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In this issue of IntraVic we are looking at an exciting new outreach opportunity 

with the launch of a new DVD series produced by Adventist Media Network, so 

we asked Pr Gary Webster, AMN’s Ministries Director to write a guest editorial.

Discipleship is a three stage process of:

• Revealing God’s through our lives, our actions 
and our words. 
• Bringing people into God’s love through sharing 
the gospel one on one and/or publicly.
• Growing people in God’s love and into the 
likeness of Jesus through other church members, 
in a variety of ways and activities.
But let’s be honest. The Adventist church in 
Western countries like ours is struggling in its 
mission to make disciples. The time has come for 
us to study and follow more closely the principles 
Jesus used and gave to His apostles for the 
church’s mission. 

Christ fulfilled God’s mission with maximum impact.  
Here are some of His methods:                

1. A Strong PerSonAl relAtionShiP with god - by prayer, studying and 
following God’s word (eg Matthew 4:1-10).
2. evAngeliStic SmAll grouPS – The first thing Jesus did before any healing or 
preaching was gather a small group around Him (John 1:35-51). The purpose 
of Christ’s small group was to grow, encourage, stimulate, and train and equip 
His disciples to share God’s love (eg Mk 3:14; Heb 10:24,25). 
3. FriendShiP evAngeliSm – through finding people’s needs and filling 
them.  His whole healing and helping ministry was about building love 
connections with others and then leading them to understand God’s love 
for them.
4. houSe to houSe evAngeliStic viSitAtion – the gospels reveal it was 
applied strategically by Jesus and His disciples (Matthew 10 – 11:1)
5. Public ProPhetic evAngeliSm - Jesus both modelled and commanded the 
church to proclaim the gospel publicly until the end of time (Mk 1:15; 
16:15; Luke 24:45-47; Matthew 24:14; Acts 2:14-41).

Too often individuals and churches get fixated on just one or two of the 
above.  If we are serious about mission we cannot afford to be disobedient 
to the example left by Jesus. It is imperative that we follow the example of 
our Lord in applying all these key principles of mission in the process of 
disciple-making. Churches must have “cycles of discipleship” that include 
all of these principles. 

It is time to make a maximum impact - like Jesus and the New Testament 
church.

Gary Webster

MaxiMuM iMpact Mission:
                  Discipleship Jesus’ way  high

Sabbath 12Saturday
November
Dallas Brooks Centre
300 Albert Street
East Melbourne
9:30 - 4:30

celebration . worship . food . music . fellowship . prayer
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Come and hear General 
Conference President Pastor Ted Wilson
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It is not often the General Conference President comes to Australia, so lets make the most of 
November 12  - it will be a wonderful opportunity for all our church members to fellowship and 

worship our great God together.  
The afternoon program will include an ordination/commissioning and we invite you to celebrate this 

special occasion with us. 
 So mark this date on your calendar.

More information will be made available in subsequent issues of IntraVic.

12
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...Beyond 
the Search

 

What is Beyond the Search?
Beyond the Search is a new media evangelistic resource that presents the Gospel message in a way that is 
intriguing and inspiring, without compromising on quality or message.  It brings viewers into a deeper 
connection with God and has enormous potential to make an impact on secular society - in fact, secular people 
working with the makers of the resource and BBC have already been impacted by it. 
The original Search series, produced over a decade ago, 
was a ground breaking production that combined mass 
media promotion to help church members engage viewers 
on a life-changing journey of discovery.  The series was 
advertised, viewers responded requesting a video, and 
these were delivered as soon as possible, the caller making 
a time to return to collect it and leave the next in the 
series.  One of the beauties of this ministry was that the 
viewer could do so at their own pace and some took three  
at a time, others took one per month. It was one of the 
most successful evangelistic tools used in Australia and 
New Zealand in the last ten years.  

Building on this successful 
past, the 

producers       are, however, very conscious that 
unless the Lord builds the house, they are wasting effort 
and resource, and their constant prayer is that the Lord 
will open and close doors, guiding them so the production 
will advance His kingdom for many years to come.  

Beyond the Search now has even more to offer with new 
resources and a comprehensive strategy that includes a 
fourteen part DVD series which shares the gospel in the 
context of the Great Cosmic Conflict.  The essence of the 
programs are our unique and complete Adventist message.
God has blessed the production of the new series, bringing 
together an experienced and highly skilled team, and the 
end product is very professional.  The imagery and sound 
is spot on and with the message presented, comes together 

to draw in the viewers and capture their interest. 
Beyond the Search is not just heads talking 

at you.  Presenters take you on a 
journey, engaging you    

 emotionally and       
        spiritually. 
 

Each of the DVD’s has two distinct segments or 
episodes: Feature and Explore.
Every “Feature” has three presenters, each connecting 
with their audience in a unique way: seasoned evangelist, 
Pr Geoff Youlden has the ability to present  in a way that 
appeals to people looking for wisdom through intellect and 
knowledge; Johnny Murison brings his sense of adventure 
and willingness to ‘give it a go’ to the presentation; 
and Danielle Synot (from Geelong) is able to connect 
emotionally.  The feature episodes are intentionally 
entertaining and captivating, while at the same time 
raising spiritual questions.  
The “Explore” episodes which follow, give evidence for the 
concept raised in the “Feature” segment and there may 
be up to three ‘Explore” studies depending on the topic.  
These are hosted by Geoff Youlden who leads three others 
in a round table Bible study.  Victorian Conference pastor 
and evangelist, Peter Watts is one of twenty eight others 
(lay members, pastors, theologians, administrators and 
evangelists) from around Australia, who are involved in 
these “Explore” episodes.

Who Can Use Beyond the Search?
Because “Beyond the Search” is both educational and 
entertaining it will appeal not only to youth and adults, 
but also to older children and teens.  As a result it can 
be used in a wide variety of ways by both churches and 
schools. 

Using Beyond the Search   
Beyond the Search is a comprehensive and integrated 
resource package with a wide variety of usages:

DVD  Evangelism - Beyond the Search will succeed through 
engagement and friendship.  The first “Feature” episode is 
on the signs of Christ’s second coming, focusing on the 
major issues of our day such as globalism, our environment 

and problems within our society.  The real story behind 
these issues is exposed revealing what is perhaps the 
last piece of hope.  This episode will be updated 

regularly with new footage, keeping it relevant to 
the world environment. This “Signs” episode 
is an introduction to the series and will be 
widely promoted using TV and other mass 
media channels.  Audiences are invited 
to receive a free viewing of the DVD 
which will be delivered  personally by 
local church members and pastors who 

continue to connect and engage  by offering subsequent 
DVDs in the series. 
Additional Resources for Small Groups, Seminars, Home 
Bible Studies, Correspondence & Online Courses  - As the 
journey of seekers vary, based on their own experience and 
how they respond, Beyond the Search is a comprehensive 
and integrated resource package, with additional resources 
not only extending the engagement with audiences, but 
also creating flexibility in usage for local churches and 
schools.  These include:
• Discovery Course Series - A series of four Bible study 
books that cover eight topics in each, explores the topics 
introduced in the DVD series.  It will be available in print 
for use in small groups, seminars, home Bible studies, 
correspondence and online courses.
• Beyond Resource Pack - The Beyond resource pack 
is for pastors, evangelists or lay people who want to 
incorporate the Beyond series into their church services 
and evangelistic campaigns.  It contains a manual, a photo 
library, the Bible study course, screen presentations, video 
clips and artwork.
• Radio & Podcast Series - Adventist Media Network will 
produce fourteen 30 minute radio programs structured in 
a radio magazine style, to be broadcast on Hope Channel 
and other affiliate networks.  Podcasts will be available 
from the Beyond Website and iTunes.
• Beyond the Search Books - Two books will be 
released for the series.  The first, the title yet to 
be confirmed, is written by Clifford Goldstein 
and takes people on a literary journey of the topics raised 
in the DVD series.  With fourteen chapters, it explores 
the full Adventist message and faith and will be available 
in print and e-book format.
The second book titled Beyond Guilt, is a re-branding of 
the contemporary “Steps to Christ” book by Ellen White.  
It is designed to be offered as a gift to people who view 
the Beyond Pain episode.

Reaping Opportunities - Beyond the Search has been 
intentionally put together to help churches, members 
and schools “reap what they sow.” The original Search 
series reached new heights of effectiveness when the host, 
Geoff Youlden, conducted “Search Dinners” in which 
viewers were invited to meet him personally.  Following 
the presentation and meal, he then invited them to attend 
Bible Prophecy Seminars conducted by local pastors and 
evangelists. 
With this in mind Beyond the Search has included 
evangelists in “Explore” who can then assist Geoff with 
these “Beyond Dinners” in their own regions. 

Because of the potential Beyond the Search has to reach so many people, the South Pacific 
Division’s Institute of Public Evangelism has begun to work with Conferences around the Division 
to help coordinate multiple evangelistic programs  that will follow the “Beyond Dinners.”  
This is indeed an exciting time with wonderful opportunities ahead for sharing Christ with our 
community.

An exciting new resource for sharing Christ was 
recently unveiled in Melbourne when Adventist 
Media Network  took our church pastors....

August 2011
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Five Youth Baptised in Warburton
WArBurToN SEVENTh-DAy ADVENTIST ChurCh

Walking into the church on 
Friday night the 15th of July, I 
was overwhelmed to see a church 
packed to the rafters with young 
people.  They had each braved the 
cold winter night to see five of their 
peers - up in front of friends, family 
and fellow believers - making a 
public commitment to God through 
baptism. 
Jason Pasco, Taylah Mitchell, Suzie 
Rudge, Ashlea Evans and Laura 
Evans each shared the story that had 
brought them to this stage in their 
faith journey.  Looking to the future, 
they recognized that this important 
step was just the first of many in 
their spiritual journey. 
To accompany them along this path, 
each of the five were given spiritual 
guardians to act as mentors and to 
be a spiritual influence in their lives.  
In the future these are the people 
they can turn to with questions, 
prayer requests and their everyday 
struggles.  
This reminded the audience that 
just because someone is baptized it 

doesn’t mean they need our prayers 
and support any less; they need 
them more than ever.  
We were also asked not to forget 
about those around us who are not 
yet baptised, that sometimes they 
just need to be asked if they want 

to make a public commitment. That 
question can come from any of us 
at any time; we don’t need to know 
exactly where they are in their walk 
with God.  All we have to do ask. 

Yonina Moffatt 

L
au

ra, T
ayLah, S

u
zie, C

arLie D
u

n
n

e, a
Sh

Lea, JaSo
n  w

iTh P
aSTo

rS e
D

g
ren 

an
D  a

raya-B
iSh

o
P aT eiTh

er en
D

OCTOBER 8-16
ADRA APPEAL

“Working with the girls at Asher 

Housing is both an amazing 

and fulfilling journey - just 

knowing they have a safe 

place to stay and a Christian 

environment where they can 

receive holistic care, support 

and rehabilitation. Thanks to 

our partner ADRA we are able 

to help more girls in 
need. “  

Janine 
Houston -    

Director of 
JEM

What Can You Do?  

Is World Poverty too big for any 

one person to make a difference?

Have a chat with your local 

ADRA leader, see what you can 

do during the ADRA APPEAL 

coming up in October...

                     ...start planning now!
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 August 2011 News from our Churches

Why wouldn’t you be baptised?
BurWooD ADVENTIST CoMMuNITy ChurCh

Church members recently welcomed Liam Koutros into membership upon his baptism.  

This was a proud moment for his 
mother, Janine, who had been 
unable to bring her young family to 
church for a number of years, due to 
chronic fatigue.  But her illness did 
not stop her from encouraging her 
children’s walk with Christ, and the 
family have been attending regularly 
again in recent months. 
 Pr Andrew Kapusi spoke of Liam’s 
enthusiasm and interest during 
their Bible studies together.  Ever 
inquisitive, Liam would have more 
questions than the pastor had time 
to answer each week.
Here is what Liam had to say during 
his testimonial.
“At first I wanted immortality and 
came to realise that the only way to 
do that was through Jesus.  
Over the years I got closer and closer 
to God by spending time with Him 
and began to understand about love.  
Eventually I understood that after 
the anger and suffering between 
people, they can eventually forgive 
and love each other in the long 
run.  Because God has forgiven us 
of our sins, we now can show others 
the same compassion that God 
has shown us.  For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life.  
The reason for my baptism is to 

show that I choose God and to show 
that I accept Jesus as my Saviour.  
Baptism is physical showing of the 
person’s choice to be reborn into a 
new life with God.
Why choose to be baptised?  Well, 
why wouldn’t you?  You have nothing 
to lose, but eternal life to gain.  And 
the beginning of the most fulfilling 
relationship you could ever hope to 
have.  
We can prove that God exists.  You 

just need to make that choice to find 
out and follow Him.”
Liam found the Creation/Evolution 
debate fascinating, and has prepared 
a brochure that touches on this 
as well as other topics close to his 
heart, such as evidence the Bible is 
true and why God allows evil to exist.  
With a strong love in his heart for 
his Lord, he is hoping to be able to 
distribute his brochure as his way of 
sharing his Saviour.

Be Baptised?  Definitely!
rINGWooD SEVENTh DAy ADVENTIST ChurCh

Thirteen year old Cyrus Edgren was baptised by his dad, David Edgren, at a special Friday night service at 
ringwood church in July.  

When asked, “Do you want to be 
baptised like Jesus and follow Him 

for the rest of your life?” Cyrus 
answered loudly, “Definitely!” 
He also said, “I want to be part 
of God’s church and be involved.  
That’s really important to me.” 
The audience enjoyed the evening as 
Cyrus was blessed with a poem from 
his sister, Rachael, and a special 
item from Emily Evans and Troy 
Roberts.  There was congregational 
singing and lots of stories about 
Cyrus growing up, told by his Dad.  
“It was a really great program,” 
Cyrus said, “the best ever!”
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Joining the Sisterhood of Churches
ThE oASIS

In 2008 a small group of believers had a passion to create a youth focused church group; one which would 
which would thrive on reaching out to their friends, partners, children, and larger community, one that, avoiding 
cultural barriers, would move forward in innovative, fresh and involving ways.
God has been generous in His 
blessings.  Now, after just three 
years, the membership has doubled 
to 50, with baptisms, declarations 
of faith and transfers, while on a 
regular basis up to 100 people meet 
to worship together each Sabbath 
at Nunawading Christian College 
Chapel.  The majority of those who 
attend the church are in their late 
teens and twenties, and many come 
from non-Adventist backgrounds.
“We do not believe this is 
coincidental” says Darius Ignasiak, 
leader of personal ministries and 
one of the elders. “The Oasis 
believes that barriers facing our 
Church include perceptions the 
community has of churches and 
the difficulty experienced when 
coming ‘to church’ for the first time 
attendee.  Meeting in a school hall 
dramatically reduces this fear.”
“The Oasis reaches out to its 
community in traditional ways, 
including door-door survey work 
through Oasis Share, home Bible 
study groups and Oasis Recipe 
Club,” says Head Elder, Nihal 
Samarasinghe, “but we also tap 
into more unconventional forms 
of reaching out, like Oasis Verse – 
our SMS based Bible memorization 
program, and a central presence 
on Facebook. We also believe that 
community involvement through 

ADRA has been a great positive 
influence on our church.”  The Oasis 
is active with ADRA in a number 
of areas, including working with 
disadvantaged youth in inner city 
commission flats, and recently have 
become involved with ADRA’s Youth 
Resilience program for families in 
need of positive role models. 
On August 13, The Oasis joined 
the Sisterhood of Seventh-day 
Adventist Churches in Victoria.  
The celebratory worship service 
was attended by Pr Chris Stanley 
(founding minister), Pr Peter Rollo 
(current minister) and Victorian 
Conference President, Pr Wayne 
Stanley. 
During the worship, many members 
and attendees commented on the 
blessing The Oasis has been for them 
and their families. “You are great 
people, I wish we had something 
like The Oasis at home” said 21 year 
old Damian, visiting from overseas. 

The church is very grateful to God 
for His blessings. Part of its mission 
includes starting a new church 
community every three years and 
they have great expectations, based 
on the miracles seen thus far.  Next 
year plans are underway for an 
innovative weekend series with Pr 
Grenville Kent, as well as other 
exciting concepts like The Oasis in 
the Park lined up.” 
The celebratory Worship closed with 
a sermon from Pr Wayne Stanley, 
who encouraged The Oasis to be 
guided by the New Testament model 
of a community based, Holy Spirit 
led Church. 

Giving Thanks
LILyDALE SDA ChurCh

In conjunction with the Australia wide National Day of Thanksgiving church members held a special service of 
thanksgiving at Lilydale, on May 28.
The church invited the Lilydale 
Country Fire Authority officers and 

fire fighters to a special thanksgiving 
service, to acknowledge their 

commitment and thank them for 
the time and energy they volunteer 
to keeping the community safe and 
to provide them with prayer and 
financial support.  
As the officers were interviewed 
church members appreciated again 
the significance of their roles and 
the personal cost of fire fighting.  
A plaque of appreciation from the 
church was presented during the 
service, and a special offering of 
support taken, totalling $2,290.  
The fire truck was a highlight for 
the children and a fellowship lunch 
enjoyed afterwards.  It was a high 
day for church members and the 
CFA alike.

Robyn Stanley

My Mother was My Matchmaker
AuBurN ChurCh

Marina Norman firmly agrees with William Cowper, who penned the words 
‘God moves in a mysterious way, his wonders to perform.’  She shares with us 
her story of how God prepared the way for her without her even realising it.
Marina reached a point last year 
where, suffering a physical condition 
resulting in weak legs, she was 
convinced she would never realise 
her dream of getting married.  She 
had been working at a primary 
school in Queensland but was no 
longer able to do so and was at 
a very low point.  She expressed 
her concerns to her mother, who 
surprised her with the suggestion 
“What about Ross?”
Ross was someone whom Marina 

had met while 
living in 
Melbourne 
several years 
earlier.  She was 
a violin teacher 
and he had a 
love for violins.  
A friendship 

developed as he came for lessons 
and shared with her the progress 
he was making crafting a copy of a 
Stradivarius violin with his own hands.
Marina’s parents had met Ross, in 
fact he had taken them to the airport 
on their way to Queensland, and her 
mother had been impressed with 
how thoughtful and caring he had 
been.  So she encouraged Marina to 
contact him again.
“I had only known Ross as my violin 
student, not daring to think any 
further even though I had a feeling 
he liked me,” Marina says.  “Ross 
is a very shy man when it comes to 
expressing his feelings, but when he 
saw an open door to my heart he 
was not shy any longer.”
With her parents support and a 
prayer for guidance in her heart, 
Marina boarded the plane, returning 

to Melbourne.  Five months later, on 
January 23, 2011, she and Ross were 
married with Pr Tony Campbell 
officiating.
Who would have thought back in 
2008 when Ross asked Marina if 
he were too old for violin lessons, 
where it would lead?  “The Lord says 
‘My thoughts are not your thoughts 
neither are my ways your ways’”(Isa 
55:8), and Marina thanks Him for 
His plan and His guidance in her 
life, and for how He used her mother 
as her matchmaker.

greg SzyTow, ChriS STanLey, PeTer roLLo, DariuS ignaSiak, PriSCiLLa DeShwaTrz, anDrew PLewa, 
nihaL SamaraSinghe, heLen meDrzyCki

Ferntree Gully church, under the banner 

of ADRA Ferntree Gully, has been 

operating a Crisis Care program for 

about 25 years and I, together with a 

team of enthusiastic volunteers, have 

been directly involved with clients for the 

past three years. 
It is very satisfying to be aware that 

this is the kind of work advocated and 

approved by the LORD in scripture.  The 

rewards do not, however, begin and 

end with divine acceptance.  By way of 

a bonus, people who volunteer to help 

others are more likely to live longer, less 

likely to fall ill and are generally happier.  

All this combined with appreciative 

comments from clients make the 

experience a really enjoyable pleasure.
Don Stanford

Centre Leader

 want to be involved?

ADRA APPEAL
   OCT 8-16
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Getting Out There
PLENTy VALLEy 

ADVENTIST ChurCh

Aware that PVAC is situated in one 
of the most multicultural suburbs 
of Melbourne, members are very 
conscious of the need to reach all 
language groups with the Gospel.  
On June 18, they held a brilliant 
International Night with nine 
different cuisines on offer.  92 people 
attended including fifteen people 
not associated with the church and 
many wore national dress.   
Various items of song and play were 
performed throughout the night, 
focusing on the various cultures 
represented.  Over $2 000 was 
raised for our adopted clinic in the 
Solomon Islands.  As mentioned in 
a previous issue of IntraVic, a team 
of health care professionals visited 
Heraniau earlier this year.  A follow 
up team will be leaving to provide 
more much needed healthcare and 
renovations at the end of August.  
This next trip will also have an 
evangelistic component so that the 
Gospel message can flourish in the 
area. 
Requests for similar work on nearby 
islands have already begun filtering 
back...  what has God started here?
In addition to this project, PVAC 
has commenced its local Adventist 
Community Centre program.  
Initially tutoring in Mathematics 
and Reading will be on offer, as well 
as a Prophecy seminar.
Being new to this, church members 
are starting small, as they have 
no idea what the community 
response will be.  3500 leaflets were 
distributed, so even if only a few 
people respond, they are certainly 
increasing their visibility to the 
community.

Their Northern Safari Camera 
Club has been operating for more 
than five years, forging friendships 
between the church members and 
the wider community.  Three non-
Adventists attend regularly, and 
all club members, being amateur 

photographers, enjoy sharing their 
mutual hobby and learning from 
each other.  Over the past four years 
at least one of our members has 
won a First Prize at the 
Whittlesea Show. 
The club specialises 
in ‘safari’s, seeking 
out interesting 
venues where their 
photographic skills 
can be focused, across 
the northern suburbs.  
These have included  
a cheese factory, 
a Sihk temple, a 
Dog Show, and the 
Turkish Women’s 
Recreation camp as 
well as impressive 
buildings or natural 
surroundings.  

They have a lot of 
fun, but there have 

been moments of intense witnessing 
as people connect with each other.       
The group currently has an 
exhibition of their work in the Mill 
Park Library.                        Allan Gray   

Accepting the Challenge
MoE ChurCh

The Sabbath School at Moe was 
challenged last quarter, when their 
superintendent suggested they collect 
as many 50c pieces as they could 
and bring them on 13th Sabbath.  All 
divisions from Kinder upward, were 
included in the challenge.
 The young children were so excited 
participating and we all praised God 
for the 602 pieces which, when laid 
one after the other up the aisles and 
around the back of the church – not 
once but twice – reached 19.4m!  
Together with notes collected,  the 
offering totalled $635.15 – their best 
ever 13th Sabbath offering. 

Doing it for the Liebrandt’s
GEELoNG ChurCh 

Geelong Church recently held a 
fundraising breakfast to raise money for 
their lay minister, Quinten Liebrandt.
The event was well attended by 
approximately 100 friends and 
family, who were treated to a gourmet 
three course breakfast of eggs, 
mushrooms, tomatoes, spinach, toast 
and pancakes accompanied by live 
performances from amazing singers 
and musicians, both from Geelong 
church and from surrounding areas.  
Gavin Chatalier and the Sparrows 
performed for us as well as Quinten’s 
own daughter, Stacey.
A message was recorded for Quinten 
and Elaine, telling them how much 
they were loved, missed and prayed for.  
There were many tears and heartfelt 

words of love spoken that day.
Cheri Peters was there as a special 
guest and she spoke, sharing fond 
memories of Quinten and the 
amazing work he does in ministry.
As a result of this breakfast just over 
$4000 dollars was raised to help 
with the mounting expenses that 
have piled up whilst under medical 
care in South Africa.
Church members have been blessed by 
Quinten and Elaine’s work in Geelong 
and felt that this was just something 
small they could give back. 
Quinten and Elaine have since arrived 
safely back home.  Please pray for his 
continued recovery, surrounded by his 
family and friends.

The need is still great, so if Quinten’s 
ministry has touched your life in 
some way or you feel impressed to 
give, donations can be made to: 

Bank: ANZ Branch: Mitcham
Account Name: Daniels Esther Amelia
Daniels Ronald Owen
ITF Liebrandt Quinten (in trust for)
BSB: 013-384 Account No: 2612-21936
Contact the Daniels on figforms@
bigpond.net.au for more information.

Cassie Egyed

Christ in the Old 
Testament

EAST PrAhrAN ChurCh

On Sabbath, 6th August, a brilliant and 
dynamic  exposition of the Messianic 
prophecies in Daniel was presented by 
Pastor Peter Roennfeldt.  
Ken Killoway conducted a lively 
Sabbath School on “Worship and Song 
and Praise,” while Romney King 
and Tonya Field provided delightful 
music and accompaniment. 
What another interesting day it will 
be on 3rd September, when  Aleta 
Bainbridge comes from Sydney 
to speak on Christ in the Old 
Testament.   She will be speaking 
from Leviticus both during the 
Sabbath School segment at 10am 
and the main service at 11am.
Pastor Garth Bainbridge said it was 
more his wife’s subject than his and 
he will be very happy to sit back and 
enjoy the service!
So you are all welcome.  Come, and  
enjoy the service and the fellowship 
lunch afterwards.  There will of 
course be a special programme for 
the children.

Mary Drost 
with Irene Simon  

ADRA is a means through which I satisfy a desire to help those less fortunate.  Sure the time commitment can sometimes cause a little stress, but you soon realise that the reward that comes from assisting in different projects being run by ADRA, far outweighs any reservations or concerns you had.  The blessings that have poured out on me have been innumerable and ADRA provides a way I can give back, pass the love on and show the heart of God to those in need. 
 Josh Wood  ADRA Regional Leader

 Western VictoriaOCTOBER 8-16
ADRA APPEAL
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English Class becomes a Multicultural Christian Community 
and Church
GEELoNG SDA ChurCh.

There have been some amazing changes take place in the Geelong region, with many ministries being blessed 
and flourishing thanks to the hard work and dedication of some of the very talented people we get to work with 
every week, and with whom God has so richly blessed us.
One of our ministries involve 
English Classes, organized & led by 
Keith Paulusse.  I recently had the 
pleasure of interviewing Keith and 
discussing the ways the Holy Spirit 
is leading in this area. 

Early in January 2010, during 
Operation Global Rain: 15 Days of 
Praying for Revival and Reformation, 
an amazing thing happened.

“I was praying with Nyanpal, a 
Sudanese sister who did not speak 
any English, and she prayed in Nuer, 
one of the major languages of South 
Sudan,” said Keith.  “I had not met 
her before.  I thought I heard her 
praying in English but she wasn’t.”  
But what Keith heard her praying 
for was an English teacher for the 
Sudanese Community in the Greater 
Geelong area. 

Keith was exactly the right person 
to hear that message, as during 
the past twelve months Geelong 
Adventist Centre School of 
Languages (based upon Gateway 
Adventist School of Languages) had 
been conducting English Ministry 
to international students attending 
Geelong Deakin University, and 
also to refugee communities such as 
Sudanese, Bosnian and Afghanistan 
communities as well as to native 
born Australians who wanted to 
improve literary skills in a safe 
environment.

Sister Nyanpal, it was later 
discovered, was the leading woman 
in the Sudanese community.  She 
was invited to join the Sudanese 
beginner’s class.  During one the 
lessons where Christmas celebration 
in Australia was being discussed, 
several the women announced in 
broken English they were “Seven 
Days” and did not celebrate 

Christmas.  This led to visitations 
by ministry teachers to nearly every 
Sudanese family in Geelong… to 
their  amazement they found 32 
families connected in some way to 
Adventism but with no connection 
to the church.   During these visits 
much was learnt about the South 
Sudanese culture, the experiences 
of people who spent most of their 
formative years in a UN Refugee 
camp and the genocide atrocities 
that had taken place in their country.

On Sabbath 7th of May 2011, 
89 Sudanese people including 
42 children came together from 
Geelong, Melbourne and Ballarat, to 
worship God in their own language 
and within their cultural norms.  
All that was said and done was 
translated into English and Nuer.  
Many dignitaries attended including 
the Sudanese Anglican, Lutheran 
and Presbyterian leaders, and were 
impressed and glorified God. 

The Sudanese Seventh-day Adventist 

Multicultural Community aims for 
total integration into the Australian 
Community.  They are joining Care 
Groups and Pathfinders as well as 
helping run Sunday market stalls 
where they can sell produce and 
hand crafts - an important part of 
their community.  A cooking and 
home economics class commenced 
in the first week of June, as well as 
an employment clinic on Friday, 
held at the church.  There are also 
plans for young Sudanese adults to 
be trained in care group ministry; 
already a young man, Bom (whose 
name translates to ‘Power of God’) 
who wants to serve God, is getting 
involved.  

Since that first program, up to 
30 people from the Sudanese 
community meet at the Geelong 
Central Adventist Church, with 
Sabbath School for all ages starting 
at 3pm and Divine Service at 4pm 
followed by closing Sabbath and a 
social get-together.          Cassie Egyed

Reaching Out to Others
BAyLES ADVENTIST ChurCh 

We recently had the privilege of 
fundraising for  FINKE ChurCh 
BEING BuILT By FAITh way 
over west in the Finke Desert. 
 Some of the young men of the 
Bayles Church have participated in 
the Finke Desert Motorbike Race, so 
when we heard of the plan to build a 

Church for our indigenous brothers 
and sisters of that area, we happily 
responded and were eager to  show 
our support.
A Family Fun Evening in the church 
hall was planned and we sold food 
and drinks and played indoor games.  
From that evening alone, our small 
group raised $1,300.
In August, Eric and Monique 
Johnson will be performing at 
the Filipino-Australian Church in 
Hutton Street, Dandenong at 7.00pm 
(August 27) and an offering will be 
lifted for this project – so if you are 
free, please come.  
Pastor Steve Piez can be contacted at 
the Union Office if you would like more 
information about the Finke project.
In addition to the Finke project, 
one of our members, Mrs Pam 

Wiwsyk, felt impressed to make 
quilts for the flood victims in 
the Lockyer Valley region of 
Queensland.
   Pam has been helped by ladies 
from our church craft group, and 
also by ladies from the tiny township 
of Bayles.   We recently sent 34 
quilts to the distribution centre 
under ADRA’s care in that area of 
Queensland. 

Rosalie Bennetts
karen o’neiL ChaTS wiTh Darren BeveriDge 
& hiS girLS aT The Fun evening

Pam wiwSyk anD The quiLTS

Building a Future
NorThPoINT ChurCh

An article appeared in the hume Leader recently, on an exciting new 
project Northpoint Church members are involved in.  Partnering with 
Tullamarine rotary Club, Tullamarine Community house and Victorian 
university, they will be providing a mentoring program where young 
people can study further and learn trades.  Pr Loren Pratt tells us how this 
came about.
About 16 months ago, members of 
Northpoint Church, the Rotary Club 
and Community House established a 
Mens’ Shed.  At one of the planning 
meetings, Geoff Porter, then the 
Hume City mayor, turned to me and 
said “You have a big building - what 
is the possibility of the Mens’ Shed 
operating out of part of it?”
We agreed, so the Mens’ Shed moved 
its practical activities to Northpoint 
Church.  Each Wednesday, the men 
meet for woodworking activities and 
on the first Monday evening of the 
month, there is a games night, where 
they can just drop in for a bit of 
fun and a chat.  The games include 
table tennis, darts, carpet bowls as 
well as various board games, however 
what usually ends up being the major 

activity of each night is a lot catching 
up!  To complement the evening there 
are always snacks and a BBQ.
Now the Victoria University has 
joined forces with us, helping to 
outfit the Mens’ Shed and will 
run certificate courses in various 
woodwork skill areas for young (and 
not so young people) who would like 
to increase their knowledge and skill 
in working with wood. 
This is an exciting venture as one of 
Northpoint Church’s goals is to forge 
a bond with its local community so 
that it can have an impact, serving 
the community in a meaningful way. 
If people make friends with us as 
Seventh-day Adventist Christians 
and do life with us, then they 
can’t help but see the meaningful 

relationship we have with our 
mighty Saviour, and then He can 
reach out to them too.  My passion 
is to see Northpoint Church be so 
meaningful to the community, that 
if for some reason it ceased to exist, 
the community around it would 
notice, and really miss it.
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Longevity for Life!
Most people can argue the health benefits of bananas, yet few people are as confident to cite a connection between community and 
longevity.

Our narrow focus on calories and 
cardio has pushed aspects such as 
community and happiness to the 
periphery of healthy habits.  Recent 
studies on longevity have yielded 
interesting results - most notably the 
fact that longer lives are found more 
frequently in strong communities. 
In 2005, National Geographic’s 
article “Secrets of Longevity” 
viewed lifelong health through a 
wider aperture than conventional 
studies.  Based on findings by 
American explorer Dan Beuttner, 
the results indicated those who 
lived longest lacked adequate 
similarities in their diets, exercise 
or environment to explain their 
lengthy lives.  Okinawans, a group 
of long-living people residing on a 
small island in Japan, had distinct 
cultural differences in comparison 
to the similarly aged Seventh-
day Adventists of Loma Linda in 
California,  or the islanders of 
Sardinia in the salty Mediterranean. 
Beuttner noted that the Sardinian 

diet, rich in pasta, olive oil and 
vegetables differed greatly from the 
rice-based diet of the Okinawans 
or the vegetarian, alcohol-free diet 
of the Californian Seventh-day 
Adventists. 
This article, alongside new findings 
from the long-running Framingham 
Heart Study, suggested one 
outstanding commonality may 
contribute greatly to these long life 
expectancies: strong community.  
The Framingham study revealed 
the infectious nature of happiness, 
the satisfaction of self-identity 
and how it grows within clusters 

of people connected spiritually or 
socially.  The spread of happiness 
and support within communities 
results in decreased risks of heart 
disease, mental illness and a greater 
life expectancy. 
If food and exercise are the 
foundations to which health is 
built, then community is the home 
in which health resides.  The 
architecture may vary between each 
culture, but the home cultivates a 
happy environment where support 
and identity may be key features to 
living not only a longer, but a more 
fulfilling life. 

       Health...
          Mind & Body  

Brought to you by

Spare a thought for the health and wellbeing of others   ADRA APPEAL coming your way soon...
         ...look out for brochures at your local church in the coming weeks.   OCTOBER 8-16

Papua New Guinea Training
hEALTh MINISTrIES
Sibilla Johnson, health Ministries Director, recently had the privilege of working with Dr Chester Kuma as they conducted a health 
Ministry training course for church members in Papua New Guinea during the month of June.  In this article, Sibilla reports on her 
time there.

I spent the first week in Port 
Moresby and had a great time 
with the people who came in from 
surrounding districts for 40 hours of 
face to face training.  
We had pastors, including the 
President of the Conference, some 
nurses and a few health professionals 
while the remainder were people 
who wanted to be involved in Health 
Ministry.  We were very impressed 
with the Mission President’s desire 
for his people to be educated in 
food nutrition and the benefits of a 
healthy lifestyle, and to use Health 
Ministry to benefit his church 
members as well as to open the 
doors to truth within the villages.  
The church we used for the training 
program in Port Moresby was 
Hohola, where almost 1000 people 
worship every week!
 We spent a lovely Sabbath at Pacific 
Adventist University and had lunch 
in the home of one of the teachers, a 
Solomon Islander.  The other guests 

were Solomon Islanders currently 
working at PAU, and Dr Lester 
Ross, the Minister for Health for 
the Solomon Island Government, 
who was in PNG for government 
meetings.  It was wonderful to hear 
of the opportunities that may come 
our way in health ministry through 
his influence.  He told us how more 
people are dying from lifestyle 
related disease than communicable 
disease, which has a very high rate 
in itself.   The Solomon Islands 
Government is looking for ways to 
educate their communities with a 
better way of eating and living.

Our second week was spent in Lae 
with another lovely group of people.  
This training group asked for some 
cooking demonstrations, so we went 
to the local Supermarket and were 
able to find most things needed.  
Except for nuts - so we asked a the 
shop assistant if they sold nuts, like 
almonds.   After quite some time, 
she returned announcing “Yes, they 

did have almonds,” handing over 
Almond Chocolate... not quite what 
I needed!
Again there were pastors, a 
local Mission President and 
health workers, as well as some 
governmental health workers.   
Having a representation of church 
ministers is good news, as we 
need to get our pastors on-board 
to support the ‘Health Promoting 
Churches’ initiative being developed 
by the South Pacific Division.  
These attendees, who again travelled 
in from the surrounding regions 
and islands, were very committed 
and will do a great work in Health 
Ministry for their local churches and 
their communities.  
In total we had 32 men and 34 
ladies complete the training course 
and we encourage them to apply 
the information for themselves and 
then share it with God’s love in their 
churches and villages. 
With my family, I lived in Lae more 
than 30 years ago.  It surely is a very 
different place now.   The house we 
lived in is still standing.  It is within 
the Union Compound which has high 
metal security fences with rolled wire 
on top surrounding the property and 
two guard houses.   I could not go 
outside the fence - not even to go into 
the supermarket - without someone 
with me.
The roads are very bad indeed.  I was 
told that Lae is called ‘pothole city’, 
actually I have never seen anything 
like this before; huge holes, almost 
joining each other -  so big the buses 
and trucks can hardly manage, but 
they hobble along.  Workers are in the 
process of making repairs but have 
a long way to go.  Part of the city is 
closed and you can’t even drive there.  
 

It certainly is a privilege to belong to the family of God and to be able to travel in my work, I find new brothers and sisters 
wherever I go.  Please pray for these dedicated people as they continue to share the health message in their home churches 
and communities.

Sibilla Johnson

istockphoto
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New ADRA brochure 

in churches soon

Highlighting what ADRA is 

doing within Victoria & how 

you can be involved

ADRA APPEAL
October 8-16

WHAT WILL YOU DO?
Have you ever tried to live off $70 a week?
Our last electricity bill was an astonishing.  I couldn’t 
believe the bill when it read $600!  We managed to pay it, 
but afterwards I looked at the savings account to discover 
we only had $70 left.  
I gasped in disbelief and said to my husband, “So this is 
what it feels like to be in crisis!” 
Our crisis lasted for one week, so I skimped on groceries, 
didn’t use the car as much on the weekend, got the 
cheapest nappies… then paid for it when they leaked in 
our son’s bed!  But just imagine if this lasted longer than a 
week - maybe even a month or a year? 
I see and hear of these situations daily.  It can take just 
one event to put a family or individual in crisis – loss of 
employment, divorce, accident, disability, natural disaster, 
alcohol and abuse.
In 2011, Whittlesea Community Connections (WCC), the 
central coordinating body for emergency relief in the City 
of Whittlesea, released a report on the pressures facing 
local families.
The key findings of the report included:
  • Utilities, accommodation and food continue to be the 
leading reason why people seek emergency relief - with 
particular,regard to utility bills, there was a significant 
increase from 59% of respondents in 2006 to 77% in 2010.
Note that the number of respondents residing in rooming 
houses has risen by 50% since the last survey in 2006
  • A significant proportion of respondents were in housing 
stress with 43% paying more than 50% of their income on 
housing and 13% paying more than 75%.
  • Furthermore, the proportion of respondents with 
housing costs exceeding $300 per week had increased 
from 9-19% between 2002- 2010.
  • Alcohol consumption has jumped more than 10% 
as the number one drug of choice.  Cannabis use has 
increased by 20% and heroin by 4% since 2002.
  • Around 17% of those surveyed had also encountered 
family violence in the last 12 months, with more than 
50% of those being physically abused. 

All these key findings illustrate that “modern poverty” is 
increasing, even in a rich country like Australia.  While 
poverty in developing countries is core to ADRA’s work, 
we also recognise the need to help individuals experiencing 
crisis in our own communities.  Since 2008, ADRA’s work 
in Victoria has seen significant growth; over the last three 
years the number of ADRA projects helping individuals 
and families in crisis has doubled from seven to fourteen.  
Our sincere thanks goes to the very dedicated volunteers 
who help run these projects every year. 
We also want to make a special mention to the hard work 
of the ADRA Op Shops, which exist to support these 

Run Melbourne
Rebecca  Auriant  and Donna  Pascoe  ran 5kms in the 
annual “Run Melbourne” event, and members from 
Gateway, Dandenong Polish and Oasis churches ran in the 
10km section.  Why did they torture themselves in this 
way?  It was for ADRA’s Women’s Refuges in Australia 
and “Keep Girls Safe” in Thailand.  
Overall $3040 was raised.  And what is more, they plan to 
participate in this event each year in support of Women’s 
Ministries and ADRA’s ‘End it Now” campaign – a 
standing call for the end of violence against women and 
girls in Australia and beyond.  
By providing medium-term accommodation as well as 
material and emotional support, ADRA’s women’s refuges 

are restoring dignity, security and hope to the lives of 
women and children who need them most.
In Thailand, girls as young as 10 are stolen for the sex 
trade.  Made vulnerable by their poverty, they become 
victims of those they trust most.  ADRA is working 
in poor communities with at-risk girls, reducing their 
vulnerability by providing educational assistance as well 
as a shelter to protect those most at risk.
As you shake those tins during ADRA’s appeal you can be 
assured that your support really does make a difference!  

To find out more visit www.adra.org.au, connect at 
www.facebook.com/ADRAAustralia or call 1800 242 372.

projects and those in crisis, 
poverty and disadvantage.

The new ADRA in Victoria brochure outlines the impact 
ADRA is making in your local community, with Women’s 
Refuges, Counselling Centres, Youth Resiliency Projects 
and Crisis Centres. 
Furthermore, with the ADRA Appeal approaching, we 
hope that this brochure will give you the inspiration to 
raise funds to support these projects.
‘What does the Lord require of you? To act justly, to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.’ Micah 6:8

Rebecca Auriant
Director of ADRA Services
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News from Henderson 
College
College PitChes in for 
CuPCake Crusaders
College teacher, Brenda Lambert, 
and her friend Robyn Mulligan, 
took to the road in early August, 
dressed as cupcakes - even their car 
had a cupcake on the roof - to raise 
awareness of special needs children.  
They joined about 200 people who 
take part in this yearly event – The 
Variety Bash – which this year 
involved driving from Sydney to 
Broome in fancy dress.
Applicants needed to raise over 
$8000 to participate, so the college 
pitched in.  Mums got on board and 
made cupcakes, and the students 
dressed in pink and green, raising 
just over $500.
Picture – Brenda with Sam and 
Imogen doing their bit to raise 
money.

the Big Question
In May, while spending the day as 
a guest Bible teacher for the year 
seven class, Pr Dave Edgren had 
some unexpected visitors.
The local paper, The Sunraysia Daily, 
sent a reporter and photographer to 
document the visit of “a storyteller” 
to their town.  The reporter offered 
to come back when he’d finished 
teaching but he asked her if she 
would be willing to interview him 
in front of the class and she agreed. 
 “You tell Bible stories and write 
Bible storybooks for kids,” she said.  
“Why?  Why storytelling instead of 
preaching?”  Then she turned the 
questions to the students, “Hey Kids, 
how many of you enjoy reading the 

Bible?  Why?  Do 
you believe the 
Bible is true?  
Why?”
A group photo 
followed the 
discussion and 
then Pr Dave and 
the newspaper ladies left the class.  
A few steps out of the classroom, the 
reporter stopped and said, “Can I 
ask you one more question?”
This is it, he thought.  The big 
question she didn’t want to ask it in 
front of the kids! 
“You really want people to read 
the Bible, don’t you?”  He nodded.  
“Well…”  She searched for the right 
words.  “Most of our readers don’t 
believe in God, so they don’t believe 
the Bible is important.  What would 
you say to someone… well, someone 
like me – who doesn’t believe the 
Bible is true?”
You know that feeling you get after 
a conversation, when the perfect 
answer hits to you, but it is too late?  
Pr Dave says he get that all the time!  
But not this day;  this day, the words 
came easily and with passion – as 
if they had been prepared ahead of 
time!
“I would say, ‘Give the Bible a 
chance,’” he answered, looking 
straight into her eyes.  “Just read it 
and let the story speak to you.”
“Oh, I like that,” she said as she 
wrote in her note pad.  Let-the-
story-speak-to-you.
“Start with Mark,” Pr Dave 
suggested.  “Just read it for the story.  
Don’t worry about if it is true, just 
look for the truth in it.”
She jotted rapidly, truth-not-true.  
“...I like that... What do you mean?”
“People read books that aren’t true 
all the time,” He answered.  “Being 
true is not the issue.  Consider 
Spiderman.  None of us believe a 
teenage boy, bitten by a spider, can 
shoot webs out of his wrists and 
swing from building to building.  
But we can leave the movie thinking, 

‘With great power comes great 
responsibility.’  That’s truth.  We 
can learn truth from stories – true 
or not.”  She nodded and made more 
notes.  “The Bible is filled with great 
truths.  ‘Do to others what you want 
them to do to you.’  That’s a great 
truth found in the Bible.  The golden 
rule permeates nearly every religion 
on the planet.  ‘Greater love has no 
one than this – that he die for his 
friends.’  That’s another great truth. 
“I believe the Bible is true, and so 
the stories have even more meaning 
for me.  But you can find great truth 
in the Bible as a book of wisdom.  
Just give it a chance.  Read it!”
Pr Dave spoke with the principal, 
Sandra Ferry, later and they were 
both overwhelmed by what had 
happened.  She told him that the 
children who had spoken up for 
their faith in the Yr 7 class were all 
from non-Christian families.  They 
had learned about God and the Bible 
at Henderson College.  Their school 
was the centre of their faith and they 
had boldly said, “Yes, we believe!”

Congratulations
The primary choir placed 1st (lower) 
and 2nd (upper) in local Eisteddfod 
and Paige Lang won 1st place in the 
musical solo for the 10yrs & Under 
category.
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Convening at Phillip Island
WoMEN’S MINISTrIES

The recent Women’s Ministries Conference was the most successful one yet, with over 
500 women (and some brave men) gathering from around Victoria, to worship and 
fellowship in the beautiful surrounds of Phillip Island Adventure resort.

Many people were involved in the 
realisation of this event, volunteering 
their time and equipment to make it 
such a success.  As usually occurs, 
offerings are raised to support various 
causes, and this year the women 
generously gave nearly $7,000.
Cheri Peters was the main presenter, 
and led the women step by step 
through the process of overcoming 
bitterness, anger and pain, to the 
point of forgiveness.
“This year a significant percentage of 

the attendees were under 40, many 
were mothers with their babies, 
and this has given me the idea that 
somehow as a Church we have to 
pay more attention to meeting their 
needs,” says Women’s Ministries 
Coordinator, Danijela Trajkov.
Some of the feedback from those present 
included: “I can’t believe I haven’t been 
to one of these before!  From now on I 
know what to do...”; “This conference 
has changed my life forever.  I have 
learnt how to forgive and I am free 

now”; 
and “This is gives me a taste of 
Heaven, I can’t wait until next year 
to come again.  I made so many new 
friends...”

Danijela Trajkov

I love helping people!  And when Plenty Valley Adventist Church set up a Crisis Relief Project to deliver food hampers to families in need in our community, I jumped on board.  Having travelled a bit and seen so many people with nothing, it was great to be able to come back home and assist people in my country!  God has given me so much in my life, and I thank Him for giving me the willingness, time and energy to share His love with others.  Jesus first met people’s physical needs - and that’s                                               what we are doing in our ADRA                                                                project. 
Donna Pascoe ADRA Regional Leader 
Central Metro

OCTOBER 8-16 ADRA APPEAL
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Twenty Eight Stories

The Little Maid

With
 Pastor Dave

The northern riders, darkly robed, would come at dusk… when they came.  

With no warning, they would gallop gracefully through town, grabbing any child within reach.  As quickly as the torrent of riders rushed in 
one end of town, they would f low out the other, followed only by tears of mothers and shaking fists of fathers.

They always came when they needed more, but no one could predict when that would be, except perhaps the riders themselves.  So the 
townspeople waited each day with the fear that that would be the day the riders would return. 

She had been one of those children – taken while playing in the street.  Screaming for her parents as she was dragged onto a horse and out 
of town.  Now she served as the personal slave of the commander’s wife.  The commander who led the raiding parties.  The commander who 
planned the attacks on her parents and her people.  The commander whom she had every right to hate.

Yet she resolved to do her best to serve.  She wanted to please her mistress, to follow instructions and to love her new family. 

Yes, love.

It was the way of her people; the people of the one true God.  

The maid had been given no choice about leaving her home, but she did have the choice of whether or not to leave her God.  Somewhere 
along the dusty road she was made to trudge with the other stolen children, or perhaps while lying on her pallet one dark lonely night in her 
new home, silent tears rolling down her cheeks, she made her choice.  She chose to hold onto her God by living the way He required.  By 
serving willingly and loving generously.

We are not told much about her, not even her name.  But her master is well known.  He was the leader of the armies of Aram, however he 
too, may have remained unnamed had he not encountered the love of this young slave girl.  Because of her he became a part of the story of 

the Israelites, told from generation to generation, as a blazing testimony of the power and love of her God.

Found in the second book of Kings, this is a story of many amazing things.  What is the first thing you think of 
when you hear the name Naaman?  Probably the miraculous healing of his leprosy.  But there is much more to this 
brief story.  Has anyone ever pointed out to you how courageous the maid was, to even make a suggestion to her 
mistress about seeking her God?  Or the dangers of pride - of how Naaman at first refused to wash in a dirty river 
because rivers back home were much nicer, and so nearly missed out on his miracle?  Then of course there is the 
danger of lying – how Elisha’s servant tried to lie to the prophet and ended up sick himself.  And the folly of having 
no faith when the King of Israel got all upset thinking it was a trick, rather than thinking of God’s prophet.

But did you know that this story reveals the very character of God?

Having lived in the house of Naaman for some time, the maid clearly knew of his military genius and that he 
was a dangerous enemy to her people.  She knew his king held him in high regard.  But unbeknown to him, 

so did her God.

So instead of rejoicing in his social fall when he contracted the fearful disease, and looking forward 
to his discomfort and death, she said to her mistress “If only my master would see the prophet 

who is in Samaria!  He would cure him of his leprosy.”(2 Kings 5:3)

And now the maid is standing on a hill side with her mistress, watching the dust cloud 
raised as galloping horses approach.  They have done this before – mistress and slave.  
But then, the mistress was calm, glad her husband was home again, and the maid was 

somewhat anxious for the stolen children inevitably following later.

This time it is the mistress who is anxiously awaiting the outcome of the trip to Israel, and the 
maid who is calmly confident that her Israelite God loves everyone, even the enemies of her people, 

and that He would answer their prayers if they would come to Him – no matter who they are.

And so they wait.  

Reining in, Naaman jumps from the back of his steed, throws the reins to one of his men and runs up to 
his wife, laughing with joy.  “He did it!  There is no God in all the world but the Israelite God!” he cries, 
not caring who hears.  “He healed me and is now my God!”  Turning to the maid, he and his wife include 
her in their embrace.  Because of her, the way she lived and loved, they have come to realise how very Written by David Edgren - Pastor, Author and Director of Sabbath Schools and Children’s Ministries, 28 Stories is designed to strengthen Adventist faith as they 

explore the 28 Fundamentals of our beliefs.
For a study guide for all ages, taking you deeper, visit  vic.adventist.org.au and click on the 28 Stories tab.

In the puzzle on the right, Little Maid has to 
take food to her mistress, but has lost her way 
in the house.  Help her find the way out.

In the word search, look for words in all 
directions, see which words fit and find out 
what Naaman said to Elisha.

Naaman said to E lisha...

___ I ____ ____ _____ is __ ___ in 
___  the  _____ ______ in ______ 
___ I ____ _____ _____ ____ _____ _________ and __________ to ___ _____ ___ ___ the  

____.

involved the true God is in their life.

Thousands of years later, Jesus would say, “Love your enemies!  Pray for those who persecute you!” 
(Matthew 5:44).  Where would Naaman have ended up, had this little slave girl not done just that?  
She used the talents her God had given her, did the best she could with what she had, and was 
not afraid to talk of her God.  And God did the rest.

Have you ever been forced to help someone you didn’t like or been asked to 
do something that you just didn’t think you could do?   What helped you 
make it work? 
God helps us become what He needs us to be, by giving us special 
talents and gifts; by making who we are suit what He wants us to 
do.  We each have a special part in His plan for this world, in His 
plan for bringing as many as will come, into His future kingdom.  
What can you do?
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News from Nunawading Christian College
offiCially oPen
On July 1 @ 2.20 pm, Hon Mike 
Symon MP member for Deakin 
officially opened the new NCC 
Multipurpose Centre which was 
funded by the Federal Government’s 
Building the Education Revolution 
grant of $2 000 000 provided to the 
primary school.  
The facility is an outstanding 
asset that serves the primary and 
secondary schools arts and physical 
education program as well as our 
local community needs.

solared uP
The secondary college received a 
Solar Grant of $50 000 from the 
government to install solar panels 
on top of the new multipurpose 
hall and this took place during the 
mid-year break.  The panels will 
generate power even on cloudy days, 
significantly reducing the school’s 
power bills, and students will be 
able to monitor the power generation 
through a special website.  

Boot CamP 
A highlight on the primary school 
calendar is the “Festival of Faith” 
program.  This is a special program 
that assists students to encounter 
God, as revealed in the Bible in a 
fun, interesting and motivating way. 
This year our Festival of Faith theme 
was “Boot Camp… Armour Up.” 
Taken straight out of the Bible, 
the armour, found in Ephesians 

6, comprises of a belt, sword, 
breastplate, shield and footwear.  
The children were told how each 
piece of the armour has special 
significance in a Christian’s warfare 
against Satan.  The guest speaker 
was Jayneen, a gap year student 
from Gilson College.

away
The college’s senior students have 
just presented the Performing Arts 
inaugural play, Away, set in the post-
Vietnam war era. They wowed their 
audience with late 50’s costumes 
and hair styles as they portrayed a 
snapshot of the lives of three families 
during their Christmas holidays.
This was a wonderful way for the 
school and parent bodies to work 
together, providing costumes, stage 
props and directing the play, and just 
one of the many exciting ways the new 
multipurpose building will be used.

the sPorts oval
After years of planning, work has 
commenced on the college’s new full-
size athletics oval. While construction 
fencing has been in place some time, 
the heavy machinery has at last arrived 
and students are beginning to see some 
action.  Though saddened to see trees 
being chopped down, the final plan 
includes a replanting program in which 
students may be invited to participate.
The enhanced facility will be a 
great asset to the College, providing 
students with new possibilities.

VICyouTh

When you take a group of teens and young people away for a week, working in the community to help others, you sure cook up a 
storm!
During the mid year holidays, several churches did just this.  Service To others really Matters was their motto, and serve they did.  
however no one can really go on one of these STorMCo trips and not come home changed.  Because what ever they do, whether it be 
visiting in a nursing home or digging someone’s garden, they are clearly identified as a group of young Christians.  That in itself, makes 
a difference, not to mention the fact that they are helping others 
and making an impact on their lives.
So next time you hear of a STorMCo brewing, encourage the 
young people around you to move from their comfort zone and 
give it a go!

Western Melbourne ran its first StormCo in Ararat during 
the recent holidays.  The team, mostly from Gilson College, 
had an awesome time running a kids club, painting the 
skate park, meeting and greeting people in the street, and 
painting over graffiti in two underpasses. 
A highlight was Operation Freddo, where they awarded 
anyone they met with a Freddo Frog, shook their hand and 
thanked them for their involvement in making Ararat a 
great place. 
But by far the best loved part of STORMCo was the two hourly 
worship slot each evening.  Even though some of the team hadn’t 
made a decision for Jesus yet, they adored the worship time. 
The week finished with an agape feast, foot washing, and the 
communion, with a time of forgiveness and commitment at 
the end.  Everyone is eager to return in 2012.

Brian Boyland

Lilydale Church’s team went to Swan Hill - a trip done 
many times before only this time there was a different feel 
to the atmosphere.  Maybe it was the spirit of the crew, or 
the enthusiasm they displayed, but one thing was certain - 
there was had an exciting week ahead of them.
The theme for their Kidz Club was pirates, the bible 
message was ‘We are God’s Treasure’ and bandanas were 
used as the name tags for the kids, helping them feel 
more part of the program than ever before, while pirates 
hats for the team added to the atmosphere.
The afternoons were filled with community service 
activities.  The first day entailed a free car wash at 
the local shopping centre, allowing the community to 
know they were in town and giving an opportunity to 
hand out Kidz Club flyers.  The team got right into the 
fun of soap suds and muddy cars, as anyone would, 
and hammered through over 20 cars in just an hour’s 
work.  The enthusiasm to wash cars was not restricted to 
grocery shoppers’ cars, but extended to police cars that 
drove by!  This resulted in the next day’s service project 
- working on one of the local hero’s farms while another 
team went to the hospital dressed as clowns and visited 
with patients. 
The third day of service was the biggest of them all, with 
a full afternoon of ‘blitzing’ the backyard for a family the 
local community worker told us about.  The extremities 
of this job were not apparent until the team arrived and 
was faced with a massive pile of beer bottles, rubbish and 
unattended lawn.  The task appeared insurmountable, 
but they conquered it.
The week ended Friday night with an agape feast and 
everyone relaxed and looked at all they had achieved.  
Even though it may have only been a week for them, it’ll 
be remembered for a lifetime by many.           Julia Sherar

This was Nunawading Church’s 
11th year visiting the Camperdown 
community.  Here is what some of the 
‘STORMCo’ers had to say:
It is amazing how tired yet pumped 
and energised you find yourself at the 
end of the week. I think it’s incredible 
how God does something remarkable 
when people humble themselves and 
unite for a purpose like this.  It has 
been awesome.  I saw God at work 
again on STORMCo in a real and 
powerful way - glory to HIM! 

Carlie Dunne
STORMCo is still an eye opening 
experience for me.  Watching the kids 
light up as they sing and dance to a 
simple tune while praising God makes 
this one week SO worth it... God is 
truly working in these kids lives and 
I’m so glad I get to be apart of it.                                     
                                         Haylee Fairall
It was my first time and I only knew 
two people, however I have never 
felt more welcome and at home in 
that one week with a hand full of 
strangers!  I can never explain 100% 
how amazing STORMCo was but I 
will cherish it forever. 

Rebecca Brown
Sometimes I think STORMCo 
benefits me more than the community 
we are serving!  It is a privilege to 
take part in a program where I can 
give to people, even in a small way, 
like weeding a garden or being a 
friend at kids club.  The togetherness 
of our team is real, we all bond closer 
during the week and affirm each 
other . It’s enough to keep you going 
on days you’re feeling down or tired.  
I wouldn’t miss a STORMCo for the 
world!                              Dayna Petrie 
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Volunteering for ADRA has been a blessing.  Just 

knowing that something is being done to mend and 

restore lives brings me joy and reminds me that Jesus 

cares.  The willingness and commitment of 

Adventist church leaders has also 

been encouraging to me.  I am very 

thankful for the opportunity to play 

a small part in Melbourne. 
Matt Tiscia

ADRA Regional Leader

 South East Metro

munity dinner established to provide not only a home-cooked meal to those in need, but more importantly a listening ear.  Building caring and loving relationships is one step in reducing marginalisation and supporting guests to feel genuinely accepted and part of the community. We thank all our volunteers and ADRA for their support” 
Julie Judd  Vive Cafe Coordinator

Identify 2011
youTh DEPArTMENT

This conference saw sixty youth and church members meet to 
discuss the importance of Jesus as the centre of our existence: as 
individual followers and as a body within the context of Seventh-
day Adventism.  It was a conference that purposed to refocus 
and reinspire the building of God’s Kingdom within our current context.  
A year ago I had the opportunity to 
visit Battle Creek with some of the 
youth directors from around our 
Union Conference.  I was challenged 
and inspired by the passion of 
our pioneers.  In some way, I 

expected part of what we saw and 
experienced, but one particular area 
that I not thought existed as part of 
our history, was what stood out the 
most and impacted me deeply.  
I was confronted with the issue of 
Identity!  Who we are as a people 

and what we are about.  I saw people 
so connected with God’s heart, they 
were willing to put their own lives 
on the line to bring about freedom, 
not just in the spiritual sense but also 
the physical.  In one of America’s 
painful and difficult periods, our 
pioneers were part of the liberation 
movement, where they helped to 
bring freedom to black slaves, even 
working underground to bring this 
about.  This act I believe was not 
just because they knew it was the 
right thing to do, but because they 
knew WHO they were about, and 
had a glimpse into His heart!   
It’s easy for us to keep going with 
what we’re doing and getting caught 
up in tasks just because it’s what 
we’ve been doing for generations, but 
do we sometimes forget the reason 
why?  Does our identity becomes 
somewhat distorted?  
So IDENTIFY came about; an 
opportunity for us to stop, to revisit 
our reason for being and doing…  
JESUS!   And as the title suggests, 
‘Identify’ with Him ONLY…  The 
rest follows!
The second part of the conference 
was on identifying with Jesus in the 
context of Seventh-day Adventism; 
taking a look at our history, at the 
passion and commitment that God 
placed on our pioneers.
Nathan Brown and Grenville Kent 
were our speakers at the youth 
rallies on Friday and Saturday 

evenings, and 
together with John Skrzypaszek, 
they presented during the rest of the 
conference.
Our aim was that by the end of the 
weekend together, we could walk 
away with Jesus in the centre!  That 
He would become ALL that we 
are about; nothing more nothing 
less.  We hoped that through this 
identification we would get a glimpse 
into God’s heart, see where He is at 
work and pray we would be where 
He is.

One of the highlights of the weekend 
was the launch of a book based 
on that same hope and a copy of I 
Hope, authored by Nathan Brown, 
was given to each of the delegates.
Now we look forward to what else 
God has in store as we strive to 
move with Him! 

Pr Moe Ioane Stiles
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News from Lilydale Adventist Academy
Recently Year 9 students and their 
parents attended the LAA Mobile 
Technologies Information Session 
and received their iPads.  This event 
is an exciting start to an initiative 
that has been in preparation for 
the past 18 months.  In 2009, LAA 
successfully applied for funding from 
the Commonwealth Government’s 
Digital Education Revolution (DER) 
for an initial $66,000 to be used 
toward ICT infrastructure.  Since 
then, full wireless connectivity 
has been installed throughout the 
school and hardware and software 
upgraded.  The first instalment of 
the funds has recently been received 
to purchase 40 macBooks and 40 
iPads to move our computer-to-
student ratio to 1:1 from Years 9 to 

12.  
For the remainder of the year, Year 
9 students will be learning about 
the new technologies together with 
their teachers, but will not take 
their equipment home yet.  This 
year will be a learning year for both 
students and staff, in preparation 
for a proposed full laptop program 
commencing in 2012 when all 
students will have access to their 
own mobile device. 
Principal Ben Thomas is very excited 
about the new mobile technology 
initiative.  “We have been working 
hard investigating innovative ways 
to enhance teaching and learning 
at the Academy.  Our ICT team has 
visited many schools and consulted 
widely to gain good insights from 

existing models where students have 
their own mobile devices.  Teachers 
are increasingly embracing the new 
technology and, with the support of 
in-school training, are developing 
good skills and interest in preparation 
for the 1:1 role out in 2012.”

News from Gilson College
Learning of an oLd Life
Year 5 students along, with their 
teachers and a number of parents, 
were very excited to stay at Sovereign 
Hill in Ballarat during June.
While there, students had the 
wonderful opportunity to dress up 
and attend the Red Hill National 
School and the St Peters Denomination 
School.  These schools operate just 
like schools would have during the 
1850’s, giving the students a unique 
insight into what it was like to attend 
school during gold rush times. 
Students also explored the 
underground tunnels of a gold mine, 
watched a real gold bar being made, 
walked through a gold mining camp 
and saw a demonstration of how 
hard boiled lollies are made.  
They visited stores, such as a bank, 
bakery, 

clothing store and printers, set up 
just as they were in the olden days.  
Students were able to play old time 
games like shuttlecock, marbles and 
wooden ten-pin bowling.  And of 
course, one of the  highlights was 
panning for gold in the Sovereign 
Hill creek.
Everyone who attended had a 
fantastic time and developed a 
better understanding of what life 
was like during the Victorian gold 
rush.

SpirituaL emphaSiS Week
Emuna, meaning faith, trust and 
belief, was the theme for Spiritual 

Emphasis Week at Gilson College 
this term. 
Pr Mau, one of Gilson’s chaplains, 
presented stories from around the 
world showing how people have put 
Emuna into practice.  Throughout 
the week students were challenged 
as to how they can best show to 
others their faith, trust and belief in 
God.  
Each day students led with 
singing, producing movies, playing 
instruments and giving testimonies 
of their own Emuna experiences.  It 
was an amazing and inspirational 
week with everyone being 
encouraged and refreshed.

byteS oF vicnewS

• Pr Murray Thackham and his wife 
Inez, come to the Victorian Conference 
from South NSW Conference, to serve 
in a voluntary capacity as the pastor 
for Warburton Church until the end 
of September, while Pr Richard Araya-
Bishop is on long service leave.

• The final book in The Adventures 

in the Bible trilogy by Pastor David 
Edgren has recently been released. 
The three books form a “Christian faith 
journey” for primary aged children and 
their families. 
The first book, The Serpent Scroll, 
examines the Great Controversy 
between good and evil. The second 
book, The Lamb Scroll, models the 
wisdom of choosing to follow God 

and choosing to be baptised. The final 
book, The Kingdom Scroll, explores 
the joy of living as a resident of the 
Kingdom of God. 

• Conference ministers recently had 
the opportunity to join in Sanitarium’s 
Cultivate program, designed to 
increase awareness of health and 
wellbeing.



 

North-West Region Victoria
 Bush Camp 2011 

October 28 – November 1, 
Wentworth, NSW 

Guest Speaker: Pr Leslie Ncube 
Powered sites and full catering 

available. 
Applications close October 14. 
Contact Rhonda: (03)50213633 
northwestbushcamp@gmail.com

125 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
On the Sabbath of September 
17, 2011 the Ballarat Church 
will be holding a special day 

to celebrate their 125 year 
anniversary.

To mark this occasion they would 
love to invite any people previously 
associated with the church to come 

and worship together at the church 
premises: 317-319 Drummond Street 
South, Ballarat. If you have any 
stories, photos or other information 
or would like further details 
about the day please contact Sheri 
van Egmond on 03 5334 4659 or 
email: vanegmond@ncable.net.au

90TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
On the Sabbath of October 22, 2011 
the Warrnambool Church will be 
holding a special day to celebrate 
their 90 year anniversary.
To mark this occasion they would 
love to invite any people previously 
associated with the church to 
come and worship together at the 
church premises: 101 Lava Street 
, Warrnambool. If you have any 
stories, photos or other information 
or would like further details about 
the day please contact Judy Gilchrist 
on 03 5560 5991 or 
email: judy.gilchrist@gmail.com

CONGRATuLATIONS

Mia Elizabeth Beveridge   was born 
15 June 2011     to Christy and Rick 
Beveridge of Bayles Church

Dion Harvey who works at the 
Conference Office, and his wife 
Candice have been blessed with their 
second child, Oliver John, who was 
born on 27th June.

May the Lord bless and keep you as 
you care for these precious little ones.

AVAILABLE FROM CHILDREN’S 
MINISTRIES

Sunset times 
Bairnsdale time is 10 minutes EARLIER &  at Hamilton the time is 
12 minutes LATER                                                      

ADS AND NoTICES

Sabbath		   opening	 Closing
aug 27                           17:56

sept 2,3         18:01   18:02

sept 9,10         18:07   18:08

sept 16,17         18:13   18:13

sept 23,24        18:18   18:19

offering sChedule - sePt
Sept 3 - Local Church Budget

Sept 10 - Global Mission - Annual 

         Sacrifice offering

Sept 17 - Education/

       Camping Ministry

Sept 24   - Local Church

	               Budget

youTh DEPArTMENT

If our up-coming group of teen leaders is anything to judge the future of our church community by, we having nothing to worry 
about but everything to look forward to.  In this article, Pr Moe Ioane Stiles reflects on the recent uPrISING conference run by 
Vicyouth.

To watch these young people bloom 
over the course of the week during 
UPRISING 2011 was indeed a 
privilege.  Forty-five teens were 
nominated by some of our churches 
and schools to spend a week as 
a focus group; to be inspired, 
encouraged and challenged to step 

out of their comfort zone as they 
take on the role of leadership in 
their local churches and schools.  
One of the most powerful messages 
that can be conveyed to our young 
people these days is that spoken 
when their local church or school 
community sees potential in them 

and acts on it.  Though some 
came to UPRISING not knowing 
why they were selected, it soon 
became apparent to them that their 
community saw their value and 
treasured them.  By the end of the 
week our boys were no longer boys, 
but men of God.  Our girls were no 
longer just girls, but daughters of the 
King. 
So we say to our family at large, 
continue to uphold them in prayers.  
Encourage them along their journey. 
Empower them to serve their God!  
Allow them to try – even if it means 
they may make mistakes - and love 
them through it all, helping them 
discovering who they are in God 
and what His purpose is for their 
lives.
“It takes a village to raise a child.”  
This proves to be true when we as 
a church and school community get 
behind our young leaders and cheer 
them on, then step back and see 
them soar for their King!  

 

AdventistBookCentre

...for $10 each. 
Call Children’s 
Ministries on 
03 9264 7777 
to obtain a 
copy for your 
children.

TRuST SERVICES Steve Whitson will be attending 
the following churches on these 
dates.  If you would like to make 
an appointment to meet with him 
concerning Trust Services while he is 
in the vicinity, or at some other time, 
call the office on  03 9264 7777.  This 
is a free and confidential service.

   September 3  Wangaratta
   Sept 10  Filipino-Australian
   October 1 Healesville
   October 29  Portland
   November 12  Yarra Valley
   November 19  Bairnsdale
   December 3  Numurkah

Located at the Conference Office, Central Road
Nunawading and open during Conference Office hours.
Come and view our new selection of foods available in the Health 
Food shop as well as the usual Sanitarium products.
Or browse our shelves for all your gift, music, reading and Bible 
study needs.
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Pass it on!
Over 50,000 Signs magazines at the Rugby World Cup.

Thousands more waiting to be distributed 

in your neighbourhood.

www.signsofthetimes.org.au

Become part of the team 

 – support Signs!

Employment Opportunties

Full-time & Part-time Teaching Positions

Adventist Schools Victoria is seeking expressions of interest for 
teaching positions in 2012.

Applicants must have: 
* a strong commitment to the mission of the 

Seventh-day  Adventist Church
*desire to enhance their professional practice

*willingness to be involved in ongoing Professional Learning
*confidence in integrating technology into the curriculum

Please submit your CV to:

Mr Brian Mercer
Director of Education

brianmercer@adventist.org.au
by

9 September 2011

The Editor reserves the right to edit and include or exclude any article from publication.  Articles not included due to lack of space may be included in a future issue or placed on the 
Church website.  The Editor also reserves the right to exclude Ads or Notices after just one issue.

 Please note, commercial advertising is not published in Intravic.  Only accommodation notices, if accompanied with a reference from Local Pastor.  
Photographs of minors must be accompanied by permission to use the photographs in print and on the web, signed by parent/guardian.

Bible verses are from various versions which may include NIV, JJV, NJJV & Clear Word.                     
NOTE: neither the editor, nor the Seventh-day Adventist Church  is responsible for the quality of goods or services advertised.  Publication does not indicate endorsement of a product 

or service.

ADRA APPEAL
October 8-16

make a 
difference...


