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Have you ever been so inspired by someone that you were
totally compelled to imitate them? I have and I guess that
is the beginning of the mandate to Love Out LOUD!

Devotional by Faye Stothers

the

LOL

Mandate -

being so
inspired by
another, you
imitate them...

You can look at the lives of people like Mother Teresa, Fred Hollows,
The Booths or anyone on the long list of amazing human beings who
have expressed love out loud through their actions to others; but it
all starts with Jesus. He is the ultimate expression of love out loud:
first, through creating us with such an amazing capacity for love
and relationships; He followed that up by modelling deafening love
through His treatment of the both the influential and the outcasts
of humanity; then by giving the most costly of all demonstrations
- His life; and finally, through giving us eternity with Him. Wow!
Are you inspired? Maybe you need a little more help. Maybe you
feel you can’t imitate Divinity straight up. Perhaps you need to see
what humanity can aspire to first.
Let me just share how John, the guy
Jesus loved, inspired me to express
love out loud.
You might ask why this particular
disciple inspired me so much.
It is because he really got who
Jesus was and then was given the
enormous privilege of delivering
the revelation of the victorious
Jesus from the Patmos island...
Wow, what a vote of confidence.
But I am getting ahead a bit,
because he started very humbly.
John was a young teen who after
several trips to the Synagogue to
see if he was deemed by the Rabbi’s
smart enough to be educated,
failed miserably and had to join his
dad and brother fishing. I am afraid
his future was long cold nights
in a boat fishing and mornings
mending and cleaning stinky
fishnets; catching snippets of sleep
when possible; and visiting the
Synagogue only on Sabbath, sitting
up the back listening to the rabbis
and their smart students read and
cleverly commentate the Word.

That was until He met “The Word”.
Jesus came down to the sea of
Geneserat one morning with a few
thousand people in tow. Peter and
Andrew were there mending their
nets and young John was in his
dad’s boat with his brother James
doing the same. He observed Jesus
get in the other boat and preach
up a storm to the crowd; revealing
why he had come, and then he saw
the craziest thing. Jesus told Peter
to push the boat out into the deep
water and cast out his nets. Now
even John knew you never fish
Galilee that way; it’s always in the
dark and along the shallow edge.
He couldn’t believe Peter actually
agreed to it. He knew it all and he
had already been fishing all night.
John watched as Peter, the know-itall fiery man of the lake, submitted
to Jesus’ request and then was
overwhelmed by a catch so big it
filled his boat to overflowing and
John’s dad’s boat was recruited to
help contain the massive catch. As
if that wasn’t enough excitement
for one morning, this guy Jesus,

who was leading thousands of people
around, commanding nature to obey
His will and preaching with more
authority than anyone John had ever
heard anywhere, fixes His eyes on this
young teen and says, “follow me and
I will make you a fisher of men”. I am
sure John’s mind went back to the tests
given by the Rabbi’s and how he had
always squirmed at their questions,
feeling silly and inadequate. Yet, here
was the teacher who made them look
silly asking him to come and “learn from
me, I will do all the work and I will make
you all that you are not.” I doubt that
in that moment John understood that
his Creator was promising to make him
into a man worthy of taking over from
Him when it was time. I imagine that
just being seen as worthy to be taught
and valued for who he was, was enough
for this young man to leave his dad and
follow.
To share the entire journey of young
John from the day Jesus placed value
on him until his death, would take a
very long time; so let me just share one
exciting day with you. Found in the
first chapter of Mark’s gospel, this day
happened soon after the fishermen
were called (and don’t you love Mark
for his use of the word ”immediately”
so you know you are gonna get the
facts and quick?). Anyway, we find the
guys and Jesus going to the synagogue
on Sabbath in Capernaum. I can
imagine this is not new; they would
have rocked up there every Sabbath.
But this time is different because they
are with Him. The guy everyone is
talking about, the guy everyone wants
to know and get near. I bet for the
first time they shamelessly marched to
the front because He has given them
value and called them to be something
new. They were with The Guy, and He
was their Rabbi. He goes to the front
and preaches with amazing authority
and everyone in the congregation is
moved and see something profound
in His grasp of the “Word”. No wonder
John later says “And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us”. He saw it
happen! Can you imagine young John
nudging the people around him proudly
saying this is my rabbi, He chose me.
Then a man began screeching from the
back, full of demons; demanding to
know why Jesus had come and telling
those present that Jesus was the Holy

one of God. Jesus commanded the
demons to be silent and leave. Once
again His command is obeyed even
by demons and everyone was amazed
at the authority He showed. Think of
young John… can you even imagine
how he felt. I think that his already
insane admiration for Jesus was really
peaking now. I can hear him saying to
anyone who would listen; “I’m with
Him, He chose me”.
The excitement of the day gets even
better as they show up at Peter’s house
for Sabbath lunch. His Mother-in-law
is very sick with a fever, totally unable
to get up to host lunch for her special
guests. By the way, she must been
really sick because these women were
not whooses, they had to be nearly
dead not to work. Jesus healed her
and immediately she got up and began
serving them. The day was still not over
and their lesson in love for the day still
had more finishing touches.
Word about Jesus spread very quickly
and He healed and cast out many
demons and Mark tells us that the entire
city was gathered at the door of the
house. Can you understand why John
knew first hand of Jesus love? It was
so catchy. Such an inspiring day to see
an entire city moved by Him and I can
hear John saying, this is my rabbi, He’s
teaching me, He’s growing me, He’s the
bomb, He’s it and He wants me…
John became a person Jesus trusted
in His inner circle. From that position,
John witnessed His intimacy with the
Father, His tender heart breaking as
he realised the magnitude of the task
before Him and John fell head over heals
for Jesus. There was no going back.
Jesus asked John to care for his mother
at the cross and left His ministry in his
and the other disciple’s hands…
Get that? The ministry of heaven
in human hands!
But you might say it was easy
for John, he saw Jesus do
His thing and I only get to
read about it. It was not
easy for John. Imagine
having everything about
your life shaken up, living
on the streets, having
the
religious
rulers
constantly wanting to
do you in, watching
your best friend

in the universe suffer and die the most
horrible of deaths for people who
were non the wiser for His deafening
proclamation of love.
John calls himself the disciple Jesus
loved and we might think that
presumptuous of him. Jesus didn’t. It
was confidence in a Saviour who proved
over an over to be faithful and loving.
The great part is that you or I can put
our own name in there as the disciple
Jesus loved. That is confidence. John’s
confidence in Jesus was tested as he
was constantly under attack to prevent
his divine mandate unfolding. At one
point John was even dipped in boiling
oil. I am not trying to put you off (he
came out untouched by the way), I am
simply telling you it costs sometimes
to follow this amazing Jesus. As King
David says “I will not offer to the Lord
that which costs me nothing.”
What ever the cost, He is worth it. You
will never have a better experience,
wilder ride, see more miracles or change
your world than when you step out of
your comfort zone and do what He did.
Love out loud. It is your mission, your
privilege, your joy and destiny to shout,
not through you religious practice but
through your actions, to others the
deafening roar of love that flows from
heaven.
He is life; He is your very existence and
your only future… so go on… go for it.

“For in Him we live and
move and have our being;
as even some of your own
poets have said we are his
offspring.”
Acts 17:28
Faye Stothers
Chaplain
Heritage
College

there.
I have always wondered if the disciples
ever had an inkling that to follow Jesus
could potentially cost them their lives.
I’ve always wondered if, at the time Jesus
called them to follow, He also warned
them that it was going to be a little bit
on the life-threatening edge of things. I
wonder!

By Pastor Moe Ioane stiles

Well, 2013 has well and
truly arrived. For the Youth
Department it feels as if the years
have merged into one, but we
are now fully launched into a new
year, with new opportunities,
visions and energy.
As per usual, the beginning of our year
is always a little chaotic in an organised
kind of way. We started with Youth
Congress in Queensland, which I hope
you have read up about in the RECORD,
then went straight into our two amazing
God-weeks of Summer Camp. Each
year, God seems to take these camps to a
whole new level of astounding intensity.
2013 saw record numbers attend
both our Juniors and Teens, while the
commitments made have blown us out of
the water. God is so good, and again we
feel honoured and privileged to be in the
frontline; witnessing and experiencing
Him at work on our kids and
staff alike. It

is so hard to express just what it is like
to be in the presence of God as He does
what He does - turning lives upside down
and inside out. I often wish our church
community could have a glimpse into the
intense weeks we had with our beautiful
Juniors and Teens.
Juniors - 108 campers
93 want ot love out loud for Jesus
46 would like to be baptised
Teens - 125 campers
114 want to love out loud for jesus
30 would like to be baptised

This year we also experienced another
staff baptism and I hope she will get to
share her story with you herself. But Gina
Al Ali gave her life to Jesus in baptism as
a testimony of what God has done in her
life. It was truly moving and a powerful
experience for our campers and staff.

So 2013! What is in store for us at
VicYouth? Well,
I am not exactly
sure - God

continues to be the only one fully in
control of our year and future. What we
can share is VicYouth’s focus for 2013,
which He has placed in our hearts and
enabled us to implement.
As shared in previous years, we have
decided to align our theme with that
of our General Conference Youth
Department and this year it is Mission
& Service. After much prayer and
discussion amongst our VicYouth Team,
we have decided to focus our thoughts on
Acts 17:28, which has become our theme
text.

For in Him we live and move and have our
being. As some of your own poets have
said, ‘We are His offspring.’ (NIV)
Our focus this year is the ultimate mission
of Jesus. He came to give us life and to
give it in abundance - this is everything:
Jesus focused, breathed, acted, it is all!
He came with the mission of reconciling
His children to God, to seek and save the
lost. His ultimate mission was to reveal
the character of the Father in all His
glory. This is our mission and mandate!
The service aspect of our theme we see
portrayed on the cross - Jesus’ mission
was served and made real when He hung

We do not have to look far to see that it
costs to follow Jesus. But didn’t it cost
Him dearly, when He decided to come
on a mission to earth? It cost Him His
life! So the notion we are challenging
this year is that when we accept the
mission of following Jesus, it really means
following Him – no matter the cost. The
mission of seeking and saving the lost,
reconciliation, revealing the character of
God will cost. But we are on a mission for
Him.

The theme at Summer Camp was
‘Love Out Loud’. What could this look
like unspoken? What would the followers’
of Jesus lives look like? What would our
communities experience with this whole
notion of allowing our lives to shout
love? It is easy to say ‘we love you’. ‘I
love you’ may be a little harder… but it is
even harder to put our lives on the line,
because we are innately selfish people
and we don’t want to hurt and we don’t
want to feel pain we don’t want our love
to cost anything.

Mission and Service go hand in
hand. When we have a mission
we serve! And in this case, as Jesus
displayed His heart of service whilst on
the cross, we in turn, as His disciples, will
do likewise. We may never experience

being hung on one, but we do have
crosses to bear and it will differ from
person to person. It could be our
familiy’s disownment, a friend’s ridicule,
abandonment, rejection, financial
difficulties, feeling of unworthiness… the
list goes on. And this is the cost! Mission
and Service, will mean sacrifice. It will
challenge us out of our comfort zone. It
will cost us something.
The good news is this: it is not us doing
the moving and serving and missioning.
The reason we chose our theme text is
because it is only through Jesus that we
are able to “live and move and have our
being.” As young people it is very easy
to become excited about things (before
becoming marred by the spirit of cynicism
- blessings upon you, may you be shielded
from this).
Let us get excited about living a life of
service, and taking on a mission, but let’s
not get caught up in our own abilities and
skills and experiences. There is nothing
good in and about us. It is only through
God’s grace that we are able to do
anything at all good, and loving is costly.
As a pastor once preached, ‘I have no
love in me to give, I have to pray that God
puts a love in my heart to love’. It is true
of all of our lives. I think that we are able
to experience a freedom in our discipling
only when we fully rely on Jesus and not
on our own strength.
The mission and service of Jesus on this
earth, as His hands and feet, will be real,
authentic, honest and raw… and again
may I say, costly. But it is important to
draw on HIm, the one in whom ‘we live
and move and have our being.’

So 2013? The year of Mission &
Service! How will God’s mission
for us be served in our community?
My challenge for our youth groups this
year is to spend time as a group praying
and meditating over this focus. As Jesus
moves and lives and dwells amongst you,

what will He reveal as His mission and
service that is particular and unique to
your community? On another thought, as
a youth group, how can Jesus serve you
this year? Because as you allow Jesus to
pour into your community, you will not be
able to help but overflow into your wider
circle.
So what? What are some practical ways
we can go about this outside of our local
church scene? All VicYouth events and
ministries will be focusing on this text
and theme, from youth rallies to camps
to trainings to gatherings. We want to
meditate on and absorb this text into
our pores so that we may not be caught
out relying on our own charisma and
strength, but that all that is done through
us is the leading and outpouring of Jesus
Himself.
And the exciting part is that how it
will look will be different in each of our
various local youth groups, but with
the same end result -we will have had
an experience with Jesus working and
moving through us, and we in return will
continue to give Him honour and glory
and praise, because He is the one that will
be at work.

We just need to be ready to follow!
I pray this year you will experience Jesus
in a mighty way as He pours Himself over
you, that you will be moved to reveal Him
in all His glory, and that our communities
will see His character in fullness. He’s
given us this authority, may we do Him
justice in our mission and service. I also
pray that whatever it may cost you,
He will bring peace that surpasses all
understanding. I pray that He makes
Himself ever so present when He allows
you to fully walk in His shoes and allows
you to get a glimpse into what it felt
like for Him, and that He will give you
strength and might to push through.
Pr Moe Ioane-Stiles
Youth Director
Victorian Conference

introducing the
Vicyouth theme and focus for 2013
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More Baptisms - counting!
Werribee Church
Brethren from Myanmar have come
together at Werribee on several
occasions to witness the baptisms of
members committing to Christ.

Pr Croft and Naw Marina Shwe

In August, they were joined by Pr Darren
Croft and his family. Pr Croft delivered
a beautiful sermon and his wife, Rosalie,
had the kids enthralled with the children’s
story.
There were four baptismal candidates,
and the whole church, together with
the angels in heaven, rejoiced as they
demonstrated their decision to follow in
the footsteps of Christ, through baptism.

U Thein Naing being baptised after having bible
studies via Skype
Eh Soe Ree and Thaw Ray Htoo

Naw Marina Shwe’s eldest son was
baptised twelve years ago at Helen
Hall’s academy in Thailand. Ecstatic
in his newfound faith and the Sabbath
truth, he wanted passionately for his
family to follow him. His brother was
baptised in 2009, while his parents and
aunt began having studies in 2010. It
was with much joy that he witnessed his
mother’s baptism and he asks that we
all remember his aunt and father in our
prayers.
U Thein Naing grew up a staunch
Buddhist. He was disowned by his
parents 36 years ago when he married
a Christian girl. They would attend
each other’s religious services, but were
otherwise untouched by their spouse’s
beliefs. Forced to become refuges, the
couple finally resettled in Brisbane. In
2010, Nan Shwe Myat Kyaw, lay pastor
for Werribee, was preaching in Brisbane
and the Holy Spirit used her message to
touch the heart of U Thein Naing. He
wanted to have Bible studies, but with
Nan living in Melbourne, it seemed this
would never happen. But then, through
divine providence, both Nan and U Thein
Naing installed skype on their computers
quite independently, and the Bible
studies commenced.
Two of the young people of the
congregation were also baptised; Eh
Soe Ree and Thaw Ray Htoo, and their
baptisms were witnessed with as much
joy as those of the older candidates.

Pr Stenio Gungadoo and O Pot , the 40th
candidate since 2007
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Then in December, O Pot was
baptised. A 71 year old Buddhist, she
and her husband lived in a small village

in Myanmar and sent their children to
the Adventist school where they came
to know Christ. For some time this lady
suffered from fear and insomnia, and
believed only the power of Christ could
cure her, in spite of remaining a Buddhist,
along with her husband.
When the Myanmar government troops
drove the Karen people into Thailand
and the refugee camps, O Pot and her
husband found themselves displaced.
Many of their children were already
settled in Melbourne and they sponsored
their parents, who were able to join them
here late last year.
Remembering her conviction that baptism
and what it represented would cure
her insomnia, O Pot told her Adventist
daughter she wanted to become a
Christian. She had Bible studies and was
baptised in December, with Pr Stenio
Gungadoo preaching.
Now she is happy, and no longer suffering
insomnia and fear. O Pot praises the Lord
for His wonders in her life.
She was the fortieth candidate to be
baptised since the church group was
organised in June, 2007. Praise God.
Mervin Myat Kyaw

The Mission Field of 2012
North Fitzroy Church
We all want Jesus to come and know
that the Gospel must first go to all
the world. Yet we seem to be having
trouble merely taking it to our own
neighbourhoods!
In a suburb where non-Christians far
outnumber Christians, our little Adventist
church stands surrounded by both
multi-million dollars homes and public
housing high rise apartments, inhabited
by the affluent and the underprivileged
- many alcohol and drug dependent – to
whom we have been reaching out: we’ve
invited overseas and local guest speakers
to conduct special series; built up our
children’s ministries and Sabbath School
classes; held a Revelation Seminar; run
weekly church hospitality lunches; and
faithfully continued the soup kitchen for
local community people.
But we have often felt like Alexander
Dickson, an African missionary who
accepted the Sabbath truth in the 1860’s.
Excommunicated by his missionary

organisation, he returned to Melbourne
pioneering the Seventh-day Sabbath
message, and it turned out to be at even
more personal expense. Eventually he
gave up in discouragement and left for
California. Surprisingly, his work is the
reason Adventist pioneer missionaries
chose to begin in Melbourne rather than
Sydney.
This same invisible influence has also
drawn people to Christ and the Sabbath
truth here at North Fitzroy. We have
been excited and surprised to hear of
the Holy Spirit’s work accessing people’s
homes and hearts for Christ through
modern technology! God is using the
internet to break down barriers.
Though naturally gregarious,
circumstances led Tony to became
reclusive, mainly connecting with
others through the internet. Online
discussions sent him searching for the
truth about God. He realised he could
pray to God but didn’t know His name.
“Someone told me Satan was like a god
too,” Tony explains. “I wanted to be sure
I was praying to the true God, so I prayed
to God, to Jesus and Yahweh, the God of
Abraham and Isaac just to be sure.”
The Holy Spirit led him to spiritual truths
as he sought God with all his heart. He
accepted Christ and realising he needed
to give up smoking, he prayed to his new
found God for help. He had no craving
after that prayer and his boss wanted his
secret!
“You probably won’t want to hear this,”
he’d say when asked, “but I’ve come to
know Jesus and he is doing this for me.”
Tony’s brother Zed also noticed the
change in him. One day Zed complained
of a debilitating sore foot that was
keeping him from his building work.
“Well,” said Zed, “isn’t Jesus supposed to
help with this?”
“He did in the Bible anyway,” Tony
reflected, a little unsure.
“Let’s pray about it,” suggested Zed.
They did. Then Zed stood and moved his
foot this way and that, totally pain free.
With a prayer of thanks, he returned to
work.
Studying together on the internet,
the brothers became convicted of
the Sabbath truth. They found our
church online, and soon joined us for
worship. There was much rejoicing as we
witnessed Tony’s baptism.
Graeme is a young business manager
who also found North Fitzroy through
the Church website. As a child in a

country town, he had some exposure
to Adventism through his friends. Last
year, he determined to get his life on
track and go to church. The only church
he remembered was the Adventist church
so he ‘googled’ it. Graeme tells of a time
when he was thrown overboard by a large
wave while working on a fishing trawler.
A fellow worker “just happened” to hook
his thick clothing with a gaff hook, and
listening, I thanked God for rescuing
Graeme spiritually in a far gentler but
as effective way, through the waters of
baptism.

Tony Riitevski finding God online

Another Sabbath, Annie, who had just
moved to Melbourne, was wheeled into
church by her visiting friend. Suffering
cerebral palsy, Annie’s biological parents
could not accept her and she was fostered
to a Christian family.
“In those days, any child with a disability
was labelled as being mentally ill if they
couldn’t talk,” Annie wrote. But to
everyone’s surprise she was given the
opportunity to receive a special education
and today she can communicate through
a special computerised device and head
pointer, by which she typed a two-page
testimony for her baptism.
“From the age of 12 until last year, I
rebelled against the both the Baptist and
the Adventist church because I felt I was
being Bible bashed, “Annie testified. Last
year she was hospitalised with chronic
bronchitis. “One night I woke up three
quarters out of bed. I yelled and yelled,
but no one came… ‘Jesus help me’ I cried.
‘I’m sorry for my sins, I’m frightened and
scared and cold.’

Graeme Price - A North Fitzroy
member, thanks to technology!

“Within seconds the whole room felt
warm and a soft, gentle voice said, ‘You
will not fall and your sins have been
forgiven.’ A gentle hand lifted my upper
body back onto the bed. I don’t know if it
was Christ or an angel that night, but the
room was so warm and loving.”
Every week, Annie loves to participate in
church and Sabbath School discussion,
with well-placed comments through her
computerised speaking device. We have
come to love Annie and having her with
us strengthens our church family.

Annie Norton’s Baptism after give her
incredible testimonuy
Natasha & Glenn Wilson ( Story on Page 10)

Thank God for faithful men and
women in the past who like Alexander
Dickson, passionately witnessed,
served and sacrificed for God’s truth in
North Fitzroy. In 2013, we are already
planning two more baptisms to begin
the New Year and waiting expectantly
and excitedly to co-operate with the
Holy Spirit in more amazing adventures
for God’s glory.
Bev Hankinson
IntraVic // 9
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Family Rejoicing
North Fitzroy Church
Teenage brother and sister, Natasha
and Glenn have grown up attending
our church. In their heart-warming,
baptismal testimonies they told of
their appreciation of their parent’s and
grandparent’s love and guidance over
them and spoke fondly of memorable
nature walks.

Brother and Sister Baptism Duo - Natasha and
Glenn Wilson

Glenn has faced faith challenges in his
part-time job from an annoyed employer
who could not understand his issues with
Saturday job training.
“After praying about the problem, to
my surprise, they almost immediately
called me and allowed me to complete
the training day on a Monday morning
instead. This is something I was
extremely thankful about and it
showed me God really does care and
helps us to make good decisions to do
what is right,” Glenn testified.

Greenvale’s Operation Christmas Child
Project sent gifts to PNG and
FIJI

Both teenagers stated their appreciation
of Bible studies they had with Pr
Hankinson and their interesting teen
Sabbath School. They also enjoy
participating in the children’s music group
where they play songs and hymns in a
number of church services throughout
the year.
It is truly wonderful when we see the
young people of our church take this
momentous step.
Bev Hankinson

An Update on Bags of Love
Frankston Church
Last year we bought you a story from
Frankston, of a group of ladies and their
Bags of Love project. They have been
working hard for nine months and their
collection of quilts is accumulating.

Northpoint Commiunity Centre & Men’s Shed’s
Hot Rod Show was featured in local paper

Bendigo’s UnfFinished Objects Craft Group

Recently they donated ten quilts and a
number of stuffed animals to a unit at
Box Hill Police Station which specialises
in dealing with sexual abuse of children.
Those who made the delivery were
touched by the pressure the detectives,
who are parents themselves, must
experience as they deal with the
traumatised children and difficult
circumstances, and ask that you think of
them in your prayers.
Often the children who are interviewed
are given a rug or toy to hold, to
encourage a feeling of security as they
relive their story, and now, rather than
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having to leave these articles at the
station when they leave, because of Bags
of Love, they may be able to take them
with them. This is an area of growing
need, and something the Frankston
church members will pursue.
Judy Waters

SAMARITAN PURSE SHOE
BOXES
GREENVALE CHURCH
For the fifth consecutive year members
of the Greenvale Seventh-day
Adventist church have filled shoe boxes
with gifts for the annual Operation
Christmas Child project.
Commencing with a total of 32 boxes
in 2008, this year’s total amounted to a
record 55. All church families donated
at least one or more boxes, and included
a $9 donation to cover sea freight,
receiving country transportation costs
and other costs essential to the project.
This year the shoe boxes are going to
under privileged children in PNG and Fiji.
Co-ordinator, Julie Newsome says she is
thrilled with the response.
Colin Woods

Vrooooom at the Shed
Northpoint Church
Recently the Tullamarine Men’s Shed
and Northpoint Community Centre
entertained the community and raised
money for more equipment with a Hot
Rod show of close to 100 cars from
avid hot rodders from Hume and the
surrounding areas.
It was a great way to increase exposure,
meet people and help the community
as members of the Shed often built
things for the local community with their
equipment.

UFO’s Still Flying High!
Bendigo Church
In 2006, one of the programs offered
by Bendigo Church through their Life
on Bay Street Outreach Centre, helping
to connect people with each other, was
their UnFinished Objects Craft Group.
Even though the centre is no longer
operational, the craft group, which
commenced with just five members all
those years ago, is still going strong under
the encouragement of Lynda Scott, with
29 people now in regular attendance.
Danielle Synot

“Pray the Radical Prayer”
North West Bush Camp
Friday evening, the 2nd of November
marked the start of the 2012 North
West Bush Camp on the banks of the
Darling River. 300 plus campers from
Victoria, New South Wales and South
Australia spent Thursday and Friday
setting up their swags, tents, caravans,
motor homes, houseboats and the paddle
wheeler, ‘Coonawarra’, on Kelso Station
in Wentworth.
The opening meeting had guest speaker,
Pastor Derek Morris, introduce the
theme for camp: Pray the Radical
Prayer. Meetings over the remainder of
camp, which concluded on the following
Tuesday, explained Jesus’ challenge to
each of us as found in Luke 10:2.
Each day started with morning worship at
7.00am, followed by Children’s, Jet’s, and
Adult programs. Afternoons were filled
with activities such as a car gymkhana,
Adventurers activities, movies in the Big
Tent, Laser Force, swimming and skiing,
or simply enjoying free time with friends,
sitting beside the river in the shade of
a red gum. The days concluded with a
combined meeting in the Big Tent and a
visit to the ABC store.
Sabbath morning saw a ‘Hope Sabbath
School’ style panel discussion with the
panel comprised of youth from Mildura
church.
The Children’s program (ages 0-9)
featured the story of Daniel, complete
with craft activities, characters dressed
in costume, puppets and a talking lion!
Over 80 eager young campers packed
into the tent for the Sabbath morning
session.
The Jets (Junior & Early Teens) were
cared for by a visiting group of students
from Lilydale Academy who presented
the Pilgrims Progress story through
drama, songs and activities. The ‘Teen
Café’ was a popular hang out after the
evening meetings. Thanks go to the
Lilydale students and their leaders for
making the effort to attend camp.
The combined church service
encouraged attendees to
prepare themselves to Pray
the Radical Prayer.
What is this prayer?
In Luke 10:2 Jesus
explains that “the

harvest (the work of ‘leading men and
women to a saving knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ and gathering them into the
Kingdom of God’) truly is great, but the
labourers are few, pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he would send
forth labourers into his harvest.”

Pr Morris - Pray the Radical Prayer

“Send forth labourers” isn’t an accurate
translation. The Greek verb used by Jesus
in Luke 10:2 is ekballo, which means “to
throw out,” or “to cast out.” What Jesus
is asking you to do is earnestly plead with
the Lord of the harvest “to throw out”
labourers, “to hurl out” labourers, “to
cast out” labourers into His harvest.
Bringing it down to a more personal level,
Pastor Morris encouraged each person
to pray “Lord of the harvest, I earnestly
beg you to throw out labourers into your
harvest, and you have my permission to
begin with me.”
That is a radical prayer!
Sabbath saw over 475 in attendance, and
as in past years, meal times in the dining
tent were one of the highlights of camp.
2,235 meals were prepared and served by
the kitchen staff (not including breakfasts
which were donated by Sanitarium). A
fantastic effort!

Panel discussion with Mildura Youth

Sabbath afternoon witnessed the
dedication of young Sophie Morton and
the baptism of Beni Guljas and Wayme
Pajares in the waters of the Darling
River.
2012 was the sixth year of the North West
Bush Camp, organised by a committee of
Mildura Church members and generously
supported by the Victorian Conference.
Camp would not happen without the
assistance of a large group of volunteers.
To all those who helped with camp
set-up, catering, cleaning, the smooth
running of the many
programs and packing
up, please accept the
thanks of all those
who attended.

The Story of Daniel for the Children’s
Program
Beni Guljas & Wayme Pajares were baptised in
the Darling River

Ray de Groot

Guest speaker,
Derek Morris
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Thank You
Nunawading Church
Road to Bethlehem was once again
a huge success last December, and
organisers would like to express their
gratitude to those who contributed in many
different ways.
Over 14000 visitors walked the Road to
Bethlehem during the four evenings, with
the busiest evening seeing over 4000
people. A new addition in 2012 was the
Evangelism Tent, designed to showcase
our church’s beliefs and what we offer
to the community. Several families
took advantage of the opportunities
offered and enrolled their children into
Adventurers and Pathfinders on the spot.

Volunteer’s
participating in
RTB - Herrod’s
Palace and the
Angel

Postal requests for 6-month subscriptions
to Signs magazine continue to arrive
and during the next month requests for
either Bible reading guides or further
information about our church will be
followed up.
Carrum Downs
Samoan Women’s
Ministry Team
sharing a meal in
honour a visiting
Grandmother

We will never know the full extent of
the impact RTB has had, this side of
Heaven.
At the conclusion of the program in the
Manger scene, one visitor was overheard
asking their partner “What is eternal life?”
Who knows how that seed will grow.
The RTB committee praises God for the
opportunity provided to sow such seeds,
and requests that you pray for those who
attended, for the postal requests that are
being followed up and for the ongoing
planning for 2013.

Olive Blyde delievered meals
toFelix for 14 years

Charlotte Carey

To the Least of These…
Carrum Downs Samoan
Church
We have started the 2013 with a new
resolution to build relationships
through fellowship together in our
houses. This got one of our members
thinking about a grandmother who was
visiting in one of our homes.

Springvale’s
Original
building
(LEFT) & the
renovated
church
(below)
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The Women’s Ministry team decided to
invite her for a meal in my house and she
came. Everyone contributed to the tasty
meal which we all enjoyed.
The fellowship was quiet at first but as we
continued to ask and answer questions
the room soon filled with noise and
laughter. After our meal we moved to
the lounge and listened to our visitor’s
stories of how sweet it is to work for the
Lord. She also said she never thought
anyone would care about her and she was
very appreciative of the effort. We gave

her a gift and concluded the day with an
evening worship, lots of hugs and tender
loving kisses.
This reminded us of what Jesus said,
“…When you did it to one of the least of
these my brothers and sisters, you were
doing it to me.”
Heta Erika

Meals on Wheels

members and the many who contributed
through donations. Thank you to all
involved. Church members are looking
to moving forward and becoming a
significant presence in their area.
Errol Rahiman with IntraVic

Sharing Hope with the
Community
Yarra Valley Church

Warburton Church
Eighty-four year old great
grandmother, Olive Blyde, recently
retired after 40 years as a volunteer for
Meals on Wheels. Olive, a member of
the original committee, started delivering
meals as a volunteer with Yarra Ranges
Council when she was 44.
Two years ago she had heart surgery, but
subsequently continued with her selfless
service to the local community. Now that
she is retired, Olive said she misses her
chats with the hundreds of people she
visited.
“Delivering Meals on Wheels was a
pleasure which I really enjoyed. I was
always glad I was able to deliver them,
especially when it was to people younger
than me!”
Sue Marshall

a long-anticipated
reopening!
Spingvale Church
With the grace of God and His constant
leading and guidance, Springvale
Church recently celebrated the event
of their re-opening after extensive
renovations, with a special dedicatory
service held on Sabbath afternoon, Feb
2. Following the service, those present
continued the celebration as they shared
a light supper.
Back in 2004 church members, aware
of the general rundown condition of the
premises, explored the options of either
renovating or relocating. Choosing
to renovate, the lengthy process of
fundraising and planning began and by
March last year, they were finally ready to
proceed. While the work took place, the
local Lutheran church kindly agreed to
rent their premises to us for our services,
until the building passed inspection at the
beginning of December.
Many people were involved in this
lengthy process – church members on the
planning and fundraising committees,
Council staff, draftsmen, Conference
staff, our ministers, the Lutheran church

God has greatly blessed those
attending the Prophecies of Hope
seminars conducted by Pr Peter Watts
and held at Wandin.
For 20 nights, Peter brought alive the
great truths contained in the Bible.
The Holy Spirit convicted hearts and
community visitors have requested
baptism, while the church members have
been brought closer to God as a result of
the programs.
The seminars were held on Saturday and
Sunday evenings and attendees were
given program summaries and literature
after each meeting. Over the course of
ten weeks, many firm friendships were
made between community visitors and
church members.
The program concluded with a healthy
vegetarian meal, which more than 50
people enjoyed.
We pray for God’s continued blessings to
all who attended.
Harold Waldrip

Christmas Hampers
Plenty Valley Church
In conjunction with our Crisis Relief
programme, church members again
delivered Christmas Hampers to our
community. We were able to choose
30 of the more needy families whom we
had served during 2012, in addition to a
further ten hampers for homeless folk in
community emergency housing.
Our regular volunteers each purchased
quantities of different items - all
organised by Donna. These were brought
to church on Sabbath morning and
packed by our efficient junior Sabbath
School class. Each of the children’s
Sabbath School classes had made very
nice Christmas cards which were included
in the hampers along with all the other
Christmas goodies.
Church members, along with our
volunteers, took on responsibility for
ringing the recipients and delivering the
hampers with our best wishes.

They were very well received and
appreciated not only for the gift, but for
the friendship as well.

Harold Waldrip and Peter Watts from Yarra
Valley Church

Nancy Piez

A Country Christmas
Bayles Church
Once again the Christmas Program
put on by the Bayles Church for the
elderly residents at Killara Hostel, Koo
Wee Rup was a wonderful success. The
children took part by singing songs, and
playing little musical instruments - they
won the hearts of everyone there.
Pam Wiwsyk (on the right) is pictured
handing over to the Killara Staff member
on duty that day, one of the two baskets
of gifts donated by the church members one gift for each of the 50 residents.
The residents invited their family
members to come and enjoy the program
with them and they too expressed their
delight for the wonderful variety of items.

Plenty Valley Junior Sabbath School Class
with hampers they’d prepared

Pam handing over a pamper of gifts to Killara
staff as part of Bayles’ Christmas Program

Bayles Communications

Making a Difference
Shepparton Church
Saturday night, Nov 17, was a night
to be remembered for all the right
reasons. The teens and youth at
Shepparton organised an auction and
cent-a-vote concert to raise money for
ADRA and charity work in Africa. Early
Christmas shopping was conducted by
the attending adults - all sorts of goodies
were auctioned off. A mystery box was
vigorously bid for (which contained 52
stuffed platypi (guess what all their
friends got for Christmas) and all sorts of
delicious food and beverages were able to
be bought and consumed whilst listening
to various musical and talent acts.

The children, as always, were a highlight
for residents

Shepparton’sTeens and youth were all
involved in the fundraising evening

The auctioneer, emcees and entertainers
were all under the age of 18 and did a
wonderful job of mentoring the younger
kids, getting money out of the adults
(their parents!) and raising funds for
much needed projects. This group of kids
have met at a local family’s home every
Thursday night for the last 18 months and
they wanted to make a difference. And
they did! Over $1100 was raised (and an
amazing number of 5c coins needed to be
banked). Well done guys.
Cheryl Lon Ho Kee
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Colin Timms’ Log Home - including a look
at one of the inside rooms

Refreshment in
Marysville
Literature Evangelists
Marysville was the place chosen by our
Victorian team for their end of year
retreat. A hand-built log home provided
the perfect bush-setting escape after
a full on year of door knocking. The
home was built by Collin Timms after his
original log house was destroyed in the
devastating Marysville bushfires. Here
are some comments from those who
attended…

A peak at one of the rooms inside

“My family and I spent a wonderful
spiritual time in a quiet bush setting
with fellow Literature Evangelists and
their families. Sabbath afternoon was
spent discovering Stevensons Falls just
up the road. We all enjoyed many cool
refreshing drinks from the natural springs
along the paths. Praise God for His
abundance.”
Peter Smith
“I really enjoyed getting together with
the other Literature Evangelists and
fellowshipping with their families.”
Noeleen Hawkins.
“I can’t imagine sharing Sabbath in a
better way. The group worship in the
log cabin was informal and friendly. We
shared personal testimonies, singing,
prayers and meals amidst majestic
mountain scenery.”
John Sheermeijer

some of the literature evangelist team who
enjoyed the log cabin environment on their
retreat

Joe Paola, Pr David Riley and John Sheermeijer

“Can we stay another night?”

Isaac Paola

Our Jesus said, “Come ye yourselves
apart into a desert place, and rest
awhile.” These compassionate words
of Christ were spoken not only to His
disciples many years ago, but also to His
workers today.
We thank Him for providing in His
creation, places where we can go and
be refreshed and renewed in strength
to better serve Him.
Joe Paola

Hot doors in
Hampton Park
Literature Evangelists

Dave Edgren
Children’s
Ministries
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On Thursday 29th of November,
Melbourne experienced a record breaking
day of hot weather. It was sticky and
uncomfortable, but our plans to work
in the Hampton Park area for our Casey
church were not hindered.
Pr David Riley, who probably has the
biggest smile in our conference, read
from Romans chapter 10 verses 13-15,

“For anyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved. But how can they
call on Him to save them unless they
believe in Him? And how can they believe
in Him if they have never heard about
Him? And how can they hear about Him
unless someone tells them? And how will
anyone go and tell them without being
sent? That is what the scriptures mean
when they say ‘How beautiful are the feet
of those who bring good news.’”
With God’s Spirit preceding, His
literature evangelists, Denise Sharp, John
Sheermeijer and Joe Paola followed.
One contact was Felice. His children have
Adventist friends and have from time to
time attended our Cook Island church in
Carrum Downs. He is very comfortable
with this because he believes that their
Adventist friends are a good moral
influence on his children. Felice accepted
to watch our Beyond DVD.
As we look back, we praise our God
for His leading, for the 147 pieces of
literature, the ten Great Controversy
volumes, the nine prayers and the five
homes that accepted our Beyond DVDs.
Sure it was hot, but it was a joy to be
sent out by Him to bring good news to
many people in Hampton Park.
Joe Paola

Hey Kids,
It’s Pastor Dave here.
I would like to thank you for your prayers as
I went through my brain tumour surgery. I
had my surgery on January 2. The doctors
did a great job and got the tumour out.
Now I am healing and healing fast!
I spent one week in hospital. The bed
was really cool! There were buttons to
make my legs and head go up and down,
to turn on the light, the TV and call the
nurse! All I had to do was press buttons!
The food was yummy, too. The surgery
makes things taste different for a few days.
The first day they gave me orange juice and
it tasted like straight cordial - too sweet,
eww. My favourite drink in hospital was
milk and my favourite food was mashed
potatoes. I met some really nice people
there too. The nurses were amazing.
I have been writing lots of stories about
my surgery. You can read The Tumour
Saga on http://prdaveonline.blogspot.
com.au. Thanks for your prayers, I will be
telling stories again very soon!

The Victorian Conference was
blessed late last year, with the
ordination of three of our young
ministers.
November 17, Matt Hunter, who has been
serving at Bairnsdale Church, shared his
journey which begin with secretly reading
his Bible in the privacy of his room.
It was 1997 and he had been doing this
for months. While reading Matthew he
was convicted of the barrenness of his
heart; how devoid it was of love. Then
God asked him ‘If I was to return at this
moment would you be in my kingdom?’
Knowing in his heart he would not, he
sensed the invitation and call God was
making and surrendered. God then led
him to the Adventist church where he felt
truly at home.
Although he started working as an
engineer, Matt never intended it to be
his career and felt frustrated that God
seemed to close the door to pastoral
ministry. But that frustration turned
to joy at the realisation that being in
ministry is not based on who our earthly
employer is, but who owns our heart.
Doors then opened for Matt to be
involved in the local church and he found
this greatly satisfying. Working as a lay
minister, God used unexpected people to
open unexpected doors and eventually
the way was made clear for him to attend
Avondale.
Chris Stanley was ordained on
November 24 at Nunawading Church.
He grew up in a family full of ministers
and had the opportunity to witness
first-hand the joys, challenges and
rewards of full time ministerial work from
a very young age and, despite what is
sometimes said, the life of a pastor’s kid
really can be a very blessed life.
Many Sabbath mornings found Chris being
loaded into the car with the family as
they travelled out to remote churches in
Queensland, where Chris was able to hear
his father preach the same sermon from the
week before, and the week before that, and
the week before that... When it came time to
decide what he wanted to do with his life, this
first-hand knowledge had a strong influence
on him. But more than that, Chris simply
believed that all should know of God’s love,
power and grace.

Though he cannot testify to a voice from
heaven or a miraculous moment to bring
him to ministry, he can testify to the evergrowing desire to work in this way for his
Saviour.
Ben Townson works with Ararat
Church, and his ordination took place
December 8. At a young age Ben
watched his mum stand up for Christ
with great strength and he developed
respect for her and her faith. His dad was
incapacitated by a motorcycle accident
and she raised two young children with
essentially no support, only persecution,
ridicule and pressure from her husband
and the extended family.
One day she left a children’s Bible on
Bens book shelf, and he found it made
logical sense, seemed to be genuine and
real and he was drawn to it.

Matt Hunter’s ordination (top) and pictured
with wife lauren and family

Christ Stanley with wife Jody

Later, working as a mechanic, Ben was
impressed by the design and function of
his hands. He was led to face the fact that
a loving God had created and given them
to him. Simultaneously, his mum invited
him to a seminar presented by Anthony
Kent.
Ben’s life began to change: he behaved
differently and had new interests; he
enjoyed prayer meetings, delivering
search videos and visiting sporadic
attenders.
Feeling God’s call to be baptised, Ben
held back as he didn’t want to disappoint
his father who was very anti-church.
Whilst on a holiday, he spoke with an
elderly couple about his dilemma. “If you
were in a room with just you and Jesus,
what would you do?” was their reply.
From there, Ben’s mind was made up and
he never looked back.

Chris grew up in a family of ministers

Ben and Mary-Jane Townsen at
Bens Ordination

Several years later, Ben, longing to grow
in his knowledge of God, enrolled at
Avondale College. Knowing the course
he was taking was a potential path to
ministry, he questioned God about it,
asking for confirmation if it was His will.
When the Lord did not deliver the specific
sign he had requested, he continued to
pray and it became clear God wanted
Ben to decide for himself - He was not
going to force the issue. After some
consideration Ben chose to finish the
course and enter full time ministry.
That same day he made his decision, a
college friend came to him with the sign
that he had originally asked for!
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Construction on
Schedule
AdventCare Whitehorse

Dementia wing at AdventCare

Construction has recommenced on
the new dementia wing after a short
hiatus over the holiday season. Bad
weather and complications with the old
building structure have set the project
back a number of weeks, however the
construction team, led by building project
manager, Ric Jelfs, has worked hard to
recover the lost time.
“The old building had so many connection
points, pipes and wires that had to be
traced,” said Ric. “It’s like untangling a
spider’s web –very complex. But we want
to do it safely and we want to get it right.”

2012’s certificate IV in Aged Care trainees for
Adventcare Whitehorse

Damian Docker, director for NTS

Building frames have been put up and
roofing tiles are now being laid. The
workmanship on the project has been
praised by Ross Laws, inspecting building
surveyor for CFL Permits. Ross made the
further comment that it was the best
frame he had seen for a long time. He
then asked for permission to bring their
cadet inspector on site to “Show him how
construction is supposed to be done.”
The project team is continuing to focus
on meeting the needs of the wing’s future
residents, with key personel participating
in a dementia care workshop lead by
dementia design specialist Kristy Bennett.
The workshop focused on translating
AdventCare’s philosophy of care into a
physical form. Supportive programs,
resident interaction, being culturally
responsive, safety aware and fostering
a positive spirit are all supported by a
responsive building design.
“The care of our residents is our primary
priority,” says Ruth Welling, AdventCare’s
Executive Director. “By thinking both
creatively and practically on how we care
for our residents, and integrating new
industry research into our processes, we
believe the building and care programs
will combine to provide the best dementia
care available in the City of Whitehorse.”
Construction continues with an expected
completion date in mid-2013.
Galen Gan

Pixie was presented with her award by Pr
Wayne Stanley in December last year

Emphasising Staff
Development
AdventCare
Certificate IV in Aged Care
AdventCare went into partnership
with a registered training organisation,
Nationwide Training Solutions (NTS),
to commence in-house traineeships
programs back in 2006. The partnership
successfully applied for State and
Commonwealth training funding. 2007
saw the first enrolment of staff into
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Certificate IV in Aged Care. Since then we
have seen 102 staff enrol in this 12 month
training course, with a high completion
rate of 80%; an exceptional indicator of
AdventCare’s commitment to training its
staff.
Damien Docker, a director of NTS said
that “The workplace supervisors and
management team have played a key
part in the success of the AdventCare
workplace training program. Over the
years, AdventCare has identified training
needs to improve care delivery and
NTS has sought to meet these training
needs through a flexible workplace
delivery strategy. An identified strength
of the program has been the ability to
source training staff with a high level
of knowledge and skill from within
AdventCare, who understand the needs of
the staff and the organisation.
“A further strength of the program is the
support provided by Executive Director,
Ruth Welling, in embedding a lifelong
learning culture at Adventcare.”
The current trainer, Barry Jinks, said
“AdventCare has a unique traineeship
program that I have not seen in any of the
organisations I have worked with. Instead
of just self-paced learning, AdventCare
combined this delivery mode with faceto-face classroom time. This enables the
trainer and the student opportunities to
build rapport and trust, hence the high
completion rate at AdventCare.”
“When we were reviewing staff
development back in 2006,” recalls
Ruth Welling, “we developed a strategic
plan to have as many of our personal
care attendants qualified with, at a
minimum, Certificate IV in Aged Care.
As the residents needs become more
complex, we need our staff to be better
skilled.” Currently approximately 80%
of AdventCare personal care attendants
have obtained a Certificate IV in Aged
Care compared to 5% in 2006.
One of the first trainees, Pixie-Ann Glover
was awarded the City of Whitehorse
Business Excellence Awards as Trainee of
the Year in recognition of the dementia
program she had implemented at
AdventCare Whitehorse’s Dorothy
Unit. In 2011, Pixie-Ann expanded her
professional education and obtained
her Diploma in Management whilst
working as the Operations Coordinator at
AdventCare Bendigo.
Lay Pastoral Training
Ken Cheong has been working with
AdventCare for over three years and
holds several positions as Quality, Human
Resource, Administration and Facility
Coordinator.
“I believed that working in AdventCare

is not a coincidence - God has led me
from an engineering background to an
Aged Care services environment and it is
a blessing to care for the elderly people
who are in need of spiritual and emotional
support at all times.” Ken is involved
with helping AdventCare Whitehorse
chaplain, Pastor Tony Campbell, with the
Friday and Sabbath evening programs.
He offers spiritual and emotional support
to residents and often prays with them.
Recently he introduced morning worships
to a small group of staff at the facility, all
of whom are non Adventists.

such as the official opening, as many
as 150 people have been squeezed in.
State-of-the-art audio/visual equipment
makes it very suitable for all kinds of
presentations. The eight high quality
loud speakers are spaced out in the ceiling
so that, no matter where residents sit,
they can hear clearly. There is also an
audio loop so that residents who have
the appropriate hearing aid can tune in
for perfect reception. The auditorium is a
multipurpose space and is used for about
a dozen regular programs each week as
well as other specially planned programs.

“I have prayed that the Lord would lead
and equip me with the essential training
needed to impact lives spiritually at my
church, where I am an elder, and at work.

Regular spiritual programs include
Monday afternoon group Bible study,
morning worships on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, opening and closing Sabbath
worships on Friday and Saturday
evenings, Sabbath School and Church
services, and most Sabbath afternoons
there is an array of programs – mostly
musical - conducted by different churches
and individuals.

“I believe that He has called me to advance
my skills in the area of pastoral care.
After reaching this decision, I heard of lay
pastoral assistant training. AdventCare
has been supportive, and I am currently
undergoing training over a period of three
weeks at JumBunna Lodge.”
The training is organised by the Australian
Union Conference which, since 2010, has
been equipping and empowering church
members for personal witnessing and
working with their pastors to help fulfil
the mission of our church.
“This course will help me develop great
skills for my work at AdventCare. In
the outcome of this training I expect
to become more capable in pastoral
functions within my church and at my
workplace. I believed there are many
opportunities of witnessing and sharing
God’s Word not only to the residents but
also to my colleagues.
“ As an institution dedicated to God’s
work through looking after elderly people,
it is fitting that we devote time among
our staff for devotions and prayers, even
before the start of the business. I would
like to thank God for this privilege of be
trained to be a better disciple for His
mission in the church and at work.”
Ken Cheong

A Unique Auditorium
AdventCare Nunawading
A very welcome addition to these facilities
took place when a beautiful auditorium
was built as part of the new extension
to the Walter Fowler building. The
auditorium was officially opened in
October 2011 by the Honorable Peter
Costello and it has been in constant use
ever since.
It can comfortably accommodate 100
people while allowing adequate room
between rows for residents’ walkers, and
there is also room for wheelchairs along
the side aisles. On special occasions,

Regular activities comprise a Tuesday
afternoon Variety Hour/Old Time Singalong, Wednesday visiting speakers who
present a great diversity of programs,
Thursday afternoon carpet bowls, and
Sunday afternoon movies.
Apart from the regular programs there
have been many other functions in the
auditorium. About four times a year
Romney King organizes a Saturday
night light-classical musical evening
featuring Adventist musicians from
around Melbourne. Proceeds collected
from these events have helped to pay
for the beautiful grand piano. In 2012
the AdventCare Whitehorse Olympic
Games were held in the auditorium: Staff
and residents participated in cycling,
volleyball and other fun events. Several
memorial services have been held for
Residents who have gone to rest.
One wedding was celebrated on a lovely
sunny day last November, when a radiant
Kath Francewski, assisted by her matron
of honour, Roslyn, made her way to the
auditorium to marry Des Bending. Staff,
family and other residents were all on
hand to offer congratulations and best
wishes.
Large Staff training programs, Residents
Committee meetings, ANZAC Day
services, Christmas programs and a
Sunday afternoon visit by the Melbourne
Male Voice Praise Choir have all added to
the range of productions for the benefit of
our residents.
This facility, not usually found in aged care
institutions, has been and will continue to
be a blessing and a central point of focus
at AdventCare Whitehorse.
Ruth Welling

Ken Cheong is undergoing training to assist
with his work in caring for the emotional and
spiritual needs of residents

The auditorium is a feature not commonly
found at aged care facilities
Peter Costello with staff at the Auditorium
opening in 2011

November
saw the
Auditorium
being
used for
residents,
Des and
Kath’s
wedding

the Melbourne Male Voice Praise Choir have
performed for the residents
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The Lord’s Leading
Gilson College Mernda

The New Gilson College Mernda Campus

In June 2012, the Adventist Schools
Victoria Board sat in a Board meeting
feeling disappointed. They were
debriefing after the announcement
that their tender for the acquisition
of a school in Melton had been
unsuccessful. This came as a blow
because for over five years, the
strategic intent of ASV was to increase
the number of Adventist Schools in
growth areas throughout Victoria, such
as Melton.
The acquisition of an established school
is very rare. “Unusual” is the word
used by Education Director of ASV,
Brian Mercer. “Once in a lifetime,” is
the expression Mark Roberts, ASV’s
commercial Manager chose to describe it.

The enthusiastic staff at
Mernda
Music Area

“There are two ways to grow,” says Mark
Roberts. You either buy a big block
of land and slowly build your school
over fifteen years at great expense, or
you can acquire. Acquisition targets
don’t happen very often… established
schools are usually just that – they’re
established.”
The acquisition of the school in Melton
was going to be the first time ASV had
acquired a school. And being such a rare
opportunity meant that not getting this
tender was a disappointment. Brian
Mercer says the board meeting debriefed
about the process. He states, “One of the
board members said, ‘All is good, if we’d
got it I would’ve been happy. And I’m just
happy that we didn’t get it because God
has another plan,’ and I was thinking,
how often do you get an established
school for sale? This is kind of blue moon
stuff!”

Science Rooms

After the Board of Directors had analysed

the process, they believed that they
would be able to improve their processes
if they ever had a similar opportunity.

And through the prayer and hard work of
the ASV team, it happened that as each
hurdle up, so did a solution.

Through the spontaneity of
technology, one of the Board members
received a text message during that
meeting, ‘Acacia College is going to be
closed.’

What happened in the few short
months from purchase to opening the
doors for the 2013 school year is the
culmination of many past events in
which God had a hand. Some of these
occurred over two years ago. Through
reflection, Brian Mercer says he can see
how it has all come together for this
acquisition.

Brian Mercer smiles broadly when
he describes the moment, “It was
shivers up the spine kind of stuff. This
doesn’t happen - but here it is - it’s
happened and right after the Melton
disappointment.”
“The Melton tender was our first toe in
the water,” says Mark Roberts, “and we
missed out on that. And the beauty of
it is, we prayed really hard, but didn’t
get it. Then we acquired Mernda and we
understood why …. Mernda was more
affordable and about ten times better
and exactly where we wanted.” Mark
Roberts is resolute, “Our prayers were
answered. We just had to be patient.”
The acquisition means a number of things
for ASV. “It’s an answer to prayer,” says
Brian Mercer. “It’s the ability to grow a
school in the North where we’ve really
had a limited presence. It’s being right in
the middle of a major population growth
area. There are so many positive things
to be said for having a school in such
a strategic spot for both ASV and our
church.”
Making this once in a lifetime deal was
no easy feat, however. Dion Harvey,
Financial Officer of ASV and Mark have
a chuckle about turning their hair grey.
Dion, Mark and Brian all state candidly
though, God had His hand in this and
there is no way it could have happened
without His intervention. Mark says
that the deal was dead in the water
several times, but it just kept working.

For example, registration for a new school
through the Victorian Registrations and
Qualifications Authority (VRQA) can take
months to complete. Without VRQA’s
sign-off, a school cannot operate nor
get government funding. Deadline for
submission of this registration paperwork
is August each year. Gilson College
Mernda was acquired in December 2012
and while Adventist Schools Victoria was
determined to open on day one of the
2013 school year, this was clearly going
to be challenging. Brian Mercer states it
was through a difficult time had several
years ago, when the VRQA undertook
a comprehensive audit of the Adventist
School System, that the registration
process for Mernda was completed
in record time. Through those audit
meetings, the VRQA discovered how
the ASV system works, he explains. “It
was about transparency and relationship
building over the past few years that
resulted in a fast-track registration
process”. In the end, it took just a week
from the submission of the documents!
Being a second campus of an existing
school also made the process smoother.
Why Gilson College Mernda? Mark
Roberts states, “To get a school
established to operate, registration of
a new school takes a long time. Safety,
policy, procedure – everything needs to
be in order and we didn’t have enough
time. As a campus of an existing school,
90 per cent of these logistics go away.”
Another, very important reason for
establishing a second campus was the
positive relationship that had already
been built with Acacia College by
being part of the same school sporting
competition. This was further enhanced
because the principal of Gilson Taylors
Hill, Mark Vodell, had strong collegial ties
with the then principal of Acacia.

Brian Mercer and Mark Vodell with visitors
from the Wittlesea council meeting
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Also, a compelling reason for establishing
a Gilson campus was Mark Vodell’s
experience. “He has been successful in
growing the Taylors Hill campus and that
knowledge was priceless,” said Mark

Roberts.
Gilson College Mernda Campus is only
three years old, carefully and skilfully
designed for twenty-first century
learners. As one walks through, it is
evident that learning is the priority
for its students. The open classroom
layout invite creativity and room to
learn and allows student interaction
across classrooms. This design
promotes improved responsibility
and consciousness of others and leads
to better learning outcomes for the
students.

The home economics/Food Room

The opportunities seem endless.
The school was also designed with a high
priority on Technology based learning. It
was one of the first schools in Australia
to receive accreditation from Apple as
an ‘Apple Distinguished School.’ As
Mark Roberts says, “It’s very much a
Mac school, where everybody has one.
Kids have a one to one iPad program.
All teachers have Mac Books. Every
classroom has an interactive whiteboard
connected to the Mac system wirelessly
– so you can interact not only within the
classroom but across the whole campus.”
Shawn Taggart, one of the first Apple
Distinguished Educators in Australia,
has stayed on to work with the Gilson
College campuses and ASV to enhance
e-Learning strategies.

Technology area

Mark Vodell welcoming new students

“If we had been successful in purchasing
the Melton school,” reflects Brian, “there
is no way we could have afforded this
school. It keeps echoing back - God said
‘No’ because He had something better
for us. For me there have been too many
coincidences… I believe that God has a
plan for the school system.”
In 1 Samuel 8:5 it says, “Then Samuel
took a stone and set it up between
Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer
saying, ‘Thus far has the LORD helped
us.’”
Perhaps Gilson College Mernda is an
Ebenezer for ASV; a reminder that
God’s plan is sure. He is faithful and
He hears our prayers. We just have to
be patient and never forget that the
seeds we plant today may yield an
exceptional outcome in the future.
Dianne Cotter
Marketing Officer
Dianne has just joined the ASV team and
will work on a marketing program across all
schools withint the Victorian Conference.,
raising awareness of Adventist Education in
the community. She comes to ASV with a
background in media nad communication.

A view of the Junior School
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News from Safe Places
Victoria
Going Social
In an initiative designed to connect with
an increasing number of digitally savvy
young people, Safe Places Victoria has
moved into the world of social media,
with Facebook and Twitter feeds and
plans to add further connections as the
need arises.

Getting behind Fair Trade chocolate
Find safe places on Facebook and Titter - or by
using the QR SCANNER APP on your smart phone

Safe Places Victoria Co-ordinator, Susan
Mercer, says “With a large number of
children using the internet, the decision
was made to engage them using a digital
medium they connect to frequently.
With the number of children using
social media and social networking sites
steadily increasing, the potential for at
risk behaviour, lapses in safety, and loss
of privacy increase exponentially. Safe
Places Victoria believes that connecting
with Adventist young people is vital in
helping to educate them on the very real
dangers they are exposed to while using
the internet.”
If you would like to know more about
Safe Places Victoria on the internet and
Social Media, please visit us at:
Website: http://vic.adventist org.au/safe-places
Twitter: http://twitter.com/SafePlacesVIC
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Safe-Places-Victoria/324384857671589?ref=hl

Safe Places Safe People

stles
a
C
of Care

Changes to the Working with
Children Act now in effect
You cannot work with or care for children
while your application is being processed
if you have:
• been charged with or found guilty of
a serious sexual, violent or drug-related
offence which the Act describes as
Category 1 and Category 2 offences.
• previously failed the Check, been
issued with a Negative Notice and not
subsequently been given a WWC Check
Card.
Organisations that provide services
or activities for children must take
reasonable steps to ensure they do not
allow anyone in child-related work who
has been charged with or found guilty
of a serious sexual, violent or drugrelated offence described as Category
1 or Category 2 to work with or care for
children until they have successfully
obtained a WWC Card.
To determine if someone is suitable to
hold a WWC Check, the department must
now be satisfied that:
• a reasonable person would allow their
child to have direct and unsupervised
contact with the person
• the person is suitable to undertake
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being more patient, the buttons
were soon all done up and
Brayden was heading outside
to play. About an hour or
so later, Brayden came back
inside, head down, frowning
– maybe even a bit of a pout
where his cheerful smile
usually was.

any kind of child-related work without
posing an unjustifiable risk to the safety
of children.
More information is available at:
http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/
workingwithchildren/home/about+the+check/
purpose/changes+to+legislation+home/
changes+to+legislation

Affiliation with NCCA
The Adventist Church is affiliated with the
National Council of Churches Australia
and participates in collaboratively
providing training through the associated
Safe Church Training Agreement. This
means that all associated churches are
trained to the same standards of Child
Safe practices.
As a result of this collaboration the
Baptist, Uniting and Seventh-day
Adventist churches here in Victoria
have agreed to open up their training
programs to other faith organisations.
This is intended to be provided at a
minimal cost ($20) so that all persons who
are able to attend may do so.
It is intended that all Pastors, Church
Leaders (including Pathfinders,
Adventurers andChildren’s Ministries),
as well as Local Church Safe Places
Coordinators, be provided with ongoing
training and support.
Please see the Baptist Union website:
http://www.buv.com.au/about-us/
church-health-capacity-building/
safe-church-awareness for the training
schedule, as well as further details
regarding these workshops. If you are
able to attend, please let Sue Mercer
know as soon as possible so that she can
arrange for you to receive a Seventh-day
Adventist Safe Places Training Manual on
the training day.

Ethical Chocolate
If you have a partiality for chocolate
and want to ensure that it is produced
ethically and not with the use of children
as slave labour than here are some lists to
help you choose your chocolate well.
http://www.ethical.org.au/guide/browse/
guide/?type=126
http://www.worldvision.com.au/Libraries/DTL_
Demand_Ethical_Chocolate/Good_Chocolate_
Guide_Australia.sflb.ashx

Should you need support, or would
like to share the ways in which you
are supporting your church in
Safe Places, please feel free to
contact me at the Conference
office on 03 9264 7777.
Blessings to you all.
Sue Mercer

Brayden’s Keys
Seven year-old Brayden’s mother
was rattling a bunch of keys in
the back room.
“What are you doing, Mum?” he
called as he walked through the
kitchen looking for her.
“I’m out here, Bray,” she
replied, “just looking for the
right key.” Brayden stood by the
door watching as she tried one
key after another in a padlock.
Glancing up at him, she smiled.
“I thought we might be able to
use this for you bike – now if I
can just find the key…”
When the lock finally popped
open, Brayden cheered. “You did
it, Mum!” He knew this meant he
would be able to ride his bike to
school now, and leave it locked up
there.
A bit later on, he was rushing
to get out and play with some
friends in the street. It was cold,
and trying as hard as he could,
he just could not get his arms
through the sleeves of his coat.
Mum laughed as she slowed
him down. “It helps if you turn
them right side out first!” she
chuckled. With that problem
fixed, he then struggled with the
buttons. He tugged and pushed
and twisted, but the buttons just
didn’t want to do up.
“Brayden, you haven’t tried the
right key,” mum said.
“What key’d do this?” he asked,
puzzled.
“Why not try the patience
key?” And sure enough, by
just slowing down a little and

“Whatever is the matter?” asked
mum, when she found him sitting
on the couch. He didn’t want to
say but eventually she got it out
of him. He and his friends had
had an argument over what they
were going to play. Mum was
quiet for a bit. Then she said
thoughtfully, “I wonder if the
unselfish key would help?” For a
second Brayden looked puzzled,
then suddenly his eyes lit up, he
jumped up from the couch and
raced outside again. “Thanks
Mum!” his voice trailed behind
him.

find the words in the grid - they run in
all directions!
When you are done, use the remaining
letters, starting at the top left row to
find out another name for the keys...

That night, Brayden discovered
another useful key. It was
getting close to his little brother’s
bedtime, and he was being
really annoying, wanting the toy
Brayden had and whining loudly
about it. Brayden started to get
cross right back at him and was
about to let him have it, but then
he remembered how little Timmy
really was, and how tired, so he
just left the toy and picked up a
book instead. After mum put his
brother to bed, she came back to
Brayden and gave him a hug.
“What a great big brother you
are,” she said. “That was so
nice, what you did for little
Timmy.”
“What Mummy?” (He was a bit
tired himself and that was what
he called her late at night!)
“Well… you used the key of
silence tonight didn’t you? You
know, soon you will have quite a
bunch of keys to carry about with
you, and I bet there are going to
be lots of times you get to use
them!”
Original story from
Little Stories for Little Friends

endurance

friendly

calmness
faithful

happy
unselfish
good
joy

peace

good tempered
strength
gentle

commitment

respectful

silence

self control
love
patience

kind
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Camp Speakers at Elmore
Easter 2013

Troy
Fitzgerald

Troy Fitzgerald has visited Australia
a number of times already and is known
to many of us. This year he is returning
for Big Camp as a speaker in the Meridian
venue.
Troy comes from Walla Walla University
and is a theologian, youth pastor and
has authored a number of books. He is
convinced that you can know God’s will
and live happily in it and this is the subject
matter of one of his books, Discovering
God’s Will.
He founded Leadout Ministries which
is an organisation that serves churches
and schools with leadership training and
resource development, empowering
young people, and those who are young
at heart, to deepen a sense of ownership
to the mission of the church.

Lael Caesar

René
Drumm

Troy enjoys hanging out with his family
and trudging through forest land with his
sons, looking for dangerous creatures to
catch! He loves to play sports with his
students and golf with his friends.
Relationships with people are his most
treasured possession and he is deeply
devoted to his church family.
Fortunately, he loves travelling, speaking
and making new friends around the
world, and considers Australia his home
away from home.

Lael Caesar is also speaking primarily

Matthew
Gamble
Dwain
Esmond

in the Meridian, and was very certain as
a child, that he would NEVER be like his
father – a Seventh-day Adventist minister
– he would say in fact, that he was as
certain as a prophet! Turns out this was
a false prophecy, but he had his reasons
back then. So he studied secondary
teaching, but found that the Holy Spirit
knew better. When he finally figured it
out and stopped fighting his conscience,
he studied theology and entered full time
ministry.
The time spent studying teaching was
not wasted however. Before joining the
Adventist Review team as the associate
editor, Lael was on Andrews University
faculty for fourteen years, winning
‘teacher of the year’ honours multiple
times.
Lael has a passion for people and even
with minimal interaction with him you
can feel that love overflowing.

Roland
Talamaivao
-Amituanai

22 // IntraVic

René Drumm comes to us from
Southern Adventist University in
Tennessee and will also be presenting
at the Meridian. She loves anything
connecting sunshine, sand and water and

in her food pyramid, chocolate has its
own category!
Before joining staff at Southern, René
taught at Southwestern Adventist
University and Andrews University. An
experienced social worker, her special
areas of interest are domestic violence
and youth substance abuse prevention.
With Jesus being her very centre, René
draws her strength from Him, and has a
passion for seeing the vision of Matthew
25 become a reality and for making our
organisation a safe place for hurting and
vulnerable people.

Matthew Gamble is the senior pastor
of the church on the St Helena Hospital
campus, CA. Born and raised Catholic, he
became an atheist at the age of fourteen.
Increasingly fascinated by the Rastafarian
religion, he found himself on the island of
Jamaica at the age of 19, and soon began
smuggling marijuana into Miami, Florida.
Shortly after that time, God led him to a
Christian pastor who listened to his story
and handed him a Bible. As he began
exploring the teachings of Jesus, his life
began to transform from the inside out.
Since that time, he has received a BA in
Theology as well as a Masters of Divinity
from Andrews University. In 2008, he
completed a Doctorate in Ministry
with an emphasis on Transformational
Leadership, specifically looking at trends
of effective Gospel communicators in a
postmodern culture.
Matthew is joining us at Elmore this year
as the main speaker at the Youth venue.

Dwain Esmond was born in South
America. His first job was working in a
department store, he loves tofu, and his
favourite Bible story is about a killer who
became a preacher... Paul.
Currently working at Adventist Review,
Dwain is an author, editor and enjoys
public speaking. Among the books he has
authored is Beyond the In-a-pinch God, a
devotional for young people wanting to
move beyond the convenient arms-length
relationship with a ‘there when needed,
in a pinch’ God, to one of complete
surrender to our King.
Dwain will be sharing a message with the
High Schoolers at Elmore this year.
And in the Juniors venue, Family and
Youth Ministries director, Roland
Talamaivao-Amituanai will be
speaking. Roland is a gentle giant with
a deep spiritual drive to enable young
people to become Kingdom builders. He
is Jesus focused and driven.

Elmore Camp is nearly here!

Accommodation Urgently
Needed
Preston church member, Chris, is
urgently looking for accommodation
in Melbourne’s Northern suburbs. The
accommodation is for a non-Adventist
Sri Lankan refugee friend. Sarsi is in his
late 20’s, and his journey has led him
from Buddhism to Christianity. He is well
educated and speaks good English.
Sarsi’s release is imminent, and Chris
has been trying for some time for secure
accommodation for him. If you might be
able to help either temporarily or long
term, please call Chris on 03 9383 2974 for
more information.

Tomorrow – February 25

Things you need to know:
Applications close March 11
these can be obtained at the
conference office, your local church
or you can apply online at vic.
adventist.org.au
All persons onsite will be issued with a wrist
band which must be worn.
anyone found without will be asked to
register at the office

sunset
times:

This applies to day visitors too
so preregister now if you plan to
attend

INterested in helping with
photography for slide shows at
camp?
contact scourtney@adventist.org.au
for more information

Two events are happening at Nunawading
Church – Central Road Nunawading.

Garage Sale: commencing at 10am
TOMORROW. All funds raised from this
go toward the Nunawading Pathfinder
Camporee trip.
Giant Book Sale: 11am to 3pm – TOMORROW! Thousands of quality used books. Average
price is $3. Books include religion, theology, Bibles, children’s books, Christian novels and much
more. This sale, there is also a complete set of the Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary (eleven
volumes). All proceeds go toward the Nunawading church building fund.
Country Living Opportunity
Expressions of interest are invited from couples who may be interested to share in living on and
managing a 4 acre property in NE Victoria. The property is designed to be self-sufficient with
solar power, orchard, veggie garden, etc. This opportunity would be ideal for a retired couple with
caravan/mobile home and practical skills. Cann River Adventist church has a small but committed
membership. Email Robyn at austmar@activ8.net.au or call 03 5158 3228 or 0415 595 808. s

march

Sabbath	Opening	Closing
March 1,2

8pm

7.59

March 8,9

7.50

7.48

March 15,16

7.40

7.38

March 22,23

7.29

7.27

March 29,30

7.18

7.17

Bairnsdale time is 10 minutes EARLIER & at
Hamilton the time is 12 minutes
Later

offering
schedule:

march
March 2

Local Church Budget

March 9

Adventist World Radio

March 16	Education/Camping Ministry
Christian Services for the

BLIND and
HEARING
IMPAIRED

Calling all Signers

March 23

Local Church Budget

Christian Services for the Blind and Hearing Impaired (CSFBHI)
is creating a register of skilled signers for the deaf who would
be available for significant church and conference meetings.
If you have skills in this area and would be willing to act as a
signer in either paid or voluntary capacity on occasions, contact
Lee Dunstan, manager of CSFBHI: 02 9847 2296; csfbhi@
adventistmedia.org.au; or PO Box 1115, Wahroonga NSW 2076.

March30

Annual Convention

Trust Services is a specialised ministry of the
Adventist Church, direccted in Victoria by Steve
Whitson and offering a free and confidential service to
church members.

Concert of
Beautiful Music

Contact Steve on 03 9264 7777 or 0423 784 000 for
further information, or to make an appointment.
Weekend and evening time slots are also available for
your convenience.

AdventCare Whitehorse Auditorium
163-165 Central Rd Nunawading

Saturday - March 2
seating by 7.55 pm
•Featuring the Ring Family (Brass,
flute and voice), Vivian Hill (voice), the
Chapman Family (piano, flute, clarinet)
and Romney King (piano).
•Free entry, with freewill offering
toward AdventCare facilities.
•Car parking available in Nunawading
Church grounds.

bgffienbeeckde

Email tanyakaraoglanis@adventist.org.au

Located at the Victorian Conference Office,
Central Road Nunawading, the Book Centre is open
from 9-5 Monday to Thursday, and until Midday
Friday.
Call 03 9264 7760/61 or visit vic.adventist.org.au and
follow menu link to the Book Centre website
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Come on safari each morning as we
trek the jungles of Genesis to the
rivers of Revelation and learn of
God’s care for all his created
critters – including you!

Songs, stories, games, craft and more…
We give thanks
to you, O God!
Psalm 75:1

Friday AM & PM
Sabbath AM
Sunday AM & PM
Monday AM

v

Great

Big

G0D
LOWER PRIMARY

6 & 7 year olds

OUT OF THIS WORLD crafts, singing, activities and
games
Blast off:
he
t
e
FRIDAY am & pm
clar
s de d...
n
SATURDAY am
e
o
v
hea ry of G 9:1
e
h
SUNDAY am & pm
T
glo alm 1
Ps
MONDAY am
EVERYONE WELCOME EVERYONE WELCOME EVERYONE WELCOME
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issue or placed on the Church website. The Editor also reserves the right to exclude Ads or Notices after just one issue.
Please note, commercial advertising is not published in Intravic. Only accommodation notices, if accompanied with a reference from Local Pastor.
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