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     I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full. John 10:10 NIV
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     I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full. John 10:10 NIV



“Listen!  This is what the Lord says - the One who created you, the One who made you a people...

one sunday night a few 
weeks ago, i watched 
Mark Webber win his first 
formula 1 Grand prix.  
As an outsider, without 
‘big money’ backing him, 
Mark has proved himself a 
real battler, achieving this 
goal against apparently 
insuperable odds.
Many people around the 
world applaud his efforts; 
his photo has been splashed 
across sports pages and his 
achievement headlined by 
media Australia-wide.
yet on that same weekend 
i observed braver, bigger 
heroes than Mark Webber.  
I looked in on Ararat Sabbath 
afternoon Kidz Club, where a 

young mother, struggling with a pregnancy complicated by 
diabetes and obviously needing to be at home resting, was 
helping out with her husband.  There were fewer than 10 
kids - mostly under control - singing, laughing at the clown 
and watching in awe as the business man was robbed and 
then saved by the Good Samaritan. 
You might comment with some justification that these few 
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        tHE Editor

Pr Denis Hankinson
PRESIDENT

A note 
from

kids hardly comprise an earth-shattering number – they 
wouldn’t even qualify for a RECORD article, although they 
might manage a small mention in IntraVic.
Surely there is no comparison between Mark Webber’s F1 
win and these few children.  Which one, do you think, will 
the angels, gathering about the King of the universe, cheer 
about most – a group of faithful Christians working together 
to share Jesus with some kids in their community, or Mark 
Webber winning the Formula 1?
I firmly believe that the basis for the success of our Victorian 
Conference is the Holy Spirit working in the lives of our 
faithful followers of Jesus – the retired pastor with cancer 
who still visits the elderly in the dementia ward; the single 
mum with her own handicapped son, who takes Sabbath 
School for the kids in her little church; the business man 
taking holidays to go and support the Youth Department’s 
Teen Leadership training - and so I could go on.
On the wall of my office hang two plaques my daughter 
made for me, with some of my favourite quotes on them.  
One, “there’s no limit to the good people can do if they 
don’t care who gets the credit.”  Two, “the soul that lives 
for God, unmoved by censure, unperverted by applause, 
shall abide with him forever.”  4T 328.
Always keep in mind the fact that you can do things for God 
in your everyday life that get more praise in Heaven than 
Mark Webber’s F1 victory gets here on earth.  The long term 
reward is infinitely more satisfying.

In preparation for the Constituency Meeting of the Victorian Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, formerly known as the Session, the appointed Selection Committee met on 
June 21.  As per the new Constitution, it selected a Nominating committee which is scheduled 
to meet august 9, 2009.
The responsibility of this Committee will be to prepare nominations for the offices of President; 
General Secretary;  Chief Financial Officer; the Executive Committee and the new Appointments  
Committee of the Victorian Conference.  a letter has been distributed to church leaders, 
clerks and Bulletin secretaries and to all constituency Delegates, inviting written 
submissions to the committee should they have any serious concerns with an incumbent 
officer; the deadline is august 9 when the committee meets.
The Constituency (Session) Booklets are currently being prepared and will be ready for distribution 
to Delegates during September. 

At the Constituency Meeting decisions will be made regarding the Campground Estate in Central Road.  In preparation, the 
Nunawading Estate Business Development Committee has been hard at work and Conference Administration has been advised 
that the NEBDC is developing very positive proposals to present to the Delegates.
Important issues are being decided on November 8, 2009, and it is our wish, here in Administration, that you, as Church members, 
remember those who are planning for this day and those who will be attending, in your prayers.
the executive committee is very intent on holding a convention in 2010, re-establishing this as a regular occurrence.   
With the Lord’s blessing, this last Financial Year has been such that this is again a possibility.  
The concept of community is the very essence of our Triune 
God.  Camp Meetings are a beautiful and important way for us to 
experience this, and are a part of our Adventist heritage.  There 
is so much value in the gathering of our people together for this 
important time of spiritual fellowship, that we are committed to 
holding a camp Meeting over the easter weekend in 2010.  
Locations are being considered, and a site at Elmore is showing 
potential.  More information will become available as plans are 
confirmed.
In the absence of a Convention this year, Regional meetings have 
been taking place throughout Victoria.  Yet to come are meetings 
at Halls Gap (Sept 25-27), Gippsland (Oct 2-4) and Mildura (Oct 30-
Nov 3), with two more single day events planned for metropolitan 
Melbourne in November.  All are welcome, so if you would like 
further information, contact the Victorian Conference Office on  
03 9264 7777.

Pr Wayne Stanley
GENERAL SECRETARY

gEnEral sEcrEtary’s rEPort

E
lm

o
rE F

iEld
s sH

o
w

s Po
tEn

tial as a sitE Fo
r c

am
P 2010

IntraVic/Victorian Conference News/August 2009

...Don’t be afraid.  I have redeemed you.  I have named you.  You are mine!
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NORTHPOINT’S NeW preMises - a DoNe Deal!
Finally, after countless hours of prayer, research and 
meetings, Northpoint Church, with help from the South 
Pacific Division ($830,000) and the Victorian Conference 
($100,000), has purchased a new church facility, situated in 
the heart of Tullamarine, just minutes from the International 
Airport and with easy access to the Western Ring Road and 
the Tullamarine and Calder Freeways.
The Church Plant began meeting together in 2003 and 
membership has steadily grown.  At the beginning of 2007 
there was an average of 40 people in attendance.  Earlier 
this year, this had risen to 75, however the average is now 

up to 95 attending regularly and 
with the successful completion 
of a recent evangelistic program, 
it is possible their numbers may 
swell by as many as 30 more 
people meeting together each 
Sabbath to worship the Lord.  
While, if you include people who 
only attend small groups, or are in 
some other way in touch relatively 
regularly, Northpoint is a Church 

community of 200 or more.  
In 2008, a submission for a grant 
from the South Pacific Division, 
administered by the Funding 
Urban Churches Committee, was 
successful, making their dream 
more of a reality.  Initially the sum 
was $600,000, however this was 
subsequently revised to $830,000 
and was a tremendous blessing, but a suitable site still 
needed to be found and the search intensified.
This year, as attendance has approached maximum capacity, 

the urgency to settle on a new site rapidly increased, yet the 
purchase of this particular property is still an unanticipated 
miracle. “Although the site had everything we needed, 
we had dismissed it as unsuitable,” explains Greg Pratt, 
Associate Pastor at Northpoint Church, “because the asking 
price exceeded what we could afford.” 
Eventually they found themselves with nowhere else to 
turn.  “We were 
at a dead end.  
Properties we 
were interested 
in were bought 
by others, or 
we were unable 
to get council 
approval for our 
plans.  It seemed God was leading us back to this one that 
was way out of our league.”
Led forward by their team leader Morrie, seeking the 
Lord’s guidance as they went, inspections were made and 
negotiations commenced, however they still did not have a 
definitive answer regarding what God wanted them to do.
All-night prayer vigils were held, asking that, if this were 
the right building, the Lord would lead - and He did.  Not 
with suddenly clear cut answers; but prices began dropping, 
doors opening and the impression strengthened in many 
hearts, that this was where they were meant to be.
the lord has truly opened up the way for this growing 
community to purchase a facility with more than enough 
car parking, office and warehouse space to launch new 
and exciting 
ministries and 
to assist their 
endeavours as 
they fulfil their  
vision of God’s 
plan for them.

What I find 
particularly 

exciting is that, of 
those attending 

Northpoint on any 
given Sabbath, over 

50% are Seekers 
(non-SDA).      

              Pr  Hankinson

As their numbers 
swelled, the 

urgency to find 
a suitable site 

increased and the 
search intensified.

This dream from 2001, of planting 
a vibrant Adventist Church in 
a tough, predominantly non-

Christian part of the city, is coming 
true and we are ecstatic.

Loren Pratt - Church Planter

Praise God for the wonderful way 
He has worked through Loren 
and his team, in growing this 

successful Church Plant.
Pr Hankinson

siBilla visits MaMarapha colleGe
Sibilla Johnson, Health Director for the Victorian Conference, 
recently returned from a visit to Mamarapha College, located near 
Perth, Western Australia.
The College helps Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and 
women grow and develop in all dimensions of their life.  There are 
approximately 50 students, predominantly mature age, undertaking 
various study blocks throughout the year.  A Health block is now 
on offer, which is an adaptation of the Victorian Conference’s 
‘Community Health Education Presenters’ Training Course’.
“I have had the privilege of teaching the Health students on two 
different visits this year,” Sibilla says.  “Getting to know them has 
been a positive experience for me.  These people come from a 
variety of backgrounds.  They are so in love with Jesus and want to 
share this message of love and hope with their communities.



...When you walk through deep waters, I will be with you...
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victoriaN schools are oN the 
Move  - thaNks to Ber
Building the Education Revolution (BER) is a $14.7 billion 
nation-wide investment from the Commonwealth 
Government.  Through BER grants, the Government will 
help fund improvements to school facilities.  The purpose of 
such improvements is to specifically help children, families 
and communities participate in activities that will support 
achievement, develop learning potential and bring local 
communities together.
The Commonwealth Government believes these programs 
will also help create jobs right across Australia, while 
providing a great opportunity to improve the quality of 
school facilities.
Schools are entitled to apply for funding through three 
separate programs within BER: Primary Schools for the 21st 
Century – to build new facilities or upgrade existing ones; 
National School Pride – funding minor capital works and 
maintenance projects; and Science and Language Centres 
for the 21st Century Secondary Schools.

imPlications For tHE cHurcH

along with improving the standard of facilities at our schools, receiving these grants has further opened the way 
for our schools and churches to work together to expand the church’s ministry 
potential.  
As we enter the age of post modernism and witness the shift in attitude away from 
Christian traditions such as church attendance and commitment to organised religion, 
our schools are becoming the ‘new church’ for many families.  Faculty and staff are 
endeavouring to create a sense of belonging within their communities by providing 
relevant programs to assist students and their families in their everyday lives, while 
at the same time providing a familiar environment so that eventually, they may feel 
comfortable enough to attend worship programs. 
In designing these facilities, school councils and administrators have been mindful 
of the ways our gymnasiums and 

multipurpose halls can be utilised for both community and worship style 
programs.  Already we have churches on three of our campuses – Gilson College, 

Nunawading Christian College and Heritage 
College.  
Brian Mercer, Director of Education for 
Victoria says, “our schools are - and 
will continue to be - at the forefront of 
evangelism in victoria.  these facilities 
will further enhance our opportunity to 
meet the spiritual needs of our school 
communities.
“it is our desire to see our schools and churches work closely to provide more 
opportunities for ministry and we invite you to pray for and work with us to realise 
this vision.”

Edinburgh AdvEntist PrimAry  $125,000 - in the School Pride category.  $2 ,000,000 - for major building works.

A new Library, Multipurpose Hall and Administrative Block will have a huge impact on staff and students at the school.

gilson CollEgE    $200,000 - for School Pride.   $2,500,000 - school building component.

 The funds will be used for a carpark, pathways and a three court gymnasium.

    $1,970,000 - through the Science and Language component will be used to build an Eco-
Science Centre providing a state-of-the-art facility for the College’s extensive experiential education program.

hEndErson CollEgE   $75,000 - from School Pride.  $1,100,000 - for a Multipurpose Auditorium.

hEritAgE CollEgE  $150,000 - School Pride.   $2,000,000 - Library and Multipurpose Centre. 
These will be built on the Narre Warren campus.  The Officer campus will use School Pride funds to create a small Sport oval 
and a wetland area to retain the native bird life and allow for expansion of their Science program.  

ironbArk CollEgE  $75,000 - in the School Pride category.

lilydAlE AdvEntist ACAdEmy $125,000 - which will replace front fence. $1,328,000 - for a Language Centre.

nunAwAding ChristiAn CollEgE $250,000 - School Pride.   $2,000,000 - to go toward a Multipurpose Hall. 

Recognising that ‘every good and perfect gift is from 
above’ we are truly thankful for these blessings.

- Gilson College

At last we can celebrate 
our speech night events 
and other church 
community events right 
here on campus.  It has all 
happened so quickly, it is 
hard to believe.

 -  Lyndon Chapman NCC

The multipurpose building will be 
completed at the end of 2010 and will 
now include extra facilities and rooms 
to enhance the College’s educational 
and community programs.
This gift for our College community is 
one that we are very thankful for    

 - Heritage College

We thank our wonderful God for 
blessing us, our staff, and our 
School Council member for the 
hard work put into achieving 
a positive response from the 
Government. 

- Henderson College
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...When you pass through swollen rivers, they will not flow over you...
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aDveNtcare 
yarra valley
at adventcare yarra 
valley we commenced a 
new chapter in July this 
year, with our move into 
our new facility at yarra 
Junction. The first few days 
were hectic, as a phone call 

was received early on, indicating the Accreditation Agency 
would be visiting within a week, to conduct a full audit.
We were, however, fully prepared, and I am able to report the 
exciting news that adventcare yarra valley is compliant 
in all the required outcomes.

I would like to acknowledge our staff for their efforts in 
contributing to this result.  The past seven months have been 
challenging, and their continued support has contributed to 
the successful report from the Agency assessors.  Our focus 
now, is to achieve accreditation in October this year, and I 
am confident we can accomplish this while we continue 
to provide quality care for our residents, building on the 
reputation that AdventCare is known for within the Aged 
Care business.  
i ask that you keep adventcare yarra valley in your 
prayers and if you are visiting the yarra valley, why 
not call in and see our new facility at 21 Hoddle St, Yarra  
Junction.                                   - Calvin Drinkall Operations Manager

the latest NeWs froM aDveNtcare BeNDiGo
Management and staff at adventcare Bendigo consider 
it an honour caring for their residents during the most 
crucial time of their lives.  Part of that care involves 
recognising and commemorating community events and 
dates which are important to them.
Mothers’ Day is always special; this year it was celebrated 
with a ‘Wedding Ball’. Support for the event was awesome 
and Management would like to thank all who contributed.  
For the occasion, 55 stunning wedding gowns were made 
available. These were modelled by family members and 
friends, including several students from the local Secondary 
College, as amazing stories were told of the love these 
gowns symbolised.  The program also included pleasant 
music and a Reaffirming Ceremony, made complete with the 
exchanging of ceremonial Cheezel rings!
Once again, AdventCare Bendigo focused on fund raising 
for cancer, hosting the Biggest Morning Tea.  This year’s 
theme honoured their nurses and the wonderful work they 
do.  Cleverly made nurse’s hats were provided for everyone 

to wear amidst the fun and games and Nurse Bosca spoke 
about a nurse’s role, both in caring for cancer patients and 
in helping them and their families deal with the issues and 
problems they face each day.
earlier this year Management very gratefully accepted a 
donation of $500 from an anonymous church member, 
enabling them to purchase a much-needed princess 
chair, specifically designed for the special needs of palliative 
care residents, allowing them to get ‘out and about’.  The 
smile on the face of the resident whose life is currently 
brightened by the use of this chair is wonderful to see. 
Year 7 students at South East Bendigo College have joined 
forces with AdventCare Bendigo in a community project, 
raising funds to purchase another of these wonderful 
chairs.
adventcare Bendigo has recently begun a joint venture  
with the Bendigo adventist church, hosting a soup 
kitchen each Wednesday at lunchtime.  This is another 
step up the ladder towards the Church’s goal of providing 
a service to our elderly; of being open to the community for 
assistance and guidance and developing new friendships.

aDveNt care Whitehorse – the place to Be
In recent years, AdventCare Whitehorse has made many 
improvements and is planning even more, making it one of 
the best choices when considering Aged Care Living.  
Not only did adventcare Whitehorse receive the highest 
possible accreditation from the Department of health 
and ageing, it has been a finalist in the Whitehorse city 
council small Business awards for two years running.
The facility offers both high and low levels of care, with a 
standard of excellence maintained across all areas.  A wide 
range of activities and outings are on offer, keeping the 
residents active, entertained and engaged.  Most appreciated 
however, is the genuine personal care demonstrated by 
Management and Staff.
So why not call 1300 128 628 or 03 9259 2999 for an 

Information Pack or to make an appointment for a one-on-
one tour with Operations Manager, Donna Anderson.



...When you walk through fire, you will not be burned, neither will the flames harm you...
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optiMisM - it’s catchy

iNtroDuciNG Maruisz Wieczorek
My name is Mariusz Wieczorek and I was born in Lublin, 
Poland. I grew up amongst the many fruit trees of my father’s 
orchards. To this day, I still feel my spirits lift whenever I am 
experiencing God’s creation – I truly enjoy nature and look 
forward to discovering more of the spectacular scenery and 
creatures here in Australia.
As a teenager, I started questioning the Catholic faith with 
which I had grown up. I had an Adventist friend and we had 
many discussions about the Bible, making me want to read it 
for myself.  Archeology and history were the pathway along 
which I walked to find the truth of the Bible and a new way 
of life.
Through this first contact, I was baptised, along with my 
parents and three other family members, and it was not 
long before God called me to Ministry.  I studied at Podkowa 
Lesna, Poland, before moving to America for my internship, 
where I worked with several different churches.  While 
studying at the seminary at Andrews University, I met my 
wife, Karin, who comes from Sweden.
We moved to Sweden upon completing our studies, where 
we then lived for seven years.  It was a privilege to work as 
a church planter with two groups  in Stockholm, and later 
with an established church in Örebro.  Karin was employed 
as the Union Youth Director during our first years in Sweden 
and later as pastor of the Nyhyttan Church.  The best thing 
to happen to us during our time in the cold and dark north of  

Scandinavia, was the shining joy that came with the births of 
our two treasures, Sara and David.
Besides spending time with the family and in nature, I enjoy 
travel so, after spending time in prayer, it was with much 
excitement that we accepted the call to come to Melbourne. 
I have always been curious about how it was for Abraham to 
take the whole household and go where God calls - now I am 
finding out.   We are looking forward to getting to know this 
part of the world and the people here.

  Snapshots on

CHURCH

HOSPITALITY

Pastor Rob Steed,  
M i n i s t e r i a l 
Secretar y for 
the Vic torian 
C o n f e r e n c e , 
recently re-visited 
one of our country 
churches after 
thirteen years.  

Expecting to see just  a handful of people, stoically resisting 
the sad trend of a country church’s ‘inevitable demise’, he 
found a small but vibrant church community with around 
50 members.
Benalla Church members greeted him warmly as he entered 
the building.   Pleasant background music was playing and 
he sensed a high energy level among those present.  By the 
end of Sabbath School the church was rather full, with even 
more people arriving after the Service, joining those already 
there, to share a meal.
“an important message here,” pr steed said, “is that 

small declining 
churches can grow.  
What happened in 
the decade since 
I was last there?  
There may be many 
reasons for the 
growth of which I 
am unaware, but 
I am confident 
that a significant 
contributor was the 
pervading sense of 
optimism one feels 
when there.”
Optimism is an
i m p o r t a n t 
i n g r e d i e n t  i n 
c h u r c h  l i f e  a n d 
Benalla Church is dually blessed: it has a Bi-Vocational leader, 
Peter Hughes, who comes across as a very warm, affirming 
father figure; and a congregation ready and willing to follow 
his lead. 
“it doesn’t take much to bring about change” Peter 
commented.  “Just ‘little things’, like someone donating 
paint for a much needed face lift.  One thing led to another 
and now we have a building people feel comfortable inviting 
others to.  It is ‘little things’ like that, which can make a huge 
difference.”
Peter has an optimistic ‘can do’ attitude and it is contagious, 
however you don’t need to be a Leader to make a difference.  
Optimism, a gift from the Holy Spirit, is  catchy and anyone 
can generate it.  Once caught, it attracts people, as most of 
us prefer to be around others who are positive. 
 We would do well to be more optimistic.  optiMisM 
generates hope that things can change, hope generates 
actioN , ensuring they Do.

  creatiNG optiMisM:
Connect with God on a •	
regular basis
Have a bold, realistic •	
vision
Remind yourself of •	
heaven’s resources, 
through study and prayer
Connect with a support •	
person
Surround yourself with •	
optimistic people
Practice patience•	
Learn how to be a •	
creative problem solver
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...I am the Lord your God... your Saviour...
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church plaNts – Worth cultivatiNG?
Pastor Peter Roennfeldt, Victorian Conference Evangelism 
and Church Planting Coordinator, would answer this with 
a resounding ‘Yes’.  Since first planting a church in 1972, he 
has been involved with planting hundreds of new Adventist 
churches in many countries and cultures. He firmly believes 
it puts us in tune with God’s missionary heart and places 
us right where the holy spirit is working among new 
people – outside the church! 
“Church planting was the New Testament way for spreading 
the gospel,” says Pr Peter.  “In those 
days house churches multiplied in 
the same way families grow.”  What 
has been happening at Croydon is a 
good example of what can happen, 
when these principles are applied.
Unfortunately, changing demographics 
do affect our churches, and by 2006 
the Croydon Adventist Church, once a 
thriving Adventist community with an 
attached church school, had declined 
to an attendance of just a handful of 
members meeting each Sabbath to 
watch a DVD and each Thursday evening for a small discussion 
group.  Today, however, Croydon Church is a hive of activity, 
with a network of worshiping opportunities, services, ministries 
and small groups meeting in a number of communities.
Now known as Croydon New Life, the vision of those ‘old-
timers’ of 2006 is becoming a reality and members are 
committed to planting multiple churches and clusters.  Two of 
these original visionaries were Russ and Eleanor Pringle, who, 
sadly, did not live to see the seeds sown take root and grow.

So exactly how much growth has occurred?  “At this stage 
it really depends on how you define a worship service as to 
how many services we hold each week,” Peter Roennfeldt 
explains.  “We hold a service at 4pm each Sabbath at the 
Croydon facility and now attract 100 people most weeks. This 
is our Revive church plant.  We also have two house churches, 
meeting in Kalorama and Mornington.  Then there is our Vive 
Café - another form of worship service.”
Revive has hosted two ‘Planting Churches that Multiply’ 
weekends this year – equipping teams of church planters, both 

local and from interstate.
“With the interest being shown by 
pastors and leaders of other churches, 
this could become a regular feature of 
church life at Croydon,” he enthuses. 
“There is an increasing range of teaching 
which the local members can facilitate, 
as they gain experience themselves, 
in community services, disaster relief 
and short term mission trips to other 
countries, as well as worship leadership, 
Bible teaching, praying and listening to 
God and prayer journaling.”

Pastor Roennfeldt recently spent time with a friend who was 
returning to his home country in Asia, to take up a position 
at an evangelical seminary.  He carried with him a vision 
to equip his students to plant churches in every town and 
village in that country within the next ten years! 
“so what will you do today to cultivate a movement 
of church planting in your region or town?” peter 
challenges. “Be courageous and daring for God’s 
kingdom.”

those submissions, the building programs vary on a number 
of elements including their scale, purpose, extent of access 
and cost.
Clearly, the Committee will be unable to evaluate all the 
options included within the details of each submission; 
however, it takes seriously the responsibility to evaluate the 
overall suggestions with a view to maximising the Estate’s 
potential to benefit the Church’s mission, as it develops 
its presentation for the next Constituency Meeting in 
November. 
It is apparent to the Committee that the restrictions imposed 
by environmental aspects and Town Planning procedures 
will influence the consideration of options.  To better 
understand these issues and thus ensuring options put 
forward are realistic, the Committee has been in discussion 
with a number of external parties. As it is clear that Conference 
funding for an extensive capital-building program is not 
available, one of the challenges facing the Committee 
remains the development of options within the very real 
constraint of cost. Creative thought continues to be given to 
funding aspects as proposals 
are developed. 
The Committee also continues 
to liaise with other entities 
associated with the Estate, to 
understand their plans for the 
future. Nunawading Christian 
College, for example, has 
received government funding 
for a multi-purpose complex 
on their campus, which is 
likely to have an impact on 
considerations for the rest of 
the estate.

Thank you for your 
continued interest 
in the Nunawading 
Estate and also to you 
who gave time for 
the consideration of a 
submission, whether 
individually or through 
your churches. Look 
out for further updates 

in coming months.

The NEBDC is continuing 
its work of reviewing 
options for the use of the 
Nunawading Estate to 
best benefit the mission 
of the Adventist Church 

in Victoria. 

NuNaWaDiNG estate BusiNess DevelopMeNt 
coMMittee (NeBDc) – upDate
The Committee is encouraged by the breadth of ideas and 

positive spirit behind the 
submissions it has received.  
It would like to give thanks 
to the  individuals, Churches 
and stakeholders already 
associated with the Estate, 
who have put thought and 
time into these submissions. 
There is much diversity 
of thought regarding this 
issue.  Some submissions 

present a case for continuing with the full sale of the Estate 
(the Committee recognises this position was dismissed at 
the 2008 Special Session).  Others recommend retaining full 
ownership and implementing a building program.  Among 
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...Because you are precious in my sight and I love you, I will defeat entire armies to protect you...
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...So don’t be afraid.  I am with you... You are my servant, the one I have chosen.  I want you to believe in me and trust me...
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out of the ashes coMes reBirth

Gantcho Taskov, a member of the Macedonian SDA Church, 
has an interesting hobby which he recently put to use on 
behalf of Victoria’s  Bushfire Survivors.  Gantcho enjoys 
arranging displays and in April this year, he entered a display 
at the Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show 
held at the old Exhibition Buildings.
Based on the devastation caused by the bushfires, with a 
focus on regeneration, Gantcho used his theme to raise 
money for those who survived.  At the end of the five days, 
he had raised over $1000, thanks to the generosity of visitors 
to his display.

NeWlife 
aDveNtist 
church - 
GeeloNG Buys 3 
Buffalo
Church members 
at NewLife came 
up with a novel 
way of raising 
money.  Kim 

Jansen drew posters of three ‘water 
buffalo’, segmenting them into pieces 
the church members could purchase. 
Ranging from $20 for a leg or tail, to 
$50 for a larger piece such as the rump, 
neck or shoulder, this fun and creative 

idea successfully raised a total of $1,500 - 
enough for ADRA to be able to support 
people in Asia with three buffalo (or 
similar animal). For many countries 
in Asia, owning such an animal is like 
owning a tractor and is a valuable asset 
to have. They are used for farming, 

transport and breeding more livestock. 
So not only does owning such an animal 
help to secure year-round food supplies 
for a family, it can also help to increase 
their income.

reDWooD coMMuNity 
ceNtre – WarBurtoN
ADRA’s Redwood Community Centre is 
providing counselling for regular clients. 
The team of dedicated counsellors is 
being led by Pr Richard Araya– Bishop. 
Planning is also underway for 
counsellors to support the Bushfire 
Temporary Village being set up at 
Marysville.

ADRA at work in Victoria - 2009 - regional teams established for enhanced communication - at-risk youth adventure therapy projects 
- soup kitchens - community centres - girls’ refuge - RECON has moved into home visits - inner-city children’s choir - commission house 

lilyDale pathfiNDers uNite 
With aDra to cleaN up
ADRA’s RECON project has been 
working with a local welfare service to 
provide home visits and food hampers 
to support clients in the eastern region 
of Melbourne. On one of these home 

visits, Lilydale Pathfinder Club joined in, 
helping clean up the client’s lawns and 
gardens.”It was great to see all the kids 
helping a family on a Sunday morning 
and so rewarding that we could help 
while the parents minded their two 

autistic children,” says Rebecca Auriant 
(Director of ADRA Services).

aDra appeal octoBer 2009
The ADRA Appeal raises funds for 
those in poverty and crisis.  Across 
Australia, ADRA provides services 
such as counselling centres, at-
risk youth programs and women’s 
refuges. Overseas, ADRA works with 
communities to teach agricultural 
techniques, build clean water supplies, 
respond to HIV and AIDS and provide 
literacy and education opportunities.
For more information visit www.adra.
org.au

homework club  -  ADRA Fundraisers: oct 3‘Grant-a-wish’ Fundraiser; oct 10 & 17 Statewide intersection collection and door knock 
for ADRA Appeal; oct 17 & 24 Light FM Cruisers at intersections and Musical Challenge Fundraiser to support ADRA Appeal.

local church MeMBers ruN evaNGelistic 
proGraM iN the philippiNes
A small group of church members from Bairnsdale and 
Rowville-Lysterfield churches recently travelled to the 
Philippines, where they conducted an evangelistic campaign 
in a rural village on the island of Mindoro.  Held in a tent 
constructed of bamboo, on the grounds of the local school, 
the campaign ran from April 28 to May 9.
With help from local Filipinos, Diana Auld ran a Vacation 
Bible School program each morning and a Children’s 
Hour each evening prior to Rose Hamulczyk’s evening 
presentation, while  Leo Hamulczyk and Matthew Tiscia took 
care of technical details such as generators, sound and video 
projection.
Unfortunately things did not run entirely as planned.  The 
tent collapsed in heavy rainfall three days prior to the end 
of the series, but as there was no damage to the equipment, 

the meetings were continued in a classroom.  Resistance 
also came from other groups, who ran competing programs 
at the same time, or visited locals trying to talk them out of 
attending.  In spite of all of this, however, the Lord blessed 
the work being done.  Up to 120 children and a core group of 
30 adults continued to attend, and on the final Sabbath, 19 
people were baptised.
Rose, originally from Mindoro, and her husband Leo, have 
a burden for the community from which she came.  In 2008 
they ran a series in a village fifteen minutes walk from her 
family home, with 43 people joining the church.  Since then, 
generously assisted by family and church friends, they have 
been supporting missionaries who look after the newly 
baptised people, the church members already there and 
continue the work of spreading the gospel and helping the 
community of Mindoro.                                              Rose Hamulczyk

eNhaNciNG relatioNships – a success story
Church members, visitors from outside the area and several members of the local 
community enjoyed and benefited from the Relationships Seminar, presented by 
Pastor Araya-Bishop and convened at Bairnsdale Adventist Church.
Pr Araya-Bishop, who has counselled many individuals, couples and families over 
the years, shared various ways to enhance family relationships and warned of 
pitfalls to avoid, helping ensure love lasts.
After sharing lunch, workbooks were distributed and the seminar continued.  It 
was a long day but those who ‘stayed the course’ learned many things that will 
help their relationships endure.

                                         Joffre Gilchrist

Joy froM sorroW
Tragedy struck the Stevenson family a little over a year ago, 
when the motorbike Ian was riding collided with a kangaroo.  
His untimely death was devastating to his family and led to 
much soul searching and re-evaluation.  Within six months 
Ian’s sister, Judi Stevenson, decided to be baptised and was 
welcomed into Benalla Adventist Church, while more recently 
his two children, Alistair (18) and Catriona (13), were baptised.  
When informed of their decision, their grandmother Lexi 
Stevenson chose to join them, recommitting her life to God 
through rebaptism, and Jacqui, Ian’s wife, asked for her 
membership to be transferred.   And so it was that three 
generations of the Stevenson family joined Benalla Church, 
bringing joy out of heartache.

reportiNG iN...
... on the regions of Echuca, Swan Hill and Wangaratta, where 
things are happening...
On Wednesday nights, church members meet for prayer and 
then work through Mark Finley’s ‘Light Your World for God’, a 
dynamic soul-winning manual from which they are receiving 
many insights into witnessing.
A women’s prayer group meets every Tuesday morning and 
they are experiencing ‘What Happens When Women Pray’.  
“We have had family members open their previously closed 
homes for Bible study and a non-attending church member 
has joined our small group,” Rosie Ansell, group facilitator 
commented on some of their answers to prayer. “It is also 
exciting to see the women develop their own leadership 
skills as they learn to run the prayer group,” she added.
Local members have been ‘stepping up to the plate’ and 
are preaching during the main service, using the ‘New 
Beginnings’ DVD sermon outlines.  “This is giving them 

greater confidence in God’s call in their lives,” Pastor Peter 
Ansell said.” Also, after years of stagnant church growth, 
we have two new people attending fairly regularly - this is 
heartening to see.”  
Literature Evangelism is being carried out in Echuca by Rosie, 
a long-time LE.  She is experiencing great joy as two church 
members in Echuca and another in Wangaratta prepare for 
the LE work with ‘Like a Mighty Army’ workbooks (available 
from Signs Publishing Company, Warburton).
StormCo has targeted the region too.  Many Sudanese 
children attended the one held in Swan Hill.  Some of their 
parents have said they will come to church now.  “They 
are so open to the Gospel, there,” said Peter.  “Already I am 
conducting Bible studies with adults and young people as a 
result.  It would be great to have a mini-bus to transport these 
young people to youth groups and Sabbath School.  We have 
made this one of our prayer goals: praying and trusting God 
to provide transportation for this exciting ministry.”
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...Tell me, out of all the nations, which gods can predict the future?  Which of them can tell what will happen next?...
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During the midyear break, well over 100 of our young people have been engaged 
in some sort of organised project, making a difference and experiencing the joy of 
being a part of someone else’s life.  Isn’t that what Jesus was all about - connecting 
with others and speaking truth into their lives, not only through word, but through 
action too?  Sometimes I have to pinch myself to see if it is real – being part of 
such an amazing ministry.  It is truly a privilege to serve the Youth of Victoria.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                   Moe Ioane

As has been said before, our young 
people are the future of our church.  
But why wait for the future when we 
have within our reach a group of youth 
that are ready and willing to take up 
the challenge of being a leader for 
their community right now, if given 
the chance?  Our young people are the 
today of our church.  Yes, they may need 
some guidance – but don’t we all?
With this in mind, a revolution - an 
UPRISING - has been born.  Teen leaders: 
energetic, enthusiastic, inspiring...  Teen 
leaders: committed to stepping out of 
their comfort zone to be about their 
Father’s business...
Forty-five teen delegates, nominated 
and sponsored by churches and schools 
around Victoria, attended UPRISING 
2009, a joint venture between the 
Australian Union Conference Youth 
Department and VicYouth,  held during 
the midyear break at Camp Howqua.  
Inspired by the Union’s Australia-wide 
CHOSEN Teen Convention of 2008, 
an intentionally holistic approach 

StormCo has also been busy this midyear break.  The Lilydale team visited Swan 
Hill, Nunawading went to Camperdown and our new team from Casey Church 
helped at Wangaratta.  It is exciting to hear stories of young people’s lives being 
impacted because they have given up their holidays to go on StormCo to share 
God with others, then finding themselves blessed.   Stay tuned for the next 
Intravic where their stories will be told...

was used, incorporating worship, 
workshops, motivational speakers, 
spiritual solo time and fitness.
The guest speakers were: Dr Daryl 
Murdoch, associatE dirEctor oF Education 
oF advEntist scHools australia; Nathan 
Brown, Editor For signs PublisHing comPany; 
Glyndon Ringrose, Pro surFEr; Pr Tony 
Knight, auc youtH dirEctor; Graeme 
Frauenfelder, intErnational ExPErt in 
crEativE ministry; and Sharon Whitt, 
motivational sPEakEr and autHor oF tHE ‘tEEn 
talk’ sEriEs.  Together they inspired and 
challenged the teens (as well as their 
mentors and leaders) to take seriously 
their purpose in Christ - to commit to 
developing and using their God-given 
talents to bless others.  
The majority of the delegates expressed 
interest in formal training in Christian 

ministry through the Vetamorhpus 
program, either for personal growth, 
or for contribution toward their school 
marks as a VET subject.  The Delegates’ 
confidence in their capabilities 
increased, some commenting that 
before UPRISING they had not seen 
themselves as potential leaders but 
have become more confident to step 
out and be counted.
overwhelmingly, we were told 
a predominant highlight for our 
delegates was the hour of solo time 
- where they took time out just to be 
with God... and he met them there.
The commitment of the mentors and 
leaders, in spite of their busy work 
and university schedules, deserves 
special mention.  Praise God for their 
dedication and passion to see another 
generation of leaders rise up.
VicYouth plans to convene the 
UPRISING – Teen Leaders Convention 
every two years.  We look forward to 
the next group of leaders at UPRISING 
2011!  

teeN leaDership coNveNtioN 2009
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...I told you ahead of time what would happen.  When you needed me, I came to your rescue...
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coMiNG hoMe to Jesus
After Teressa’s son died in 2000, she felt empty and lonely.  
Sadly, it seemed the church she was attending did not help 
her nor meet her needs, so she turned away from it.
Awakening from a dream one morning, she was left with a 
lasting impression that something in her life must change.  
Teressa had a spiritual void which needed filling and 
questions which needed answering.   
Gail Davy, an Adventist acquaintance, introduced Teressa 
to Anne Barklay from Wangaratta Church.   Soon Anne was 
visiting weekly and she in turn, and introduced Teressa to 
Pastor Peter Ansell, who began studying the Bible with her.
Wanting to follow Jesus all the way, Teressa chose to be 
baptised.  “It was such a happy day; I could feel Jesus so 
close to me.  Now I look forward to every Sabbath – it is like 
‘coming home’.
“Knowing God’s Truth in the Bible has helped me so much”, 
Teressa continued.  “My life is working much better now and 
I praise God for His goodness to me.”
                                                                                  

“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the 
shadow of the Almighty.  I will say of the Lord, ‘He is my 
refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust’ ...”    Psalm 91
Promising God’s protection now and in the ‘last days’, this 
psalm contains some of Teressa’s favourite verses.

                  

Rosie Ansell

$$$$$ GraNteD to WaNtirNa church 
 At an official ceremony in the Knox City Council Chambers, 
Little Steps, the playgroup run by Wantirna Adventist Church, 
was recently awarded $5,000.  This generous contribution 
will help provide much needed storage cupboards.
Open to the community as well as church members, 
Little Steps is a new playgroup program which operates 
on Monday and Tuesday mornings each week, offering 
mums the opportunity to socialise while enjoying play and 
development time with their children.
Wantirna Church has also been successful with an application 

to the Federal Government 
for a grant of $2,000 to 
replace chairs needed 
for their Friendship Group.  
Operational for nearly 
30 years, this program 
provides a service to 
local senior citizens.  
Approximately 40 people 
gather together every 
Thursday where they 
can catch up in a relaxed 
environment, participate 
in a Bible study and enjoy 
a hearty lunch together. 
Over the years, the 
church has received 
various Community 
Development Funding 

Grants from the local Council and the Federal Government, 
who recognise the volunteer effort that goes into 
these community service programs.  Knox City Council 
encourages the church to apply for grants each year, and 
they are currently working on applications for the 2009/2010 
Community Service Grants.

“Little Steps and Friendship Group are both excellent programs 
for reaching out to our community,” said Lindsay Borgas, 
Wantirna’s Administration Leader.  “We have been blessed 
to receive such substantial grants which will allow us to 
continue these ministries effectively.”
 If you are interested in joining or participating in ‘Little Steps’ 
please call Kelly on 0439 330 104 or for more details about 
the ‘Friendship Group’, contact Marlene on  03 9877 1174.

Maleesa Pascoe

coNGratulatiNG Neil aND sara
Friday July 10 was a happy day at the Conference Office as word spread of the arrival 
of Joshua Redman. After a brief visit to Howqua at the beginning of the week for 
UPRISING, Neil Redman, the  
Youth Department’s Assistant 
Director, returned to Sara’s 
side in anticipation of this 
imminent event.  
Congratulations Neil, Sara and 
big brothers Lachlan, Cooper 
and Ethan.
Cooper is pictured here with 
Joshua, while Ethan just made 
it into the photo - but doesn’t 
his grin say it all?



...I have been God since the beginning.  No one can change what I have decided to do...
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heritaGe colleGe 
coNtiNues to GroW...
Celebrating its 10th year of providing 
quality Christian education, Heritage 
College, in Melbourne’s outer southeast 
is continuing to grow.
from an initial prep to yr 6 enrolment of 
48 students, the college now employs 
50 staff members and enrolments 
in prep to yr 12 have soared to 378 
students, with waiting lists for some 
classes in 2010, making Heritage 
College the second largest SDA School 
in Victoria.
“As Melbourne continues to expand, 
Heritage College will be an even more 
sought after school by communities 
in the outer south-east of Melbourne,” 
says Education Director, Brian Mercer.  
“This corridor of expansion places 
the college in a fantastic location for 
evangelistic possibilities.”
This year Staff and Years 10-12 Students 

at Heritage College celebrated the 
commencement of classes at the new 
Secondary campus, located 8 km from 
the Narre Warren campus, in Officer.  
Principal Colin Gallagher says “We are 
excited to have opened our Officer 
campus this year, making us the first 
Adventist school in Australia that is  
truly dual-campus.”
The first stage of this development 
on the attractive 20-acre rural site is a 
classroom block, library and science 
lab as well as the original house, 
which accommodates the Office and 
staff room. The students have access 
to a fully bevelled and drained oval 
and basketball court providing a 
selection of outdoor physical activities 
as well as under-cover seating and 
established garden beds.
For more news and information about 
HeritageCollege, log onto the recently 
updated College website at <www.
heritagecollege.com.au>

Past student of 
Henderson College 
reCeives sCHolarsHiP
Corey Badenoch, was one of 24 
indigenous students in Victoria to receive 
a $5,000 Wannik Education Scholarship 
from the Brumby Government, aimed at 
providing support during the students’ 

past stuDeNt of heNDersoN 
colleGe aWarDeD scholarship
Corey Badenoch was one of 24 indigenous students in 
Victoria to receive a $5,000 Wannik Education Scholarship 
from the Brumby Government.  These scholarships are 
aimed at providing support during the students’ final 
years of secondary schooling.  Henderson College is 
a Prep to Yr 10 facility and Corey now attends Mildura 
Senior College.  Congratulations  Corey.

Ncc “i’M a kiNG’s kiD” 
festival of faith
NCC primary students participated 
in their Festival of Faith with the 
theme for this year’s festival being 
“I’m a King’s Kid”. 
Students enjoyed watching Head 
of Primary, Peter Michalski, and 
their teachers dressing up as they 
presented thought provoking 
items. Victorian Conference Youth 
Director, Moe Ioane was the special 
guest speaker. 

vic . aDve Ntist.orG . au 
...for More stories froM our schools...

Jaime Jorge visits our schools

share & care With a JapaNese tWist
Year 5 and 6 classes at Edinburgh College 
recently held a morning tea with a 
difference.  
During Term 2, they had been learning 
about Japanese culture, the people and 
their country.  So they invited those they 
care about to share with them a morning 
tea with a Japanese twist.  Chopsticks 
replaced cutlery, while sushi, noodles 
and green tea replaced coffee and 
scones.  The Cafeteria was decorated 
with Japanese Carp kites and origami 
made by the students.
“We had the best time,” said Yr 5 student, Jordan Oemke.  “I had a lot of food and 
sushi!”  “I had a lot of green tea,” added Ben Thorneycroft, also in Yr 5.  “It was nice.  
So were the noodles.”

NCC service program
Taking fitness seriously at LAA
EPS visits the Gulf Station
               ... and more.  Log on today!

No more squash at NCC

Recycled Cars

The end of an era...

IntraVic/Victorian Conference News/August 2009

...Watch for the new thing I am going to do.  It’s already beginning to happen, can’t you see it?
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a faMily celeBratioN

In July, the Mildura Adventist Church family celebrated as 
siblings Jessica, Jeremiah and James Fruean dedicated their 
lives to the Lord through baptism.
Organised by the candidates’ father, Simi Fruean, the 
program involved many members of the Church’s Samoan 
community and was a musical feast of celebration and joy.
Blessings flowed as items encouraged each member of the 
congregation to recognize a simple truth; Jesus chose each 
one of us, to redeem and to love us with a love so great, His 
heart breaks when we cry.
The song ’I Believe in a Hill Called Mt Calvary’, was dedicated 
to the three candidates as they stood in the baptismal font.  
They then told of how Luis Bermudez, Mildura Church’s 
pastoral intern, studied the Bible with them and of how 
much they value their friendship with Jesus.  

Pr Darren Slade baptized them and the program was followed 
by a traditional Samoan banquet.  It was a wonderful day, 
surely a taste of what is yet to come, when we worship and 
feast together in Heaven.                                                      Di Obst

aND secoND place Goes to....
Two websites in the Victoria Conference have been awarded 
second place in the South Pacific Division (SPD) netAdventist 
Best Sites awards. 
Heritage College website www.heritagecollege.com.au 
for ‘Best Overall NetAdventist Site’ and Preston Church 
website, preston.adventist.org.au, for the ‘Best NetAdventist 
Homepage Using a Default Design Theme’ category.
George Wilson, Preston Church webmaster, considers their 
website another avenue of sharing the local church activities 
with a wider audience.  “Several visitors have found the 
location of the church by doing a web search.  We also have 
37 members who regularly use the site, four of whom live 
overseas plus several past members living elsewhere in 
Australia. It helps them keep in touch.”
Heritage College Marketing Director, Maleesa Pascoe, sees 
their website as an important communication tool to the 
local and wider community. “Some 28% of our enrolment 
enquiries report that they heard about Heritage College 
through searching the internet and viewing our website,” 

she says.   
All SPD websites 
using the General 
Conference - owned 
netAdventist software 
were eligible for 
nomination in three 
categories. 
Scott Wegener, Web 
Developer for the 
Adventist Media 
Network, says “It’s 

been good to showcase 
a glimpse of what can be achieved with netAdventist but, 
even more so, to acknowledge some of the hard work that has 
been put in by webmasters around the Division. It’s easy to 
spend hours on a website and gain only a handful of visitors to 
reward the effort. We hoped that this might help encourage 
our webmasters to keep at it. You never know who’s passing 
through your site 
or how someone’s 
spiritual walk may 
be influenced by 
their visit.”
Webmasters of the 
winning websites 
each receive a 
Logitech webcam 
and their home 
page published in 
the RECORD.
More information 
on netAdventist is available at web.adventistconnect.org
                                                                                                Scott Wegener

I believe in a hill called Mount Calvary:  I believe, what 
ever the cost.  And when time has surrendered and earth is no 
more, I’ ll still cling to the old rugged cross.

the MaceDoNiaN church at Work
Our small Macedonian Adventist Church here in Victoria is 
reaching out to its community through a variety of public 
programs, with encouraging results.
During a recent evangelistic program held at the Whittlesea 
Council Hall, where up to 25 of the 50 people attending 
were non-Adventist, a brief ceremony was conducted with  
the Coordinator for the Macedonian Bible Correspondence 
School, Anna Peic.  She introduced the school and 
congratulated one of its successful students, Ljupco 
Ivanovski, presenting him with a certificate of completion 
of the BCS course.                                                    Damir Posovac
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prepare to Be 
                 
                                   SHOCKED
  

prepare to Be 
                 
  

                              AmAzED

prepare to Be 
 

                       HUmBLED

Be a part of the 

Road to
 Bethlehem 

experience in 2009

enter these dates

 into your diary and share 

in the joy of the birth of Jesus

DeceMBer 14 - 17        

If you would like to  be involved in the 
     program contact Fiona Beams via email at beams4@tpg.com.au

...I will make a road through the wilderness and give you streams in the desert...

14

For church news, departmental news, interesting 
stories and events, visit

http://vic.adventist.org.au
Your Victorian Conference Website

Located at the Victorian Conference Office, the advEntist book cEntrE stocks a 
range of gifts, music and books, as well as a Sanitarium shop.

Open Monday-Thursday 9-5, Friday 9-12:30 and 
the first Sunday of 
each month from 
1-4pm.

HaS yOuR aPPeTITe fOR a deePeR 
uNdeRSTaNdINg Of daNIel aNd 
RevelaTION beeN wHeTTed by RaNkO 
STePHaNOvIc’S ReceNT PReSeNTaTIONS?
cOme aNd See OuR RaNge Of bOOkS ON 
THeSe TOPIcS aNd fINd ONe THaT SuITS 
yOu...

IntraVic/Victorian Conference News/August 2009

...I am willing to forgive you your sins because of who I am.  I will blot them out and remember them no more. “  Excerpts from Isaiah 43 (Clearword)
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Melbourne sunset times 

auGust friday saturday

8 17:39

14 & 15 17:44 17:44

22 & 23 17:50 17:51

28 & 29 17:55 17:56

septeMBer

4 & 5 18:01 18:02

11 & 12 18:07 18:08

18 & 19 18:13 18:14

28 & 26 18:19 18:20

octoBer

2 & 3 18:25 18:26

9 & 10 19:31 19:32

Sunset at Bairnsdale is 
10 minutes earlier

 and at Hamilton, 12 minutes later. 

INTRAVIC DATES FOR 2009
copy DeaDliNe - 10TH OF JAN, MARCH, 

MAY, JULY, SEPTEMBER, NOVEMBER
iN churches By 2ND SABBATH OF FEB, APRIL, JUNE, AUG, OCT, DEC

editor: Pr Denis Hankinson : submissions to assistant editor:  Sherrie Courtney 
 PO Box 215, Nunawading, 3131,<scourtney@adventist.org.au>  or 03 9264 7777

The Editor reserves the right to edit and include or exclude any article from publication.  Articles not included due to lack of space may be included in a future issue or placed on the Church website.  The 
Editor also reserves the right to exclude Ads or Notices after just one issue.

 Please note, commercial advertising is not published in Intravic.  Only accommodation notices, if accompanied with a reference from Local Pastor.  

photographs of minors must be accompanied by permission to use the photographs in print and on the web, signed by parent/guardian.

Bible verses are from various versions which may include NIV, JJV, NJJV & Clear Word.                       cover: Jason Bradshaw & Yoke Design (adapted)

NOTE: Neither the editor, nor the Seventh-day Adventist  Church  is responsible for the quality of goods or services advertised.  Publication does not indicate endorsement of a product or service.

trust services 
To have a 

 * * WILL * * 
prepared for you

Book through Reception
at the Conference Office 

on (03) 9264 7777

Pr Ian Royce can assist you 
in the preparation of a Will

however

APPOINTMENTS ARE ESSENTIAL

If you would like an 
appointment on a sunday,  
the next opportunities are: 

Sunday Sept 13, 2009

at Greensborough Church

Sunday OCtOBeR 11, 2009

at Geelong Church

Sunday OCtOBeR 18 at the Conference Office
This is a free and confidential 

service available to church members

upcoMiNG coNfereNce 
eveNts
Aug 8 offering - local budget
 elc - service ministries
Aug 14-16 youth winter camp howqua
Aug 15 offering- education/camping
                         ministry
Aug 22 offering - local budget/                    
                                                      pathfinders
 women’s ministries - abusE

              PrEvEntion day

aug 29 offering - camp howqua
Aug 29-30 women’s ministries -
        lEadErsHiP cErtiFicatE lEvEl 4
Sept 5  offering  - local budget
Sept 6 health dept - cHEP training 
 abc open day 1-4pm
Sept 12 offering - world mission
        budget
 elc - spiritual gifts
Sept 19 offering- education/camping
      ministry
Sept 21-25 teen challenge
Sept 26 offering - local budget
Sept 25-27 halls gap regional
Oct 3 offering - local budget
Oct 2-4 gippsland regional

aDs aND Notices
 classical Music for christMas
The Rowville-Lysterfield Church Choir, in 
partnership with the  Wantirna SDA Orchestra, 
are working on a special Classical Christmas 
Program.
We are looking for singers  and  string, wood or 
brass players.
Please register your interest with Brad Jones 
for the Choir (03 9708 1006) or Bill Neyra for 
the Orchestra  (billneyra@optusnet.com.au or 
mobile 0404 85 6626).

What’s oN at east prahraN church
August 29, 11am & 2pm, Pr Graeme Loftus will be 
speaking on ‘Christ in the Book of Acts’. 
September 26, 11am & 2pm, Pr Garth Bainbridge 
will present ‘Christ in the Epistles’ followed by a  
Sacred Music Concert at 5pm. 
November 28, 11am & 2pm, Dr Adrian Turner’s 
topic will be ‘Christ Abideth Forever’. The 
Celebration Singers’ Concert commences at 
5pm. 
Plan to join us - bring some food to add to the 
potluck lunch. 
For more information contact 03 9888 6952.

riNGWooD youth proJect
The Award winning Garden of Tall Timbers will be 
open on Sunday 18th & 25th October.
3560 Yarra Junction - Noojee Road Piedmont, 
(near Noojee).
Morning and Afternoon Teas & a light Lunch are 
available.
Funds raised will be used for the Ringwood 
Church Youth Project.

the BackyarD BarD at WarBurtoN
Warburton SDA Church has organised a night 
for the Backyard Bard – Melbourne’s Biblical 
Story Telling Theatre Company – to perform 
Luke’s gospel.  Saturday August 29, at 7.30pm, 
Warburton SDA Church Hall.  Call Tania on 0411 
829 660 for tickets. 

BiBle iN BlooM
Come and see bible stories portrayed in floral 
displays and a large exhibit of rare Bible scrolls 
and manuscripts dating back 450 years.  Listen to 
a Bible Society presentation.  Activities available 
to interest children. 
Saturday September 12, 1pm - 4pm and Sunday 
September 13, 10 - 2pm.
Ferntree Gully SDA Church (Mel 74 F5).
Enquiries:  Pr Peter Rollo on 0423 217 741

Congratulations 
Elizabeth and 

Darius Ignasiak, 
 of Oasis Church, 

on the birth of
 Charlotte  Isabella, 

on April 23, 2009

Ava Lily was born June 26,2009 to
 Shelley (nee Fehlberg) 
and Ben Young
 from Wantirna
 Church

Shiami and 
Jeremy Luchow of 
Ringwood Church 

are now proud parents of 
Elijah Philip, born June 2, 2009
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Victoria had the privilege of having Dr Ranko Stefanovic, the current 
New Testament Professor from Andrews University, take a special 
Sabbath at the Dallas Brooks Hall.
The mix of a fresh understanding of the rich truths of Revelation and 
the inspired music of Jaime Jorge truly turned our thoughts toward 
Heaven.
Ranko then gave a series of lectures over the ensuing week, sharing 
his deep insights into the book of Revelation’s relevance to us in 
today’s end-time world.
“What a great Biblical feast!” - “A fantastic privilege” - “Every Adventist 
will want to hear this” ...were just some of the comments made. 

All 30 hours, including the Dallas Brooks 
experience, are available in a set of 15 DVDs from 
the ABC for only $30 - a fantastic resource and a 
bargain.  
For the serious Bible student, Ranko’s commentary 
on Revelation entitled ‘The Revelation of Jesus’is a 
valuable additional resource. 
This commentary is the basic text for the New 
Revelation Seminar being developed by the South 
Pacific Division under the direct supervision of 
Dr Barry Oliver, SPD President.  
The Victorian Conference is currently piloting 
the new Series which should be available for 

general church 
evangelism next 
year.  “We are 
really pleased to 
be trialling this 
new Series and 
await the results 
of working 
with the Holy 
Spirit with keen 
a n t i c i p a t i o n ,” 
says Pastor Denis 
Hankinson.


