on the Lord.   Psalm 27:14
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MAD HATTER’S TEA PARTY
Joining many other Australians 
in late May, Deidre Harvey 
hosted a morning tea at the 
Victorian Conference Office, 
as part of Australia’s Biggest 
Morning Tea, raising money for 
cancer research, education and 
support services.  The theme 
chosen for the morning was 
The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party and 
staff raised over $340 as well as 
having some fun. 

CHANGING WORSHIP TIMES TO MEET SOCIAL NEEDS
A recent review of the commencement  times for Worship services in our Victorian churches has shown that 42% 
have changed to a time other than 11am, to suit local needs.
“This is not a bad thing,” Pr John Denne, Church Development Director, says.  “We commend those churches that 
have chosen to provide their community with user-friendly times for Worship services.  If 11am is the best time for 
the church community, then use it.  But if another time will serve better, then make the change.”
It is important for churches to be relevant and to meet the needs of the community they serve.  To do so, they 
need to be flexible. However the question Church Boards should discuss is not “What time suits our membership 
most?” This will not help a congregation to serve its local community.  Rather, it should be “What time will most at-
tract our community to come and worship Jesus?”
When a church meets people’s needs by conducting services at “user-friendly” times, when it provides an environ-
ment where people sense a connection with God and the warmth of regular worshippers, then the worship service 
becomes a powerful evangelistic occasion.

was all over and mother and baby were doing well.
“This is Oma speaking! “said Susie the next morning. 
“I am the proud, relieved and grateful grandmother 
of a very cute little sandy-haired blue eyed boy.  He 
weighed 6lb 6 ozs, and has beautiful even features.  
  We are all 
so grateful 
to God 
for His 
blessings 
and very 
humble 
to be the 
caretakers 
of a new 
life.”  
Congratulations to the 
proud parents, Heidi and 
Steve, and also to Susie and her family.

A NEW GRANDMOTHER IN OUR MIDST

With much excitement Susie Potts, PA to Pr Hankinson, 
made a dash to the airport straight from the Conference 
Office, on the evening of June 23: her first grandchild 
was on its way!  Isaac Nathaniel Fedorow arrived about 
9:30 pm while Susie was still in the air and it was with 
great joy she received the message on landing, that it 

Auntiy Jen - PA to Steve Whitson

CHOSEN FOR A PURPOSE
Bonney Hills near Port Macquarie, NSW was the CHOSEN location for the first ever Australia-wide Teen Leadership 
Conference held from July 7-11, 2008 and fourteen teens from across Victoria were CHOSEN FOR A PURPOSE to 
attend this inaugural conference.
Each young person came away from the conference having been challenged to a higher purpose in their personal 
lives: they took with them an eager determination to make a difference in their local church, community and their 
world, because they were CHOSEN FOR A PURPOSE.
There is more about this conference on <http://vic.adventist.org.au.



Don’t be afraid.  Don’t be discouraged or fed up, because you dont have to do this all alone...
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ADVENTCARE: A Great Place to Live, 
a Great Place to Retire and a Great 
Place to Work. 
1st June 2008 passed in all our villages 
and homes just like any other day, with 
staff and management doing what they 
do best: providing excellent quality 
care and services in accordance with 
individual needs and preferences.  This 

included maintaining and monitoring 
residents’ health and welfare to the 
optimum level, providing catering 
services to meet their nutritional needs 
and creating a happy and balanced 
social and spiritual atmosphere. This is 
based on our founder’s ethics of making 
our homes and villages ‘a great place to 
live, retire and work.’ 

Effective from 1st June 2008, the Department of Health and Ageing gave approval for the transfer of all aged care 
businesses in Victoria from Australasian Conference Association Ltd to the new approved provider, Seventh-day 
Adventist Aged Care (Victoria) Ltd. 
A new legal name was given to our aged care business, which is, Seventh-day Adventist Aged Care (Victoria) Ltd.   
The registered office of the new company is situated in the Victorian Conference Office.   

At incorporation, the Board of Directors of Seventh-day 
Adventist Aged Care (Victoria) Ltd took two actions: 
the first being to change the name from Adventist 
Retirement Villages Victoria to a shorter name and a 
name that is more reflective of what we do. (The word 
‘retirement village’ does not reflect other aspects of 
our business, such as caring for the high and low care 
residents, dementia and palliative care residents); the 
second action was to more closely align our homes 
and villages to the municipality or shire in which they 
are located.

With these principles in mind, the name ADVENTCARE 
was adopted.  This means our villages will become 
known as

AdventCare Whitehorse replacing Coronella 
Retirement Village.

AdventCare Yarra Ranges replacing Yarra View 
Retirement Village.

AdventCare Bendigo replacing Alawara Retirement 
Village. 

The Board of Directors of Seventh-day Adventist 
Aged Care (Victoria) Ltd are, Denis Hankinson (Chair), 
Wayne Stanley, Steve Whitson, Ruth Welling, Arthur 
Johnson, Eric Choo, Maxine Davey and David Phillips. 

AdventCare looks forward to welcoming you to our 
facilities.

Ruth Welling
Executive Director

ADVENTCARE

“COMING ALIVE WITH THE SOUND OF MUSIC”...
...was how the Ballarat Courier headlined its report on 
the 13th annual Choral Festival and St. Andrew’s Kirk 
(Uniting Church) on Sturt Street was alive with the 
sound of music: the Festival boasted 12 choirs from 
the Ballarat district performing hymns and classical 
music and the church was nearly filled to capacity with 
eager listeners.
“It was a great success,” enthused the event organiser, 
Mrs Whittle, who also directs The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints Choir.  “Each choir arranged 
its own songs and there was a wide variety of music.” 
Local schools attended, with some contributing 
to the program.  The Ballarat Adventist Church’s 
augmented Choir also featured and witnessed in the 

afternoon’s program, 
by presenting a 
message of hope 
in song.  Directed 
and accompanied 
on the piano by 
local member Fran 
Thomas, they sang 
“Somebody Bigger 
than You and I” and 
“Sing O Lord”, and 
were well received 
by an appreciative 
audience.

INTRODUCING GATEWAY ADVENTIST     
CENTRE – HAWTHORN
Over two years, Gateway Swinburne grew to four cell 
groups, meeting in different locations.  May 24 was an 
exciting morning as they worshipped together for the 

first time in their new premises.  In keeping with the 
new location, the church plant is now formally known 
as Gateway Adventist Centre – Hawthorn, and their 
worship address is Swinburne TAFE, TD Building.  Lec-
ture theatre TD121, Park Street, Hawthorn.  Melways 
Ref 45 D10.  
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...The Lord your God will be with you every step of the way.   Joshua 1:9
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ADVENTCARE WHITEHORSE
Adventcare Whitehorse is holding its own Olympic 
Games on the 27th August. An all day event is planned, 
with both residents and staff involved. Everyone has 
been busy preparing for this event, with plans for an 
Egg and Spoon Race, Javelin Throw, Volleyball and an 
Equestrian Event  - and yes there will be horses, well 
artificial ones, for staff to ride. 
A photo is shown of some of our residents practicing 
the javelin. 

Even though undergoing vigorous training for the 
Olympics, residents have still had time to relax and 
enjoy local attractions.  Jean Jones, Activities 
Co-ordinator tells us more. 
“With Eastlink newly opened we have been taking 
our residents out to have a look at this remarkable 
freeway. There have been a number of day trips and 
also a night trip to see how the bridges are lit up. The 
bus is heated so is a great way of getting our residents 
out but keeping them warm at the same time.”

NEW BUS FOR ADVENTCARE YARRA RANGES
ADVENTCARE Yarra Ranges  has received delivery of a 
Toyota Coaster Bus, fully air-conditioned and modified 
for disability access, registered to carry 17 passengers 
and places for 3 wheel chairs.
“This is very exciting for us,” says the manager, Mr. 
Alexander Bolek. “until now many of our residents had 
been unable to participate on our excursions and trips 
because there was not enough room in the existing 
van.”
Most residents walked through the bus and tested the 
seats with very favorable and positive comments.  Mr 
Karl Bernard – who uses a wheelchair to move about 
was especially impressed with the windows.
“I can finally see everything outside without needing 
to lean over,” he said.

“This is certainly a great investment for the lifestyle 
of our residents, for whom this is the only way to 
experience life outside of our facility,” said Mr. Bolek.

ADVENTCARE BENDIGO
On May 23 Alawara Retirement Village, now known 
as Adventcare Bendigo, again hosted the Biggest 
Morning Tea. The main lounge was buzzing with 
activity as invitations had been extended to hostel 
and unit residents, their families, staff and volunteers. 
To add some excitement to the morning, we ran 
several competitions.  There was a lucky dip where 
everyone was a winner, thanks to the generosity of 

all those who donated over 60 small gifts. 
“Guess the Tea” competition was a big 

success with many people testing their 
knowledge of different tea flavours.  

The winner of the “Name the Teddy” 
competition received a cute little 

bear. 

Alawara’s catering department excelled with a huge 
selection of different savoury and sweet goodies for 
all to enjoy. Juana (a previous volunteer) spoke of her 
sister’s battle with both breast cancer and leukaemia: 
a touching story with a happy ending as Juana’s 
donation of blood ensured a full remission from the 
leukaemia.  It was inspiring to hear such a story and 
to learn of the importance of research, emphasizing 
the need for donations to ensure continued positive 
outcomes in the early detection and successful 
treatment of all forms of cancer.  
Everyone was thrilled when the donations were tallied 
and it was found they had exceeded the previous 
year, raising over $300 towards cancer research and 
treatment.

Janette Carter (Administrative Assistant)  

Alex Bolek and the new bus



...the Lord look joyfully and lovingly on you and give you peace.  Numbers 6:24-26

ANNOUNCING THE ENGAGEMENT OF...

Joyce Salmingo of Fairview Church, to 
Warren Lister of Warburton Church.

Also that of Juanita Siemienawicz and 
Craig Beams of Wantirna Church.

Warrnambool and Wantirna  can also 
celebrate with Bram Morton and       

Janine Houston at announcement of   
their engagement.

Congratulations and may the Lord bless 
you all in your upcoming marriages.
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ANONYMOUS TITHE - THANK YOU
The Treasury Department of the Victorian Conference Office would like to acknowledge receipt of the follow-

ing anonymous tithe amounts:  Thank you for  your faithfulness in returning your tithes.

26/10/07 $340 17/01/08 $632 23/05/08 $496

01/11/07 $1000 21/01/08 $210 23/06/08 $500

13/11/07 $800 01/04/08 $2395 02/07/08 $2319.50

17/12/07 $2365 11/04/08 $760

ADS AND NOTICES
ACCOMODATION NEEDED
Overseas male student
 seeking reasonably priced 
accommodation in 
Melbourne.  Studying at
 Prahran campus of 
Swinburne University, but 
happy to live within Zone 1.  Pastor’s 
Reference is obtainable from Vic Conf 
Office.  Please email Januarius Augustine 
on <joseph_jana@yahoo.co.in >
ACCOMODATION AVAILABLE IN 
NUNAWADING 
Close to public transport, and freeway. 
Contact 03 9878 0027 for further 
information.

GIANT BOOK SALE@NUNAWADING 
CHURCH HALL
Did you miss the last sale?  Don’t despair, it 
is on again SUNDAY NOV 9 between11am 
and 3pm.  Religion, E G White, Bibles, 
Christian novels for all ages, music, 
biographies.
Funds raised for the Nunawading Church 
Building Fund.

WANTED – A CONTACT in AFRICA
Has your church been involved in sending 
knitted garments to babies in Africa?  Or 
are you involved in any other project 
where knitted items are needed?
Lynette Tung of Hamilton Church would 
love to hear from you, as a new church 
attendee in Hamilton is a keen knitter and 
wants to do something to help.  
Please call Lynette on 03 5571 9650 or 
email her at < ptung@ansonic.com.au>

SDA  HOME SCHOOL NETWORK
Are you interested in becoming part of 
an SDA Home School Network that is 
Australian? A  yahoo group has been set 
up to give support and encouragement 
to Adventist homeschooling families in 
Australia. We are looking at expanding 
and making this a great network. With 
possibilities such as Meetups and Family 
Camps.
The yahoo group address
    <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
SDAaussiehomeschool/> or  you can 
contact Caroline at ksiazko2@aapt.net.au 
or by phone on 03  5267 2277.

VBS ITEMS WANTED
Does your church have any Lava Lava 
Island or Avalanche Ranch VBS resourses 
or supplies?  Helen would love to hear 
from you on 03 6445 4429.

HAVE YOU RESERVED YOUR EDITION 
OF LONGBURN’S CENTENARY BOOK 
YET?
Hurry.  Numbers are limited.  Order 
through Pr D Hills, 31 Aloha Close, 
Bonnells Bay NSW.  2264
or email <alisonw@lac.school.nz>

FOOTAGE WANTED...RTB & RTC
Footage of Road To Bethleham and Road 
to Calvary is wanted for the production 
of a souvenir DVD pack together with 
“The Desire of Ages”, renamed “The Road 
Between”.   If you have any footage from 
any location, please contact Carissa on 
0423 680 982 or email
 <rissahoney@hotmail.com>  

THE MARRIAGE CHECK-UP – A SEMINAR 
AND WORKSHOP ON MARRIAGE 

ENRICHMENT
October 18  - General session on 
relationships 11am – 12:30 pm.

     -  The  Marriage check-up 
seminar   2:30pm – 5:30 pm
Held at the Redwood Centre – ADRA 
Warburton (formerly Warburton Christian 
School)  
This seminar aims to motivate and help 
couples keep their marriages strong.  Most 
people have no trouble remembering to 
schedule an annual physical exam, most 
manage to visit the dentist regularly.  Why 
should relationship health be any different?  
At this seminar you will learn to evaluate all 
aspects of your marriage and discover the 
signs of an unhealthy relationship, before it 
is irreparable.
Presented by Pr Richard Araya-Bishop and 
Keith Wray (Psychologist) 
Bookings are essential.  For more 
information contact Kerryn or Julie on 03 
5966 5392 or to make a booking  email 
<contact@adcareplus.com.au>

INAUGURAL CHIP SUMMIT 
November 28 - December 1, 2008.  For 
further information contact Vic Gidley:
07 5478 6640, <vng5@bigpond.com.au>

Announcing the
10th Anniversary

of the
WEET-BIX BILLY CART GRAND PRIX

at
Lilydale Adventist Academy

on
Sunday 31st August 2008

With special guests
Australian Olympic Athlete 

Tamsyn Lewis
and

Hawthorn Football Club Captain 
Sam Mitchell.

We invite you to come along and 
enjoy the day

UPDATING SUNNYSIDE
<egwrc@avondale.edu.au> is the address 
you need if you believe you may have arti-
facts of interest to the SDA Research Centre 
at Avondale: household items, furniture, 
documents, photographs or original family 
stories associated with the life and ministry 
of Ellen White during her years in Australia.

SPECIAL OFFERINGS
Aug  30      Camp Howqua Development
Sept 13      Global Mission
Oct   11       Appeal Expense
Nov    8       World Mission Budget
Dec    13     Conference New Church     
Buildings

TRUST SERVICES  

To have a 
 * * WILL * * 
prepared for you

Book through Reception
at the Conference Office 

on (03) 9264 7777

Pr Ian Royce can assist you 
in the preparation of a Will

however

APPOINTMENTS ARE ESSENTIAL

If you would like an 
appointment on a Sunday,  
the next opportunities are: 

Sunday AuguSt 31, 2008
at greensborough Church

185 St Helena Rd greensborough
or 

Sunday OCtOBER 12, 2008
at the Victorian Conference Office

This is a free and confidential 
service available to church members

Thanks for  your faithfulness in returning your tithes.

The Lord Bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you...

Melbourne Sunset Times 

AUGUST Friday Saturday

           15 & 16 5.44 5.45

           22 & 23 5.50 5.51

           29 & 30 5.56 5.57

SEPTEMBER

         5 & 6 6.02 6.03

         12 & 13 6.08 6.08

         19 & 20 6.14 6.14

         26 & 27 6.20 6.20

OCTOBER

            3 & 4 6.26 6.27
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REACHING OUT TO A SISTER CHURCH IN AFRICA
Members of Auburn Church were recently made more aware 
of the difficult situation their brothers and sisters in Christ 
face in Zimbabwe, through Vicki, whose mother lives there 
and is part of a group called the Shepherdesses who recently 
led  21 people into baptism .
 “Mum came to Melbourne on a holiday and while she was 
staying with me she got to know the people at my church,” says Vicki.  “They would come up to her and start 
asking about the situation in Zimbabwe: after all it has been in the news.  So she would tell them a little of what 
has been happening.”  As a result the church members have been moved to try and do something to help.  Two 
cartons of Christian publications were sent to the Shepherdesses to assist in their work for the Lord and the church 
is looking at the possibility of helping a congregation build their own church. 
 Another church member, Pamela, is keen to start up some form of regular fundraising, possibly an op shop.  She 
asks that if anyone is interested in helping, knows of a suitable venue for a shop, or would just like to send some 
immediate assistance, they contact her on 03 9873 8037.  “I feel impelled to increase others’ awareness of the 
situation and would really like to do something to help our people who are suffering,” she says. “The food situation 
is so desperate and who knows when it will improve?”
Yet the spirit of our people in Zimbabwe is indomitable.  “God is in control of our lives,” writes the wife of one of 
our church workers over there.  “The experiences we are facing are economic problems.  When it comes to religion, 
we have freedom of worship and we thank God for that.  A church is a hospital for us now, where we go and get 
healed…I hope and pray you will be able to get help for us; whatever form it takes we will appreciate it.  The work 
of God has to move forward no matter what.  Will you pray, as we do, that we will hold on until Christ comes back?”
Visit <http://vicadventist.org.au> to read more on this story.

141 CENTRAL RD NUNAWADING 03 9264 7766
Mon - Thurs 9-5, Fri 9-12.30, 1st Sun/month 1-4pm

ABC stocks a range of new 
publications on REVELATION

Editor Lori Peckham has put 
together the best of the stories 
that have appeared in the 
Review and Herald’s Guide 
magazines, in this great series 
of books.

http://vic.adventist.org.au
 The Victorian Conference

web site.
Visit it today.

e-Giving: the convenient way to 
give offerings and tithe.

www.adventist.org/egiving

Sunset at Bairnsdale is 
10 minutes earlier

 and at Hamilton, 12 minutes later. 

INTRAVIC DATES FOR 2008

COPY DEADLINE IN CHURCHES BY...

September 10 October 11

November 10 December 6

IntraVic is published bi-monthly and all submissions are due by the 10th of the Month.
If deadlines fall on a weekend or Public Holiday, submissions are due the next business day.

Submissions to:
Sherrie Courtney - PO Box 215, Nunawading, 3131

<scourtney@adventist.org.au>
03 9264 7777
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Bible verses are from various versions which may include NIV, JJV, NJJV & Clear Word.

Cover: Jason Bradshaw & Yoke Design (adapted)



The Women’s Spiritual Retreat was 
held at Adanac Christian Youth 
Camp, set on thirteen acres of 
undulating parkland and natural 
bush amid the fantastic surrounds of 
the Yarra Valley.

This year’s attendance was like never 
before, with women from all over 
Victoria coming together to worship 
our Lord.  Over two hundred ladies 

attended, with nearly one hundred staying on site.  It was a wonderful spiritually uplifting weekend where women of 
different generations and nationalities came together to socialise and worship the King of Kings as daughters of the King.

Initially from South Africa where she was born 
on a Mission Station in the Transkei, the main 
guest speaker, Aleta Bainbridge, came from 
Sydney with her husband, Pr Garth Bainbridge of 
the Greater Sydney Conference.

Aleta presented a gripping series on life with The King and over the weekend introduced Him as a loving Parent,  a 
gentle and patient Lover, a faithful Husband and a Lover of Beauty.  
Pr Richard Araya-Bishop spoke several times, discussing relationships.  Sibilla Johnson presented a workshop on  
woman’s health titled “The Pathway to Health and Happiness”;  and Moe Ioane (Youth Director) and Pr Des Potts 
convened a teen workshop on Christian Dating. 

It was a ‘full on’ weekend, but there was also time to relax and enjoy the environment, time for walks and fellowship.  
Saturday night the programs scheduled were light-hearted fun with a fashion presentation on how to bring out ones 
natural beauty and look ones best, followed by a choice of activities: a Janette Oke movie – Love Comes Softly; a 
Shoulders Hands and Feet massage, treating each other under the instruction of a coach; or a Scrapbooking session.
Those present made new friends, and motivated and strengthened each other as they shared their own stories and 
experiences, whether these be the difficulties faced caring for orphans in Africa,  or the triumphs and struggles of single 
mums here in Melbourne.  One woman told the story of a young lady in need of financial assistance with her medical 
expenses as she battles a brain tumour, the other women generously responded, donating $3600.

“It was an emotional time, with mothers and daughters reconciling, and many women being deeply touched by the 
spiritual messages,” said Danijela Trajkov, Woman’s Ministries Director.  “We had more than thirty non-Adventist ladies 
there and it was lovely to be able to form friendships and share Christ with them. “

The natural surrounds, the decorations, the atmosphere -  all combined to make the retreat a very special event.

My King and I    - how to accept the offer to be part 
of the Royal Family - Daughters of theKing


