
How can anyone put his faith in Christ 
if he’s never even heard about Him? 
How can he hear about Him if no one 
tells?

Romans 10:14
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Stand United
Being unified in purpose, in spite of our differences… 
Living in harmony even when we disagree…   These 
are not new concepts.  The early church struggled 
with the same apparent dichotomy.  First Corinthians 
12 sees Paul counselling his readers on this very 
issue.  “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, 
but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ.” (v 12)

We all have different backgrounds.  In Christ though, 
we are one.  As were the Jews and Gentiles, the slave 
and the free. 

We all have different understandings of issues that 
may divide us.  As did the early church over unclean 
foods and circumcision, to name two.  In Christ 
though, we can still be united.  

We all bring different contributions to the family of 
God, as does the eye and the foot, to the body.  In 
Christ, it is still one body.  

Further, “God has placed the parts of the body…” He 
has placed us… you and me… “just as He wanted 
them” and us… “to be.” (v 18)

In Christ, unity IS possible, regardless of ‘distracting’ 
factors, and Paul goes on to explain how, finishing 
chapter 12 with “and yet I will show you the most 
excellent way…” as he leads into his  famous 
discourse on love, found in chapter 13.

In this edition of IntraVic, we take a look at Unity.  Pr 
Graeme Christian shares with us in the devotional 
the need for praying for unity, and in the feature, 
Bruce Manners looks at how we as a church, are a 
‘common-unity’.

In the local church news section, we look at how 
relationship plays a crucial role in sharing the 
hope we have in Christ, as well as what some of 
our churches are doing to build bridges with their 
communities.  Is there something happening in your 
own church that you think others would be interested 
in hearing about?  Please… send your stories in.  It is 
good to share how God is at work in our local church 
life.

And don’t miss Justin Bone’s ordination.  Or our GYD 
story – what is GYD you ask?  Check it out on page 16.  
ADRA has been very busy too…

As you read this edition, may you be further inspired 
to know, experience and share the hope that can only 
be found in Jesus Christ…

Sherrie Courtney
Assistant Editor VAC
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Devotional
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Give Us...?
We cannot under 
estimate the power of 
prayer.  

Jesus told us to pray.  
He taught us how.  

As a people of God,     
we need to be unified.  
As this world comes to 
a close, we will need it 
even more...

So unite together in 
prayer…

Written by Pr Graeme Christian  
Victorian conference President

I’m so thankful that so many Adventists 
in Victoria are ‘praying people.’  More 
than 1000 have joined me as prayer 
partners, praying for our church in 
Victoria every day – and they’re just the 
ones I know about.  Our church needs 
God’s guidance every step of the way.  
We need Him to open the way.  We 
need His blessing in so many ways.

So what’s on your prayer list?  Here are 
just a couple of big picture items I’m 
praying for:  

The World Church: General 
Conference leaders have asked for 
100 days of prayer.  The General 
Conference Session is from 2 - 11 July 
2015.  The business session of our 
world church only happens each five 
years.  A couple of thousand delegates 
will make decisions about many things 
that effect the mission and practices of 
the world church – and there’s strong 
feeling about some issues.  So let’s 
pray that God will guide delegates as 
they vote, and that He will protect His 
church from the forces that would 
divide it if they could.

Our Denominational Leaders: 
Leaders will be chosen at the General 
Conference Session, not just for the 
GC, but also for each Division of the 

rejoice always; Pray without ceasing; in 
eVerything giVe thanks; for this is god’s 

will for you in christ jesus

(Paul)

2015 PROGRAMS TO PRAY FOR...
•  Ongoing Literature Evangelism                                   
                              Community outreach
• Celebrating life in Recovery Contacts     
                          - program was in March
•  Contacts from April’s Ancient                 
      Mysteries reveal Future Prophecy
•  Evolution Impossible –          
                  - presentations during May
•  Life After Life dinner seminars –              
                                         May, June, July
•  Ongoing Local Church  events and                                                      
follow up

evangelist.  He had success wherever 
he went with large numbers people 
joining the church.  He was in demand.  
He loved his work and church leaders 
wanted him to run his programs in 
their districts.  

At this point, some have probably 
started reaching for their phone to ask, 
“Who is this guy?  Can we get him to 
come to our community?’

Wait – there’s more to the story.

Months before the evangelist arrived, 
a retired pastor would go to the 
town or suburb where the meetings 
were to be run with one purpose – 
to pray.  Not just once but right up 
until the program started – and even 
more so as it continued.  He prayed 
at home.  He prayed at church.  He 
prayed with others.  He prayed on 
his own.  Can you imagine what he 
prayed about?  He walked the streets 
praying for the people.  He prayed for 
the leaders of the town or city.  He 
prayed that the people would come 
to the meetings.  He prayed for the 
team doing the preparation.  He 
prayed for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit….  He prayed, as the Bible says, 
“without ceasing,” and his prayers 
were answered as new people were 
introduced to Jesus and joined the 
church.  

The secret of the evangelist’s success?  
God’s blessing in response to prayer.

Preston ~ Plenty Valley ~ Mernda ~ Casey ~ Cranbourne ~ Pakenham ~ Werribee ~ Warragul ~ Moe ~ Traralgon ~ Ballarat ~ Greenvale ~ The Orchard ~ Mildura ~ Longwarry ~ Bairnsdale ~ Melbourne North ~ Bendigo

Jesus’ model prayer is so well known 
we can recite it by heart.  We’ve learnt 
a lot from the Lord’s prayer.

After focusing on the Father, praying 
for God’s kingdom to come and for His 
will to be done, the prayer continues, 
“Give us this day our daily bread.” 
(Matthew 6:11)  Now what do you think 
Jesus had in mind?  Just bread?  Bread 
and jam?  Daily provisions?  Or is it 
possible that He was talking about 
relying on the Father for what really 
matters - trusting God as provider 
rather than fretting and being anxious?  
Maybe.

Just a few verses after the Lord’s 
prayer, we find Jesus saying, “do not 
be anxious about your life, what you 
will eat or drink….  But seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness.”    
(Matthew 6:25) Then Jesus assures us, 
“Ask and it will be given to you….”  God 
gives good gifts to His children.  So 
it seems clear that Jesus underlying 
message was to trust – to rely on the 
Father, to turn to Him in prayer and 
experience peace knowing that God 
is in control and will provide for our 
needs.  Let’s face it, He even gave His 
only son – for us. (Matt 7: 7 – 11, James 
1:17, Romans 8:32) 

So how often will we pray?  What will 
we pray for?  And how will we deepen 
our reliance on Him?

I heard a story of a travelling 

that they also may be in Us, so the 
world may believe that You sent Me.”  
(John 17:21)  Our mission is clear.  Our 
message is certain.  So let us fix our 
eyes on Jesus rather than on the faults 
of one another and pray that we may be 
one, as Jesus did.

So many have chosen to be prayerful 
people, so as we pray, let’s increase 
our trust in the Father.  Let’s pray for 
His kingdom to come.  Let’s take to 
Him the things that concern us, and 
ask for His name to be glorified, and 
that people will come to know Him.  
Let’s pray without ceasing.

world field – including our South 
Pacific Division.  Then, in September, 
the Australian Union Conference 
Constituency Meeting will be convened 
Melbourne.  I’m sure you’re as eager 
as I am that God has His hand over 
the selection of leaders who will set 
directions for the future of His church.  
And I’ve had many people assure me 
that they’re praying for our conference 
leaders on a daily basis – thanks 
so much.  If ever we needed prayer 
support, we need it now!

Our Pastors:  Are you praying for your 
pastor and their family?  Did you know 
that growing churches are praying 
for their pastor.  It’s true.  We have a 
wonderful pastoral team – all human, 
all of us with faults and limitations, yet 
all committed and working to build up 
the body of Christ.  Would you join me 
in praying for our pastors?

Our Mission: I’m sure you’re aware of 
the evangelistic work in Victoria this 
year.  A lot has been done to connect 
with community people.  Soon the 
message we love so dearly will be 
presented in its fullness.  There’s so 
much to be thankful for – and we’re 
seeking prayer support.

Unity: I’m very much aware that the 
enemy seeks to divide and conquer.  
Jesus made this a matter of prayer.  
“I pray that they may all be one; even 
as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, 
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We Are Community

Unity does not universally equate with 
uniformity.  

As a community, there will be many 
differences.  These need not divide us if we 
keep Jesus as our centre…

Written by Pr Bruce Manners Arthur was part of my home church.  
He seemed old when I was a child and 
he just got older over time.  He lived on 
a sparse diet and it showed.  He would 
have been tall but for a small hump 
between his shoulders that bowed his 
slight frame.

He was somewhat eccentric.  
An introvert, he rarely initiated 
conversations.  I can’t remember him 
laughing but he wasn’t unhappy, he 
was just serious.  He didn’t drive for 
years so church families took turns in 
getting him to and from church and 
church events. 

For the 20 years I was a regular 
attender at my home church, he was 
just there.  As teens, we considered 
him a little strange.  But he had earned 

if jesus is not our absolute centre we 
fail to be a community built on him

enough respect that we rarely made 
fun of him.

I think the respect came from the fact 
he was serious about his Christianity 
and his Adventism.  And it showed.  He 
was devoted to the Scriptures and the 
writings of Ellen White, and quoted 
both.  And, if he was critical of what 
we young people were doing, we never 
knew of it.

Over the years, I would see him at 
church on the occasions when I 
returned “home.”  We would exchange 
greetings and brief conversations, but 
that was about it.  We weren’t close, 
but when he died about 10 years 
ago, I was surprised at how sad I 
felt.  We were so different, yet we had 
connected. 

We, the community
Arthur and I belonged to the same 
small community called the Seventh-
day Adventist church in Kadina, SA.  
That was our connection.  But we also 
belonged to this larger community 
called the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church—a worldwide movement. 

That was particularly important when 
we met in a small rented and musky 
hall in town before we had our own 
building.  We felt insignificant, but 
knowing we were part of something 
bigger—a worldwide community—
meant we could stand tall, even if we 
could see little success in our local 
endeavours. 

The word “community” implies both 
similarities and differences.  The 
similarities found within show what we 
have in common—they are what make 
us a “common-unity” (a good definition 
of community).  The differences 
we have to those outside help us 
understand who we are compared to 
them. 

These similarities within and 
differences without build a boundary 
around us that gives us our identity.  It 
helps us to know who we are.

A message and a mission
In every community there is diversity.  
Arthur and I were different in so many 
ways, but what united us was bigger 
than both of us, and we were both 
playing a part in it.  You will find the 
same in your congregation.

The doctrinal positions we take 
help define us as a community.  The 
Sabbath not only unites us, but also 
marks a difference from most other 
Christian groups.  The Second Coming 
is in our name and is our ultimate 
hope.  The Sabbath and the Second 
Coming, with the three other “s”-word 
doctrines—sanctuary, state of the dead 
and Spirit of Prophecy (the writings 
of Ellen White)—are core beliefs that 
draw us together and build our sense 
of community.  

We were launched on the wave of 
prophetic excitement surrounding the 
prediction of Jesus’ return in 1844.  
Prophecy remains an important part 
of who we are.  The books of Daniel 
and Revelation, particularly the 
three angels’ messages, with their 
apocalyptic scenarios are of special 
interest as they point to the end-times 
and the Second Coming.  Because of 
this, we live in anticipation of Jesus’ 
return. 

Our message is an end-time message 
as we await our Lord.  It’s a message 

Continued on page 11
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What Can Be 
Done?
Hamilton Church

As you read this article, think about the 
potential of what your own church could 
do with a ministry like this…

Hamilton church has some older 
members who need to use the large 
print Sabbath School lessons.  Now 
they can also get large print church 
bulletins, courtesy of our Church 
bulletin editor, Shaun Keast.  He has 
been editor for three years and has 
progressively added improvements.  
The Bible quiz is one of the most 
popular features, as is the children’s 
colouring page.  The large print edition 
is A4 size with print in font size 14.  

THAT IS THIS BIG.
Another of Shaun’s talents is managing 
the church website.  Arguably, this is 
one of the most progressive church 
websites in Australia and has received 
over 85,000 visits since January 
2012, representing over 20 countries.  
Perhaps the most popular feature 
here is the Sabbath School lesson 
powerpoint that is put up each week 
in time to be used for the lesson study 
in church on Sabbath morning.  We 
acknowledge the Fustero brothers in 
Spain for supplying this study help.  
Shaun has received many messages 
of thanks from Adventists all over the 
world for this feature.  In addition, if 
someone happens to miss church, 
the sermon (and children’s story, if 
there is one) is available as a sound 
file on the website, and they can listen 

to it at their leisure.  Many visitors 
are interested in the recipes from our 
monthly Recipe Club.  The website 
address is http://hamilton.adventist.
org.au if you want to have a look.  
Check out our daily devotional and 
prayer chain as well. 

The latest addition from Shaun is a 
mobile app for Android phones – it’s 
called My Mobile Adventist, available as 
a free download from Google Play and 
Amazon Store.  (not for iPhones yet, but 
is accessible through their browser at 
http://my-mobile-adventist.mobapp.at)  
It allows mobile phone access to many 
of the website features, as well as 
contact information and a map location 
if people want to visit us on Sabbath.  

We hope and pray that many will 
download this app, just as we have 
seen our Facebook page grow to 399 
members/likes and our Recipe Club 
page to 52 visitors.  We see this as 
an evangelistic outreach very much 
like the parable of the seed growing 
secretly in Mark 4.

Peter Tung
Some of the 
Hughesdale 

youth who 
helped 

distribute 
Health and 

Wellness

Shaun giving Joan Ruthven, Hamilton’s 
oldest church member, a copy of the easy-

read bulletin

Growth in the Valley
Yarra Valley Church
2014 was a wonderful year of service 
to God at Yarra Valley Church, and 
was initiated by a dedicated Personal 
Ministries leader and an enthusiastic 
church fellowship.

In early December, five people were 
accepted into membership of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, celebrated 
at Lilydale Church.  One lady came to 
outreach meetings at Yarra Valley, and 
another couple, who have also joined 
the Yarra Valley congregation, were 
impressed by some recordings by Walter 
Veith they had purchased, and being 
dissatisfied with the church they were 
attending, showed interest.  They were 
given Bible studies and determined to 
follow their Lord in baptism.  The other 
two ladies baptised that day had studied 
the Bible extensively with a dedicated 
Bible worker, and joined the Healesville 
congregation.  All gave moving Spirit-
filled testimonies of why they had decided 
to join our church.

And in another moving ceremony at the 
end of December, this time at Wantirna 
Polish Church, Pr Pawel Cieslar baptised 
four of Yarra Valley’s youth, including two 
of his grandchildren.  Another high day 
for everyone involved.

Yarra Valley is looking to hold meetings 
again in 2015, and pray that many from 
the community will come and hear the 
messages being presented.  Please join 
them in your prayers.

Nola Robins

Relationship Counts
Werribee Church

John and Anna’s religious journey began with John, in a rather listless mood, 
flicking from one TV channel to another.  It was early morning and the channels 
seemed to offer little, unless you were interested in repeats and reruns of 
programs that were not successful when aired the first time. 

‘Somehow’ John stumbled on a 
program that made him hesitate, then 
pause, and eventually relinquish his 
remote control: he was captivated with 
the clarity of the message delivered by 
the presenter, Gary Kent on It is Written 
Oceania.

John knew nothing about the Seventh-
Day Adventist Church, but the Holy 
Spirit was working within him, stirring 
his curiosity.  The program had 
awakened John’s yearning for the 
truth, so he wasting no time in calling 
to accept the offer of a free DVD: Who 
is Jesus?

John and his mother, Anna’s interest 
continued to grow.  They were thirsty 
for knowledge of the Bible, but felt 
rather lost, wondering how to pursue 
the truth further. 

Their prayers were soon answered 
when they received study guides, Spirit 
of Prophesy magazines, and a free 
Beyond the Search DVD from IIWO. 

Their  spiritual journey began to gather 
pace as they absorbed all of this 
material. 

Importantly, the mail also contained 

an invitation to attend the Point Cook 
Secrets of Prophesy seminars offered 
by Pastor Nikola and the Werribee 
Church, close to where he lived. 

John and Anna were ready to continue 
their spiritual journey, attending the 
seminars regularly.  Every week, they 
would be sitting together during the 
presentations, with their study books 
open in front of them, listening and 
intently taking notes. 

It was however, only after each night’s 
presentation while they were chatting 
with members of the congregation 
over light refreshments, that John and 
Anna came to realize that this was 
a church that they could attend, that 
would support them in their continuing 
spiritual growth. 

John and Anna began attending 
Werribee Church with the Holy Spirit 
at work in their lives: a constant guide 
and companion on their journey. 

Late last year they were baptised 
and their journey with God continues 
unabated. 

Robert Bryson

Church News

Cheri At 
Werribee
Werribee Church
Cheri took her message of recovery 
from addiction – whatever form that 
addiction may take – to Werribee 
recently.  Addiction need not control 
your life and Cheri is living proof of that 
fact, as she openly shared.

Scan the QR code  or go to Vic.Adventist.
org.au and follow links to News to read more...

One Day... 500 
Books
Hughesdale Church

April 18 2015 was the day chosen 
by the General Conference for the 
distribution of the Missionary Book of 
the Year entitled Health and Wellness 
by Mark Finley and Peter Landless.  
North America and other parts of the 
world have engaged in this project.  

Hughesdale Adventist Church in 
Melbourne also took up the challenge 
and on April 18 the church members 
distributed over 500 of these books.  
Some called door to door in the 
Hughesdale area – some went to the 
local railway station and some went 
to the city with our young people.  All 
rejoiced in engaging in this mission 
outreach.

The planning and organising was done 
by our Personal Ministries Leader – 
Kristoffer Abeleda. Ten days of prayer 
for this project was an important 
feature of the planning.  We are now 
praying that God will touch the hearts 
of those who accepted a copy of this 
book and follow the convictions of the 
Holy Spirit.

David Pearce

Sheri Dixon and Seini Vanderberg joined 
Healesville, and Susan Eastmure and 
Michael and Pamela McCrohan joined 
Yarra Valley congregation.

John and Anna were baptised late 
last year, at Werribee Church
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A Precious gift
Longwarry Church
You may remember the story we shared last year, of Longwarry’s desire to reach 
out to their local Aboriginal community (http://intravic.adventistconnect.org and 
search Just to be Heard).  As a result of their involvement in local events during 
NAIDOC week last July, connections were made which have led to the following 
story…

Two members of the Drouin-Warragul 
Aboriginal community, upon returning 
from a relative’s funeral in Darwin, 
were talking with some members of 
the Longwarry Adventist Church, who 
told them about the CHIP Programme 
our church offers, that teaches ways 
to improve heart health, lower blood 
pressure, and improve diabetes, among 
other things.   Interested, one of the 
ladies looked it up on the internet and 
liked what she saw.  

The final result of this conversation?  
Well, there isn’t one yet, the story 
keeps growing…

Longwarry Church, together with 
the Aboriginal community,  helped 
organise sponsorship from the local 
Shire to conduct the Drouin-Warragul 
Aboriginal CHIP Programme.  This was 
held at the Longwarry Church during 
February and March, 2015.

“The program for the indigenous 
people went very well,” Sibilla Johnson, 
who facilitated the program, tells us.  
“We have developed a good friendship 
with the community and they expressed 
their sincere thanks to the Adventist 

church for helping them see and 
understand a better way of eating and 
living.”

Fifteen members and their families 
attended the opening programme.  
Following the first set of blood tests, 
a number were found to have highly 
at-risk lipid profiles, four were diabetic 
and one pre-diabetic, and eight were 
extremely over weight.

At the graduation a participant who 
had previously been diagnosed diabetic 
achieved normal blood sugars.  While 
all participants lost weight, one in 
particular lost 26kg and the skin of 
another, who suffered from psoriasis, 
became condition free. 

“The CHIP ministry has opened the 
door into this community,” continues 
Sibilla.  “ Two of the women, who are 
elders, have now undertaken CHIP 
facilitators training and will be taking 
our health message back to the people 
within their community.”  

This gift from God keeps on giving…

Peter Hughes with IntraVic

CHIP graduation night, left to right;  Tegan Griffiths, Linda Mullet, Sibilla Johnson, Craig 
Dimmock, Tanaya McKinnon, Sandra Mullet, Kylie Falls, Kaylene McKinnon, Adam Griffiths, 

Julie Dow, and Courtney Wells.  

we began with and it will remain until 
Jesus returns.  There is no other hope 
for our world.

We also have a mission to get the 
message out.  This happens with 
personal and public witness and 
evangelism in various forms.  We 
even run health programs and people 
helping projects through our churches 
(or ADRA) from a desire to help people 
live a more fulfilling life.  But there’s 
always the prayer that they will also 
create an interest in more—in the 
spiritual life. 

The message and mission are a 
significant part of what makes us 
unique and they form a solid base 
for a community that is bigger than 
the individuals within.  In fact, the 
diversity within actually strengthens 
our community as each of us brings 
our own strengths and giftedness to 
broaden our impact. 

A reminder: Our uniqueness is not 
found in our recognition of Jesus as 
Lord and Saviour because there are a 
myriad of churches and groups that 
also claim that.  It comes mainly from 
our understanding of our message 
and mission.  However, we need 
to remember that if Jesus is not 
our absolute centre we fail to be a 
community built on Him. 

Unity and uniformity
Unity is also important, but it isn’t 
uniformity.  Uniformity would mean 
little thinking or creativity within.  It 
would mean denying the skills and 
giftedness we have, and the Spirit’s 
leading in lives. 

The current discussion about the 
ordination of women is causing some 

excitement, but it illustrates well the 
unity-uniformity difference.  You and I 
may not be uniform on this and have 
different opinions.  Both of us will 
be able to quote Scripture to defend 
our positions.  This can divide us, but 
only if we choose to let it.  Our unity is 
not threatened by what is not a core 
teaching, unless we allow it.

When a decision is made about 
the ordination of women later this 
year—whatever it is—there will be 
disappointment from some.  Anger, 
even.  That’s the time to be gracious as 
a real community, embrace each other 
and return unitedly to the main game.  
We have a kingdom to build, a God-
given mission and a destiny to fulfil for 
Him.  These are the unchangeable, the 
non-negotiable.

The love factor
In Frank Kirkpatrick’s book Community, 
he suggests that there is a progression 
as true community develops.  The first 
stage is people connecting with each 
other.  The second is those individuals 
serving the organisation they have 
formed.  The third is relating “through 
intentional love for each other.”  That’s 
when the community really blossoms.

Our little congregation was stunned 
when Arthur arrived at church one 
Sabbath with a woman on his arm.  
She was probably about 30 and quite 
attractive.  I guess he was a couple of 
decades older, but I was in my teens 
at the time and he always looked old 
to me.

I remember how the women of our 
church fussed over her.  They wanted 
her to feel welcome.  That happens in 
a healthy community.  They supported 

Arthur and they supported his friend.  
Intentional love does that.

They married.  Unfortunately, the 
marriage only lasted a few years.  She 
just wasn’t there one Sabbath.  In fact, 
she’d left the area.  That’s when the 
church gathered around Arthur and 
held him close.  Like you do when a 
member of your community is in pain.  
They wanted to support Arthur.  Love 
does that.

For our church communities, love is a 
Jesus-commanded imperative (John 
13:34, 35).

Arthur has the last word
As I was writing this, I Googled Arthur’s 
name and was surprised to find he’d 
had a letter published in Adelaide’s The 
Advertiser (December, 1953).  He had 
written mainly against horseracing, 
but also other sports that had 
“degenerated into schools of brutality.” 

He wrote: “If all the energy dissipated 
in ball games were applied to 
industrious labour, and all the money 
expended was dispensed to succour 
genuine needs the nation would 
incalculably benefit.”  I could hear his 
voice as I read this.

He finished: “A pertinent question 
might be, ‘What would Jesus do?’”  I 
smiled and wondered how the reader 
would have felt about a letter on sport 
that ended with the WWJD question.  
But knowing Arthur, he would ask that 
because it fitted who he was.  Jesus 
was at the centre of his life.

And that’s another reminder that Jesus 
must be central to our community, 
or we miss the point of what we are 
about—and whose we are.

Bruce Manners

A Spicy Display 
at Big Camp
Asian Aid

Asian Aid staff attended Big Camp 
and felt right at home amongst the 
many other dedicated ministries in 
the Village Square.  

This year, we spiced up our display... 
and you could smell it before you saw 
it!  Inside our booth, colourful spice 
jars were meticulously measured 
out (by small and large hands), and 
provided with a corresponding curry 
recipe. 

Asian Aid is focusing on the provision 
of quality education to children, and 
at camp we wanted to connect people 
with the charming food consumed 
by the children in our sponsorship 
program.  We also shared about 
Asian Aid’s Health Program through 
an afternoon tea, empowering people 
to connect with a cause close to their 
heart. 

Thank you to everyone who engaged 
with Asian Aid during Big Camp. 
Your support and encouragement is 
inspiring.

The Right to Health Appeal... 
...ensuring people are and treated 
with dignity and respect. The end 
of financial year is approaching... 
please consider generosity helping 
us fulfil our God-given mission. For 
more information, please visit www.
asianaid.org.au or call 02 6586 4250.

We Are Community continued...
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KIDS SPOT

Victorian Childrens Ministries
Katherine Darroch

po Box 215 Nunawading 3131
KatherineDarroch@adventist.org.au

PHONE 03 9264 7777

 

One Body Many Parts

God has given us an 
amazing body with so many 
different parts. 
How many can you name?
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________
____________________

Draw a picture of YOU USING ONE OF THE GIFTS LISTED IN THE OVAL FRAME...

Dear God,
Please help me 
to remember 
that I am a 
special part of 
the body of 
Christ. Please 
help me to use 
the gifts you 
have given me 
to serve you.
          Amen

1 Corintians 12:12 (ICB) says, 
“A person’s body is only one 
thing, but it has many parts. Yes, 
there are many parts to a body, 
but all of those parts make only 
one body. Christ is like that too”. 
Sounds a little confusing right? 
Each part of our body has a 
certain job but all of the parts 
work together to make our body 
work. This verse is saying that 
we are all unique people that have 
special jobs to do but together we 
make up the one body of Christ, 
all working together!

Fill in the blanks...

All of you _____________________ are the 
____________________ of __________________. 
Each __________ of you is a ________________ of 
that _______________________. 1 Corinthians 12:27 
(ICB)

TOGETH
ER

CHRIST ONE

PART
BODY

BODY

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 
tells us the different 
gifts that the Spirit 
gives people to serve. 
Can you list them all?
 1  _____________
 2  _____________
 3  _____________
 4  _____________ 
 5  _____________
 6  _____________
 7  _____________
 8  _____________
 9  _____________



Conference News Hearing the little old lady say in broken 
English that she is happy?

Priceless.

So I would really encourage you to get 
in contact with ADRA Project manager, 
SarahCourtney@adra.org.au about any 
more up and coming excursions.

Andrew  Abdelmassih

Meeting at 
ADRA’s Garden
As I made my way to the garden the 
rising sun was flooding the dry fields 
with morning light.  A few sturdy 
souls were making their way to the 
shower blocks but most campers 
had not emerged.  At this early hour 
I felt sure I could quickly and quietly 
tend to the garden and be on my way 
before morning worship began. 

To my complete surprise, I discovered 
a lively group of people gathered 
there.  I was given a warm welcome 
and the group, Casey Church 
members, explained they were just 
starting their daily half hour walk.  I 
was enthusiastically invited to join 
them - an offer I couldn’t refuse.  For 
30 minutes I made new friends and 
learnt a whole lot about evangelism, 
diet and exercise and the benefits of 
the CHIP program. 

On Sabbath morning, there were 
more unexpected meetings.  This 
time day visitors who had set out 
from Melbourne at around 5am.  
One woman had brought her two 
grandchildren with her.  When these 
people arrived, most campers were 
still in bed, such was their desire to 
worship God with His people at camp 
on Sabbath! 

At the garden people stopped and 
connected with other campers.  It 
provided opportunity to enquire 
about a plant or share a gardening 
tip with someone.  Conversation in 
the garden sometimes culminated 
in sharing testimonies and faith was 
strengthened.  It was a place for 
children to enjoy; finding a home for 
a stone they had painted or searching 
for a tiny chocolate hidden amongst 
the strawberry plants. 

As camp finished, the young children 
enjoyed harvesting the greens 
and edible herbs (and discovered 
nasturtium leaves don’t taste like 
lettuce!).

My last morning, sitting on a hay 
bale watching the sun rise, I was 
convinced that the Master Gardener 
had been at work tending to all those 
who had come to Big Camp helping 
them grow and connect with one 
another and with Him.

Phyona McMahon

Volunteers and new immigrants ready to head 
off to Phillip Island, regardless of the rain

Andrew playing Heads Up with his 
new friends

Sharing God
ADRA

Waking up on Sunday morning to the sound of rain is never good when you are 
going on an excursion!  Even so, I was excited… although nervous.  Would I do a 
good job representing ADRA and interacting with all the refugee families from the 
Migrant Information Centre?

As we rocked up to the Conference 
office just after 9am, it was hard not 
to think that the day could be better if 
it were sunny, but we decided to make 
the most of it and pray for a good 
day.   Volunteers were introduced to 
the newly settled refugees, we prayed 
together and then all 53 of us jumped 
into two buses and a car and set off in 
convoy.  Destination: Phillip Island.

In my bus, we played Heads Up, which 
is an app on the phone.  You pick a 
category and hold the phone to your 
forehead.  Everyone else can see what 
is written, they shout and mime and 
you have to guess to win points.  The 
best part of the game is that it records 
everyone. Definitely a game for all 
ages! 

As we arrived at our first stop, Cape 
Woolamai, the rain had stopped and we 
went for a walk along the beach, taking 
many jumping photos as these are 
always fun (no one wants to do them at 
first but after you start you can’t stop!)  
As the day proceeded, it rained while 
we were on the buses and stopped as 
we arrived at the next destination, even 
the sun coming out on occasion.  God 
surely blessed us. 

I loved lunch – we all brought food to 
share and there was so much of it.  We 

ate some of the lovely local food of 
Myanmar such as sticky rice and fried 
rice as well as enjoying local hot chips.  
You can’t go to the beach and not have 
chips!   

Most of the participants had never been 
to Phillip Island – some had never seen 
waves.  The aim for the day was to have 
fun.  Play games, walk along the beach, 
share food.  I believe all of these things 
make a good day at the beach for any 
Aussie and hopefully they could see 
this from the experience they shared 
with us. 

The bus ride back was quiet - most of 
us were asleep so it’s safe to say we all 
had a good day!

I also got to share my testimony with 
some of the other volunteers and my 
new friends.  It’s always a blessing 
whether they have God in their life or 
not, to share and worship our God.  So 
I pray that through our actions that 
Sunday, people will ask questions.

Often people want to help out but can’t 
so this is really good way.  What is the 
cost?  Fuel… food… time… effort…   

But seeing the faces of the children 
and the parents you spent time with?  
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Jumping on the beach – breaks 
down all barriers!

Adam and Phyona McMahon from North 
Fitzroy Church in the Connections Garden



Winner of the 
‘I’m Shining 
my Light’ 
competition at 
camp – Joshua 
Saliba from Moe 
Church

ADRA’s 
Connections 
Garden
Big Camp for ADRA was a time to 
connect around the community garden 
and to tell our stories of how Christ 
has impacted our lives and how we can 
share His love with our communities.

We sang, “This Little Light of Mine” as 
a testament to how every one of us is 
made in the image of God and we all 
have power to make an impact and to 
thrive in society.

The garden was a time to share how 
we as a Conference are working 
together and how every department 
– Children’s, Women’s, Health, Youth 
and ADRA – has the same message: 
that we are the family of God and 
if we are going to create faith and 
service that is ‘sticky’, we must work 
together and include every facet of our 
ministries.  It is the essence of Faith 
Shaper – we can’t have Mission and 
Service without: Homes Empowered; 
Authentic Relationships; Participation; 
Intergenerational Connections; 
Noteworthy Memorable Events or God 
Encounters! 

#imshiningmylight

Rebecca Auriant

Kathy 
Rutene 
from 
Leongatha 
Church


Thank you to everyone who was involved 
in making camp a great success

ADRA’s Kiri Maxwell met Julie Bishop at 
the National Disaster Management Office 

when the Minister for Foreign Affairs was in 
Vanuatu.

Global Action
ADRA

In March, the worst storm to hit the 
Pacific arrived in Vanuatu.  Cyclone Pam 
gave plenty of warning, but still produced 
catastrophic results. Winds of up to 
300km/h lashed the country, destroying 
almost everything. 

Thousands of families have received vital 
food parcels, shelter and water filtration 
kits thanks to your generous donations.  
While Vanuatu is no longer making 
headlines, there’s so much to be done. 
As ADRA’s work shifts from response to 
recovery, the focus will be on long-term 
development and rebuilding even better 
than before. 

Throughout the crisis, one thing stood 
out: people’s resilience and hope.  Within 
hours of the storm passing, locals were 
picking up the pieces and rebuilding 
their lives.  

Thank you once again for your support 
in helping ADRA respond, both with 
this disaster, and the more recent 
earthquake in Nepal.  Your support helps 
provide opportunities for people not just 
to recover, but to thrive...  even in the 
darkest of storms…

Rebecca Auriant

mailto:SarahCourtney@adra.org.au


GYD 2015
Vicyouth & ADRA

Phil Hyland Reflects on GYD 2015
Director - VicYouth

Youth from many of our churches 
across Victoria came together on 
Global Youth Day in March, to be the 
hands, feet and heart of Jesus to their 
towns, suburbs and neighbourhoods.  
On a global scale, they were challenged 
to see the need and be the Sermon to 
their ‘neighbour’.

GYD is the realisation of a dream 
cast by Gilbert Cangy, our General 
Conference Youth Director, three years 
ago to:

•  Recapture the reality and 
excitement of being a Seventh-day 
Adventist Youth and part of a united 
global youth movement;

•  Reposition Mission to the heart of 
Global Youth Ministry;

•  Be the springboard to a lifestyle of 
Mission, it was never intended to be a 
once/year thing;

What better way to kick off GYD 2015 
than with worship and welcoming in of 
Sabbath – putting God front and centre 
of mission and service and placing 
before Him our lives as a living offering. 

The ‘Gatha’ crew led out in some 
inspirational praise and worship.  
Seaton Dejong shared how life 
changing his recent overseas ADRA 
Connections trip was as he saw God 
at work in his life and that of the team.  
Finally, to close the worship, Brianna 
Hailey, Brodie Smith and Jordyn 
Harvey narrated the story of the Good 
Samaritan, but with a contemporary 
flavour, commissioning us to “Go and 
do likewise.”

The vision for GYD was fulfilled in 
another aspect - not only were youth 
involved on the day but people of all 
ages; it was truly intergenerational.  
Nunawading Adventurer Club – ages 
4–9 – were keen, decorating and gift 
wrapped hampers that found their 
way to some very appreciative ladies 
at Asher House.  In Dandenong I 
saw parents serving alongside young 
people – their own children – modelling 
servant leadership and mentoring the 
NOW generation. 

This is the beginnings of the sort of 
vision I believe the prophet Joel was 
referring to when he spoke about the 
intergenerational pouring out of God’s 
Spirit.

* * * *

GYD 2015 was also a multi-department 
project, with Victorian Adventist 
Communications and its team of 

volunteers assisting with the broadcast 
while  ADRA in Victoria collaborated 

with VicYouth to bring this day to 
fruition.  

* * * *

Rebecca Auriant Reflects…
Director, ADRA in Victoria

By partnering with VicYouth for Global 
Youth Day, ADRA’s vision of a world 
without poverty, of an agency of 
excellence and of a church making a 
difference was tangible.

We were blessed to have the Australian 
Youth Representative to the United 
Nations,  Shea Spierings  launch GYD 
2015 for Melbourne, sharing with us his 
background and why he is passionate 
about youth.  Over the weekend, he 
asked the youth to share what was 
important to them and how they can 
make a difference.*  Issues raised 
ranged from social justice to climate 

change to making their voices heard.

And they were definitely heard on 
Sabbath.  Youth from across Victoria 
reached out to their communities.  
Some of the activities included 
assisting with a veggie and herb garden 
at Asher Housing; taking programs at 
AdventCare; the hampers for Asher 
Housing (Nunawading Christian 
College joined with the Adventurer 
club, collecting items for the 
packages); visiting a refugee detention 
centre; preparing a community 
meal program at Cornerstone; 
conversational English; and planning a 
refugee advocacy concert to name just 
a few! 

What we learnt from GYD 2015 is that 
love always wins in the end!

* Shea will include his research from 
Global Youth Day and Big camp at Elmore 
in his report to the UN General Assembly 
at the end of the year, which will then go 
to policy makers in Australia, in the hope 
of bringing about change for our youth and 
communities.

ADRA’s youth ambassadors, Michaela 
Jones and Jessica Karaoglanis with 
Shea Spierings, the Australian youth 
representative to the UN

The Cornerstone team, representing 
Carrum Downs Samoan, Casey, 

Cranbourne, Pakenham and Filiipino 
Australian churches at GYD

The Adventurer Team

The Adventcare team took the service at the Whitehorse facility

March 21 saw a team of volunteers converge on Burwood 
Church for the global broadcast of our youth activities

Justice 
Conference
ADRA

Justice.  What is Justice?  For me, 
it represents Christ’s love, the very 
essence of His life on earth and the 
woven fabric that weaves the gospel, 
love, righteousness and relationships 
together. 

Nearly 40 of our church members from 
around Victoria, and even interstate,  
attended the Justice Conference, on 
the weekend of April 18, in Melbourne.  
The first of its kind in Australia, the 
conference brought together 29 
Christian aid, justice and ministry 
organisations, including ADRA Australia. 

Ken Wytsma – founder of The Justice 
Conference, shared how we can become 
part of the ministry of restorative justice 
and reconciliation: “By sacrificing 
ourselves for the vulnerable we show 
love to the Creator, as all people are 
made in the image of God.”

ADRA Australia’s director, Mark Webster 
and Nathan Brown from Signs were 
among the presenters over this two-day 
event.

We have been humbled and moved to 
share this vision – to not only be the 
hands and feet of Jesus but to represent 
His heart for the vulnerable, as we are 
all one people, one community, and all 
have the power to share our story and 
‘Shine our Light.’ 

Rebecca Auriant

More from the 
LE Team
Literature Evangelists

Just five minutes before they knocked, 
Faye had been praying about her 
disconnection from her church… Brent, 
raised a Christian, asked to come to 
church with us and found his place in 
God’s family… Keeping a promise led 
to an unexpected blessing… These are 
just some of the stories our Literature 
Evangelists share of their work for the 
Lord, along with their experiences at 
Big Camp this year.  Scan the code 
below to read more!

Literature Evangelists

 LE’s manned a well-attended and 
well-stocked booth at Big Camp

the LE team with Bairnsdale church 
members

Or go to Vic.Adventist.org.au and 
follow links to news
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Ordaining Justin
Ordination

Just before Big Camp this year, Justin Bone was ordained.  Currently working with 

the Ararat, Stawell and  Hamilton churches, Justin is well known in Melbourne too, 

where he worked with Wantirna Church and Nunawading Christian College, not to 

mention his work with the Upper Primary group at Big Camp and many travelled 

to Ararat to be part of this special event.

Justin grew up in a Catholic family in 

a rural NSW town.  God was at best 

a distant friend who might like him, 

or who, at worst was an angry figure 

needing to be placated by prayer.  

Justin sought fulfilment in self-

gratification and of course found none.  

He was aimless, going from one job to 

another: Waiter, Hotel Reception, and 

Call Centre work in Customer service. 

Then Justin met a girl who told him 

something strange about the days 

of the week and the Sabbath.  The 

girl in question happened to be the 

daughter of an Adventist Pastor, and 

had promised herself she would never 

marry a minister…

 It occurred to Justin that if he had 

been wrong about the Sabbath, maybe 

he was wrong about God.  His curiosity 

triggered, Justin attended Net’99 at 

Parramatta Church.  He was interested 

but needed to know more.  

After moving to Queensland, Justin 

studied for two years with Pr Mark 

Wilson, who worked with him patiently.  

Finally, in 2002,  Justin was baptised at 

Edens Landing.  

Then he married the girl!

A couple of years later Justin felt a call 

to go to Avondale to study for ministry.  

A number of church members started 

taking him aside and encouraging him 

to enter ministry.  At first, he rejected 

the calling and encouragement.  His 

wife knew what it would mean to 

answer that calling and they weren’t 

ready to take that step. 

Justin’s pastor had always said that 

Avondale was to be avoided, so he felt 

it wasn’t for him.  Together Justin and 

Vanessa prayed for weeks before finally 

taking it to the pastor.  To his shock and 

surprise, the pastor told Justin that he 

thought he should attend Avondale and 

pursue ministry, before Justin could 

even share his thoughts with him!

So they submitted to what God was 

bringing into their lives and applied 

for a place in the Theology degree.  

Justin was quickly accepted and within 

a month, they’d sold their house and 

car and had moved from Brisbane to 

Cooranbong.  Justin studied from 2006 

to 2009 and graduated with distinction 

before being picked up by the Victorian 

Conference.

Looking back, Justin can see that 

God was preparing him through all 

his experiences to serve others and 

to minister to their needs.  He still 

expresses surprise that God called 

him, but he knows that God did.  Justin 

said yes to God once, and it is his 

intention to keep saying yes to God 

whenever He calls. 

Congratulations, Justin and Vanessa.  

May you continue to be aware of the 

Lord as He walks beside you in your life 

of ministry to Him.

IntraVic

Craig Gillis, Conference Secretary, Graeme 
Christian, Conference President, with 

Justin and Vanessa, and on the rhs, Darren 
Croft and Brendan Pratt, Ministerial 

Secretaries for the Victorian and Australian 
Union Conferences.

The ‘new’ sign at the Conference Office

A new Sign
Conference

Has your church looked into the new 
branding and signage project from the 
Division? 

The conference is on board, with its 
recently refurbished sign on Central 
Road.  

IntraVic

The e-Giving App
Conference

Great News -The eGIVING iPhone app is 
now available! 

We are very excited to offer this 
application to you, and it can be found 
here as a free download : https://
itunes.apple.com/au/app/egiving/
id947084733?ls=1&mt=8

To support this new application, a 
general tutorial on how to use the 
eGIVING app for iPhone has been 
created.

 It is on our South 
Pacific Division  IT 
Vimeo page:

https://vimeo.
com/122486242

The Lord is My Shepherd
Vic Youth
At Big Camp, the high schoolers were asked to think about Psalm 23 and how 
David, a shepherd who spent much of his time hiding out, looking for a home, 
wrote about his God from the perspective of life as he knew it.  We don’t have the 
same experiences as David did.  

But what is real and important in our lives can help us understand or describe 
God’s presence and power.  So these young people were asked to rewrite Psalm 23 
from their own perspective, from their own experiences of life today.  Here are just 
a few…

1 THE LORD IS MY DADDY
The Lord is my Daddy because mine is 
gone

There is no longer a hole in my life… I 
belong

He tucks me into bed at night

Makes sure I’m safe and warm

He had provided me with enough food 
and water

Even before I was born

My Daddy has taught me 

Every little think I need

Down the path of righteousness, 

I take his hand and he leads

When I’m scared and I want to go back 

I just squeeze Daddy’s hand

I know I’m safe when he squeezes back

Daddy give me courage

He’s bigger and stronger than me

I hope one day I will have the courage

To be someone he wants me to be

Daddy covers me in cuddles 

And my cup of love overflows

I don’t need to tell daddy about myself

Because he already knows

I know that Daddy knows what is good 
for me

So I will stay close to Him 

For all eternity

2 THE LORD IS MY GUITAR AMP
The Lord is my guitar amp.
He provides me with the full, beautiful 
tone that I am capable of giving.
On my own, I am nothing but a small 
sound,
But together with the Lord 
We are bursting with a rich tone.
Thank you Lord!

3 GOD IS MY HOLDEN
God is my Holden Crewman Ute.
He stands out in the parking lot of 
temptation.
He creates new ways, off road, and on.
He is our transportation, 
His manual tells us all we need to 
know.
He drives us towards Him. 
He has been there always.

4 THE LORD IS MY TRAINER
The Lord is my personal trainer.
He leads me to fountains of Gatorade,
He restores me with double choc 
protein bars.
He leads me on the most enduring 
track.
Even on my sorest days, He is with me 
27 hours a day.

(not a typo – it was a running joke in the  
worship drama at Big Camp, starring an 
overzealous personal trainer!)

Justin and Vanessa together with their 
daughter...
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Building Community Networks
Community Engagement
Excerpt from resource developed by Adventist Schools Australia, with 
forward by National Director, Daryl Murdoch. (Pictured below)

Adventist education serves very diverse communities in Australia.  
Such diversity is represented in terms of faith traditions, ethnicity and 
socioeconomic standing.

It is exciting to witness the ways our 
schools are engaging with this diversity 
in the communities that they serve.  Our 
education system is intentionally inclusive 
and has a community service focus which is 
appreciated by parents of our students.

Service is a key focus of Jesus, of whom it 
is recorded ‘The Son of Man did not come 
to be served but to serve’ in Matt 20:28.  

Below are a number of practical ideas on 
reaching the wider community, which our 
schools around Australia are involved in… 

Lest We Forget 2015...
Our Schools Remember
& Commemorate ANZAC DAY

Seniors Connect
Seniors connect is a project at 
Gilson College, aimed at providing 
seniors in our local community with 
an opportunity to engage and create 
friendships with other community 
members. This is achieved through 
holding various activities including 
crafts, singing, exercise, personal 
development of skills and social 
interactions. Gilson College Community 
Church in consultation with Gilson 
College - Taylors Hill Campus  aim to 
contribute towards making meaningful 
and lasting connections with our local 
community seniors group throughout 
the year as a church and school 
community. ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’ Acts 20:35

A website, dedicated to this ministry 
has been set up, complete with 
articles and photos about the different 
projects, and will be added to as 
the year progresses.  You can see 
what they have been doing at http://
gcthseniorsconnect.weebly.com

Through the seniors connect program” 
says Joshua Contai - ADRA School 
Ambassador, “our aim is to build 
relationships with those who are in 
need of connection in our community 
through service projects run by our 
local church and school.”  

Mernda Campus

Edinburgh College: To close the Primary’s FLAG (Fun 
Learning About God) Week which was themed “God is 

Your Best Mate” the students were each presented with 
a commemorative Anzac Medal. 

Nunawading Christian Primary

• Adopt a park
• ADRA Projects
• Adventurers
• ANZAC parades
• Backyard Blitz
• Baptisms held at school
• Bibles given to students
• Big Camp
• Chapel
• Choir Ministry
• Christmas Programs
• Church Programs
• Computers for Seniors
• Date Night baby sitting
• Dinners for junior 

students and families
• Dinner for 8
• End of year community 

service days
• Evangelism program 

involvement
• Family Festival of Praise
• Food Support
• Fun Day at school
• Fund-raising projects
• Games and tea nights
• Garden Growing
• Global poverty 

awareness programs
• Helping hands
• Home based soup & buns 

& Bible Study

• Kids Church
• Mentoring
• Mother’s Day visits
• Overseas sister school
• Pathfinders
• Personal invitations
• Playgroups
• Positive Parenting 

programs
• Prayer groups 
• Resilience programs
• Road to Bethlehem
• School-based Church 

plants
• School concerts
• Senior Citizens lunch
• Social events
• StormCo trips
• Strategic planning
• Student-led initiatives
• Summer Youth camps
• Teachers seizing 

opportune moments
• VBS
• Vespers
• Week of Spiritual 

Emphasis
• Women’s Ministry
• Community service 

Challenge
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Our Schools
Gilson College

Taylors Hill Campus 
Phone: 03 9365 9365

Mernda Campus 
Phone: 03 9717 7300 

www.gilsoncollege.com

Henderson College 
Phone: 03 5024 5192 

henderson.adventist.edu.au

Heritage College
Narre Warren South Campus 

Phone: 03 9796 0100

Officer Campus 
Phone: 03 5943 2900 

www.heritagecollege.com.au

Lilydale Adventist Schools
Edinburgh Early Learning Centre 

Phone: 03 9761 9991

Edinburgh Adventist College 
Primary Campus

Phone: 03 9728 8833

Secondary Campus
Phone: 03 9728 2211 

edinburghcollege.vic.edu.au

Nunawading Christian College
Primary Campus 

Phone: 03 9878 9927

Secondary Campus 
Phone: 03 9877 3555 

ncc2.vic.edu.au

http://gcthseniorsconnect.weebly.com
http://gcthseniorsconnect.weebly.com
www.gilsoncollege.com
henderson.adventist.edu.au
www.heritagecollege.com.au
edinburghcollege.vic.edu.au
ncc2.vic.edu.au


From the President
Greetings.  

For those of you who were able to 
attend, I am sure you will agree that 
Big Camp 2015 was a success.  We had 
a good attendance and God blessed 
us with great weather, fellowship and 
times of worship.  Mark Easter 2016 on 
your calendar – and plan to be with us 
for Big Camp next year. 

While 2014 was the year designated 
as the year of evangelism with a major 
focus on urban areas, already 2015 is 
shaping up to being even busier than 
last, which is wonderful news.  Local 
pastors are implementing the cycle 
of evangelism within their churches.  
Within our pastoral districts, pastors 
are pooling resources as they work 
with their churches.  The Literature 
Evangelists have brought in a record 
400 Beyond contacts which is a 
challenge for our Preston church 
members in particular, though other 
churches are involved also.  We are 
thankful for all the faithful work our 
people are doing across Victoria.  
Please continue praying for these 
efforts.  

One of the most effective ways to care 
for the relational needs of our church 
is adequate training of personnel.  
Thus March saw a ‘Basic Counselling 
Skills’ workshop for pastors held at 
the Conference, with Drs Bryan Craig 
and Trafford Fischer.  A marriage 
enrichment event is planned for later 
in the year.

With the approach of the AUC 
Constituency Meeting in September, 
we were pleased to be able to complete 
the quota of delegates, and we 
thank those who have accepted their 
nomination.

Being committed to doing what we 
can to protect our children, we have 
made the decision that, in keeping 
with requirements at our local church 
level, even our Conference Committee 
members will have Working with 
Children checks – all readily agreed to 
this.

The Camp Howqua team are doing a 
great job managing the facility.  The 
committee recognises the importance 
of keeping our facilities up to date, so a 
number of requests from Howqua have 

been approved, including a generator, 
the final stage of the kitchen upgrade 
and Frisbee golf.

Our conference team are also doing 
a great job and the reports from the 
Communications Department showed 
that in the last 18 months there have 
been more than 61,000 views of on-line 
video available on our conference TV 
website.  Well done Sherrie Courtney 
and Mirek Stekla!

Mrs Danijela Trajkov presented  an 
excellent report of her work as 
Women’s Ministries director.  We know 
how much this ministry is appreciated.  
Thanks Danijela.

Our Samoan church plants have 
both gown and multiplied.  The 
Church Company at Melton has now 
been approved by the conference 
committee to function as a church, 
and the recommendation to the next 
constituency meeting will be for the 
Melton Church to  join the sisterhood 
of churches as an officially recognised 
Seventh-day Adventist Church.  We look 
forward to continued effectiveness as 
they reach out to community people.

The Victorian Conference is the 
3rd largest in Australia yet has the 
highest numerical growth rate. We 
have significantly less staff working 
in our conference office than other 
comparable conferences, and more 
pastoral staff caring for churches.  
There continues to be a commitment to 
supporting local church pastors as well 
as providing support and resources for 
local churches from the conference.   

While we have plenty of challenges we 
thank God for His blessings -- we have 
so much for which to be thankful!

Graeme Christian

Opening the 
Dorothy Wing
AdventCare

AdventCare Whitehorse - Dorothy Wing 
was officially opened in early March by 
the Honourable Peter Costello, AC, along 
with Conference President, Graeme 
Christian.

Residents of AdventCare and their 
families were invited to attend and were 
very pleased with the building extension.  
Primary students from Nunawading 
Christian College came along to sing, 
and were later entertained, along with 
the residents, by a magician.

The Dorothy Wing was built in 1991 as 
an 18-bed secure special-needs wing 
catering for residents with dementia 
and special needs.  Now, with specialist 
consultation, the facility has been 
extended to 38 beds and includes:

• a kitchenette and large dining room, 
which is beautifully furnished to 
enhance the dining experience of the 
residents;  

• a small chapel;

• Two courtyards with sensory boards, 
a bus shelter, a men’s shed, clothes 
line and raised garden beds - these 
features are incorporated in the 
lifestyle programs for the residents;

• Murals and artwork of Victorian 
landmarks which provide a point of 
interest along the walking tracks.

Our dedicated staff are committed to 
delivering quality care and services 
to meet the specialised needs of our 
residents with dementia, helping make 
their lives as fulfilling as possible.

Alexander Bolek

Alexander Bolek, AdventCare CEO, The 
Honourable Peter Costello AC, Helen Psomiadis, 

AdventCare Facilities Coordination Manager, 
Graeme Christian, Conference President

GROW
Ministerial

For the last few years, the Ministerial 
Department has hosted the GROW 
Conference.  Have you heard about it?

For local church elders and leaders, 
this conference is a must.  It is a time 
of sharing ideas and encouragement 
and church leaders come away inspired 
and empowered to make the most of 
their role within their churches.

This year’s Keynote Presenter, Dr Alden 
Thompson is a Seventh-day Adventist 
author, theologian and popular public 
speaker and seminar presenter.  He 
is the Professor of Biblical Studies 
at Walla Walla University, has written 
many books and articles and seeks to 
draw the church together in a way that 
is faithful to Jesus and the Bible.   

There will also be workshops to 
build practical skills in areas such as 
preaching, teaching, leadership and 
more.

The conference, held at Howqua, will 
take place in July.  Why not ask your 
elders if they plan to attend…

IntraVic

NOTICES
GROW CONFERENCE - For Elders 
and Church Leaders -  July 24 – 26   
Book now…

BIBLE DISCOVERY RETREAT – 
October 18-25.  For seekers and 
anyone else wanting to further their 
Bible knowledge

CONCERT OF BEAUTIFUL MUSIC – 
June 13 at AdventCare Whitehorse

FUTSAL TOURNAMENT – Were you 
planning to attend this event in May 
to support ADRA?  The good news is 
you have not missed it – rescheduled 
date – August 22

RUN MELBOURNE – and support 
ADRA – July 25 – sign up now!

VICYOUTH WINTER RETREAT – 
August 14-16 at camp Howqua.  Visit 
vicyouth.com for more info

THE ORCHARD – New location in the 
city – Do you want to be a part of our 
inner city church plant?

GREAT PLACES TOUR 2015 – In 
September this year.  Now is the time 
to book if you are interested in going

ADVENTIST EMPLOYMENT– Are 
you interested in working with 
our church?  Visit http://www.
adventistemployment.org.au/vacant_
positions

REGIONAL MEETING – Our next 
regional meeting will be on August 1 
at Gilson College – save the day

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP MUSIC 
AFTERNOON  - at Warburton – 
August 29.  Registration closes 
August 11

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT 
THESE NOTICES VISIT VIC.
ADVENTIST.ORG.AU AND CLICK ON 
THE NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
TAB… 

DO YOU RUN YOUR CHURCH 
WEBSITE?  CONSIDER CONNECTING 
TO OUR NEWS OR ANNOUNCEMENT 
RSS FEEDS

Six Reasons Sexual Predators 
Target Churches
Safe Places

On Guard is a book by Deepak Reju 
looking at Abuse within our church.  
Tim Challies reviewed this book and 
came up with six reasons sexual 
predators target churches.  Read a 
summary of what he has to say…

1. Christians are perceived as 
naïve – guard is lowered when 
amongst professing Christians and 
offenders know this and flock to 
faith communities

2. Christians are thought to be 
ignorant of the problem of abuse 
and its extent within the faith 
community, thus failing to take 
adequate measures and ignoring 
warning signs

3. Churches offer easy access to 
children and predators, knowing a 
church’s need for volunteers in its 
many programs, show up eager to 
make themselves known and ready 
to serve

4. Christians are taught submission 
to authority, but not taught that 
there are times authority should 
be defied – people in positions 

of spiritual authority are often 
afforded trust because of their 
position, bypassing normal 
cautionary measures

5. Churches offer roles that put 
abusers in the ‘right place’ and 
a religious language that can be 
manipulated… “This is not sin, but 
love”  from the lips of the class 
teacher…

6. Christians forgive – abusers 
count on receiving grace far too 
freely and with little cost.  They 
are not dumb and know that a 
few tears and the right words will 
appeal to the Christian ethos of 
forgiveness…

No wonder the Bible says to be ‘wise as 
serpents and innocent as doves’ (Matt 
10:16).

Extracted from a book review by Tim 
Challies of On Guard by Deepak Reju

http://www.challies.com/book-reviews/on-
guard for more information

Bought to you by Safe Places Victoria
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CAMP 2015
SNAPSHOTS OF

 
 BIG CAMP 2016 IS happening… 
see YOU there
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