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How can anyone put his faith in Christ if he's never
 even heard about Him?  How can he hear about
 Him if no one tells?
Romans 10:14
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Victorian Conference News                               October 2014
Bringing you news from our local churches across Victoria and from our Conference Departments, sharing
 information, inspiration and encouragement

From the Editor

Praise God for Gracious People
By Graeme Christian

 “Which church do you attend?”  I’m often asked.  If I replied, “The Seventh-day Adventist Church,”
 would you understand what I mean?  
 Since I’ve been with the Victorian Conference, I’ve been wanting to know and be known, to seeand be
 seen and I only know one way for that to happen.
Visit – a different church each Sabbath -- and I’ve never visited more churches in the space of a year. 
 The tally is over 40 now – in 12 months.  Only 55 to go, because I do want to visit every church in
 Victoria as soon as possible.

 So what have I observed?  Our churches are different – no two are, nor should be, the same.
 City – country.                                           Conservative – contemporary.
 Established – being established.                  Bigger – smaller.
 Growing – declining.                                  Older – younger. 
 Mission driven – maintenance oriented.                                                  

 All fit on somewhere on the spectrum.
 And I’ve visited churches mid-week too – to talk pastoral staffing and other things.
 What have I learned?  Lots:

1. People value their pastors – praise God!
2. People value our youth!  Youth ministry grows well under the leadership of senior pastors – there

 are loads of specific examples in our conference – and young people are saying it.  Praise God!
3. Our churches have a heart for mission.  As a people, we’re wanting to be effective in achieving the

 task Jesus gave us – and we’re working on it and praying for it.  Praise God!
4. Our leaders are passionate about their churches.  Praise God!

Subscribe Share Past Issues RSSTranslate

http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/?u=f1529f6198783b6687d0ef8b4&id=3318123708&e=[UNIQID]
http://eepurl.com/Tf7W1
http://eepurl.com/Tf7W1
http://us3.campaign-archive1.com/home/?u=f1529f6198783b6687d0ef8b4&id=8d5fc34339
http://us3.campaign-archive1.com/home/?u=f1529f6198783b6687d0ef8b4&id=8d5fc34339
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/feed?u=f1529f6198783b6687d0ef8b4&id=8d5fc34339
http://us3.campaign-archive2.com/feed?u=f1529f6198783b6687d0ef8b4&id=8d5fc34339


IntraVic Oct 2014 Full Version for web

http://us3.campaign-archive1.com/?u=f1529f6198783b6687d0ef8b4&id=3318123708[22/10/2014 8:13:54 PM]

 Of course, there’s much more I could share – but let me say, one thing stands out.  As I’ve visited
 churches and met literally thousands of Seventh-day Adventists in our conference this year, I’ve met
 gracious people – again and again. 
 
  When we’re facing difficult decisions, I find our gracious people want
 to help.
  When there’s tough stuff to do, I find gracious people who want to
 cooperate. 
  When there seems to be ‘no other way forward’ I find gracious people
 who are understanding of the challenges. 

 Wasn’t it Jesus who said, “You’ll know them by their fruits?” 
Praise God for gracious people!

Local Church News

Sown Seeds Are Flowering
Weribee Church

 Spring is a time when the seeds planted in the
 early winter months begin to sprout, when the
 first green shoots of new life become visible. 
 Joe Micalef who, through the midwinter months,
 diligently attended the Geoff Youlden evangelical
 program, Life after Life, was baptised at
 Werribee church on the second Sabbath of
 Spring.
 Joe’s faith journey is a testament to the
 importance of evangelism.  We may be
 impatient for results, but like seeds germinating
 in the hidden depth of the soil, so too is the
 work of the Holy Spirit on those, like Joe, who
 attend evangelical programs.  
 Although Joe is physically impaired, he was
 determined to be baptised at Werribee church -
 a church with an aboveground font, which is
 awkward to navigate even for the able-bodied.

that has nurtured his spiritual growth since the
 evangelism series of presentations.

Yes, even though Joe made his way into the font
 rather tentatively (aided by a couple of our burly
 yet gentle deacons) and, no doubt, with some
 trepidation awaited full immersion (the font is
 rather small), he emerged smiling, obviously
 moved by this life changing experience.  
It was a blessing to witness Joe’s baptism; a
 baptism where the Holy Spirit was so obviously
 present.  Later, Pastor Nikola Trajkov presented
 Joe to the congregation and to the elders,
 reminding everyone of his or her sacred duty to
 continue to nourish Joe spiritually, ensuring that
 his growth through Christ continues unabated
 through all of the seasons of his life. 
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As Joe will attest, however, it is also a church
 

Robert Bryson

Man on a Mission

 Sunday, September 7th was a Fathers’ Day with a

 difference!  People from around Melbourne gathered
 for an Indian banquet, in support of Lakpahana
 Adventist College.
 The College, caring for the educational needs of local
 children in its region in Sri Lanka, had sent a plea for
 help: funds were needed to repair their tractor,
 generator and the general neglect of the college.
  Nearly $10,000 was needed to get the College back
 in working order and restart its soy plant as a sustainable income source.
 Sam Arulanandam met the challenge head on, and gives God the glory for the response he received. 
 With assistance from members of Safe Haven International Inc, as well as church members from the
 eastern suburbs, a three-course Indian banquet, with live entertainment, for up to 300 people was
 planned.  Food was donated by non-Adventist restaurants, whose owners were moved by the cause, and
 drink by Patritti wines.

 Problems arose that would give most of us good reason to cancel – but Sam’s consistent and humble
 response was “No problem, lets pray about it.”
 Under the skilled supervision of Molsy Arulanandam, a small but dedicated team worked Saturday night,
 and were up early Sunday, in preparation.  Two special women from Sydney, Prakash and Rukmani, had
 flown down for the event; and with their tireless effort and ever smiling consideration of others in putting
 their hand to everything that needed to be done, provoked the rest of us to ‘love and good works’.
 Simmering rice cookers took up entire benches, tubs of fruit were spectacular in their enormous
 cascading colours and Molsy’s delicious soy curry filled a small vat that needed an oar to stir it and a fire
 of its own to cook it on, outside.  More than one volunteer must have prayed for assistance from the
 angels, as the momentum of the behind-the-scenes activity accelerated with the arrival of the boys and
 girls in their professional black and white attire for waiting on tables.

 Guests arrived with smiles and happy greetings.  Friends were welcomed and seated, tended to by young
 waiters and waitresses dressed in black and white.  Kingsley Wood introduced the Master of Ceremonies,
 Ken Mulholland, and then offered grace and the feast began.  
 Delicious entrees of samosas, curried cauliflower and pakoras  were served, along with refreshing
 sparkling red and white grape-juice.  Hunger appeased, the ever-lively MC began the entertainment. 
 Yolanta and her Joyful Singers lead a cheery atmosphere of song and praise.
  This was followed by the promised curries, all different but all equally yum, served with saffron rice and
 green salad.  Solos from artists Yolanta Mielczarek and Edward Bokovic included “You Lift Me Up” and
 “I’m Just A Man” thrilled the audience.  
 Children were involved in a game of running around collecting from all the seated adults to fill Ken’s very
 large bowl of money, which actually amounted to a (surprising) grand total of $2,500.  An auction was
 held and thanks to the generous donation of a latest model computer, another $2,600 was raised.
 

 Gulabjamun balls, fruit salad and ice-cream topped off the meal and
 guests left, having each one been a witness to the showering of
 God’s blessings.
 God truly opened the windows of heaven to save Lakpahana. The
 three-course Indian lunch ran over the Safe Haven International Inc.
 goal of $9,500 like a cup that overflowed.  Let our prayers be full of
 thanksgiving that the vision of restoring the Lakpahana Adventist
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 College can become a reality.

Appreciation goes to all who helped: the Safe Haven members
especially Ken Williams for diligently taking photos of the event; Peter
 Scott for his invaluable assistance; Sam and Molsy Arulanandam; and
 every single person who donated.
 May the amazing results bring glory to our Father in Heaven.

Mandy Howe

Come Join Us
Macedon Ranges Church
    
Macedon Ranges Seventh-day Church New Gisborne is celebrating

 its 18th birthday and homecoming on November 29th 2014. All
 current and ex-members are invited to join in the celebrations.
 Come along and catch up with old friends, reminisce and share
 some stories. If you have any photos of the church that you
 would be willing for us to use on the day, please write your name
 on the back and post them to PO Box 522 Gisborne Victoria 3437,
 or you can email them to justin.martin@gilson.vic.edu.au 
If you would like to attend please call Sylvia on 0410 055 609 or
 Gladys on 0403 667 510. 

Justin Martin

RTB Time
By Simone Mifsud

Motorcyle Ministry
By Christ Howard Bath

mailto:justin.martin@gilson.vic.edu.au
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 Be our guest as we celebrate 20 amazing years
 of Road to Bethlehem. Take a journey back in
 time with family and friends and relive past
 moments and memories of this amazing ministry.
 Be engaged in the celebrations and festivities of
 this very unique event, whilst re- experiencing
 the very journey that captures the true meaning
 of Christmas – the birth of our Saviour, Jesus
 Christ
  
 Tickets are available from 9.00am Monday, 24th

 of November. Visit www.roadtobethlehem.org to
 book online or call 03 9264 7770
  
 Volunteer your time, and be blessed by being a
 part of an incredible team committed to this
 special celebration! Whatever your talent or
 gifting, we have a position for you!!! Builders,
 parking attendants, greeters, face painters,
 home chefs, organisers, cleaners, rubbish
 collectors, animal carers; the list you see is
 endless. No experience required!
 The leading role of Baby Jesus is also vacant! We
 are seeking babies who are less than 3mths old
 as of December. So if you are a mother of an
 infant please contact Shelley ASAP on 0407 543
 815.
 We are also looking for a committed group of
 people to assist with sound and lighting set up
 on Friday 5th and Sunday 7th of December.  No
 technical experience/skills required – just
 willingness to help.  Contact Adrian on 0418 502
 296 to register your interest. 

 These are the days we need you!
SET UP days are:
 Sunday 30th November from 8.00am-1.00pm 
 Sunday 7thof December from 8.00am – 5.00pm.

GIFTBAG PACKING
 Saturday 6th December from 2pm onwards

PACK UP days 
 Thursday Night 11th December from 11.00pm –

 2.00am
 Friday 12th December from 9.00am – 5.00pm

 Sunday 14th of December 8.00am – 2.00pm

 A roster is available for those who want to help
 but have limited time to invest. All help is greatly
 appreciated!!

 To volunteer contact Simone Mifsud on
 0413171916 or Moe Stiles on 0423793466;
 alternatively you may contact us via email at
 rtbvic@gmail.com
  

Adventist Motorcycle Ministry hit the road for a
 run to Wangaratta.  Despite rainy and drizzly
 weather the preceding week, the forecast
 promised fine warm conditions and we weren’t
 disappointed.
We met up at the Shell just east of Lilydale and
 had a magical run through to Yea for lunch then
 the back roads to Euroa for a ride up the
 freeway to Wangaratta.
After checking in to our cabin accommodation
 and topping up the tanks for the ride home, we
 met up with Pastor Quinten for an early pre-
Sabbath dinner at a local Thai restaurant.
Sabbath morning was again perfect and we hit
 the lovely little church and parked right in the
 middle of the church entrance... sorry about
 that.  J
We were warmly welcomed by all and our
 fearless leader John gave a report on his recent
 visit to Ukraine for Sabbath School Prelim’s.  We
 then proceeded to swell the numbers in the
 Sabbath School class.

For the service, John once again gave an inspiring
 sermon on Literature Evangelism with some
 amazing stories of his experiences.
After the service we had a bit of fellowship time
 for a few photos and then retired to Allan &
 Carol’s for Lunch.
Thank you so much Wangaratta Church for your
 warm welcome and hospitality.  It was a perfect
 run for AMM!
The long way back, through Whitfield then on to
 Melbourne was another spectacular ride. Check
 out the photos on our facebook
 page, http://www.facebook.com/movemelord
If you are interested in joining Adventist
 Motorcycle Ministry contact us on facebook or
 email us at johnbrereton@adventist.org.au 
 or soapyhb@gmail.com  “P” & “L” Plate riders
 welcome!

http://www.roadtobethlehem.org/
http://www.facebook.com/movemelord
mailto:johnbrereton@adventist.org.au
mailto:soapyhb@gmail.com
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 Give up Jesus?
By Janelle Imri

 What would you give up Jesus for?
 This was the question we posed to our children and youth in Geelong.  The resounding answer was
 “nothing, nothing, nothing !!”.  Praise God.
 The challenge now, to make that answer be imprinted on their hearts for the rest of their lives. 
 Thankfully we had two of the most wonderful speakers on such matters share their time and knowledge
 with us.  Pastor Daron Pratt (Children's and Family Ministries at Seventh-day Adventist Church (SPD)
 Limited) and Katherine Darroch (Children's Ministries Director Victoria)  joined forces to share a Sabbath
 with our church family young and old alike. 
 The devil is working hard for our children and he is using every means possible to distract and deter, this
 we all know. Geelong are now prepared and empowered.  Pr. Daron Pratt shared with us the importance
 of the 4-14 window and the relevance of intergenerational worship.  Katherine explained the 7 essentials
 to shaping out children’s faith.  This is a wonderful resource we have available to our churches.  Our
 children, parents, grandparents and extended church family have been given some powerful insight into
 their role in shaping our younger generations. 
 I don’t know how many dedications I’ve been to where the church as a whole are asked “ who here will
 support this child and parents in their walk with the Lord?”.  I now know exactly how I can do that.  A
 chance to help commit a life to the Lord could be sitting right under your nose, look down.
 Thank you Pr Daron and Katherine for loving our children so much you “Let the little children come to
 Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”

Kid's Spot
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Conference News

Heading
By AUTHOR
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Peter's Baptism
L.E - Joe Paola

 At the country market in Deniliquin, Peter
 (Echuca Church Member) was selling his coins. 
 Along came Peter (The Bikie), who had an
 interest in coins.  Conversation developed and
 before long they were talking about God.
 Over the next few years they became good
 friends and the religious discussions continued. 
 The Bikie’s interest in God continued to grow and
 so The Church Member organized to have 3ABN
 installed at his home.  He was invited to church
 and began visiting Frankston Church where he
 began Bible studies with Trent Martin, and later
 Errol Desilva.
 One Sabbath, Peter (The Church Member) was
 visiting Frankton and he introduced me to Peter
 (The Bikie).  We shared our testimonies and then
 I asked Peter for his address because I wanted
 to visit him.
 The following week I called in to see him and it
 was like we had known each other for years. 
 Peter comes from a very rough and tough
 background.  His bikie life was a life always living
 on the edge.  “I’ve done it all” he said. “The sex,
 drugs and rock n roll!  But I’ve given it up.  God
 is more important to me now.”
 During my visit I discovered that years ago a
 faithful Literature Evangelist in the Cheltenham
 area sold to his ex in-laws a set of Uncle Arthur’s
 Bible Stories and the books were eventually
 passed down to Peter, which he has been
 reading to his little girl, Jasmine - over the last
 nine months they have read through the set
 twice!
 Among Peter’s purchases, was a small bible to
 give to one of his bikie friends.
 Early September, Sabbath Peter was baptised in
 the Frankston church.

25,000 Spins
ADRA - Braden Blyde

Registrations are now open and the limited
 spaces filling fast.
Date: 8 – 10 Feb 2015
Costs: $150 – rego + jersey + accommodation
 and some meals
Register now at: the website by clicking HERE
Plus – Sign up with a friend (who hasn’t been on
 a 25000spins ride before) and get up to a $100
 donation towards ADRA to kick start your
 fundraising.  LIMITED TIME ONLY
ADRA CEO to join $1 million charity ride
 Despite not owning a ‘real bike’ Mark Webster,
 CEO of ADRA Australia has committed to riding
 alongside supporters in the 2015 Great Ocean
 Road ride.
 “I’m not really a cyclist – but I’m a big believer
 in doing whatever we can to help people
 experience life as it was meant to be,” said Mr
 Webster. “I also believe it’s important to
 genuinely thank our supporters whenever I can.”
 “That’s why I’ll be puffing it out alongside 120
 others cycling the Great Ocean Road next year.”
 The ride, organised by not-for-profit 25000spins,
 is also set to break the $1 million mark for funds
 raised through the organisations charity cycling
 events.
 “I lived an incredibly blessed life,” said Craig
 Shipton, the man behind 25000spins. “When I
 look at poverty around the world – and
 particularly the 17 kids that die every minute as
 a result – I feel compelled to act. Organising
 these cycling events is my way of using my skills
 and interests to make the world a better place.”
 “Last year, ADRA riders raised more than
 $100,000 for our work improving people’s access
 to sustainable food sources,” said Mr Webster.
 “This year, we’ll be riding in support of
 malnourished kids in Indonesia – and the work
 ADRA is doing to ensure they have opportunities

http://greatoceanrd25000spins2015.gofundraise.com.au/
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 to thrive.”
 ADRA’s INSTINCT project is working with
 parents, care-givers and local health services to
 improve the nutrition of more than 20,000
 malnourished children in Indonesia’s remote
 east.
 In addition to the Great Ocean Road ride
 (February 2015) fundraising rides for ADRA
 Australia also include the Queenstown Classic
 (March), London to Paris (July – coincides with
 Tour de France) and Swiss Adventure (July). 

God had other plans…
L.E. - Brendan Scale

 I first met David and Val about 7-8 years ago.  They are committed Uniting Church members who have
 retired.  They purchased the Final Events DVD from me and also 'The Great Controversy'.
 Val told me, after she read it, that she approached her minister and asked him why he doesn't preach
 the things that are contained in our books.
 I have kept in touch with them over the years.  And then the Vic Conference LE Team came to Horsham
 and I was out with Joe in David and Val's area.  We knocked on their door and we had a good catch up
 time.  They invited us in and asked about products on natural healing.
 Joe and I showed them the Foods and Plants volumes and then Val brought out one of our first medical
 volumes and told us how she loved them.  Joe proceeded to tell her that we now have up to date current
 volumes on the same topics.
 Immediately David said, "I want them," referring to the Foods and Plants.  Val followed by saying she will
 take the Family Medical Care set.
 Together they bought the lot. They are a retired, older
 couple and this experience reminded me to never be
 confined by what I think are the parameters of the
 customer.  I never expected them to ever outlay such a
 large amount of money for our books in one hit.
 God had other plans...
 Before leaving they were happy to receive our Beyond
 DVDs and we also invited them to church on Sabbath. 
 They accepted and it was a joy to have them worship
 with us.
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 News from our Schools
by Titilia Hafiz

YEAR 11 MISSION TRIP
 Edinburgh College Secondary Campus
 The Year 11 Service trip saw a group of 22 enthusiastic students travel to the remote village community
 of Ama-paleo, located on Malo Island.  The community revolves around a Primary school that serves the
 local area.  They had been praying for 39 years for a group to come and assist them to expand their
 facilities with a new class-room. 
 The students, led by local handymen, worked tirelessly mixing concrete, carrying blocks and rendering
 walls.  The days started early with a 5.30 wakeup call, a 6:00am breakfast with work commencing at
 6:30am. We were blessed with some cloud cover that allowed for slightly more conducive work
 temperatures. 
 Each team member was “adopted” by a local village family.  This facilitated a high level of integration
 with the community and immersion in the local language.  The group successfully completed a classroom
 in 4.5 days from scratch. 
 The impact on the local community was exceeded only by the impact on the students who attended. 
 We would like to thank all those involved and we look forward to the 2015 program.  

             

Organ Pipes and Gilson Hill
Gilson College Taylor's Hill Campus
 Earlier this year Gilson College was privileged to
 receive a joint grant with the Friends of Organ

DANIEL - A Hard Act to Swallow
 Gilson College – Mernda Campus
 Observing the students taking part in Gilson
 College’s 2014 production was encouraging and
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 Pipes National Park to re-establish a very
 degraded section of the park. Work has been
 underway in the area over the last few months,
 with machines digging out and removing
 unwanted trees and shrubs, as well as removing
 old car bodies and other waste materials.
 In conjunction with the Friends of Organ Pipes
 and Western Plains Flora, which supplied over
 1300 trees and shrubs, we asked our Year 8
 students to assist with this project once the site
 was ready for planting.
 Over the weeks commencing 11 August to 29
 August, each of the four classes spent a day at
 the park.  Divided into small groups, they took
 responsibility for the planting of 30 to 40 trees
 and shrubs. These were then watered in and
 had protective guards around them to keep out
 the rabbits and kangaroos. A local nurseryman
 provided the native tube stock, as well as the
 tools required to do the job. A water tank was
 on site to water the young trees, but a
 spontaneous opportunity to gather water from
 the local creek and haul it up the very steep
 slopes of the valley became a physical challenge
 for students to overcome.
 The area of the National Park that the Year 8
 students have been working in has now been
 dubbed ‘Gilson Hill’, which in itself will be a very
 powerful incentive for the College to provide a
 commitment to this program for no less than an
 expected thirty years into the future. Some
 students have already reported taking their
 parents to the area to boast of their spoils from
 their hard work.
 This is the beginning of what will be a long
 process of re-establishing some of the
 indigenous plants that grew in the area before
 European settlement. The students have been
 doing a magnificent job not only putting in the
 plants and their protective barriers but also
 enjoying the fresh air and great views that make
 up this natural environment. Well done Year 8s
 and we look forward to seeing our endeavours
 grow in the coming years and to when we can
 say, “I planted that tree!”

 uplifting for the College community, as students
 stepped onto the stage and shone in the
 musical Daniel-A Hard Act to Swallow.
  
 Cleverly interpreted, a story that is over two and
 a half thousand years old and based on the
 Biblical character of Daniel, enthralled the
 audience young and old. The narrative was
 peppered with a rich range of catchy and
 melodic songs with solos, duets and choir
 overlays- truly amazing. All this framed in
 colourful and dazzling costumes.
  
 A polished production was delivered and
 overwhelmingly good as you consider the
 combination of student age (7-14), long list of
 songs and fun dance routines mostly
 choreographed by a student.  The performance
 was very successful with feedback from the
 teachers ranging from: ’Epic!’ and ‘… exceeded
 our expectations.’ to ‘They stepped up to the
 challenge.’ and 'They put in 110%.’to ‘Oh, the
 singing was exceptional!'
  
  Witnessing the growth in confidence and skill
 has been wonderfully gratifying for all
 involved. The hard work of the teachers and
 students’ to perfect their parts, family support in
 the learning of lines and lyrics and teacher
 flexibility over the last nine weeks certainly paid
 off in an outstanding performance and yes it has
 been a lot of work, but equally it has been a lot
 of fun. Congratulations to the students of Gilson
 College.

             

Facilitator Training
Health Ministry -  Sibilla Johnson

Health Ministry Training Course to Commence again in February 2015
(22144VIC Certificate IV in Presenting Community Health Education Programs)
This training course is designed for our church members, and others, who are interested in following and
 presenting a Christian whole-person ministry to their communities and church members in a relevant,



IntraVic Oct 2014 Full Version for web

http://us3.campaign-archive1.com/?u=f1529f6198783b6687d0ef8b4&id=3318123708[22/10/2014 8:13:54 PM]

 credible manner.  Health is much more than life without pain and disease.  It is a state of complete
 physical, mental, spiritual and social well-being.
Development of the training course is ongoing and in its present form has received an excellent response
 from participants, Health Directors in local Conferences, the Division, and General Conference.
There is a firm commitment to keep this training course constantly updated, not only with the latest
 documented nutrition information, but also the best teaching methods. 
Course details
The course is divided into 21 study units, which cover subjects such as the ‘Adventist Health Philosophy’,
 ‘Nutrition’, ‘Advantages of a Vegetarian Diet’, ‘The Lifestyle Connection in Reducing the Risk of Disease’,
 ‘The Importance of Being Active’, ‘How to Plan and Conduct a Successful Health Out-reach Program’,
 ‘Marketing and Advertising’, ‘Effective Communication’, ‘Food Demonstrating’, and ‘Food Safety
 Principles’. 
In Melbourne the next training course will start at the Victorian Conference Office Sunday

 22nd of February 2015. 
If you are interested in joining, please email or ring for an information pack, which contains
 course details, a registration form, and two pre-course study units, one Bible based, and the
 other on the Ministry of Healing.
A large part of the course is by correspondence, with question sheets, assays and reading assignments
 that accompany the study units which are to be completed and returned for marking.  There is a 50 hour
 ‘face to face’ component that is conducted on 8 Sundays in Melbourne, where the practical subjects are
 taught, plus a review of home study units.
Course Fees
The cost of the course is $450.00, this is all inclusive and covers  expenses only, and for you includes the
 following:
              Training manual:                            Approximately 400 pages.
              Text book:                                     Nutrition and Wellness, Dr Winston Craig, 2011.
              Text book:                                    Food and Nutrition, Dr Mark Wahlqvist, 2011.
CD with 60 power point presentations suitable for Health Education Programs.
Plus a lunch meal on the training days,
Sundays time schedule: 9.30 am to 3.30 pm.
Please email or contact my secretary:
Tanya Karaoglanis (tanyakaraoglanis@adventist.org.au) if you are interested in taking part in this training
 course and joining the Victorian Conference Health Ministry Team.
Note, the class is limited to 15 people
Sibilla Johnson
National Trainer
Presenting Community Health Education Programs
Phone: 03 9264 7777
Email: sjohnson@adventist.org.au

Executive Report
By Graeme Christian

 Time just keeps ticking away. It’s just over a year since the conference constituency meeting and I
 cannot help reflect on what’s happened in the Victorian Conference, and where we’re going.
 A year ago, I found the learning curve was incredibly steep – I’m the first to admit that.  There was so
 much to get my head around, so many people to meet, so many commitments to keep – it seemed that
 no matter how much time I put in, I couldn’t get on top of everything quickly enough.  In that context,
 I’m very thankful for the Year of Evangelism and the plans that had been set for the conference for 2014
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 – thanks to the previous administration and the faithful work of Pr Craig Gillis who coordinated the
 evangelistic plan for 2014. 
 But 2014 is fast slipping away. Where are we headed now?
 I have great news!
 The recent conference committee voted a five year strategic approach for evangelism – 2015 to 2019.
 We’ve learned a lot from what has been achieved this year, and we’re wanting to build on it.
 While the plan is initially for Melbourne, we’re not ignoring our rural areas and the other cities within our
 territories.  You will hear more of this in the next edition of IntraVic.
 I have more great news!
 The conference committee also voted, as a fluid, working document, a strategic plan for the conference.
 This has grown out of consultation with administration, departmental leadership and pastors.  There has
 been wide input, and all has been taken on board.  At this stage it’s still a big picture overview and we’re
 continuing to work on the details.
 Now for an overview of the other work of the conference committee.

1 New Member of the Executive Committee and Board of Directors 
 Mr Michael Imrie, who works for It Is Written Oceania, has accepted the appointment as a member of
 the conference committee.  We believe his contribution will add value to an already robust committee
 that is committed to seeing our conference flourish as we focus on our core business and ensure other
 aspects of church work are cared for adequately.

2 Recommendation re Credentials 
 As per usual practice, we are recommending to the Australian Union Conference that ministerial
 credentials be provided for Pastor Luis Bermudez as he has now been ordained.

3 Operating Reports  
 In short, all signs currently indicate that all three companies (Church, Schools and AdventCare) will
 achieve surpluses for the current year.  We thank God for His blessing and we thank all who faithfully
 return tithes and offering.  Expenses have been curbed and income has been maximised to the extent
 we’ve been able, and as we work towards the budget for 2015, we’re looking hard for any opportunities
 for cost saving.  We’re committed to working within our means and keeping our mission focused activity
 as strong as possible.

4 Associate Education Director 
 The Education Board of Directors has recommended the appointment of an Associate Education Director
 to commence January 2015. The intent of this position is to ensure a succession plan and to cover the
 responsibilities of Learning & Teaching and Induction and Mentoring roles.  Approval was given, and the
 Appointments Committee was requested to make the appointment.  We anticipate this will take place
 next month.

5 Whitehorse AdventCare Sabbath Programs 
 Fostering Adventist Ethos is of prime importance, and Sabbath services are very significant.  Given
 that the Nunawading church has withdrawn official support to just one Sabbath per month because
 of their own resource issues, we’ve asked the Pastoral Staffing Committee to consider how there may be
 a more definite link between Nunawading Church and the Whitehorse facility with strategic appointments
 regarding the chaplaincy role.

6 Approval to relocate - MASDAC 
 A request was approved for the Melbourne Asian Seventh-day Adventist Church to sell their church and
 relocate to a more suitable location.  The MASDAC church has effectively outgrown their facility and in
 order to keep growing, it’s time to move on.  Please pray that this process will go smoothly.

7 Approval for Loan Application – Gilson College Taylor’s Hill 
 It was resolved to approve an external bank loan application for Gilson College, year 7 & 8 buildings.
 So that’s it.
  While a number of routine matters were addressed, it’s great to see progress in mission, strategy and
 financial viability.  However, now if ever is the time to keep praying that God leads our church and our
 institutions.  We were just reading a very relevant passage from Desire of Ages and I want to share it
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 with you – especially the last sentence.
 “In the estimation of the rabbis it was the sum of religion to be always in a bustle of activity.  They
 depended upon some outward performance to show their superior piety.  Thus they separated their souls
 from God, and built themselves up in self-sufficiency.  The same dangers still exist.  As activity increases
 and men become successful in doing any work for God, there is danger of trusting to human plans and
 methods.  There is a tendency to pray less, and to have less faith.  Like the disciples, we are in danger of
 losing sight of our dependence on God, and seeking to make a saviour of our activity.  We need to look
 constantly to Jesus, realizing that it is His power which does the work.  While we are to labour earnestly
 for the salvation of the lost, we must also take time for meditation, for prayer, and for the study of the
 word of God.  Only the work accomplished with much prayer, and sanctified by the merit of
 Christ, will in the end prove to have been efficient for good. 
 My invitation is, as always, to keep praying and stay on track with God
  

Notices

Conference Office Closure
 Please note that the Victorian Conference office will be closed over end of year, from close of business
 Tuesday 23 December 2014 and reopening Monday 5 January 2015.
  

Fijian High Sabbath
 Don’t miss this opportunity!
 VICTORIA SDA FIJIAN Community High Sabbath and Visitors' Sabbath at Ascot Vale Church Hall, 43 The
 Parade, Ascot Vale, VIC 3032,  
 October 25th, 2014.
 Pastor Esava Koro from Newcastle Multicultural Church, Northern NSW Conference, will be our guest
 speaker.
 Sabbath school, Divine Service, Lunch and then afternoon program. 
 Call Joe Ratabua on 0424810698 for more information.
 Vinaka vakalevu
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Christmas in Song
 We at Springvale Seventh-day Adventist Church wish to invite
 past members, friends and anyone who cares to come and enjoy
 an afternoon of celebration of Christmas in song. 
 Mr Romney King and associates will be performing a Christmas,
 sacred concert starting at 4pm on Sabbath afternoon on the 6th

 of December, 2012.  Our address is 46 Balmoaral Avenue
 Springvale and if you would like further information please
 contact Pr  Malcolm Reid on 03 9738 7010 or 0400 338 590
 alternatively email malco777@bigpond.com  Light supper with
 finger food will be provided afterwards.  If you can bring a plate
 thankyou.  See you there.
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