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A note from the Editor’s Office

I’ve lost count of those who’ve said, “It was a good camp!”  
Big Camp 2017 is now locked into our memories along 
with recollections of many other good experiences – for 
all the right reasons.

The idea of Big Camp grows out of the roots of Adventist 
culture and mission and to the imaginative mind, it has 
always created a scene of novel interest.  White tents, 
outstanding preachers, a wonderful message, large 
crowds with upturned faces and hearts open to new 
commitment in preparation for the return of our soon 
coming Saviour.  I understand the first Adventist camp 
meeting was held in June 1842.  Thousands attended.  
They purchased a large tent, 120 feet in diameter, to seat 
4,000.  It was a very effective evangelistic method.  Driven 
by the conviction of the imminence of Jesus return, the 
early Adventists took on the idea whole heartedly.  There 
were eight more camp meetings being held by November 
of the same year, and 125 camp meetings between 
1842 and October of 1844, with about 500,000 people 
attending.  Adventism was a household word and the 
return of Jesus was discussed over dinner tables across 
North America.

I didn’t count how many were camping at Elmore, but as 
with the first camp meeting, thousands attended.   Every 
division, from Beginners through to Encounter, reported 
increased attendances compared to last year.   Our 
message was preached powerfully.  There were altar 
calls – with significant responses.  There’s been baptisms 
at camp in the past.  This year was no exception.  Big 
Camp 2017 was definitely evangelistic.  From Juniors, 
Highschoolers and Youth our pastors and chaplains now 
have the names of around 100 young people wanting 
follow-up leading to baptism,  And other appeals for 
recommittment and reconnection in these venues and in 
Encounter, led to hundreds, or was it thousands, taking a 
stand for Christ and service to Him.

The blessing is not limited to Big Camp.  The complaint 
I heard was that people couldn’t decide which venue 
to attend – wanting to hear them all!   But the internet 
helps us with that – it’s all available on-line.  Whether 
you want to be amazed as Ty Gibson explores scripture 
and new dimensions of the Father’s love, or hear Julian 
Archer on prophecy, or watch as Cristian Copaceanu 
masterfully presents on Angry Love or Faith-Full – it’s all 
available for you – and for you to share.   And of course 
the presentations of youth speakers Jeremy Anderson 
and Willy Ramos – they’re all available.

for Big Camp Presentations...

go to Vic.Adventist.org.au and follow the link
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Rainy Days
    Devotional

Written by Jeremy Anderson
Director Next LeveL LiviNg In 2011, the State of Texas went 

through one of the worst droughts in 
U.S. history.  

With back-to-back days of triple-
degree temperatures, the Texan 
residents were praying for rain.  Triple-
degree heat and no rain is a deadly 
combination. Countless vegetation and 
wild life died due to the lack of rain.  

Funny how something we complain 
about can be such a lifesaver at 
times.  How often do we find ourselves 
complaining about rainy days . 

I know I'm guilty of it.

The reality about rain is that we can’t 
survive life without it.  Rain water helps 
to replenish our water systems and 

Rain.  
Despite its ability to drench… 
we all need it!
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saturate and sustain us. 

John 7:37-39 NIV says, “On the last and 
greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood 
and said in a loud voice, 'Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me and drink.  
Whoever believes in me, as Scripture 
has said, rivers of living water will flow 
from within them.'  By this He meant 
the Spirit, whom those who believed 
in Him were later to receive.  Up to 
that time the Spirit had not been given, 
since Jesus had not yet been glorified.”  

In this passage, Christ says that He can 
quench any thirst.  Whatever your need 
is… He will provide.

Christ is also responsible for our 
spiritual growth, hence the fact that 
He will allow some rain to come into 
our lives.  It is by sending the rain that 
He perfects our character.  Through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, our test 
will soon turn unto our testimony!  
Sometimes, we as Christians have this 
preconceived thought that life for us 
will be perfect, when in reality it will 
never be.  

At least, not on this earth! 

The next time things get out of hand 
and it seems like your world is upside 
down, look up and smile at God.  Know 
that He's allowing the rain to come so 
you can grow through that situation.

In the words of my grandmother, “God 
brought you to it, so He can bring you 
through it.”

POWER PASSAGE:  “I will send 
you rain in its season, and the 
ground will yield its crops and 
the trees of the field their fruit.” 
Leviticus 26:4 NIV 

POWER POINT:  The world has 
a way of drying you out.  The dew, 
the power of the Holy Spirit, is 
something we must have daily.  
Just as plants get watered daily, 
we, too, need the dew of the Holy 
Spirit daily. 

POWER PRAYER: Our Father 
and friend, thank You for Your 
Holy Spirit! Please drench me 
daily with Your Spirit and saturate 
my life with Your power.  Once I 
receive Your Spirit, I pray God for 
the boldness to share You with 
others I come in contact with. 
Have Your way within my life, 
Amen! 

Jeremy Anderson
Guest Presenter                                        

Youth Pavilion at Big Camp

Rainy Days
    Devotional

creates healthy soil for growing crops.  
Rain provides fresh water that allows 
the rivers to flow, and in return fills 
lakes and keeps plants alive.  

Ask yourself this question: do you want 
the crops and trees of your life to grow?  
Leviticus 26:4 NIV says, “I will send you 
rain in its season, and the ground will 
yield its crops and the trees of the field 
their fruit.” We cannot imagine our lives 
without trees, plants or vegetation - we 
need the rain to refresh our land.

What if I told you that the rain and 
storms within your life were put there 
for a reason?  

That’s right, just as the trees and 
plants can’t grow without rain, neither 
can we.  We need the Spirit of God to 

Funny how things we 
complain about one day 

can be a lifesaver on 
another...
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from the prior year was seen, with an 
operating result of a small $53,300 
surplus.  Our 2017 budget projection 
anticipates a smaller surplus this year 
and thus the Conference is reliant on 
its members continuing their support 
through their tithes, to achieve that 
surplus.  The graph (bottom left) shows 
the growth in tithe over the last ten 
years.

In line with current trends, eGiving has 
become a popular choice for many to 
pay their tithes, donations and church 
offerings, with 24% of tithe received 
for 2016 coming through eGiving.  You 
can access eGiving at the Conference 
website Vic.Adventist.org.au, and for 
even more convenient giving, there is 
an app available to download to your 
portable device.  So if you haven’t 
already, check it out.

Sources of Tithe Income 2016

There are many ministries which 
the Conference helps resource and 
support.  An obvious one was the 2016 
evangelism focus with the Christmas 
in July outreach project involving many 
churches.  Other churches, however, 
were also supported with  their own 
local and community evangelism 
projects.  The Conference works 
with and supports other local church 
ministries as well, such as children 
& youth ministries, health ministries, 
women’s ministry, personal ministry 
and ADRA ministries and projects.  If 
you are passionate about any of these 
ministries and would like to grow them 
in your church, our departments would 
love your support, participation, and 

involvement in their events and to offer 
you their support and resources.

Our school system has continued to 
grow.  With seven schools and three 
early learning centres, Conference 
leadership is excited about the mission 
potential that exists within our schools.   
The Victorian Conference has funded 
our conference-appointed school 
chaplains and provided financial support 
from tithe income, to our school system.   
Adventist schools Victoria returned a 
large operating surplus ($787K) for 2016 
and is budgeting to continue that trend 
in this current year.

The last few years have seen our 
Aged Care company offer significant 
challenge, however through God’s 
grace and guidance, the team has 
been able to begin operating in surplus 
and building up capital development 
reserves again.  The 30 June 2016 
financials show an operating surplus of 
$1.1Million.  

While AdventCare continues to operate 
in surplus for the current financial 
year, there are a couple of factors 
having significant impact on the ability 
for our residential AdventCare to make 
a surplus.  These are:
• Low occupancy, for the majority of 

the year thus far, in our Bendigo 
residential care facility. 

• Costs associated with the initial 
decision to close the Yarra Ranges 
facility and the subsequent 
decision to reverse that closure 
and to expand, resulting in an 
impact on the occupancy levels 

FINANCE
The Conference finance team is ably 
led by the Chief Financial Officer, 
Graeme Moffitt.  Audits for our church 
and school companies for 2016 have 
recently been completed and budgets 
are being prepared for AdventCare for 
the 2017/18 year. 

“It is hard to believe that the year 
is slipping by so quickly,” Graeme 
comments.  “As I reflect back with 
the audits and look to the future with 
budgeting, I am reminded of how God 
has, and is leading His church.”

And indeed, God has blessed the 
efforts of our financial team as they 
have worked to balance what comes 
in and what goes out, furthering the 
mission of our Conference and of our 
local churches as together, we serve 
our Lord.

The Conference board set an ambitious 
tithe budget for 2016 and while this 
was not quite reached, tithe growth 

Department Overview
Chaplains in Schools
- a lasting 
investment
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and staffing costs.  This impact 
will continue to be felt until the 
building renovation works are 
complete and occupancy levels 
can be restored. 

Renovations at our Yarra Ranges 
(Warburton) facility are well underway 
and major building works for the 
Whitehorse facility (Nunawading) are 
currently in planning stages.  

As we are approaching tax time you 
may be thinking about charitable 
tax deductible opportunities.  If you 
have a passion to support families 
in desperate need of food, clothing 
or financial means, the Conference 
offers a fund for needy persons, which 
is used for the relief of poverty.   Or 
perhaps the opportunity to support 
the education of students appeals to 
you.  You could give to our Student 
Scholarship tax deductible fund 
through which we provide scholarships 
to students in Adventist schools within 
Victoria.   Or you could help our schools 
upgrade and develop new facilities by 
supporting the school building and 
maintenance fund.  Donations to any 
of these funds are tax deductible and 
should you wish to support any of 
them, or have further questions, please 
email the Finance department through 
VicFinance@adventist.org.au or you can 
talk personally to Graeme on 03 9264 7711.

“We have been able to operate each of 
our companies in surplus over the last 
year” Graeme says.  “I am thankful to 
all our employees and members who 
have committed in big or small ways to 
make that a reality.  I am ever mindful 
of the need to be a good steward of 
what God has entrusted me to care for. 

“My prayer is that the Lord will 
continue to richly bless the Victorian 
Conference and that as you continue 
to support God’s work within this 
conference through your tithes and 
offerings, you will also enjoy the 
blessing that comes from committing 
your life and resources to His work.

"Give, and you will receive.  Your gift 
will return to you in full – pressed 
down, shaken together to make room 
for more, running over, and poured 
into your lap.  The amount you give will 
determine the amount you get back."  
Luke 6:38 NLT

TRUST SERVICES
Without a Will, the process of 
distributing your assets becomes 
lengthy, involving the appointment 
of an administrator by the Courts, 
with assets being held until the 
appointment, and expenses are taken 
out of the estate.  

Trust Services was founded to offer 
the availability to write your own Will, 
free of charge and obligation, minimising 
difficulty and delay.

This complementary service is 
available to members of our church, 
their families and their friends.  It is a 
highly specialised department of our 
organisation, helping you pass the right 
inheritance at the right time to the 
right people, with consideration to your 
faith, and is fully confidential.

Steve Whitson has been the director 

for Trust Services for eight years, and 
in just the last three has prepared over 
1500 Wills and 250 Power of Attorney 
documents.  He is also responsible 
for assisting the Tasmanian, South 
Australian and South New South Wales 
Conferences with their Trust Services 
needs.

All Wills are drafted by Steve, and 
approved by McMahon Fearnley 
Lawyers Pty. Ltd.  With last year’s sad 
passing of Lloyd McMahon, who had 
been involved in Trust Services from 
its very beginnings, Michael Bradey has 
taken over this role of approving of Wills.

“Trust Services is a wonderful ministry, 
greatly appreciated by our church 
members,” says Steve.  “It is a pleasure 
to work for the Lord in this area.”  Steve 
considers his work a form of pastoral 
ministry and has often seen barriers 
broken down with positive results, 
as he works with church members, 
friends and family,

While no charge is associated with this 
obligation free service, the department 
is grateful to members who are 
happy to support the mission of the 
Conference with a portion of their 
estate, and says ‘Thank you’ to those 
who do.

Steve makes himself available both 
during the day and the evening, 
including weekends, and is willing to 
meet at the Conference Office or visit 
members in their homes.   

If you have not considered you will yet 
or would like to make a change, or 
just want more information about this 
service, contact Trust Services at the 
Victorian Conference on 03 9264 7725, 
email swhitson@adventist.org.au or 
call on his mobile 0423 784 000.

AdventCare - with God's         
help, now operating in surplus

Student Scholarship donations 
are tax deductible
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ADRA
“A new command I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another.  By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.”  
John 13:34-35

The work ADRA undertakes here in 
Victoria and across the globe revolves 
around the Biblical imperative of 
showing mercy, compassion and 
restoring justice.

For many of you, your first encounter 
with ADRA may have been through the 
ADRA Appeal.  Last year, the Appeal 
raised over 250K, some of which has 
gone to support projects within our 

state.  These include assisting women 
escaping family violence, providing 
emergency relief for people in need and 
supportive services for newly settled 
refugees.  Over the last four years, 
the number of ADRA projects and Op 
Shops has increased from 14 to 23 
thanks, in part, to the compassion and 
commitment of our church members. 

ADRA staff strive to make the best use 
of their funds, time and resources, 
and God has blessed their efforts, 
often miraculously multiplying these 
resources.  Over the last few years, we 
have seen the well-researched and 
resourced Local Community Projects 
program rolled out, fundraising 
campaigns and activities have been 
more successful, and local church 
members with time and expertise have 
volunteered to assist with everything 
from advocacy to putting together care 
packs.  ADRA is certainly an agency 
of excellence, even down to the kids 

in the Pathfinder club who did some 
work at one of the housing projects in 
Sunshine.  Their interactions with one 
of the reclusive fellow tenants left him 
in a ‘great mood ever since!’

ADRA Connections trips have been 
impacting the lives of both the 
participants, and those they are 
serving.  Since their inception, over 230 
youth from across Victoria have joined 
forces with ADRA and its partners, 
VicYouth and Adventist Schools 
Victoria, raising over 400K to assist 
with empowering the communities they 
travelled to and experienced life with. 

Ironbark Pathfinders made a huge impact

Partnership with Women's 
Housing

Vanuatu
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Some projects included working 
side by side with locals as they built 
and renovated school buildings, at 
the same time mingling with the 
students of the schools and helping 
to educate on basic things such as 
the need to regularly clean teeth.  
Other projects involved community 
workshops on nutrition, maternal 
health and wellness training  and 
health clinics.  Some villages received 
assistance with improving their food 
security through the permaculture 
home garden improvement program.  
Everywhere these young people went, 
lasting memories were made and lives 

changed.

Yes, ADRA is truly serving its 
community, both locally and globally, 
but it is here to serve the local church 
too, creating opportunities and 
education so that the local church can 
reach out to its community.  ADRA is a 
platform where church members can 
realise their God-given gifts and shine 
a light on poverty and injustice, where 
they can serve people experiencing 
hardship.  ADRA helps the local church 
build bridges of love and acceptance 
with their local community.   

There are some big goals for the future, 
here in Victoria.  ADRA would like to 
continue to develop and strengthen 
its bonds with the community service 
and emergency management industry 
as well as continuing the training 
and education of church members in 
reaching out to their local communities 
through meaningful service.

 Additionally, ADRA would like to 
enable our local churches to nurture 
and impact their communities during 
the week, by becoming centres of 
influence.  These would highlight: 
support services for people facing 

hardship; education and employment; 
family and intergenerational outreach; 
and sharing our health message.  The 
centres would be supported by an 
ADRA Op Shop and/or ADRA Café.  

Can you see your church... can you see 
you personally... becoming involved?

Each church member has the 
opportunity to continue Christ’s 
ministry of compassion through ADRA.  
If you haven’t already, consider joining 
with ADRA in Victoria, on this journey of 
impacting communities and changing 
lives.

ADRA Op Shop 
Volunteers

Collaborating with government for 
Emergency 
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through both the curricular and extra-
curricular programs.  This includes 
the ongoing roll out of the Adventist 
Encounter curriculum, with a Yr 11 
program available in 2018, encouraging 
students to make decisions for God and 
to commit their lives to Him.  Two of 
our schools have on-campus churches 
meeting regularly and a number offer 
regular Friday night programs. 

We also have two campus Pathfinder 
clubs.  

Service opportunities are integral 
to the mission of our schools and 
all secondary colleges take part in 
annual visits to under privileged 
countries, nurturing a zeal for 
service, compassion and a greater 
understanding of participants own 
blessings, so often taken for granted.

The schools each host special weeks 
dedicated to a strong spiritual focus 
and additionally, they participate in a 
combined schools Day of Worship for 
both primary and secondary schools, 
all encouraging commitment to God.  
The school chaplains follow up on 
any such commitments, and lead the 
students in extra-curricular Bible 
studies.  As a result, in 2016 alone, a 
total of 66 students were baptised (1/3rd 
from non-Adventist backgrounds) and 
24 non-Adventist parents are attending 
church regularly.  This does not take 
into account the many committing to 
God and taking part in Bible studies 
and the even greater number who 
have had their hearts touched by God’s 
Spirit, the result revealing itself in 
years to come.

Enrolment growth indicates that 
parents do want Christian values 
central to their children’s education.  

This is particularly evident at Gilson 
College - Taylors Hill, with over 1000 
students making it the largest school in 
the South Pacific Division.  By 2020, we 
anticipate more than 2600 students in 
ASV schools, with ELC students adding 
further to this total.

Enhancing the safety of all students is 
a Biblical prerogative for our Church 
and our schools.  Significant changes 
have been made in recent times in 
policies, practice, education and 
culture of child safety, and while it has 
always been a school priority, child 
protection is now front and centre in 
school, Council and Board of Director 
meetings.

Excellence in Education

Our Education System has a strong 
focus on school improvement.  Utilising 
an evidence-based approach, each 
school identifies needs and devises 
plans to make further improvement, 
submitting the improvement plan to 
the School Council, to which it is held 
accountable.

Technology in the classroom has 
burgeoned over the last few years, 
and ASV has employed two additional 
people to assist our schools achieve 
enhanced learning through technology.  
They have also supported the 
recently introduced SEQTA, as school 
management system/parent portal 
operated by all Adventist schools 
across Australia.

ASV has strengthened its professional 
networks by firstly using Dr Shiralee 
Poed from the University of Melbourne, 
to implementation change using the 
“Positive Behaviour for Learning 
Framework” to take place over a 
three-year period.  And secondly, 
through training by the Department 

EDUCATION
Our Adventist Education System is 
perhaps one of the more widely known 
and understood departments of our 
Conference.  The Director is Brian 
Mercer and Adventist Schools in 
Victoria (ASV) continues to see growth 
and development.  

Over the last few years, we have seen 
Lilydale Adventist Academy join our 
system and amalgamate with the 
Edinburgh Adventist Primary School to 
become Edinburgh College.  We have 
added an Early Learning Centre (ELC) 
and a primary Campus to Heritage 
College, Officer, and an ELC to 
Nunawading Christian College.

Excellence in Values

Our schools focus on the core mission 
of our Church – to proclaim the gospel 
message in end times.  Education 
provides an outstanding opportunity to 
witness through committed principals, 
teachers, chaplains and support 
staff, not to mention our students 
themselves.

More than 75% of our student 
enrolments are from non-Adventist 
backgrounds, giving us a huge 
opportunity to which the schools 
have taken an intentional approach 

Excellence in Values:
Spiritual Focus

Excellence in Values: Service
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of Education, South Australia, 
using their, “Keeping Safe: Child 
Protection Curriculum”.   Already 
both frameworks are having a positive 
impact in our schools.

Excellence in Staff Support

Ongoing professional learning for the 
teaching staff of approximately 250 
teachers is essential and includes 
an annual conference encompassing 
both spiritual nurture and professional 
practice, at the commencement of 
each year.  Other system examples of 
professional learning are Project Zero 
Connect (Harvard Education through 
Independent Schools Victoria), focusing 
on cultures of thinking and making 
thinking visible, Transformational 
Teaching (an Adventist world-view 
on Bible-based enquiry units) and 
prioritising professional learning 
communities in each school in 
response to student data analysis.

With a field staff of over 350 people 
(teachers and ancillary), ASV has 
employed an HR expert who has made 
huge improvements in this complex 
area involving employment process, 
enterprise agreements, awards and 
legislation.  An Associate Director has 
also been added to the administrative 
team to support the approximately 
30 new teachers that join the team 

each year, mentoring newly qualified 
teachers through their two-year 
induction to full registration. 

Excellence in Facilities

ASV is also committed to maintaining 
and improving the standards of 
our school infrastructure, and with 
the assistance of capital grants 
and external loans, has been able 
to undertake a number of building 
projects.

Over the last three years, alone, Gilson 
College has had two major building 
extensions as well as a new building 
for YR 5&6.  Heritage College built an 
Arts Centre, a Design Technology and 
Home Economics Centre, a Science 
building and stage 1 of the Primary 
School building while  Henderson fitted 
out its new Multi-purpose Gymnasium.  
Nunawading saw the long-planned 
school oval, road entry and carpark 
completed as well as refurbishment 
of the primary school and a building 
for the ELC.  And this year will see 
the high school building for Gilson 
College – Mernda completed and the 
Science Labs and Library refurbished 
at Nunawading Christian College.

Ongoing Challenges

Growth in our schools brings with it the 
challenge of keeping them adequately 
staffed.  Avondale continues to be an 
excellent source of staff however over 
the next few years, fewer graduates 
are expected and ASV is increasingly 
employing Adventist teachers who 
attend local universities. 

Melbourne is one of the fastest growing 
cities in Australia, with an increasing 
number of new suburbs.  ASV would 

love to establish new schools in these 
growth corridors, however this is 
an expensive exercise and there are 
limited financial reserves to do this.

Planning is underway for a new ELC 
at Gilson College – Taylors Hill.  But 
with only a small chance of State 
government subsidies, ASV will bear 
the full capital expense.  In spite of 
this, ASV is hopeful that at least two 
more centres can be added over the 
next quadrennium, generating a ready 
stream of students into our primary 
school system.

Another challenge impacting both 
ASV and Conference, is that with our 
schools’ increased growth and thus 
increased evangelistic opportunity, 
more chaplains need to be employed 
to adequately meet this need God has 
put within our sphere of influence.  A 
significant way local church members 
can help with this, is through their 
commitment to the practice of tithing, 
increasing the financial resources 
available.

“We have clear evidence God has been 
leading our Schools Company over 
these last years,” says Brian Mercer.  
“Despite the challenges we have faced, 
He continues to bless and watch over 
our schools.  Our mission statement 
is ‘Connect our school communities 
with Jesus Christ’ and this is our 
focus.  Please pray for and support our 
schools and all personnel involved as 
we work in our communities to share 
the good news of salvation through 
Christ and of His soon return
to take us home.”

Excellence in Staff 
Support

Excellency in Facilities

Excellence in Facilities
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Until we Meet Again
Bairnsdale Church

Early April, members from the church 
and its local community farewelled 
Pastor Petro Sukali and his wife Tabu 
whose home country is Malawi.

There was a good sized crowd in the 
church cafeteria, enjoying the meal 
together and presenting the couple, 
who had fellowshipped with us for 
about a year, with a memory book filled 
with messages and photos.

During their time here Petro completed 
a Masters degree in Change and 
Development at Newcastle University 
to add to his first degree, Bachelor of 
Theology from South Africa.  

His nineteen years since being 
ordained have given him a wealth of 
experience that has benefited this 
community and nearby Sale Seventh-
day Adventist Church.  Pastor Andrew 
Wilson and Pastor Petro have worked 
together taking Bible prophecy studies 
and Petro has also enjoyed visiting and 
studying with people in the community, 
thus making many friends as he has 
shared his Christian faith. 

Tabu spent her time helping in the 
Gems ’n’ Jams op shop on the church 
property. 

While this couple had hoped to be 

able to work in Australia (Petro is well 
qualified in an area that would benefit 
our society, but was unable to obtain a 
visa at this time), it has not been easy 
for them to be apart from their family 
in Malawi. Their eldest son is studying 
for a degree in Agriculture, another 
son has just graduated Bachelor of 
Education and a third has a diploma 
in IT. They also have two younger 
daughters in school.

Petro and Tabu have endeared 
themselves to many with their warmth 
and friendliness and Petro's astute 
knowledge of people and the Bible has 
made him much appreciated.  They will 
be sorely missed and we hope that in 
the future there may be a way for them 
to return, perhaps with their family, and 
continue to be assets to their "second 
country" - Australia.

Judy Walker

A Beautiful New 
Birth
Northpoint Church
There is no greater joy for God than to 
see one of His children born again into 
His own family. 
The last Sabbath in February was a 
very special day in Tullamarine, with 
Melissa Cristina being welcomed as a 
new member of the Northpoint Church.  
Melissa was once a professional dancer, 
wanting nothing to do with the Bible 
or Christianity.  She then came along 
to a ‘Christmas in July’ evangelistic 
program last year and was impressed 
to attend the subsequent Prophecy 
Seminar series at Northpoint. 
What particularly caught her attention 
at the ‘Christmas’ program was the 
point made by Geoff Youlden - that 
‘Jesus Christ was the only One to split 
time in two (BC and AD).’ Ever since 
then, even the heaviest of spiritual 
attacks have not been enough to stop 
her holding fast to her new-found faith, 
and making Jesus her firm foundation. 
Melissa has eagerly embraced her 
spiritual learning, developing her 
relationship with God.  She has already 
brought several people to know Christ 
through her amazing testimony, as 
well as inspiring two new requests for 
baptism!  
The day of her baptism was a double 
celebration, as Melissa also chose to 
dedicate her 2-year-old son, Jakob, to 
God’s safe-keeping and service. 
May the Lord continue to uphold and 
bless you, Melissa, as you so naturally 
bring your son and many others to 
experience the same joy and new life in 
Him! 

Rosanna Laredo

Petro and Tabu will be 
sorely missed

Pr Loren Pratt and Rosanna Laredo 
welcoming Melissa into fellowship at 
Northpoint

Church News

Footstep at a time
Multi Church Walkathon

Church members from across 
Melbourne joined together one cold and 
drizzly Sunday morning in February, 
to walk the 5.5 km track around 
Lysterfield Lake.  In spite of the chilly 
start, the walkers were enthusiastic and 
cheerfully made their way around the 
lake, raising funds to help establish a 
school for the Badi people in Nepal.

Helen Eager, a mentor and counsellor 
working in Nepal, joined with the 
walkers, giving further information 
about the situation in the Badi 
communities, where the villages are 
specifically targeted by child traffickers.  

We praise God for the efforts of the 
80-plus walkers and the Safe Haven 
International team, 
who together raised 
over $20,000, and we 
ask for His further 
blessing on this 
endeavour to save 
lives – one child at a 
time.                         Vic.Adventist.org.au 

to read more
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Christ Lifted Up
Carrum Downs Church

Late last year, Pr Ivor Meyers came 
to Carrum Downs from America, to 
help the Carrum Downs Samoan 
church reach out to communities in 
the southern region of Victoria.  As a 
result of this special week, fifty people 
rededicated their lives to the Lord 
through baptism.

A hearty appreciation goes to all the 
helpers who took part, making Christ 
Lifted Up possible and a memorable 
experience.  From the youngest to 
the oldest, everyone was of the same 
Spirit as they used their spiritual gifts 
together to bring about this successful 

program.  The 
community at large 
kept coming, filling 
up the seats every 
night.  And the 
final Sabbath was 
the highlight, with 
too many people in 
attendance to be 
contained indoors.

Heta Erika                            

UnChained
The Orchard
Unchained is a video series researched, 
compiled and presented by Rod 
Anderson, pastor for The Orchard, 
meeting in the inner city, in which he 
addresses the greatest challenges facing 
Christians today.
There are 48 powerful attention-grabbing 
presentations of up to ten minutes in 
length, continually bringing the viewer 
back to the authority of God’s Word.  
While vigorously defending Christianity’s 
claim that the Bible is inspired by God, 
Pr Anderson goes on to the front foot, 
deconstructing false doctrines and 
religions and arguments posed by 
evolutionists, antitheists and atheists alike.
Each episode includes an invitation to 
order a free set of Bible reading guides 
entitled The Orchard Faith of Jesus 
studies, mailed out free of charge to 
any location in the world.  The series 
is ideal for people studying the Bible in 
preparation for baptism or they can be 
used for small group Bible study.  They 
can easily be shared with family, friends, 
work colleagues or anyone you are 
witnessing to and would like to introduce 
to the truth of God’s Word.  You could even 
enjoy them as a family on a Friday evening.  
Attention grabbing topics include 
Pastor Charles Lawson’s Lies, Star 
Trek and the Secret Rapture, Evidence 
for the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
Nostradamus and the Two Cities 
and Fables which have Bewitched 
Christianity.
So check them out, share them with 
others and have your own faith in the 
authenticity of the Bible strengthened 
and renewed.                 

Congratulations
Pakenham Church

Ten years ago, the church community was 
growing so much that by 2009, they had out 
grown their Berwick building.  Selling the 
premises, they continued to meet at the 
Narre Warren campus of Heritage College.

Two years later, the congregation 
decided to relocate to Pakenham, 
where they had purchased a factory 
building, with the intent of converting it 
to a place of worship.  Sadly, the local 
council did not believe this was the 
best use of the property and refused 
their application.

This was a set back, but God has won 
through, and the church community, 
which has been meeting in a state 

school in Pakenham since then, found 
a different location and in March, 
began worshipping in their new church 
building at Lakeside, Pakenham. 

With the official church dedication 
taking place early June, we praise 
God for His guidance and ask for His 
blessing on this church family as they 
continue to reach out to their local 
community with His love.

Kojo Akomeah and IntraVic

Camp Meeting - AMM Style!
Adventist Motorcycle Ministry

Mid March saw AMM holding its inaugural camp, at the picturesque setting of 
Jumbanna Lodge in Launching Place.

Around forty people attended, including 
some of our non-Christian friends.  
Barry Gane shared some powerful and 
touching messages, and we greatly 
appreciated the outstanding music of 
Steve Piez and Helena Ring.  We were 
truly blessed.

If you would like to know more about 
AMM, look us up on Facebook: 
Adventist Motorcycle Ministry Victoria John Brereton

Bikers and their bikes ‘
camped out’ at Jumbanna

Many attended the               
Sabbath afternoon baptism

Pakenham Church’s new building

Vic.Adventist.org.au 
to read more

Scan the QR Code to 
read more or go to 

theorchardmelbourne.org.
au/unchained

Scan for
YouTube Clip

IntraVic | 13



Conference News

Open Home 
AUC
During early June, thousands of 
Adventists across Australia will open 
their homes and reach out to their 
communities.  Are you interested in 
joining the Open Home movement?

This initiative is a simple, easy and 
effective evangelistic opportunity and 
is no harder than thinking of a friend, 
neighbour or colleague you wish to invite 
home for a meal, praying for God to 
open their hearts to deeper friendship 
and spiritual interest, and before they 
leave your home at the end of a fun time 
together, offer them a life-changing gift 
as you sense it appropriate.

You can go to www.openhomes.org.au 
for an explanatory video and further 
information.  The possible gifts, available 
from www.hopeshop.com.au include the 
book Hero of Hackshaw Ridge, Beyond 
Lost – the search for rescue DVD, the 
book Health and Wellness – secrets that 
will change your life and an illustrated 
version of Steps to Christ but these are 
just suggestions and if you would like to 
use a different resource that is fine.

The early Christian church shared life 
together, ate together 
and their numbers 
were added to daily.  
Open your home and 
make a difference – one 
friendship at a time.

Pavilions Blackburn Lake
Nunawading Estate

Progress steadily continues on the Pavilions project, as the Conference works to 
deliver on the development vision.

We are pleased to inform that the first 
slab has been poured for what will be 
the future display suite and sales office. 
The structure has been architecturally 
designed to reflect that of the future 
retirement village buildings and to 
strike a balance between its build 
form and the woodland nature 
surrounding it.

Inside, the display suite has been 
skilfully designed by award winning 
interior designers Hecker & Guthrie, 
to house a scale model of the Pavilions 
Stage 1 development release, as well 
as examples of kitchen and bathroom 
joinery that will be installed in the 
retirement living apartments.

Once all the apartment sales have 
been completed, the display suite has 
been planned to easily convert into a 
“men’s shed” that will provide valuable 
social amenity to the village residents.  
Planter boxes will also surround the 
building providing a communal veggie 
patch and opportunity to interact, as 
well as a BBQ/outdoor kitchen for 
the area, promoting garden-to-plate 
cooking practices and healthier eating.

The Expressions of Interest campaign 
has also just been launched to garner 
interest in the lead up to the full sales 
launch currently planned of June/July 
2017 (see back page).

In addition to print and local 

advertising, a website 
has been created to give 
a taste of what is coming 
soon for this project.  A 
link can be found on our 
conference website, Vic.Adventist.org.au.  

Registrations of interest are being 
solicited and a full sales website will be 
launched at the commencement of the 
official sales campaign.

It has been a long journey to this point, 
and while we have reached a significant 
milestone, there is still much more 
work to be done.  

Please continue to keep this project 
in your prayers so its success will be 
shared by all members and hasten the 
Mission Work in Victoria.

Galen Gan

Join the Open Home movement by opening your home for a meal,  

prayer and gift to friends, neighbours or colleagues—simple, easy  

and effective evangelism anyone can do here and now.

 

On June 5-9, 2017, thousands of Adventists across Australia will  

open their homes and reach out to the community. 

Register online at  
www.open home.org.au 

for more information, training and resources.

The retirement project will continue 
to contribute to the mission of our 

church through programs offered to the 
community, such as lifestyle and healthier 

eating seminars.  

 Pr Graeme Christian and Galen Gan 
inspecting the site before the slab was 
poured and framing erected
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From the President
Our last meeting of the Victorian Conference Committee commenced with a 
devotional led by Pr Jorge Munoz, President of the Australian Union Conference.  
We were delighted to have the officers of the Australian Union Conference with us 
for the meeting.  As you may well be aware, Pr Ken Vogel is the AUC Secretary and 
Mr Peter Cameron is the acting Chief Financial Officer.  We appreciate the wisdom 
they bring and their input was valuable to the committee.

In short, the committee confirmed the 
appointment of Pr Andy Litchfield as a 
member of the Executive Committee 
and spent time focusing on Mission and 
Strategic Planning.  Though it’s early in 
the year, the operating report showed 
conference finances are headed in 
the right direction and we thank God 
for the faithfulness of the numerous 
people involved.  

Now for a little more detail.  

It was reported that the Mission to 
Victoria’s Cities Think Tank had been 
well attended by representatives from 
churches around our conference.  
Nunawading church was an ideal venue 
and over 200 were involved in what 
proved to be an exceptional afternoon 
of information, inspiration, ideas and 
significant prayer.  

The AUC President, Pr Jorge Munoz 
promoted the Open Home initiative 
which is planned for June 5-9.  (See 
facing page far left)

The request of the Lynbrook Samoan 
group for Church Company status was 
granted.  This represents a significant 
step for those who worship at Lynbrook 
and we look forward to further growth 
and development of this church 
company.

Delegates to the Victorian Conference 
Constituency Meeting to be held 24 
September 2017 were appointed.  The 
Conference Church composed of those 
on the Conference Roll which includes 
members of recognised companies.

Our Infrastructure Coordinator, Galen 
Gan, reported on the following.

1. The Pakenham Church 
commenced worshipping in their 
new building on 18 March this 
year and that’s excellent news!  
The South East of our city is a fast 

growing area and even now, more 
new churches are needed in this 
area.

2. The subdivision at the back of the 
Gilson College Taylors Hill campus 
is due to settle in July 2017.  This 
land has been subdivided to help 
fund the purchase of the school 
at Mernda and other strategic 
initiatives.  It was reported that 
the income generated will be 
significantly more than had 
originally been forecast.

3. The Pavilions project is on track 
with receipt of endorsed plans 
from Whitehorse Council on 20 
March this year.  Work continues 
on the secondary consent process 
and construction of the display 
suite has now commenced.  Praise 
God.

Finance reports for Adventist Schools 
Victoria and AdventCare were 
presented - both are in the black.  

We appreciate the commitment of our 
conference committee members who 
have now met 36 times for many hours 
at a time.  We appreciate the prayerful 
approach of each one, born out by 
the group of committee members 
who meet half an hour before each 
committee meeting in prayer to seek 
God’s leading in a special way.

Graeme Christian

Notice is hereby given that the next 

regular

CONSTITUENCY 
MEETING

of the Victorian Conference
of the 

Seventh-day Adventist Church 
will be held at

Nunawading Christian College Hall
161 Central Road, Nunawading

on

24 SEPTEMBER 2017
The Constituency Meeting will 

commence

Sunday morning at 8:00 am and 
conclude no later than 5pm.

Delegates will be appointed in 
harmony with the Constitution.

The business of the Constituency 
Meeting will include presentation of 

Administration and Departmental 
reports, Financial Statements for 

the years 2013 - 2016, all business 
as required by the Constitution 

and all matters as arising from the 
Constituency Meeting of 2013.
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Without a doubt, Big Camp 2017 was one of our most successful camps, with the three main venues 
being more consistently attended and in higher numbers, right throughout the weekend.  Each 
venue had its own multigenerational appeal where we saw adults choosing to attend the High 
Schoolers pavilion and youth choosing the Encounter, and each speaker was united in drawing us to 
the Cross, appealing to us to commit to God and urging us to live with a Faith on Fire.  

As always, we offer the opportunity   to hear the presentations again so visit the conference website 
Vic.Adventist.org.au, click on                                                           and follow the links...
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A Life Changing

“Highlight for our club was closing Sabbath 
and getting better acquainted with our 

brothers and sisters from SA club, Orion 
Pathfinders.  We sang songs and played 

games in a circle that our juniors had come 
up with.  It was a lot of fun despite the 

rain. The Orion club kindly offered their sled 
for our kids to use the following day. Overall 
the camporee was a lot of fun and worships 

were engaging and relevant.” 
Melbourne Cook Island Pathfinder Club

“Overall, the camp was a great success. 
There was plenty to think about in terms 
of growing in our spiritual life by going 
above and beyond in our relationship with 
God and others. The weekend was full 
of fun, there was plenty to eat and the 
weather was kind to us with only rain and 
wind on Saturday evening, giving us the 
opportunity to enjoy some games together.”                                  
~ Nunawading Pathfinder Club – Victoria

“What an amazing weekend! 
From the moment we set off from 

Adelaide for a very late (or early) 
arrival 2am Saturday morning.  

We all had an amazing weekend. 
The Victorian clubs were very 

friendly and welcoming, the 
events were well organised and 

great fun, and the worships were 
a highlight for the kids rugged 

up on the grass.  Certainly a 
great highlight for our small club 

of eleven kids.  Many thanks to 
everyone. 

~ Grove Pathfinder Club –      
South Australia

“This Mini Camporee was a wonderful experience for our Pathfinders to grow in all areas.  Socially, they were able to make friends 
with Pathfinders from other clubs, and see the Pathfindering experience is beyond their own club.  They were also able to strengthen 
the bonds they have created within our own club.  With the theme of the Camporee being ‘allegiance’ we further explored this theme 
within our Club worships each morning to strengthen us spiritually.  Physically, our Pathfinders were challenged, but thoroughly 
enjoyed the activities at the same time, particularly the beach activities. Overall a fabulous and fun experience for our Pathfinders to 
remember.”  ~ Ballarat Pathfinder Club - Victoria
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The scene was set beautifully: Ocean waves rolling in the background, a cool breeze blowing up 
over the ridge onto the plain collecting the camp flags and causing them to bristle in the wind, 
sun was settling down behind the horizon...  

If you could look over the site from 
a bird’s eye view you could see 
the campsites being erected and 
Pathfinders from all over Victoria and 
South Australia rolling in, car by car 
and bus by bus. 

The Combined Victoria and South 
Australia Mini Pathfinder Camporee for 
2017 was about to begin! 

A spiritual weekend… A fun filled 
weekend… A memorable weekend… 
These are just some of the expressions 
you could use to describe it.  Perhaps a 
phrase that best encapsulates all these 
ideas is: 

“A Life Changing Event”

On the 10th - 13th of March 2017 nearly 
600 people, Pathfinders and staff, from 
Victoria and South Australia gathered 
on the Clapp’s property at Dura Lane 
in Port Fairy for a Mini Camporee.  The 
theme of the weekend was “Allegiance 
- Above and Beyond.” 

There is no doubt that the weekend 
went ‘above and beyond’ our 
expectations.  We enjoyed challenging 

and inspiring messages from our world 
Pathfinder Director Pr Jonathan Tejel 
over the first half of the weekend.  He 
drew on the story of Jonathan and 
David, pointing out the allegiance they 
had to one another, comparing and 
contrasting it to the allegiance Christ 
has to us.

And that was just the beginning - we 
were doubly blessed!  On Saturday 
evening the Australian Union 
Conference Youth Director Pr Jeff 
Parker tag-teamed Pr Jonathan Tejel 
and continued the spiritual feast!  
Throughout the remainder of the 
weekend, with personal stories and 
experiences, he demonstrated that 
first and foremost we need to have 
Allegiance to Christ, who has shown, 
and continues to show, ultimate 
allegiance to us.

A special note of thanks should 
be made here to North Melbourne 
Samoan Pathfinder Club, who, together 
with our speakers, set a worshipful 
atmosphere over the weekend, that 
not even the intermittent rain could 
disrupt. 

Times of inspiring worships were just 
the beginning!  Saturday morning 
included the colour guard and raising 
of the flags by the District Directors 
and two specially chosen Pathfinder 
clubs, Currum Downs Samoan (VIC) 
and Riverland (SA). And from Saturday 
night, the fun kept on coming with 
all sorts of activities!  Some of these 
included, Treasure hunts, Sand 
Sledding, Capture the Flag, Beach 
Games, and 4-Way Volleyball. 

Although it’s sad that we have another 
four years to wait until the next Mini 
Pathfinder Camporee, we feel blessed 
that God gave us an incredible weekend 
where young people could grow in their 
journey with Him.  

Where they could make a decision 
to put their allegiance in Him and go 
above and beyond for His Glory! 

Simon Gigliotti
Associate Youth Director

PS: Subject to Council approval, see 
you in 2019 at Molesworth (just up the 

road -1.5 hours from Melbourne) for 
the AUC Camporee!! 

Why not consider giving them the Pathfinder Experience?  For 
spiritual growth, building lasting friendships and experiencing how 

great being out in God’s creation can be… there is nothing better!
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Welcome to our New Staff
This edition we would like to introduce you to more of the new faces in our Victorian Conference.

Daniel Maher 

Daniel and his wife Stephenie have 
recently finished their theological 
studies and are ministering in South 
Eastern Melbourne. 

Daniel grew up in Melbourne and 
felt called to serve Jesus in pastoral 
ministry, while studying Science at 
Monash University.  Soon after this call, 
he became a Seventh-day Adventist 
through the campus ministry of 
Gateway Adventist Centre. 

In preparing for ministry Daniel has 
served as a Youth Pastoral Worker 
and loves to read widely.  He has also 
worked outside the church. 

Simon Gigliotti

I grew up with my four brothers in 
North Queensland in the Atherton 
Tablelands, on a mango/produce farm.  
Later in life I worked as a plumber for 
six years before going on to become a 
Bible worker and school chaplain for 
two years.  

Avondale College to study Ministry 
and Theology was my next step.  Here 
I met my beautiful wife Brittany.  We 
are passionate about serving God, 
especially in our new role in the 
Victorian Youth Department. 

It’s our desire that our young people 
experience “LIFE with Jesus”. 

Rosemary Andrykanus

Rose grew up in St Kilda, Melbourne.  
After graduating high school, she 
completed a Bachelor of Science 
(Hons.) at Monash University, majoring 
in Environmental Science and Geology.  
She worked as a research assistant 
at her university before volunteering 
at ADRA Laos for a year.  God called 
her into ministry in 2013 and she 
completed the Grad. Dip of Ministry/
Theo in 2016. 

She likes birds, hiking, good food, and 
journeying alongside people as they get 
to know Jesus. 

IntraVic

News from our...
Literature Evangelists

Late last year, Nunawading Christian 
College's annual Primary School Book 
Fair was held over three days.  Karen 
Horsley, the Fair coordinator and 
chaplain, requested the involvement 
of a Christian pop-up bookstore.  
Students and parents were able to 
browse a wide range of our well-loved 
Bible, nature and health stories from 
the Signs Publishing Company, utilising 
the Literature Evangeliosts' initiative, 
the "Living Well Pop-up Bookstore."

And in December, Northpoint 
requested LE involvement at their 
annual Christmas Toy Extravaganza, 
where the Northpoint team work 
tirelessly to provide generous gifts for 
families in their area of influence.

A number of families were pleased to 
receive a free copy of an older volume 
of Uncle Arthur's Bible Stories (ex-

display), expressing interest in an in-
home display of the updated series in 
the new year.                       Sandy Wallis

The Victorian and Tasmanian LE 
teams joined forces for a professional 
development program at the Victorian 
Conference office, just after 
Big Camp.

They came together to  be 
inspired, encouraged and 
better equipped to serve 
in their calling as front 
line workers for our soon 
coming Saviour.

After a time of Bible study 
and sharing, speaker 

Jared French gave four excellent 
presentations to equip each one 
there to better serve the community.  
Much emphasis was placed on the 
importance of working together as 
a united team and to also allow God 
to further develop us into a more 
professional and effective Literature 
Evangelist.

Understanding that the secret of 
success is the union of divine power 
with human effort, we will continue 
to faithfully partner with God and His 
church to prepare many, through the 
means of our literature and media, for 
the coming of Jesus.               Joe Paola

Daniel and Stephenie Simon and Brittany

Rosemary
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Media Release
Sanitarium

The Sanitarium Cooranbong Factory is 
on track for closure in August 2018 and 
the first reminders of this significant 
change are becoming evident.  Staff 
at the factory are working through the 
transfer of Weet-Bix Bites technology 
to the Sanitarium Brisbane site and 
the setup of new Weet-Bix factory lines 
at Berkeley Vale.  An important step in 
the closure program is the process of 
completing production on Sanitarium’s 
loose cereal products as the company 
commences exiting its small range 
in this section of the breakfast cereal 
category.

This means that Sanitarium staff 
have made the last batch of Honey 
Weets and an Adventist Church family 
favourite, Granola.  There is more to 
come with production coming to an end 
on Granola Clusters, Cornflakes, Light 
‘n’ Tasty and Puffed Wheat.

Australian consumers will commence 
seeing in-store notification of product 
range deletions in coming weeks as 
product lines become unavailable.  
Estimated stock run out dates range 
from the end of June to the end of 
September, 2017.  Some products will 
continue to be available in Independent 
stores longer than in the larger 
supermarket chains.

Adventist Book Centres (ABC 
Bookshops) that stock Sanitarium 
products have been advised of the 
limited availability of stock to enable 
them to order the last of available stock 
- particularly Granola!  

On the announcement of the 
Cooranbong Factory closure 
Sanitarium management indicated that 
changing consumer breakfast eating 
trends was resulting in a worldwide 
steady decline in the loose flake 
cereals market.  In Australia, consumer 
spend in the loose flake cereals 
category has decreased significantly 
year upon year and as a company we 

have experienced a 65% reduction 
in loose cereal production volumes 
over the past 5-6 years. Therefore, to 
continue investing in this range was not 
a financially viable option for us.

“These changes in product range relate 
only to the Australian market and it will 
lead us to continued development of 
new food innovation for our Weet-Bix 
and liquid breakfast range and new, 
relevant, healthy, portable and tasty 
breakfast foods for the future”, says 
Todd Saunders, Executive General 
Manager for Sanitarium Australia and 
New Zealand.

 “I am sure you can appreciate the 
significance of this change; not just 
to some of our heritage brands loved 
by loyal consumers.  This change is 
also impacting our people who have 
faithfully produced these quality 
products for many years”, he continues. 
“Please remember our staff in your 
thoughts and prayers as they begin to 
make the difficult transition in their 
work and personal life”.

Darren Hagen
Communications Manager

(for more information please 
contact Darren on 02 4348 7777                

darren.hagen@sanitarium.com.au

my*mission Cafe 
Gilson College
This year during Big Camp at Elmore, 
staff from Gilson College volunteered 
their time to raise funds for the 
education of young people in Myanmar 
by cooking and serving food at the my* 
mission café.  During this time many of 
us were asked  ‘What is my* mission and 
how does it work?’ 

my* mission is short for Myanmar 
Mission and the since the beginning 
of the Adventist work in Burma (as 
it was then known) there has been a 
long and rich history of connections 
between Australia and this part of 
south-east Asia.  First there were the 
Australian literature evangelists and 
the missionaries that followed in the 
early 1900s.  Following on from this, 
Eric B Hare and his wife Agnes helped 
to establish the work among the Karen 
in Ohndaw (1915).  Many Adventists 
will remember exciting stories from 
books such as Jungle Storyteller, Clever 
Queen, Jungle Heroes and Treasure 
From the Haunted Pagoda. 

That link between Australia and Myanmar 
continues with help from my* mission, an 
association of staff from Gilson College. 

The staff (and students of Gilson College 
who made some of the food) thank you 
for your support and are pleased to share 
that 100% of all funds raised goes to 
our projects which are as follows: my* 
mission is a partner supporter of  two 
orphanages and two schools and the sole 
supporter of 20 teachers in Myanmar. 

We thank you for your support and so do 
the kids in Myanmar.              Mark Vodell

my*mission cafe at Big Camp

Production for Granola is
FINISHED 

however for a short time it is still 
available at the Vic ABC

Hurry so you don't miss out!
call 03 9234 7777 to place an order
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Make your own Geode Rock
A geode is a rock with a surprise inside.  They are 
partially hollow inside and lined with sparkling mineral 
crystals.
The directions are really pretty easy.  You will need these 
basic supplies:
• Borax
• Saucepan
• 2 cups of water
• Eggs (as many as you want to make)
• Food coloring

First, crack each egg near the narrow end and remove a 
small portion of the shell at the top of the egg.
Pour out the contents of the egg and discard.

Next, add 2 cups of water into a saucepan, add food 
coloring of your choice, and then mix together.  Add 
Borax soap to the water until the water is well saturated 
with Borax (probably about 1 cup or more).  Bring the 
mixture to a boil, remove from heat. (If you want to use 
multiple colors, divide the Borax water and then add the 
food coloring after boiling.)
           Pour the water mixture into each egg.
                        Allow the water to evaporate over a few              
                                  days to a week.  All the water may not  
                                       evaporate.  If this  is the case, pour  
                                               the extra water from the shell.   
                                                    Let your kids crack the  
                                                         shells open to find their  
                                                                          geodes

Take ___________
, I am here.  
Matthew 14:27 – 

Mawtha moth

Olivia owl

We know what real 
_________ is because 
___________gave up 
His __________ for 
us.         John 3:16

Our great power 
is from ______ 
and not from 
___________.      
2nd Corinthians 4:7

Ray glow worm

Oh ____________ 
you alone are my 
__________  Ps 71:5 

Sal Salamandar

This year at Big Camp in the Kindy 
Division we went on a ‘Cave Quest’ 
and learnt that to show we have the 
faith in Jesus we need to follow Him!

Julie CattonDirector of Children's Ministries30 9264 7777

Family Worship Idea:

After a week has passed, choose one of  the eggs you have made.  
Remember that Jesus gives us hope. (Follow him!) Hope makes us 

feel happy or excited inside because

we believe something good could happen. Believe it or not, you will 
find something incredible inside the egg.

Crack open the egg gently.  What do you see inside?

Jesus’ hope lives inside us—sort of  like these sparkly

crystals are inside the rock. Hope means we trust that

good things will happen, even when life is hard. I’m glad

that Jesus gives us hope! (Follow him!)

With your family talk about some hard times you 
have faced and how trusting in Jesus gave you the 

hope you needed to get through it. 

The Science Behind The Experiment:
As the water evaporates from the eggs, 
Borax crystals deposit on the sides of  the 
eggs creating geode eggs. The geode egg 
is very similar to an actual geode. 

22 | IntraVic



Notices
For more information or to 
register for select events 
go to 
Vic.Adventist.org.au  
(Registrations 
and further info 
on left hand side 
of homepage, or 
go to News and 
Announcements 
tab at top)

Back to GeelonG
Celebrating 120 years… November 4 – 
set the date aside

Women’s inspirational day
May 27 register at vic.adventist.org.au

reneW Women’s conference 
July 23-25 at Phillip Island Adventure 
Resort.
Register at vic.adventist.org.au

Victorian adult adVentist sinGles
Christmas in July – RSVP by July 7

diGital discipleship conference
14-16 July at the UNSW Campus Sydney

WantinG a sea chanGe 
... to a ‘country’ pace of live and a rural 
church community?  Located thirty 
minutes from Hamilton where we 
have an active church presence, this 
property may be for you…

spd’s moVe With the poWer youth 
leadership conference
September 27 – October 1 – Early Bird 
registration 26 June 2017 Pass it on!

concert of Beautiful music at 
adVentcare Whitehorse 
June 3 at 3pm

employment opportunity in the 
Victorian conference finance Dept
Applications closing June 2

Make your own Geode Rock
A geode is a rock with a surprise inside.  They are 
partially hollow inside and lined with sparkling mineral 
crystals.
The directions are really pretty easy.  You will need these 
basic supplies:
• Borax
• Saucepan
• 2 cups of water
• Eggs (as many as you want to make)
• Food coloring

First, crack each egg near the narrow end and remove a 
small portion of the shell at the top of the egg.
Pour out the contents of the egg and discard.

Next, add 2 cups of water into a saucepan, add food 
coloring of your choice, and then mix together.  Add 
Borax soap to the water until the water is well saturated 
with Borax (probably about 1 cup or more).  Bring the 
mixture to a boil, remove from heat. (If you want to use 
multiple colors, divide the Borax water and then add the 
food coloring after boiling.)
           Pour the water mixture into each egg.
                        Allow the water to evaporate over a few              
                                  days to a week.  All the water may not  
                                       evaporate.  If this  is the case, pour  
                                               the extra water from the shell.   
                                                    Let your kids crack the  
                                                         shells open to find their  
                                                                          geodes

Take ___________
, I am here.  
Matthew 14:27 – 

Mawtha moth

Olivia owl

We know what real 
_________ is because 
___________gave up 
His __________ for 
us.         John 3:16

Our great power 
is from ______ 
and not from 
___________.      
2nd Corinthians 4:7

Ray glow worm

Oh ____________ 
you alone are my 
__________  Ps 71:5 

Sal Salamandar

This year at Big Camp in the Kindy 
Division we went on a ‘Cave Quest’ 
and learnt that to show we have the 
faith in Jesus we need to follow Him!

Julie CattonDirector of Children's Ministries30 9264 7777

Family Worship Idea:

After a week has passed, choose one of  the eggs you have made.  
Remember that Jesus gives us hope. (Follow him!) Hope makes us 

feel happy or excited inside because

we believe something good could happen. Believe it or not, you will 
find something incredible inside the egg.

Crack open the egg gently.  What do you see inside?

Jesus’ hope lives inside us—sort of  like these sparkly

crystals are inside the rock. Hope means we trust that

good things will happen, even when life is hard. I’m glad

that Jesus gives us hope! (Follow him!)

With your family talk about some hard times you 
have faced and how trusting in Jesus gave you the 

hope you needed to get through it. 

The Science Behind The Experiment:
As the water evaporates from the eggs, 
Borax crystals deposit on the sides of  the 
eggs creating geode eggs. The geode egg 
is very similar to an actual geode. 
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THE NATURAL HABITAT FOR
A HEALTHY RETIREMENT

Palatial apartments, a stunning woodland setting and endless ways to 
achieve a healthy, balanced lifestyle – it’s all at Pavilions Blackburn Lake. 

Take a dip in the pool, join in a bocce tournament, watch a movie in 
the cinema or borrow a bike and explore the glorious urban oasis. 

It’s your life, live it your way.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST
CALL 1800 728 454

PAVILIONSBLACKBURNLAKE.COM.AU

The Editor reserves the right to edit and include or exclude all articles submitted.  Those not included or heavily edited due to lack of space may be posted 
on Facebook and the Conference news website.  The Editor also reserves the right to restrict advertising – generally commercial advertising is not accepted 

and accommodation notices must be accompanied by a reference from the local Pastor.  If accepted, notices will appear on Facebook and the Conference 
website.  Neither the Editor nor the Seventh-day Adventist Church is responsible for the quality of the services advertised and posting of them does not 

indicate endorsement. Photographs of minors must be accompanied by parental/guardian permission to use the photos in print and on the web.
Bible verses are from various versions which may include NIV, NKJV and Clear Word.


