
How can anyone put his faith in Christ 
if he’s never even heard about Him? 
How can he hear about Him if no one 
tells?

Romans 10:14
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A note from the Editor’s Office

Pastors sometimes joke about the guy who slept through 
pretty much all of the sermon, then greeted the preacher 
after church with a big smile and an encouraging comment.

“That was really great!”   

Hmmm....

What’s on your mind when you worship?  God?  Jesus?

Of course we turn our thoughts towards Him.  

But what’s on your mind?  Are you able to leave ‘the stuff of life’ at the door?  Some 
may, but I’m guessing it’s easy for memories of a busy week to come to mind even 
when we’ve come to worship – whether in church, or in our private devotions.  

So how do you focus your mind on Jesus when you’re tired, rushed, or just plain 
distracted?  If I tell you that reading the Bible, singing Christian songs, praying and 
sharing with others are effective ways of overcoming distractions, you may well 
think you’ve learned nothing new – but think about it.  

We’ve heard it before, but we need to experience it – often.  Let me give you an 
example.

I turned up a few minutes early, smiled and shook a few hands, exchanged a 
couple of pleasantries and found a seat.  Sabbath School hadn’t started yet but 
friendly people recognised I was there.  The pianist played quite music, then 
someone invited everyone to sing.  I understand the New Testament believers 
sang Psalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs.  In Sabbath School that day we didn’t 
sing Psalms, but I listened as we were invited to sing hymns, and I reflected on the 
words – Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.  O what a foretaste of glory divine.  I 
don’t recall all the hymns we sang that morning, but I realised again that music is 
a powerful way of focusing my mind – on God.

A little later we opened the Scriptures for the Sabbath School lesson study – and 
it was good!  Well done to a great Sabbath School teacher!  Again I experienced a 
sense of closeness to God – this time through His word.

Focusing your mind on Jesus makes a positive difference.  It gives you a place of 
quiet rest amid the turmoil of daily existence.  That focus is vital as we worship.  
It’s vital in day to day life.    

The theme for this issue of Intravic is about focus.  As well as focusing on what our 
departments have been doing to help local church members in mission, we are 
asking the question - Where is your focus...?   

I encourage you to keep your eyes fixed on Jesus moment by moment and day by 
day... Don't let life get in the way. 
I encourage you to keep your eyes fixed on Jesus moment by moment and day by 
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How effective we are as individuals... as 
church members... as a church…?  

It all depends on where our focus is…

Written by Simon Gigliotti
ASSISTANT YOUTH DIRECTOR

television win over time with Jesus?  
How many times does Facebook win 
over time with Jesus?  How many 
times does ‘just getting that last 
thing done’ win over time with Jesus?  
Unfortunately, it can be too often.  

The idea of keeping our eyes fixed on 
Jesus “the author and finisher of our 
faith” is not always as easy as it seems. 

This becomes a real problem when 
we as God’s people lose our focus on 
Christ.  We run the risk of becoming, 
as the Apostle says, “sounding brass 
or a clanging cymbal” (1 Cor 13:1).  
Although we carry a beautiful message 
encapsulated in distinct truths (Rev 
14:6-12), if we don’t have Christ, who 
will listen to us when we attempt to 
share it?  Who wants to listen to a 
Christian who doesn’t have the time to 
be patient with his or her own family 
members, who gossips about church 
friends or carries a prideful spirit in 
their day to day duties?  I don’t think 
there are too many people interested in 
listening to that type of Christian. 

Hence the deep and pressing need 
for us to become authentic in our 
relationship with Jesus.  Christ in our 
hearts, shaping us to be like Him, is 
the key to our success as Christians; to 
reflect His light, we need our focus to 
be firmly fixed on the Son.

In recent times, there have been 
a number of discussions around 
departments in the Church, such as 
the Youth Department I work in, based 
around how they can help the local 
church to do God’s mission better. 
These discussions have not only taken 
place at a local Conference level, but 
worldwide.  For example, in 2016, 
during the World Youth Advisory, the 
top youth leaders in the Adventist 
Church discussed this very issue and 
resolved that  “The local church must 
become the primary target of global 
youth ministry.  Our core function is to 

resource and build up youth ministry 
in the local church.  Youth ministry is 
effective only when it is a response to 
local needs, guided by local convictions 
in the hands of local people.”

 Over the last six months, since 
commencing my role as Assistant 
Youth Director for the Victorian 
Conference, I have prayed and 
wondered about how we as a 
department can fulfil our core function 
of resourcing and building up youth 
ministry in the local church.  And, 
while I read and hear about all sorts of 
different strategies and great ministry 
methods, I am more convinced every 
day that if we do not have Christ in 
our hearts and the centre of our 
department, even our best methods 
and endeavours will not suffice in God’s 
work.  

This applies, not just in the work 
of VicYouth, but all our Conference 
departments and all our local church 
departments, right down to each and 
every one of us, individual.

The bottom line is this - the best 
resource we have is Jesus Christ.  

My hope, therefore, is that as you read 
this, right now, you will pause for a 
moment.  Whether you are a local 
church member or church leader, a 
pastor, a conference worker, or have 
just begun attending a local church and 
would like to contribute to God’s work, 
my hope is that you will reflect on this 
verse of Scripture – John 15:5 – “I am 
the vine, you are the branches. He 
who abides in Me, and I in him, bears 
much fruit; for without Me you can do 
nothing.” 

If this verse speaks to your heart, 
like it does to mine, and you feel you 
could focus more on Jesus, here 
are some things you might consider 
implementing into your life in the 
coming weeks.  

1. Reach Up!  Pick a time each day 
to spend with Jesus and stick to 
it! Even if it’s simply 5-10 minutes. 
If we don’t pick a time, it probably 
won’t happen. 

2. Reach In!  Find someone who can 
encourage you in your journey with 
Jesus.  A loving Church, a loving 
Small group, a loving Sabbath 
School group… these are just 
some ideas to begin with!  We all 
need a spiritual community to 
grow in (Heb 10:25).

3. Reach Out!  Take a moment to 
look at the needs around you and 
ask yourself if there is anyone 
you can serve.  Serving others 
does wonders for the heart (Matt 
20:28).  It also opens up great 
opportunities for sharing your 
faith.

Here in the Conference Office, we will 
continue to pray.  We will continue 
to vision, to strategise and dream of 
ways we can better resource the local 
Church to do effective ministry.  But at 
the end of the day, the best resource 
we can recommend is a relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 

I pray that you will make a choice to 
focus on Him today!  Christ in our 
hearts, shaping us to be like Him, is 
the key to our success in doing His 
work.

Simon Gigliotti (& Xerxes)

Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith – it is all about focus…

King Xerxes.  He is otherwise referred 
to as “King Ahasuerus.”  His story is 
quite famous among the Christian 
Community, but for those who have not 
heard of him, you can read about him 
in the Book of Esther.  

King Xerxes has become more than 
well known in our household for the 
fact that we named our Neapolitan 
Mastiff after him (for the record, we 
have two and named the other Vashti - 
if you read the story you will get it). 

Weighing 56 kg and still growing, is 
an interesting dog indeed. The vet 
described him to me as extraordinary.  
One of the things that is extraordinary 
about him is his ability to focus.  Whilst 
living in Mackay QLD, we would from 
time to time let Xerxes come inside our 
house to say hello to everyone.  When 
Xerxes made the entrance, there was 
only one thing on his mind.  It wasn’t 
us, his owners, nor was it our visitors.  
It wasn’t even food.  It was Zeus the 
Cat (otherwise known as Bushy Cat).  
Xerxes would remain fixed on Zeus for 
his entire inside visit.  Never with an 
intent to harm, he just found the feline 
fascinating.

The feeling was NOT, however, 
reciprocated, I assure you!

Although Xerxes is a big, bombastic, 
drooling and, some have even said (to 
which I vehemently disagree), dopey 
dog, we CAN learn something valuable 
from him: the value of being able to 
focus. 

Hebrews 12:2 encourages us to keep 
“looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.”  

Look unto Jesus: wonderful counsel 
indeed, but how many times do we 
struggle to keep our focus where it 
ought to be?  How many times does the 

What is your FOCUS?
   Devotional
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Department Overview
What are your highest aims 
in life?  We’re all going to 
get somewhere in life, it’s just 
that a few of us will get there on 
purpose.  

We read in the Bible of purpose.  
Jesus steadfastly set His face to go to 
Jerusalem.  Paul had an intentional 
aim when he said ‘This one thing I do.’  
Joshua set a clear goal; ‘As for me 
and my house we will serve the Lord.’  
Esther determined to keep to her 
purpose when she declared ‘If I perish, 
I perish.’  

Ellen White understood what these 
‘Bible Greats’ instinctively acted 
upon, when she wrote that success 
demanded a definite aim.  In Christ’s 
Object Lessons, she describes how 
after Pentecost, the disciples had one 
prevailing purpose – to reveal Christ’s 
character and enlarge His kingdom.  
A worthy goal to which we all should 
aspire.

In order to do so, we need to take 
Christ up on His invitation of Matthew 
11, to come to Him, to reveal His 
character, so that we may go with Him 
(Matthew 28) and add to His kingdom.  

Come and Go.  This is the goal of 
the Health, Personal Ministries, and 
Sabbath School Departments in 
the Victoria Conference, under the 
leadership of Andrew Jasper – to 
empower each church member to 
fulfil Christ’s commission, through 
encouraging them to come and go.

VICTORIAN HEALTH
The Health Department forms the 
foundation for the other two.  Christ 
taught that the greatest commandment 
is to come to Him; to love Him with all 
our heart, mind, soul and strength - in 
essence our whole being.  Explaining 
this, Ellen wrote that to be able to 
do the greatest amount of good we 
possibly can, we need to develop every 
‘faculty’, every aptitude within our 
being, to the best of our ability.

Thus Victorian Health strives to 
assist each church member to be 
physically energized, mentally focused, 
emotionally connected and spiritually 
aligned.  It wants to enable you to be 
like Daniel and his three friends whose 
healthy appearance and vigour were 
testament to their upholding nature’s 
laws.  As we assimilate these living 
principles into our lives, we grow in our 
capacity to go and bless others.

Do you desire to lead others to 
experience Christ’s abundant life?  The 
department works to enable your local 

church to do so through resourcing and 
assisting with Recipe Clubs, Health 
Expo’s and Dinner-with-a-Doctor, all 
great ways of engaging people.  More 
established Lifestyle Intervention 
Programs, like FOODcents, Depression 
Recovery and CHIP, can contribute by 
providing communities with credible 
and life-changing opportunities and 
support through the change process.  

PERSONAL MINISTRIES
This department provides a framework 
for individuals to progressively share 
Christ with others.  First, we need to 
come to Christ: to abide in Him and He 
in us; to acknowledge our complete 
dependence on Him, place our trust in 
Him and allow His life to be ours.  

He then enables us to go to the 
mission field with seeing eyes, 
perceiving our friendships in a 
completely different light.  Our friends, 
colleagues and neighbours, the ones 
we rub shoulders with every day, may 
very well be some of the most ripened 
fruit for the Master’s kingdom and 
genuinely connecting with them may be 
all the Holy Spirit needs for His seed to 
take root.  

Perhaps you want a way to start some 
new spiritual friendships. Through the 
“Do Your Block” initiative we provide a 
monthly supply of sharing cards for you 
to letterbox your own neighbourhood, 
offering a variety of correspondence 
courses.  When people enrol and 
respond to offers within the course, you 
get to follow up with a visit.       

Small groups are environments where 
people can enjoy one another socially 
and grow spiritually.  An interest group 
is where you have a common hobby 

or activity you enjoy doing with others 
like community gardening, walking 
or a sports club.  As you interact in a 
genuine way, a seed is planted that 
can lead towards a discipleship group, 
where friends and family can learn 
about Christ.  

Healthy churches, which lovingly 
empower community are welcoming and 
member-retaining churches.  Natural 
Church Development gives you a bird’s 
eye view of where your church is and 
where is can strategically go – naturally. 

Working together on common 
evangelistic projects not only feeds 
and ripens the grain but the workers 
too.  Christ didn’t send out his disciples 
with fishing poles but with nets, and 
the book of Acts records thousands 
flocking to the church.  

Currently, as a Conference, we are 
working toward Harvest Victoria 2019. 
This will be a state-wide evangelistic 
series with speaker Pr. John Bradshaw, 
and NOW is the perfect time to begin 
your personal ministry toward 2019 – 
come, connect with Christ,  then go, 
genuinely love those around you and 
seek ways to lead them to the Saviour.

SABBATH SCHOOL
Sabbath School is a place to learn of 
Christ and journey with one another – 
to come to Him.  It is also a good base 
from which to go.  Ellen White believed 
God saw small groups of people as the 
basis of Christian effort and wrote of 
this in her Testimonies for the Church.  
Your Sabbath School class could be 
the basis of Christian effort in your 
local church – imagine the life and 
energy generated as your class worked 
together, encouraged and shared what 
Christ was doing in and through you to 

reach the harvest.  

This department encourages four 
objectives it believes will bring life and 
energy to your Sabbath School:

1. Bible Study – Study your Bible 
during the week with a mind to 
share with your class what the 
Holy Spirit taught you about Jesus 
and how it can be applied in your 
life.  

2. Fellowship –  A Sabbath School 
class is a great basis for forming 
lasting friendships as you 
study together and share your 
experiences with each other.  
You can take the fellowship 
opportunities further, organizing 
social opportunities outside of 
class time.  You can even invite 
friends who don’t know Christ.  Be 
innovative and see where the Holy 
Spirit takes your class!

3. Helping Others - Nothing beats 
the feeling of doing community 
work together as a team.  So think 
creatively, think community, and do 
something together as a class.

4. Global Mission - While we act 
locally, we also need to think 
globally.  Sabbath School offerings 
support the global mission of the 
Adventist Church but perhaps your 
Sabbath School class could take 
on its own mission project of some 
sort. 

COME AND GO
To truly succeed, we must keep 
our eyes on our aim.  Ellen White 
understood this when she wrote in 
Education that the Heaven-appointed 
purpose of giving the Gospel to the 
world in this generation is the noblest 
that can be given to any person and 
that when we come to God, He touches 

our heart.  As we keep our focus on 
Him we are then able to go into His 
harvest field, with greater effect than 
we could ever imagine.

It’s time to wake up… to look beyond 
our restricted vision and out to the 
harvest field, to those whose hearts 
have also been touched by God and are 
just waiting for the reaping.

Youth – do you aspire to be like Daniel 
and Queen Esther?  Then “never be 
ashamed of your colours; put them on, 
unfurl them to the gaze of men and 
angels.” (Messages to Young People)

Young Professionals – do you want 
an outlet for your ideas and passions 
to extend the kingdom?  Here’s your 
opportunity.

Families - do you want to be more 
effective than all the sermons that 
can be preached?  Continue to order 
your homes and discipline your 
steps according to Christ’s life giving 
principles (Adventist Home)

Newly Retired – wondering what to 
do with yourself?  You are needed in 
the harvest field.  While you are at it, 
check out Bruce Manners new release 
Retirement Ready? for ideas.

Elderly – do you still long for the 
coming of Jesus as before?  Then keep 
feeding the church with your wisdom, 
experience and prayers.

Let’s join the great Bible heroes of old 
who had an aim.

Would you like to know more about 
how to make some changes in your 
life and church – how to come and go?  
The director, Andrew Jasper is happy 
to talk with you – to help you to come 
to Christ… and go with Him.

COME
    & GO
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Sabbath School

  Personal
Ministries

COME GO

    
 grow                          connect                                      serve                               

     
  w

or
sh

ip

    
    

     
     

prepare                               sow                    cultivate                  harvest

share

6 | IntraVic IntraVic | 7



longer need religion or the church 
because they have not had a personal 
faith experience with Jesus.  In 2009, 
research (Barna Group) revealed that 
at least 2/3 of decisions made to follow 
Jesus were made before the age of 
thirteen, and that these decisions were 
more likely to last.

This department of the Victorian 
Conference, directed by Julie Catton, 
exists to work with families and local 

churches as 
we minister to 
these precious 
children, and 
in 2016 the 
Board of 
Directors 
saw the 
need 

for expanding Children’s Ministries 
and increased the director’s hours, 
recognising that our children are not 
the future of the church, but the here 
and now.

The verses of Deuteronomy 6, 
exhorting parents to talk about God’s 
commands as they sit at home or walk 
the roads, when they lie down and 
when they wake up, are equally as valid 
(perhaps even more so) today  as when 
they were first penned.

Without a doubt we know that the 
biggest influences on a child’s faith 
development is that child’s parents.  So 

Children’s Ministries works to equip 
and empower parents in our churches 
to teach their children about Jesus 
and His love for them, helping them 
demonstrate the absolute joy that 
comes from being a true follower of 
Christ.  Through a variety of ways the 
department endeavours to inspire 
parents to present Jesus at all stages 
of the day, with morning worship, while 
driving at meal times and evening 
worship.  The department offers 
various resources such as SHINE, 
Table Talk and Daily Bites and offers 
training events to our churches as well 
as conference-wide events and at Big 
Camp.

In addition to what is on offer to 
our churches to equip parents, the 
department also works closely with the 
local Children’s Ministry leaders and 
teachers, the local pastors and others 
engaged in this area in our churches, 
supporting them in their various roles.  
It offers GraceLink training to help 
with the bible study presentation for 
the different age groups, is involved 

in workshops at different training 
weekends as well as its own annual 
Children’s Ministries Training day and 
offers the Faith Shaper workshops and 
sermons.  There is the VicKids website 
and a regular newsletter email offering 
resources and ideas and VBS tins and 
play equipment are available for hire.

There has been excellent feedback 
on the workshops and events run 
throughout the year.  The Training 
Day is gaining momentum with 
an intergenerational focus and 
many practical ideas that are easily 
implemented in the local church.

Children’s Ministries will continue to 
develop, prayerfully moving forward, 
equipping us, developing and making 
available resources for us to use as we 
walk hand in hand with God to make 
each of our children His disciples.

WOMEN’S 
MINISTRIES
Worldwide, the Adventist Church has 
a female membership of 73% and 
the Women’s Ministries department 
exists to help our women reach their 
potential, to nurture them and to reach 
out to those outside our church.

Through convening an annual 
conference, a regular leadership 
training program, seminars, workshops 
and young women’s programs, 
providing resources for three special 
awareness Sabbaths each year and 
involvement in fundraising and training 
for outreach, this department helps 
women lift up Christ in their home and 
church lives.

The annual Women’s Conference 
is going from strength to strength, 
becoming an event women are inviting 
their non churched friends to more and 
more.  It is a multigenerational event 
where the attendees worship together, 
participate in different activities and 
fellowship together, supporting and 
enabling each other to become more 
involved in their local church and in 
outreach.

The leadership training program is in 
increasing demand and is now being 

held twice a year, also available online 
or as a correspondence course and 
involving home study and assessment 
and overseen by the departmental 
director, Danijela Trajkov.  By 
completing the course, our women 
are equipped for any church office 
and empowered to work shoulder to 
shoulder with our men, finishing the 
work before Jesus return.

Women’s Ministries also helps those 
of us suffering from events in our 
pasts, through its seminars and 
workshops, helping with understanding 
and the healing process.  Other 
seminars offer assistance with ideas 
for outreach, such as recipe clubs, 
small groups, hospitality and baby 
welcome programs.  Family programs 
are offered, such as ‘Raising Your 
Teen’, ‘Rebuilding the Family Alter’, or 
‘Cherishing Your Mate’ seminars.

Three Sabbaths are set aside each 
year by the General Conference and 
promoted throughout our Conference 
by the Women’s Ministries team.  An 
International Day of Prayer, an Abuse 
Prevention Emphasis day and a 
Women’s Ministries Emphasis day.

Each year there is also a dinner for 
young professional women, with a 
guest speaker addressing their specific 
needs.  The even younger women are 
mentored through the Young Girls’ 
conference which takes place twice per 
year.

All of these events are designed 
to strengthen our local church 
communities, empowering us to reach 
out more effectively to our neighbours.

Assisting the director, Women’s 
Ministries has a team of volunteers 
forming an advisory committee.  
They meet monthly and without 
their assistance and passion, the 
department would not be able to 
achieve what it does.

“So many things have happened and 
so many lives have been altered,” says 
the director, Danijela.  “I would like 
to give thanks to the Advisory women 
and local church coordinators for 
their effort, wisdom and dedication, 
and to the Conference administrators 
for recognising the importance of the 
department and supporting it.  And 
I would like to give God glory for His 
blessing, guidance and empowerment.

“Only eternity will show us how many 
people will be in Heaven, thanks to 
Women’s Ministries.”

CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRIES

Jesus placed children in a central 
place in His ministry.  He welcomed 
them, told us to become like them and 
warned us strongly against causing 
these precious little people to stumble; 
we should undoubtedly place the same 
importance on children.  As adults 
within our church, not only should 
we be teaching them, we should be 
intentionally equipping them to be 
lifelong disciples for Jesus.

It is such a small window of opportunity 
to support children in making a faith 
decision.  They are deciding at an 
increasingly younger age that they no 

Big Camp 

Training Events

credit: istock - christopher futcher

8 | IntraVic IntraVic | 9



    

IntraVic | 11

Church News

CONFERENCE 
SECRETARY
This role, forming part of the 
conference administrative team, is ably 
filled by Pr Craig Gillis.  He shares this 
snapshot of our conference:

As at December 21, 2016 we had 
10,873 church members meeting 
in 106 worshipping communities, 
representing an overall growth of 5.9% 
since 2013.  

In that same time period, the 
Samoan West and the Oromo church 
communities were formalised as part 
of the Sisterhood of Churches and 
six new companies were formalised 
(Heritage College, Craigieburn 
Samoan, Pakenham Samoan, Sunshine 
Samoan, Mernda and Endeavour Hills 
Samoan companies).  Additionally six 
new groups/church plants have also 
begun meeting regularly (the Point 
Cook, Zomi, South Gippsland Samoan, 
Northpoint Sunshine and West point 
groups).

Sadly, however, we saw the closure 
of two of our churches – the Croydon 
Church (2014) and the Latin American 
Church (2016).

While it is good that our membership 
has grown, we do need to accept the 
challenge revealed – that our per 
annum growth rate has not matched 
that of Victoria’s population growth – 
and rise to the occasion.

The Conference Secretary role, as well 

as general administrative duties, also 
includes overseeing a number of areas 
that directly impact us at the local 
church level.  

A happy, safe and healthy workforce 
is essential for meeting local church 
needs, and the two Human Resource 
officers report to the Secretary in 
meeting the needs of the workforce 
(including our lay pastoral, Bible and 
youth pastoral workers), government 
regulation and compliance.

We are all aware that locally and 
nationally there has been significant 
challenge and change coming out 
of the Royal Commission’s work 
on child-safe standards within 

our churches and institutions.  We 
have seen our Safe Places model 
replaced by a new service operating 
under the company registered name 
AdSAFE Ltd, established as a tangible 
initiative by Church in response to 
the external reviews of its practice, 
Royal Commission guidelines, 
new government legislation and 
regulations.  AdSAFE aims to drive 
necessary cultural change across our 
church communities, ensuring they 
are at the forefront of best practice for 
faith-based institutions, improving even 
further our church’s response systems 
for prevention and to effect better 
outcomes for survivors of abuse and 
their families.

2016 Feedback

REGARDING THE NEW LOCATION: 

"Very well done – love the new 
location"

"Everyone seemed to have an 
extra special joy this year"

"Gets better each year.  
Fantastic location"

"Love the new venue" 

"Better than last year – more 
space, fantastic props etc"

"Great!  Change of venue worked 
really well. God bless " 

RTB AS EVANGELISM:

"What a great witness and 
shining light"

"Very authentic and faithful to 
the Bible account"

"Very moving.  Many thanks"

"Love it.  Full of Christ ++++"

" You glorified Jesus’ name and 
we thank you for that"

Road to Bethlehem Needs You
Victorian Churches

Planning for Road to Bethlehem is well underway again for this year.  Please 
mark December 11-14 (Monday- Thursday) in your diaries and be praying for this 
ministry and the lives that will be changed through it. 

As many of you are aware, due to 
the development on the Nunawading 
Estate, RTB needed to find a new 
home.  Last year marked this 
milestone, with the production 
relocating to Edinburgh College.  This 
was no small task, as sets required 
redesigning to suite the new location 
and getting the word out about the 
new location was a challenge.  But 
God blessed, with visitors coming from 
across Victoria, from interstate and 
even overseas. 

As always, the production itself was 
well received, with comments such as 
‘Best Christmas drama I’ve ever seen, 
so professional’ from Brittany and 
‘Outstanding, engaging, fun & moving’ 
from Jay, summarising the responses.

But as you know, RTB is about much 
more than Christmas entertainment.  
It is evangelism, pure and simple.  
Some responses were clearly from 
people who understood this, offering 
encouragement.

Other responses demonstrated the 
Spirit of God was touching the visitors’ 
hearts while they experienced the story 
of Christmas.  Cynthia said that God’s 
presence was so thick and strong, it 
moved her to tears.  Ann gave thanks 
for bringing the spirit of Christmas 
into her heart, “the Saviour, our Gift 
from God” and Donna wrote that “You 
touched my heart again.  Thank you for 
making this story so real.” 

And what better praise could we hope 
for, than this comment from Des: “So 
great to go to an event that’s all about 

Jesus.”

Did you know that it takes 
approximately $90,000 to bring Road to 
Bethlehem to life to share the story of 
Jesus with 13,000 people?  We do raise 
money through our selling of food and 
donations on the nights, however it still 
costs us an extra $7 per person on top 
of this. 

This is where we are needing your 
help now.  Please prayerfully consider 
giving toward Road to Bethlehem.  You 
can give online at eGiving.org.au or by 
using the following details: Acc Name 
- Road to Bethlehem; BSB - 013- 017; 
Acc No - 1974-39585. 

This is an investment in sharing the 
truth of the gospel and saving lives.  
We may never know the impact Road to 
Bethlehem has had in this life.  What a 
joy it will be to meet, in heaven, those 
who have accepted Jesus as their Lord 
and Saviour through this ministry. 

The Steering Committee would 
like to thank and farewell Deborah 
Sajdl (Nunawading) for her work 
as Secretary and welcome Stacey 
Panozzo (Nunawading) taking on this 
role. We also want to welcome Ryan 
Vidot (Lilydale) and Matthew Courtney 
(Burwood), also joining the committee 
this year, and acknowledge Nathan Hall 
(Lilydale), who joined the committee 
part way through last year. Importantly, 
we want to honour and thank Carolyn 
Dunne and Shelly Fairall for their long 
tenure as committee members, and 
who have also stepped down this year.  

Meredith Allen with IntraVic
You can help RTB with prayer, volunteering 
and through donation
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Open Home Project
Preston Church

Early June, Sandy Wipiiti opened her home to over 20 friends from her community.  They were invited to a wonderful gospel 
concert performed by Sandy on her guitar, including old favourites such as well as her own compositions of Scripture songs. 

During this time, Sandy, who works 
as a Literature Evangelist for Home 
Health Education Services shared 
her moving testimony of God’s 
transforming power in her life.  This 
opened the door for people to respond 
to an offer of Bible studies. 

They shared a delicious plant-based 
meal for lunch and a demonstration 
of the books Sandy canvasses.  The 
winner who came with the best hat won 
a copy of Sue Radd’s Food as Medicine 
book. 

Thank God for one more open home!

Nearby, at La Trobe University, a home 
was opened to reach out to students 
and friends met through the Advent 
Health Student Club affiliated with the 
University. 

Advent Health is the first Seventh-day 
Adventist presence on this campus 
since its inception 50 years ago. The 
goal of Advent Health is to reach 
students with our unique prophetic and 
health messages and God has blessed 
this work by bringing together a diverse 
mixture of students and supporting 
church members to see a church plant 
take place in the near future, catering 
to the University and neighbouring 
community. 

Please continue to keep this work in 
your prayers.                

Vickram Panchal                               

...to the Cross
Mornington Peninsula Fellowship

IntraVic has shared some of the plans these dedicated members who meet at the Rosebud Youth and Band Hall have for 
their local community.  They are determined, not just to grow their church, but to help meet the unique needs of their 
neighbours in this constantly changing community.

To this end, they applied for and 
received Global Mission funding from 
the South Pacific Division, enabling 
them to employ a young man, Callum 
Stanford, who has been conducting 
a survey in which people have the 
opportunity to tell the church what they 
would like or need from it, in addition 
to building up an online presence 
within the community, particularly 
appealing to the youth in the region.

The Fellowship have tried a number of 
projects, learning what works and what 
doesn’t.  This year they facilitated a 
twelve week program targeting diabetes, 
and recently hosted a post-program 
reunion.  An average of fourteen people 
had attended the weekly meetings, eight 
of whom were from the local community.  
At the reunion they reported back on 
their successes in weight loss and its 
ensuing changes to their diabetes and 
other health issues.  Some of their 
doctors wanted to refer patients to the 
next program!

Another unique need the Fellowship 
have become aware of is that of the local 
indigenous community which at the 2011 
census was over 1000 strong.  Due in part 
to westernisation, many of their children 
are losing touch with their heritage and it 
is hoped that through contacts made with 
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Ministries, some of their stories told 
through ATSIM’s regular publication may 
help connect these families with their past.

As part of this plan as well as the 
plan to reach out to young people in 
general, the Fellowship has liaised 
with Steve Piez from the Australian 
Union Conference, to bring an 
Aboriginal pastor to the Peninsula, and 
with VicYouth to bring Willy Ramos, 
who together will visit with high school 
students during the first week in 
September, sharing their stories.  

Those who were privileged to hear 
Willy preach at Big Camp will be 
familiar with his story of life on 

the streets in a gang, and of God’s 
miraculous intervention and continuing 
love and support, with every story he 
shared leading his listeners to the foot 
of the cross.

The week will conclude with a 
Mornington Peninsula Youth Rally.

This project is not without some 
opposition.  So we ask that you pray 
that school doors will be opened and 
the Spirit will move on the hearts of 
all the young people attending as Willy 
shares the love of Christ.

Blessings Stretch...
Ferntree Gully Church
The church members volunteering with ADRA at their emergency relief centre often have homeless people come, needing 
their services.  

One very wet Monday a gentleman came 
in wearing very worn (and dripping wet) 
sneakers.  He received hot soup, a dry 

jacket and some shoes, but we did not 
have any socks.  The next Sabbath, I was 
mentioning this need at church.  A lady 
donated $20 for socks.  

The next morning I went to the local 
market where I purchased woollen 
socks.  Talking to the stall holder, I told 
him why I needed them.  He gave me 
extra pairs of men’s socks then asked 
about women’s socks.  I replied that 
my budget didn’t cover any more this 
week.

“Do you have any women come and do 
they need socks?” he asked again.  I 

explained again that I didn’t have the 
money this week.   He asked me to 
wait a moment and then gave me a bag 
with 30 pairs of quality, soft as butter, 
bamboo socks.

I was speechless for a moment, then 
thanked him profusely and asked if I 
could take his photo to share with my 
church.

God multiplied $20 to over $150.  There 
are many warm hearts (and feet) 
at ADRA Emergency Relief Centre 
Ferntree Gully.                    

Sue Beament

The Good Samaritan
Ballarat Church

The church’s Personal Ministries Team put 
into play many months of prayer and hard 
work in early May, as they establish a Centre 
of Influence under the title of “The Good 
Samaritan.” 

While working toward a “God 
approved”- community based project, 
prayers were answered as the team 
was convicted on passages of Scripture 
and the Spirit of Prophecy.  

The Ballarat Church aims to eventually 
plant a new church in the Wendouree 
area, utilising an existing building.  
Proverbs 24:27 has been a key verse in 
understanding the mission God wanted 
them to play: “Prepare your outside 
work, make it fit for yourself in the 
field, and afterward build your house”. 
This verse, along with a statement 
from the book Ministry of Healing 
which quotes establishing a centre in 
every city where unstimulating food 
and drink, clean clothing and physical 
cleanliness can be obtained, led the 
team to start praying earnestly for 

guidance.

The steps that lead to answered 
prayer resulted in the Ballarat Church 
signing up as an agency with Foodbank 
Victoria, even when Foodbank agencies 
were at capacity and not accepting 
any requests!  Every week, the team 
of volunteers from the church and 
community pack anywhere between 
40-60 bags of fresh wholesome food 
for those in need, for only $5 per bag.  
Many clients also come in to look 
through and take some clean clothes 
donated by church members, and are 
provided with some sanitary items. 

The team places spiritual literature 
in the bags to feed the recipients with 
God’s love for them and many are 
taking the free Bibles, other literature 

and DVD’s away with them.  Already the 
church has received requests for Bible 
studies and is looking at expanding 
the ministry to include programs for 
addictions and abuse, health education 
and expos and of course, further 
meeting the spiritual needs of their 
clients.

Ballarat Church’s creed is “Christ's 
Method Alone.”  ‘That is mingle with 
the people, sympathise with them, 
minister to their needs, earn their 
confidence and them bid them - follow 
Jesus.

Andrew Kapusi

Another home was opened to La Trobe 
uni students

Sandy opened her home to 
a gospel concert and lunch                                     
to over 20 community friendsA big thank you to the 

caring stall holder

Willy Ramos will be sharing his personal story with students on the Mornington Peninsula                                                                                                                      
during one of the projects planned by the Mornington Peninsula Fellowship which meets in Rosebud each week.

The Good Samaritan Centre is open every 
Thursday at 11:30am with bag sales 

operating between 12pm-1pm
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Now I Have Hope 
Sandra Wipiiti hosted a concert in her Open Home and IntraVic has shared that story in the Church News section.  For her it 
was a case of stepping out in faith and she has experienced an outpouring of God’s Spirit, blessing her home with incredible 
abundance.  Here she shares one story that has stood out.

 I first met Shane at Barry’s house while 
Barry was fixing the light on my car.

Several days earlier, I had felt 
impressed to visit Barry, who used 
to attend my church.  He was not 
interested in the books, but it was 
good catching up and he offered to 
fix a problem I had with my car.  So I 
went back, and while Barry worked, I 
chatted with his somewhat intoxicated 
neighbour, Shane who was visiting.  
Barry’s house was wired up with 
speakers and PA equipment and when 
he had finished with my car, I told him 
about the plans for the concert at my 
house and how I needed something 
similar.  Barry offered to help and 
Shane joined in the conversation, 
wanting to know what I was doing.

I explained I was hosting a Christian 
concert at my home and was surprised 
when he asked if he could come.  I said 
he could, adding the warning “If you 

play up, the little old ladies there will 
beat you senseless!”  To my surprise, 
Shane started crying.  “No one has 
ever invited me to anything before in 
my life,” he said through his tears.

I hand delivered the invitations to Barry 
and Shane.  Shane’s mother answered 
my knock.  Yep… he was drunk again.  
But he remembered me and accepted 
the invitation.  As he opened it and 
realised it was an invitation, his 
response was the same as before.  I 
gave him a hug as I headed back to 
Barry’s, touched again by Shane’s 
emotional response.

When Barry arrived to set up the 
equipment the day before the concert, 
he said he would bring Shane with him 
the next day, but not if he was drunk 
again.  I prayed for Shane and the next 
day God answered with a very sober 
Shane turning up.   I watched him 
amongst my other guests.  He was full 

of smiles and happiness.  It was thrilling 
to see amongst the many other miracles 
happening before my eyes that day.

This was my first ever successful 
‘evangelistic’ campaign, with most of 
my non-churched guests accepting 
Christ as their Saviour.  As I was saying 
goodbye, Barry, who had done a great 
job with the PA, asked Shane what 
he thought of the concert.  With a big 
smile, Shane simply said “Now I have 
hope.”                                 Sandra Wipiiti

reading it.  And to think that if Sue’s 
husband had not arrived home just as 
Sylvia was knocking, she would not have 
met bedridden Sue.  No coincidence.

This sort of thing happens time and 
again as the LE team goes from door 
to door.

At another home, I was just about to 
leave the front yard, when Loren pulled 
in.  She was willing to give me some 
time, but as I was presenting, she 
interrupted.  

“This is with the Seventh-day Adventist 
church, right?” she asked.  “My father 
was doing the same work as you.  I 
was baptised at Spotswood church in 
Melbourne.”  Loren no longer attended 
church, but accepted our Beyond DVD.  
I thank God for His timing in bringing 
me to her, and what an opportunity for 
our Hamilton family as they maintain 
contact with her.

Another of our team, Geoff, was 
greeted at one home with the words 
“Not interested - Go away!”  But he 
felt impressed by the Holy Spirit to 

persevere.  And he did.  Bill soon 
changed his tune.  “Come in mate.  
How are you today?”  

It was a cold day, but Bill, with 
piercings in his eyebrows, nose and 
ears, was a large man dressed only in 
shorts and a singlet.  He started talking 
about how proud he was he had lost 60 
kilo and from there opened up, sharing 
the difficulties he was having as a 
single parent of a troubled teenager.  
He readily accepted a Beyond DVD.

Michelle also accepted our DVD.  She 
was struggling with difficult issues 
and was considering trying new age 
meditation as a solution.  Roger and 
Florise visited with her and pointed her 

to the Bible and a loving God who wants 
to help her.  As they prayed with her, her 
troubled heart was moved to tears.  

Please pray for these, and the other 
40 plus contacts our team made that 
week, as our Hamilton members seek 
out ways they can help their community 
and maintain contact.

If you would like to invite the LE team 
to your church to help you reach out 
to your community, talk to your pastor.  
We will work your area, visit with you 
in your church and offer a training 
seminar to equip you in your follow up 
of the contacts we make, so you can 
build bridges and share God’s kingdom.

Joe Paola
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By Joe Paola
LE TEAM LEADER

I Didn’t Say ‘No’ to 
Coffee…
In one of the books the LE’s canvas, 
Counsels on Diet and Foods, it says 
“Coffee is a hurtful indulgence.  It 
temporarily excites the mind to 
unwonted action but the after effect 
is exhaustion…. The mind becomes 
enervated and unless through 
determined effort the habit is not 
overcome, the activity of the brain is 
permanently lessened.”  With such 
God-inspired counsel, what do you say 
to someone who generously offers you 
a whole packet?

This happened to me while visiting one of 
the kindest, most gracious young ladies 
one could meet.  She had just arrived 
home to drop off her groceries before 
leaving for a doctor’s appointment.  God’s 
perfect timing saw me arrive at that 
moment.  I explained the purpose of my 
visit.  Cindy thanked me, explaining she 
couldn’t wait.  She then went over to her 
car and took out a carton of Moccona 
coffee, offering it to me as a gift.

I could have launched into an 

explanation of why I had not had coffee 
in over thirty years however, impressed 
that I should take them, I thanked 
her and accepted the gift, saying that 
I would like to give her something in 
return.

Reaching into my bag, I took out a 
health book, a Signs magazine and a 
copy of The Great Controversy.  She 
was happy to receive the gift, and 
the expression on her kind face was 
something special to see.

Thank you God, for the opportunity to 
meet such a beautiful person.  May 
your books that I have left behind be 
instrumental in Cindy’s salvation.  

You Are Not Going to 
Attack Me?
Jane is a very lovely retired lady with 
a quick mind and great sense of 
humour.  After a barrage of questions 
on her door step I was invited into her 
immaculate home. 

As I followed her in, she turned and 
asked “You are not going to attack me, 
are you?” to which I quickly explained 
I had been visiting homes for over 30 
years and intended to continue doing 
so!  She smiled and we sat down.

Jane does not attend church, but as I 
was demonstrating the large Family 
Bible, she had many questions.  “Why is 
it that our schools are slowly removing 
religious instruction from the classroom?  
…Why is it that we are seeing less nativity 
scenes at Christmas?”

She was genuinely concerned at the 
slow erosion of Christianity in Australia.  
In response, I shared the book The 

Great Controversy, telling her that in 
my opinion, it was 
one of the best 
books ever, second 
only to the Bible.  
Handing it over to 
her, I continued 
to tell her about 
its content.  She 
flicked through 
it, and within 
moments 
was looking 
around for 
her purse 
for a generous donation. 
Before leaving, I prayed for her and 
moved, she couldn’t thank me enough.

This book should be widely circulated.  
It contains stories of the past, the 
present and the future, outlining the 
closing scenes of this earth’s history.  It 
is a powerful testimony, offering hope, 
when we see the hopeless troubles in 
our world.

LE’s Visit Hamilton
As a team, we recently visited the 
Hamilton Church and canvassed what 
was once considered the Wool Capital 
of the World.

At one home, Sylvia was led into a 
bedroom, where she met Sue, who 
suffered with depression.  After a little 
while, a discussion of faith developed.  
Sue, from a Catholic background, 
happily accepted a Beyond DVD.  
Prompted by the Holy Spirit, Sylvia also 
shared The Great Controversy, speaking 
at length about the reformation.  Sue 
had an interest in the reformers and 
accepted the book, looking forward to 
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July 30 will see 
thirteen ADRA 
participants 
Running 
Melbourne, 
in support of 
a number of 
projects.  It is 
not too late to 
help.

Use the following codes or go to http://runmelbourne.everydayhero.do/ and scroll 
down until you come to a grey bar saying "Looking for a fundraiser?"  Enter ADRA 
then click on the red search button and look for  ADRA EOFY campaign (farmers 
assist), ADRA Settle Assist and Vive Cafe or ADRA connections.

In Loving Memory
ADRA in Victoria recently lost a much loved and avid supporter of ADRA.  We would 
like to take the opportunity to remember this lovely woman.

Ruza Kitevska was born in 1950 in 
a picturesque village located in the 
south-western region of Macedonia.  
She was the eldest of six living siblings, 
all of whom worked from an early age 
in the family’s fields.  At sixteen she 
married a young soldier, Dusan Ivkovic 
and within two years, their first of 
three children was born.  The family 
settled in Serbia and remained there 
until Ruza emigrated to Australia in 
1988 with her two daughters, her son 
remaining because of conscription to 
the army.

Having made this change for a better 
life, it was not without sadness too, 
marking the end of Ruza’s marriage.  
Ruza’s pride and joy were her six 
grandchildren.  She loved gardening 
and cooking the produce.  But one 
thing that stands out, is her desire to 
put others first and helping those less 
fortunate than herself.

Not in a position to help financially, 

Ruza used the only resource she had 
– her time.  Serving others bought her 
joy, starting with her family and then 
moving on to everyone else that was a 
part of her life, one way or another.

Each year she diligently took part in the 
ADRA Appeal, even after receiving the 
news her illness had progressed and 
she was terminal, just months before 
passing.  Rain, hail or shine she could 
be found each year at the Droop St and 
Ballarat Rd intersection in Footscray, 
outside Footscray Coles and outside 
Yarraville IGA, ADRA tin in hand.  The 
more tins she filled, she said, the 
better she slept.

Ruza is asleep again now, this time 
waiting for Christ’s return, when He 
will say “Well done, Ruza.  Well done,” 
and perhaps invite her to meet the 
people she helped influence for the 
Kingdom of God.  What a day that will 
be…

   

ADRA in Victoria recently lost a much loved and avid supporter of ADRA.  We would 

A new commandment 
I give to you, that you 

love one another: 
just as I have loved 
you, you also are to 

love one another.  By 
this all people will 

know that you are my 
disciples, if you have 
love for one another.

John 13:34-35

Settle Assist
ADRA's Settle Assist project, in 

partnership with Afri-Aus Care Inc., 

provides integrated social and mental 

health support services for at-risk 

migrant youth and their families in 

Melbourne's South East. Through our 

services and programs we promote 

social inclusion, crime prevention, 

community development and youth 

resilience. Together our partnership 

provides the following programs:

• Mentoring through basketball 

(Black Rhinos), healthy cooking on 

a budget, conversational English, 

alternative education pathways, 

community gardening and culturally 

specific family support.

• Advocacy through the court network 

and prison visits

• Pathways to training and 

employment through ADRA Café’s.

We are always looking for more willing 

volunteers to get involved, forming 

friendships and making a difference.  

Please contact Michaela Jones for more 

information: michaelajones@adventist.

org.au

Thank You
The manager, staff and volunteers 
of ADRA’s Centre of Influence in 
Croydon recently received this letter of 
appreciation…

“We are writing this note to say a huge 
thank-you to everyone involved in the 
Vive Café, Op Shop, hairdressing and 
child minding under the umbrella of 
ADRA.

We have been attending Vive Café on 
Thursday night for over two years.  
We arrived from Sydney having our 
business collapse and our family home 
taken over from the bank.

We found out about Vive Café doing 
volunteer work in Community Care 
through our local church.

We attend Vive Café most weeks where 
we receive a free restaurant quality 
three course meal. The table is always 
beautifully set.  The staff are always 
very friendly and offer service with 
a smile.  Not only do we receive the 
meals free but are also blessed with 
grocery provisions fruit, vegetables and 
bread.  We call this provision “Manna 
from Heaven.”

Not only are we blessed with the daily 
pantry needs but we get gourmet 
treats that we would not normally be 

able to purchase ourselves.  We get 
the bread & butter AND the jam & 
cream - the icing on the cake.  In our 
current financial circumstances we 
would not be able to survive without 
the generous assistance from Vive 
Café (ADRA).People not only come to 
Vive Café for a meal and provisions but 
for the community spirit and support 
too.  The staff at Vive Café are always 
very friendly and caring.  Always having 
a listening ear.  Guests come to the 
Vive Café for the social outing and for 
moral support, as a lot the people live 
on their own.  We enjoy mixing with the 
guests who come from many different 
backgrounds and often difficult 
circumstances.

We thank you all from the bottom of 
our hearts for the service you provide 
to ourselves and the community.  You 
sure make a huge difference to us and 
to a whole lot of people every week.

[Names supplied]

RUN Melbourne 2016 team

Pictured L- R: Rebecca Auriant (Director of 
ADRA -Victoria), Tricia Camp (Director TRY 
Australia), Charles Oryem (Coach), Karen 
Pearce (Basketball Victoria), Hon. Bruce 
Atkinson MP, Selba Luka (Director Afri-Aus 
Care) and Jamy Alex (Coach)

ADRA's Settle Assist ADRA Connections VanuatuADRA's Farmers Assist

Clint and Veronica from Longwarry Adventist 
Church

Project Updates
• Longwarry Adventist Church 

received a $5,000 government grant 
to support a new Op Shop and food 
pantry 

• Another ADRA Op Shop opened its 
doors in Boronia early July, further 
supporting the local community.  We 
need more volunteers - if interested 
email RebeccaAuriant@adventist.
org.au or call Rebecca on 0411 865 
790

• Burwood Adventist Church made 
67 care packs for the women’s 
refuges, as part of their Blue Jeans 
Day – a day of donning blue jeans 
and serving their community.  Other 
projects on the day saw members 
preparing and serving food at a 
soup kitchen, working with the local 
community cleaning up a nature 
reserve and donating blood! Run Melbourne...

Rain, hail or shine Ruza 
collected for ADRA

Ruza and her daughter - taken last year

NCC students undertook                             
a food  drive for Vive Cafe                      
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Sermon NotesSermon Notes
FOR KIDS

The Lord Calls to Samuel
The Lord called Samuel and he answered.  Here am I.  

(1 Sam 3:4)

Do you remember the story of how God 
spoke to Samuel when he was a small  

boy?
If not, read 1 Samuel 3:1-10.

God gave some instructions to Samuel 
when He spoke to him.  Samuel listened  

and obeyed God.
How can we listen and obey God?

God can speak to us today in many 
different ways.  Think of some ways 
that God might speak to us through 

things we see, people we know and the 
Bible...

 Take turns 
with your family 
answering these 

questions:
Have you ever 

heard God speak 
to you?

If you have, what 
did He sound like?
What would you 

like Him to talk to 
you about? 

FOR KIDS
God speaks to 
me through...

Play a listening game 
with with a friend or 
with someone in your 

family...

One person closes 
their eyes while the 
other person makes 
a noise, like bouncing 
a ball or screwing up 

paper)
The person with their 

eyes closed has to 
guess what the sound 

is...

Take turns being the 
person to make the 

noise

What is the main 

passage we are 

reading today?

Book:

Chapter:

Verse:

Sermon Notes

FOR KIDS
AS YOU ATTEND CHURCH SERVICE 

WITH YOUR FAMILY, USE 

THIS SHEET TO HELP YOU PAY 

ATTENTION AND LEARN. WE 

WANT YOU TO WORSHIP WITH 

US BY SINGING TO GOD AND 

LISTENING TO THE MESSAGE

Who is speaking?

Sermon Title

Listen to the Sermon! Make a mark for each time you hear:

Bible God Jesus Love Heaven Prayer

3 things
 I learned

 today:

2 things I didn’t understand:

Which song from today’s service 

is your favourite a
nd why?
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something new - Sermon 
notes for Kids - designed 
to help your children focus 
during the sermon, making it 
a worshipful and enjoyable 
experience for everyone... 
available for download at 
vic.adventist.org.au in the 
Childens Ministries section



By Saturday night the Pathfinder flags 
were lowered, Sabbath was closed, 
and it was time to Hike Out. The Level 
2 and 3 Pathfinders hiked to their sub 
camps while Level 1 Pathfinders did an 
orienteering activity at base camp.  

Sunday proved to be exciting - the 
Level 3’s began the day with a 30 metre 
abseil on Rocky Ned.  It was pretty 
daunting for some, but the Pathfinders 
showed their courage, pushing through 
it with a 100 % completion rate!  Level 
1 and 2’s hiked the day away, and, 
despite taking a wrong turn or two, 
the pancake and worship team did the 
afternoon rounds to ensure they all 
went to bed happy campers! 

Even with the freezing weather, many 
clubs experienced the unique blessing 
of Expedition.  Some of the feedback 
included how really great it was for 
the kids – getting them out in the wild 
and roughing it a bit, the blessings 
received from the messages and how 
clubs are already planning next year’s 
Expedition! 

There is plenty room in Pathfinders 

for you and your children.  If you 
would like to get your young people 
out of the house, into the bush, and 
equipped with some awesome skills, 
and experiencing God in a different 
way, then pathfinders is for you.  For 
information on where to find a club and 
how to be involved contact VicYouth on 
03 9264 7740 or vicyouth@adventist.
org.au.  We would love to have you! 

Simon Gigliotti

Clear blue skies, freezing cold air, fresh green paddock, and the sun setting over 
the horizon.  Peace.  It was 5:00 pm the day before the Pathfinder Expedition.  
Soon the paddock would be filled with tents, drum fires, gazebos, and 300 excited 
pathfinders sporting compasses and carrying maps, ready to have the time of 
their life!

And were they in for a treat!  The 
Strathbogie Ranges are one of 
Victoria’s finest spots to camp.  Not 
only is the scenery beautiful, but there 
is plenty of space for orienteering, 
hiking, and even abseiling, and this 
was all about to happen!  

Fast forward 24 hours. The 
orienteering course was mapped out, 
the abseiling instructors were rolling 
in, the worship area was set, and 
plenty of fun was waiting to happen. 

The Pathfinders arrived and then 
proceedings began with an opening 
worship from our guest speaker 
from Darwin, Pr Sean Tavai.  Over 
the course of the weekend, Pr Sean 
shared a number of messages where 
he challenged and encouraged the 

Pathfinders to “Rumble in the Jungle” 
of life! 

Drawing on 1 Timothy 6:12; “Fight 
the good fight for the true faith.  Hold 
tightly to the eternal life to which 
God has called you, which you have 
confessed so well before many 
witnesses,” Pr Sean reminded us 
that eternal life is only found in Jesus 
Christ and He is the one who will lead 
us through the struggles we face in 
this life.  

Pr Sean’s powerful messages were 
just the beginning of the blessings!  
We also enjoyed dramas led by Mariah 
Reed, praise and worship lead by 
Heritage College Pathfinder Club 
and some exciting Sabbath afternoon 
activities! 
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and it was time to Hike Out. The Level 
2 and 3 Pathfinders hiked to their sub 
camps while Level 1 Pathfinders did an 
orienteering activity at base camp.  
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Level 3’s began the day with a 30 metre 
abseil on Rocky Ned.  It was pretty 
daunting for some, but the Pathfinders 
showed their courage, pushing through 
it with a 100 % completion rate!  Level 
1 and 2’s hiked the day away, and, 
despite taking a wrong turn or two, 
the pancake and worship team did the 
afternoon rounds to ensure they all 
went to bed happy campers! 

Even with the freezing weather, many 
clubs experienced the unique blessing 
of Expedition.  Some of the feedback 
included how really great it was for 
the kids – getting them out in the wild 
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out of the house, into the bush, and 
equipped with some awesome skills, 
and experiencing God in a different 
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information on where to find a club and 
how to be involved contact VicYouth on 

Clear blue skies, freezing cold air, fresh green paddock, and the sun setting over 
the horizon.  Peace.  It was 5:00 pm the day before the Pathfinder Expedition.  
Soon the paddock would be filled with tents, drum fires, gazebos, and 300 excited 
pathfinders sporting compasses and carrying maps, ready to have the time of 
their life!

And were they in for a treat!  The 
Strathbogie Ranges are one of 
Victoria’s finest spots to camp.  Not 
only is the scenery beautiful, but there 
is plenty of space for orienteering, 
hiking, and even abseiling, and this 
was all about to happen!  

Fast forward 24 hours. The 
orienteering course was mapped out, 
the abseiling instructors were rolling 
in, the worship area was set, and 
plenty of fun was waiting to happen. 

The Pathfinders arrived and then 

Pathfinders to “Rumble in the Jungle” 
of life! 

Drawing on 1 Timothy 6:12; “Fight 
the good fight for the true faith.  Hold 
tightly to the eternal life to which 
God has called you, which you have 
confessed so well before many 
witnesses,” Pr Sean reminded us 
that eternal life is only found in Jesus 
Christ and He is the one who will lead 
us through the struggles we face in 
this life.  

Pr Sean’s powerful messages were 
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EDUCATION
A Celebration of Choice

On Friday, May 26, Brian Mercer 
represented Adventist Schools 
Victoria in the Upper House of 
Victorian Parliament to celebrate the 
beginning of financial support for non-
government schools by the Victorian 
Hamer Government, 50 years ago.  

This government legislation enabled 
Christian schools to provide a 
financially viable choice in education.  
Mr Mercer was one of five speakers to 
speak to the implications of this choice 
and to praise God for enabling our 
schools to be established as a result of 
this action.  He spoke of the challenges 

now facing Christian education, 
including the implications of legislative 
change and challenged schools to 
remain true to their Christian values.  
Pr Graeme Christian and Dr Daryl 
Murdoch, along with a number of 
Adventist school principals were also 
present at the celebration.

Positive Behaviour for Learning
Adventist Schools Victoria is currently undergoing a three-tiered implementation 
process known as Positive Behaviour for Learning, to bring about a school-wide 
cultural change in learning and behaviour.  We have completed Tier 1 and have just 
begun Tier 2 in all schools.  This is a minimum three-year process that provides 
evidence-based interventions and supports for students and teachers to ensure a 
positive learning environment.   

Training of school teams and leaders 
is being facilitated by of Dr Shiralee 
Poed of Melbourne Graduate School 
of Education, Melbourne University.  
A small group of volunteer staff 
completed further studies in 2016 at 
Melbourne University to learn more 
deeply on what is involved with Positive 
Learning and behaviour.  We anticipate 
data will demonstrate that these 
conditions add to the overall school 
improvement strategy for Adventist 
Schools Victoria.

ASV staff who embarked on learning 
about positive learning and behaviour 
include:  Helen Jakupec, Deveena Obst, 
Arna Jenkins, Jenny Kavur & Betty 
Lakovic.  Congratulations on achieving 
outstanding learning achievement and 
recognition!

And more recently, Marcia Robinson 
(Primary Deputy at Gilson College, 
Taylors Hill Campus) co-presented with 
Dr Shiralee Poed at the Educational 
Leaders Conference held in May, for 

the Australian Union and New Zealand 
Pacific Union Conferences.  Their 
presentation was well received. 

Kids Corner
Adventist Book Centre

Come visit us at the ABC (Central Rd Nunawading) and see 
our new Noah’s Ark Kids Corner.

I am really enjoying seeing the big smiles on those 
little faces when they come in the door and spot 
their own special play area – their faces just light up.  
Having the corner means their parents can browse 
and shop knowing their children are happy and safe.

If you haven’t been to our ABC before, we have a range 
of Bibles, Christian books and music, gifts, vegetarian 
foods and not alcoholic drinks.   

A fresh range of gifts have been unpacked and we have 
some new books, including Ricardo Bentancur’s Give Life to Your Dream – five principles for a happy life and Tamyra Horst’s 
Teach us to Pray.

So drop by, say hi and see what we have that you may like.                                                                          Tina Gilchrist (manager)

Caption

A Certified Trainer
Lorinda Bruce, the eLearning Education 
Consultant for Adventist Schools 
Victoria, also includes in her role the 
implementation and training of teachers 
with G-Suite for Education (Google 
Apps), SEQTA, iPads, Chromebooks and 
Digital Learning. 

The G-Suite is in use across all Adventist 
Schools in Victoria for Mail, Calendar, 
Drive, Docs, Sites, Forms, Classroom 
and more. This helps our schools 
communicate, collaborate and enhance 
the learning of our students.

In April this year, Lorinda became a 
Google for Education Certified Trainer. 
This world-recognised certification 
took months of preparation, with the 
application process including a trainer 
course, trainer skills assessment, Level 
1 & 2 Certified Educator exams, filming a 
trainer video and training history.

This qualification has given her 
membership to the global community 
of trainers, training materials, Google 
for Education directory listing, a demo 
domain, and an exclusive look at new 
product launches.

She is now one of approx 2000 trainers 
globally and one of 37 in Australia.  

As our schools across Victoria continue 
to grow and innovate, becoming digitally 
literate as teachers and students is 
vital.  Having someone with the training 
expertise to assist our schools is a great 
bonus for our system.

Congratulations 
Lorinda, and 
thank you. 

Brian speaking at parliament house 

Amelie had a great time 
while her mum shopped

NOTICES
25000 Spins – Touring East Coast of Tasmania in 2018.  Sign up now! Scan QR Code for more details:

HOMECOMING – Sydney Adventist Hospital, Sabbath 19th August, 2017.  
Wahroonga Church from 9.30am.  Classes of 1957, 1967, 1987, 1997 and 2007 are 
being especially honoured, but all welcome.

View program www.sahfoundation.org.au or phone 02 9487 9405 or email : foundation@sah.org.au

Register your interest. Call 1800 728 454 
pavilionsblackburnlake.com.au

An urban utopia exclusively for over 55s
Set amongst lush woodland across from Blackburn Lake 

Sanctuary, Pavilions presents a truly unique living experience 
for over 55s. Designed as a celebration of health, wellness and 
the great outdoors, it’s the perfect place to achieve a balanced 
retirement lifestyle. Welcome to your new standard in living. 

Children’s Ministries
Training Day

with
Beth Barnett

Nunawading 
Christian College

Sept. 2nd 9am-4pm

To Register: vic.adventist.org.au  Registrations close 28th of August

$30 including 
Morning Tea & Lunch

Register your interest. Call 1800 728 454 
pavilionsblackburnlake.com.au

An urban utopia exclusively for over 55s
Set amongst lush woodland across from Blackburn Lake 

Sanctuary, Pavilions presents a truly unique living experience 
for over 55s. Designed as a celebration of health, wellness and 
the great outdoors, it’s the perfect place to achieve a balanced 
retirement lifestyle. Welcome to your new standard in living. 

register 
at vic.
adventist.
org.au 
before 
Aug 18

Register your interest. Call 1800 728 454 
pavilionsblackburnlake.com.au

An urban utopia exclusively for over 55s
Set amongst lush woodland across from Blackburn Lake 

Sanctuary, Pavilions presents a truly unique living experience 
for over 55s. Designed as a celebration of health, wellness and 
the great outdoors, it’s the perfect place to achieve a balanced 
retirement lifestyle. Welcome to your new standard in living. 
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What if every Adventist 
returned tithe?

 30 more evangelism projects 

 80 more pastors working in new churches

 14 new church plants 

 A city based revival every two years

 Spiritual renewal for every member

 ...and 5,000 new members? 
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very Adventist returned tithe...

61% Local Pastoral Staffing

$ 7,294,765   63% - $14,000,000
The Conference employs 63 pastors, 21 youth 
pastoral workers and 15 lay ministers who 
work in local churches to achieve the church’s 
discipleship and evangelism goals. Our workers 
are supported by a team leader based in the 
Conference Office

15% Ministry Programs

$ 1,787,351   13% - $3,000,000 
The Victorian Conference runs 18 wide 
ranging programs and services for local church 
communities including Pathfinders, Women’s 
Ministry retreats, youth services, ADRA, 
Children’s Ministries and Safe Place Services

5% Local Evangelism Programs

$ 658,041   9% - $2,000,000
The Victorian Conference ran a number of 
formal programs including Hope Channel, 
“Christmas in July”, “Reaching the City” and 
funded 60 local church led outreach programs 
from Nhill to the Yarra Valley and beyond. 
A further 14 churches received conference 
grants to help establish or continue 

evangelism programs

2% Camp meeting

$ 275,969   2% - $400,000
Support for the hire of facilities and travel for 

speakers at the 2015 camp meeting attended by 
over 3,000 people

3% Education Ministry

$ 393,248   2% - $500,000
Tithe is used to part fund bible teacher salaries 
and the principals of primary and highs schools 

in Victoria

......

..
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We’re ready to introduce the next person to Jesus
Tithe amounts represented here is the tithe retained in Victoria for Victorian use. 20% of all tithe is transferred to the AUC, the SPD and the GC to fund other mission and evangelism projects.

Victorian 
Tithe 2016 

$11,981,000

Tithe Potential 
$22,400,000

13% Local Conference Leadership

$ 1,572,851   11% - $2,500,000
This includes paid staffing, building and IT 

costs, support costs for the range of committees 
of the church and its associated companies 

in the areas of audit, finance, administration, 
infrastructure and special interest areas

Tithe amounts represented here is the tithe retained in Victoria for Victorian use.  20% of all tithe is 
transferred to the AUC, the SPD and the GC to fund other mission and evangelism projects
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